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Abstract

This research paper explores the implications of
Basel IV on capital adequacy within the global banking
sector. Basel 1V, an extension and refinement of the
previous Basel 111 framework, introduces significant
changes aimed at enhancing financial stability and
reducing risk variability. This study provides an in-
depth analysis of the key components of Basel IV,
including revisions to the standardized and internal
ratings-based approaches for credit risk, the
operational risk framework, and the introduction of
an output floor. By examining these components, the
paper evaluates their impact on the capital adequacy
of banks, focusing on the regulatory requirements and
their influence on banks’ capital structures and risk
management practices. Through empirical analysis and
case studies, the paper highlights the challenges and
opportunities that Basel IV presents for financial
institutions. The findings suggest that while Basel IV
strengthens the resilience of the banking sector, it also
poses significant compliance and implementation
challenges. This study contributes to the ongoing
discourse on banking regulation and offers insights
for policymakers, banking professionals, and
researchers interested in the evolving landscape of
global financial regulation.

Introduction

Basel 1V, officially known as the finalization of
Basel 111, can be looked at as a huge step forward in
the process of regulation of banks at the global level.

12 TAEe gfe » JATE 2024

Basel 1V and Its Effects on
Capital Adequacy in the
Banking Sector

Basel IV framework was developed by the Basel
Committee on Banking supervisions as an
improvement on Basel 111 to fix other problems ailing
the banking systems. As the recent global financial
crisis in Basel 111 exposed major weaknesses of the
current regulation in banking, Basel IV aims to avoid
or at least reduce risks and enhance the capital
adequacy regulation with extending and substantial
adjustments (Basel Committee on Banking
Supervision, 2017). The capital-to-asset ratio, which
is one of the fundamental ways to gauge a bank’s
financial strength helps to support a bank’s core
operations and shields depositors and the economic
system. It is also pertinent to note that the revisions
under Basel IV bring a set of new measures
comprising of; tighter capital regulation, new RWA,
and disclosure regulation. These changes are primarily
desired to decrease the unwanted volatility in RWASs,
especially in situations where banks are applying the
previous Basel Accords.Basel IV comprises the
following; The new regulation modifies the
standardized approach on credit risk; The Internal
ratings-based (IRB) approaches are restricted; The
new standard approach towards operational risk The
Incorporation of an output floor. Establishing more
risk sensitivity for credit risk includes the changes to
the revised standardized approach for credit risk real
estate and corporate exposures. This results in higher
capital charges on exposures considered risky and
thus, better matches the regulatory capital ratios to
the risk characteristics of banks (PwC, 2018). The
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limitations to the IRB approaches are designed to limit
the recourse to the calibration allowed by banks’
internal models which are considered nontransparent
and hardly comparable. To achieve the overall
objective of increasing the accuracy and comparability
of RWAs across institutions, Basel 1V includes floors
on the major risk measures and banning the
application of savvy approaches for some types of
assets (EY, 2018).

The new method for defining the operational risk
is a standardized one which is a departure from the
AMA used earlier. In the case of operationalizing
measurement objectives, this approach adds a bank’s
past losses to the formula for operational risk capital
making it more appropriate in reflecting the true state
of risk at a bank (BCBS, 2017). The specific feature
is an output floor to prevent the capital requirements
calculated under the use of internal models to be much
lower than reference packaged standardized
approaches and to exclude banks’ underestimation
of the capital needs (McKinsey & Company, 2017).
The multifaceted empirical findings of Basel I\V’s effect
illustrate the diverse experiences of the sample banks
regarding capital adequacy. Research shows that,
though the new framework increases the solidity of
the banking industry by guaranteeing even more
sound capital levels, it poses huge implementation
concerns. Due to the new requirements that have
been set, banks especially the small ones may
experience challenges in meeting the capital
requirements and integrating the internal risk models
(KPMG, 2018). Further, the increment in the
regulation could also have a trickle-down effect on
the banking systems and affect the economic returns
to banks which in turn affects the lending ability,
affecting the entire economy (International Monetary
Fund, 2018). The features of Basel IV reveal the fact
that the world financial system has changed and
progressed and the regulation should also adapt to
these changes. With banking sector improvement
ongoing, further research and regulators, banks, and
academicians’ discussions must go on to guarantee
that attaining the objectives of Basel IV which is
improving global financial stability and reducing
systemic risk should be realized.
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Revised Standardised Approach for Credit Risk
Proposed in Basel 1V, the changes made to the
standardized approach for credit risk are of
considerable magnitude, the purpose of which is to
refine risk measurement and bring the capital
calculations closer to the actual values. Some of these
include shifting in the risk weights for example on real
estate and other corporate facilities. For real estate,
the new approach distinguishes between types of
properties, with higher risk weights assigned to the
commercial property compared with the residential
property because of the latter’s higher volatility (Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision, 2017). Further,
this framework integrates the loan-specific features
including the borrower’s loan-to-value ratio to make
them align the risk profile of every given loan (PwC,
2018). Corporate exposures also testified to more
levels of differentiation in risk weight allocations and
considerably more focus on credit rating and the health
of the borrowing parties (Deloitte, 2017). These
changes are consistent with the attempt to increase
the correspondence between the regulatory capital
measured and the actual risk profiles of exposures.

Restrictions for Internal Ratings-Based (IRB)
Processes

It restricts the application of IRB approaches
further because Basel IV has doubts about the
variability and opaqueness of RWAs computed
through internal models. For instance, the framework
also incorporates floors for essential aspects like PD
and LGD to ensure that the banks do not
underestimate risk and hence lower the capital
requirement (EY, 2018). Also, some exposures,
including large corporations and financial institutions,
are limited from implementing the use of complex IRB
approaches, thereby obliging banking entities to use
standardized techniques. These measures seek to
improve the amount of comparability and quality of
RWAs across the two capital banks and globally
(McKinsey & Company, 2017).

Introduction and Rationale Behind the Output
Floor
The output floor is a key component of Basel IV,
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introduced to address concerns regarding the
variability in risk-weighted assets (RWAs) calculated
using internal models. The rationale behind the output
floor is to ensure a minimum level of capital that banks
must hold, regardless of their internal risk assessments,
thus enhancing the comparability and robustness of
capital adequacy across the banking sector.
Specifically, the output floor sets a lower limit on the
capital requirements generated by internal models at
72.5% of the standardized approach’s capital
requirement. This measure aims to prevent banks
from underestimating risk and thereby holding
insufficient capital, which was a significant issue during
the financial crisis (Basel Committee on Banking
Supervision, 2017; Deloitte, 2017).

Effects on Capital Requirements and
Comparability

The implementation of the output floor will likely
lead to increased capital requirements for banks,
particularly those heavily reliant on internal models
that previously reported lower RWAs. This increase
is expected to affect banks’ profitability and lending
capacities, as they will need to allocate more capital
to meet the regulatory requirements. However, this
also promotes a more level playing field by reducing
the discrepancies in capital adequacy between banks
using internal models and those using standardized
approaches (EY, 2018). By establishing a consistent
baseline for capital requirements, the output floor
enhances the transparency and comparability of
banks’ financial health across different jurisdictions,
contributing to greater financial stability.

Impact on Capital Adequacy

Empirical analyses of Basel I\/’s impact on banks’
capital adequacy reveal significant changes in capital
buffers and RWAs. Quantitative assessments indicate
that the overall capital requirements for banks will
increase due to the combined effects of revised credit
risk approaches, operational risk calculations, and the
output floor. For instance, studies have shown that
large international banks may see an increase in RWASs
by 20-25% on average, leading to higher capital
demands (McKinsey & Company, 2017; KPMG,
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2018). These adjustments aim to ensure that banks
hold sufficient capital to absorb losses during periods
of financial stress, thereby enhancing their resilience.

Case Studies

Case studies of specific banks and regions
affected by Basel IV provide a clearer picture of the
impact on capital adequacy. For example, European
banks, which have traditionally relied more on internal
models, are expected to experience significant
increases in capital requirements due to the
output floor and revised standardized approaches
(European Central Bank, 2017). In contrast, banks
in regions with more conservative regulatory
frameworks, such as Asia, might face relatively smaller
adjustments. Comparative analysis between
jurisdictions highlights the varying degrees of impact,
influenced by the existing regulatory environments and
banks’ reliance on internal models (Oliver Wyman,
2018).

Overall, the implementation of Basel 1V is poised
to strengthen the global banking system by ensuring
more robust capital adequacy. However, the transition
will require significant adjustments from banks,
including revising their capital strategies and risk
management practices to meet the new regulatory
standards. These efforts are critical to enhancing
financial stability and mitigating systemic risks in the
banking sector.

New Standardized Approach for Operational
Risk

The Basel 1V operation risk has updated the
AMA with a new standardized approach that is
simpler and more flexible. This approach seeks to
incorporate a bank’s previous loss history to calculate
the operational risk capital, making the measurement
a better depiction of the bank’s risk profile (BCBS,
2017). This new method cuts the Business Indicator
Component (BIC) which reveals the fraction of the
overall internal loss multiplier (ILM) of the bank or
company and with the help of it, the operational risk
capital requirement can also be measured. BIC is
calculated depending on the income and expenses of
the bank, while the ILM modifies the capital
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requirement to reflect the past of the bank losses
(Deloitte, 2017). The initiative’s main goal is to make
the assessment of business line operational risk less
complex and fine-tune the estimates of regulatory
capital in line with risk reality better.

Implementation Challenges

The principal reasons for difficulties in Basel IV
adoption are new practical problems that are
observed when utilizing this regulation, the key essence
of which encompasses higher operating costs and the
necessity for radical changes in banking risk
management systems. The rise in capital regulations
tends to push a bank to retain more capital, which
while can be detrimental to profitability and restrict
credit expansion (McKinsey & Company, 2017,
Deloitte, 2017). Also, risk weights and the
implementation of the output floor required that banks’
internal models and IT systems be updated
comprehensively. These changes are not mere
modifications intechnology but require training of staff,
and process changes, all of which are time-consuming
and expensive exercises (EY, 2018). In addition, the
given requirements can be burdensome, especially for
small banks given that at this stage, they would have
limited capital as compared to established big banks
(PwC, 2018).

Opportunities

However, it must be pointed out that Basel IV
also offers possibilities for strengthening financial
stability and upgrading the methods of managing risks.
Basel IV has sought to standardize the way risk weight
assets are measured besides having more capital-
demanding standards meant to bring down the
differences in risk estimations among various banking
institutions (Basel Committee on Banking Supervision,
2017). This could help make disclosures of the health
of banks more comparable and hence, increase
investors’ confidence. Also, a greater focus on
corporate and sound risk management and the use of
historical losses can assist the banks in especially
preventing/avoiding potential financial crises, which
will assist in enhancing the stability of the world’s
economy (KPMG, 2018).
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Regulatory Implications

The Basel IV has major consequences for the
international process of banking regulation and
supervision. It seeks to enhance the banking industry
since the prior Basel framework has some defects.
While there are other systems in the world like the
US federal “Dodd-Frank” act and EU “Capital
Requirements Directive” the Basel IV seems more
standard and universal on capital adequacy and
control of risks (European Central Bank, 2017). This
global standardization assists in countering the reforms
of national circles in which the banks may exploit
disparities of legislation to minimize the required capital
(EY, 2018).

Strategic Responses

Thus, the banks can utilize the Basel 1V
requirements as a clear set of guidelines to manage
their capital planning and risk management
frameworks. This is achieved through enhancing more
modern approaches in risk measurement and
modeling (McKinsey & Company, 2017). Also, the
use of other capital resources, including contingent
capital securities such as the CoCos, is possible for
the enhancement of meeting the higher capital needs
save for the profits. This could be; because there are
also technologies that can enrich compliance
processes and help to enhance the efficiency of the
risk assessment (PwC, 2018).

Policy Recommendations

In the case of bankers, the policymakers need to
issue clear implementation guidelines and timeframes
wherein the changes are to be implemented so that
the banks can prepare themselves for Baliar V. There
is a need to constantly be in touch with the banking
sector to listen and perhaps offer assistance when
the need arises. Policymakers should also check the
non-linearity of regulations; that is relatively small
banks should not be over-regulated by these new
standards (Basel Committee on Banking Supervision,
2017). Moreover, future changes to the regulation
should also look at how the stability of the banking
system can be built upon to meet the challenges in the
future and particularly, to accommaodate new threats
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that might appear on the financial markets.

Conclusion

This research paper emphasizes the analysis of
the key findings relating to Basel 1\/’s effect on capital
adequacy in the banking sector. In line with the
identified key findings, it is seen that Basel IV makes
innovations in the credit risk standardized approach;
it places constraints on the IRB approaches; and it
creates a new standardized approach for operational
risk. The changes in capital calculations by the
introduction of the output floor comply with the
minimum capital requirementand discard the problem
of risk variability and underestimation in other models,
as earlier explained by the Basel Committee on
Banking Supervision (2017), and Deloitte (2017). All
these changes taken together are designed to improve
the soundness, standardization, and disclosure of
information on banks’ capital adequacy. While
analyzing the essential details of the proposals, it has
been noted that the total amount of capital that banks
will be required to hold will rise hence altering the
banking industry’s profitability and credit-granting
ability (McKinsey & Company, 2017). Some
examples point to the differences in the effects for the
individual regions and banks’ sizes, as well as the
European country’s banks that had to make substantial
changes due to their overdependence on internal
models (European Central Bank, 2017). The study
aimed to answer important questions related to the
purpose of Basel 1V, the components of this new
version, and the consequences for capital adequacy.
Thus, the assumption that Basel 1V would result in
higher capital requirements and enhanced risk

management was evidenced by the findings from the
quantitative and qualitative methods via empirical
studies and case experience. It is revealed that the
framework’s measures including the established output
floor and renewed risk mitigating methods were
deemed efficient in consolidating the density and
consistency of capital requirement across the banking
sector. The researchers in the future should target
further empirical investigations of Basel IV and its
assessable contributions to the world’s banking
industry over the long run. Future research
opportunities can be seen in the effects observed on
the credit accessibility of banks, the changes in their
profits, or the integrity of the finances of various zones.
Further, itis possible to study Basel 1\/’s efficiency in
minimizing the systemic risks in an economic crisis
and financial turmoil. Future research could also look
at how Basel IV influences the capital planning and
risk management structures of banks and how they
incorporate improvements and technologies in addition
to the implementation of new disparities or the
enhancement of existing ones, such as the usage of
innovative financial derivatives (EY, 2018; PwC,
2018). Additionally, empirical research based on Basel
IV and comparing it to other legislation such as Dodd-
Frank in America and the EU’s capital requirements
directive would be insightful about the existing patterns
of international integration of the regulatory system
and its ability to secure the presence of sound
structures in the economic area.
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Research Paper

Ms. Ashi Garg

y knowledge inthis areais very finite. Although
M there is a very vast documentation on all the
aspects of delinquency and criminology, the amount
of research carried out around psychopaths in India
is very limited. There are variety of reasons for this
neglect. One of the most prominent reasons for this
neglect is that most of the cases relating to
psychopathy goes unreported and moreover there is
no law in our country which deals specifically with
psychopaths. Another reason is that although there is
vast literature on the topic of psychopaths but there is
no literature in India relating to psychopaths, reasons
behind psychopathic crimes, the treatment and
reformative approaches that are to be undertaken to
control these psychopathic crimes. Another reason
for taking up this study is to answer the question that
whether there is a need to amend the Indian Criminal
System to include psychopathy as a defence to
criminal acts? The researcher through her work aims
to highlight this gap and the need for literature in this
area.

Delinquency manoeuvres populace. Sometimes
it magnetizes and sometimes it deters us and
occasionally, it does both simultaneously. In August
2017, asudden mystery engulfed north Indian states.
Some 50 women from Haryana and Rajasthan states
of India reported that their hair was chopped off while
they were unconscious. This became a news of
national importance and quite entertaining, amusing
for some. But in the process, the victims were left
paranoid and traumatized. Such was the impact, that
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the families had to send off their women to other
relatives houses in Uttar Pradesh. One such victim
stated, “I am unable to sleep or concentrate on
anything.” Not only the victims but their family
members had to suffer distress and inconvenience.?

Delinquency or crime can frighten, more
specifically when one places oneself or the loved ones
in that situation. Brutal murder, rapes, abduction of
female bystanders on the road like in Nirbhaya gang
rape case not only generates fear but also anger in
the mind of the public. People start fearing that they
or their loved ones could have been the victim.
Newspapers many times report the brutal murder of
senior citizens in their home premises creating a fear
and stress amongst the public for the protection of
their old parents. Another set of anger is generated
when any individual is fraudulently swindled of the
savings by cyber theft.
CRIME OR DEVIANCE:
CRIMINOLOGIST PERSPECTIVE

The terminology “crime” and “deviance” may
appear to be analogous and populace frequently
confuse the meaning of these two terms and join them
collectively but there are chief dissimilarities between
the two. There could be behaviours that are deviant
but they may not be criminal. Any act that departs
from the normal course is deviant but not in all cases
such behaviour is criminal. Itis sometimes very much
possible that the deviant act is so shocking or
depraved but it still may not fall within the definition
of crime. Siegal has argued “if a passerby who
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observes a person drowning does not jump in or
render aid in some way, the public would probably
condemn the person’s behaviour as callous, immoral,
and deviant. But no legal action could be taken,
because citizens are not required by law to effect
rescues.”? Henceforth, a few crook acts do fall in
the ambit of deviance but all deviant behaviour
does now not necessarily fall inside the scope of
crime.

Criminologists are majorly concerned with the
benchmark from where the deviant behaviour would
start being considered a criminal one. There isathin
line of separating legally acceptable behaviour from
illegal behaviour. For example, using firearms for self-
defence (deviant) and using firearms to intentionally
killing a person (crime). Sometimes an illegal act may
become a norm, for example, de-criminalization of
passive euthanasia. Then the society would reevaluate
its criminal status and make it a deviant behaviour.
This variable definition of criminal behaviour is directly
linked with the concept of crime as we perceive it
today.®
CONCEPT OF CRIME

Criminologists are usually governed by the
perspective of their own schools of thought. Each
perspective has a different thought as to what
constitutes crime and what are the causes of such
behaviour. But majorly criminologists attribute the
concept of crime to three main models of crime, that
is the consensus model, the conflict model, and the
inter-actionist model.

1.Consensus Model of Crime-The term
‘consensus’ implies a broad convergence among most
citizens regarding which actions should be prohibited
by law and hence deemed criminal.# The consensus
perspective states that certain acts and behaviours
are repugnant both for the rich as well as the poor
alike. So those acts are criminalised. The beliefs and
opinions put forth by the mainstream formulate part
of the consensus model of crime. The law’s existence
implies that it establishes what constitutes a
crime. Society’s values, morals, and regulations
determine what actions are considered criminal, and
these standards apply uniformly to all citizens.

2. Conflict Model of Crime- Another viewpoint

22 THIEA AT ¢ TS 2024

advocated by criminologists is the Conflict Model of
Crime. Some criminologists are of the view that crime
IS not a consensus view. Rather the society is the
collection of divergent groups: haves and have-nots.
There are capitalists, bourgeoisie, employers,
employees, professionals, and amateurs. This view
states that the political power holders make the laws
and declare those acts as crimes which help them
advance economically and socially. The law, often
wielded as a tool by those in power, frequently serves
to safeguard the interests of the privileged while
offering limited protection to the disadvantaged.The
law is used by these politically powerful to control
the underclass. The conflict criminologists state that
the poor often lands up in prison for offences like
robbery or theft whereas the rich comparatively is
inflicted with lenient punishment for white collar crimes,
while some consider racism, sexism, and classism to
be the most serious breaches of morality, they are
not currently outlawed as crimes.®

3. Interactionist Model of Crime- Interactionist
criminologists state that the crime reflects the rules,
opinions, and preference of those who are socially
powerful they are Individuals driven by strong moral
convictions who leverage their influence to promote
their vision of justice within the legal system.® They
use their influence over the rest of the population to
define crime and what is right and what is wrong.
They label an act as wrong and who so ever deviates
from the right, would be considered a criminal. They
stigmatise and label the act as an outlaw that does
not fall within their definition of right. Interactionists
contend that crimes are labelled as such due to
societal definitions rather than inherent evil or
immorality. They believe that laws against
pornography, prostitution, and drugs are driven
primarily by moral crusaders rather than capitalist
interests.”
THE EXPLORATION OF ‘CRIME’AND ‘“THE
CRIMINAL BEING’: PAST TO PRESENT

The roots of the idea that ‘bad’ behaviour should
be suppressed can be traced back to ancient
Babylon, nearly 3,700 years ago, with the Code of
Hammurabi. In the early seventeenth century,
European colonists in North America viewed crime
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and sin as synonymous. They believed that a
malevolent force influenced those who transgressed
social norms or disregarded societal rules.Those
individuals who displayed antisocial behaviour had
to be dealt with animatedly and most frequently
brutally to maintain social order in the community. The
twenty-first century inaugurated a comprehensive
transformation in criminology, as researchers began
exploring a multifaceted range of factors to elucidate
the causes of criminal behaviour. These factors
encompassed biological, psychological, social, and
economic dimensions. According to the criminologists
of twenty-first century, usually there is a combination
of all or some of these factors behind the commission
of crime by a person.2 Greed, anger, jealously,
revenge, or pride are also some of the reasons behind
the occurrence of a crime. Two main reasons motivate
some individuals to carefully plan crimes in advance.
Firstly, to receive increased gain likely to flow from
the crime and secondly, to decrease risk which is
involved in the commission of crime. Individuals of
this nature exercise agency over their conduct. A
portion of these individuals perceive a life of crime as
superior to conventional employment, attributing it to
unparalleled financial rewards, social esteem, and
invigorating experiences, albeit conditionally upon
their evasion of capture. Certain individuals engage
in criminal activity to experience unmatched
exhilaration and stimulation derived from successfully
executing perilous crimes. Impulsive individuals
commit crimes under the sway of uncontrollable urges,
fuelled by anger or trepidation. Financial offenses,
such as robbery, burglary, fraud, and vehicle theft,
are typically motivated by the intent to acquire material
possessions, such as currency or valuables.The
violent crimes such as rape, murder, and the like, are
usually committed to satisfy the appetite for control,
revenge, or power. These kinds of violent crimes are
usually taking place due to the spur of the moment or
irresistible impulse.®
PSYCHOPATHS VS. SOCIOPATHS

In 1986, Partridge introduced the term
‘sociopathy,’ positing that it arises from insufficient
socialization and the individual’s maladaptation to the
developmental process. In Partridge’s view,
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sociopathic individuals are unable to progress through
typical childhood developmental stages, “the
sociopathic personality is characterized by a
continuous behavioural pattern with too many needs,
and when immediate satisfaction fails, he/she responds
with the desire for domination, emotional outbursts in
the form of anger, frown and hurry”. In 1986, Thomson
provided a comparable description, defining
sociopathy as ‘a deviation of personality characterized
by the person’s inability to adequately and consistently
conform to social standards.” Such individuals are
typically characterized by an absence of guilt, impaired
judgment, impulsive behaviour, and an inability to
derive lessons from past experiences.”1°

In the early 1800s, doctors treating mental
patients observed a curious phenomenon. While some
patients presented with visible physical abnormalities,
others appeared outwardly normal but exhibited
significant mental disturbances. These patients,
exhibiting what doctors termed ‘moral depravity” or
‘moral insanity,” presented with internal struggles that
contrasted sharply with their external
appearance.Historically, certain individuals were
labeled as ‘psychopaths’ by doctors, implying a lack
of moral compass, values, and regard for others’
rights. This term, first used around 1900, was later
replaced by ‘sociopath’ in the 1930s to emphasize
the harm inflicted upon society. However, the term
‘psychopath’ has recently resurfaced in
research. Some researchers use ‘psychopath’ to
describe a more severe form of antisocial personality
disorder, potentially linked to genetic factors and
associated with heightened danger. They continue to
use ‘sociopath’ for less dangerous individuals,
suggesting environmental and upbringing influences
rather than genetic predisposition. Furthermore, some
researchers differentiate between ‘primary
psychopaths,” attributed to genetic traits, and
‘secondary psychopaths,” primarily influenced by
environmental factors.*

While the traits of both psychopath and sociopath
may seem analogous, it is an accepted wisdom that :12
» Sociopaths exhibit a less severe form of empathy

deficit and guiltlessness compared to

psychopaths.
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» While sociopaths can form some meaningful
attachments (e.g., with family), psychopaths are
incapable of forming such deep bonds, even
within the family unit.

» Despite lacking guilt for harming strangers,
sociopaths may experience remorse and guilt
when they hurt individuals with whom they share
an emotional or physical connection.

» Insome cases, sociopaths’ antisocial behavior
diminishes over time, which is not observed in
psychopaths.

»  While psychopaths remain indifferent to potential
consequences, sociopaths may develop strategies
to avoid negative outcomes by reducing antisocial
behavior.

» Both psychopaths and sociopaths can commit
violent crimes, but sociopaths are less likely to
target those they have formed bonds with.
Psychopath is a person who was probably born

that way in comparison to a sociopath who is more
likely a product of the environment in which they stay
and are affected by negative life experiences, thus
they mingle into a prototype of behaviour that is
antisocial, possibly criminal behaviour. Compared to
sociopaths, psychopaths are masters of trickery and
cheating while sociopaths do not generally have that
level of sophistication. But one thing is common in
both, both lack the wherewithal of being loyal, feeling
remorse or guiltand have no realization or a sense of
responsibility for their actions. The born psychopaths
do not develop sense of moral values and principles.
Their actions are always directed at serving their needs
only even if itis at the disadvantage or injury of their
victims. Likewise, the sociopaths nourish on the good
temperament of the victim for their requisite level of
attention or requirements. Their behaviour continues
to the point of chagrin, abuse, and assault of the emcee
victim, ultimately crippling the relationship, which may
have formed under what seems to be normal
circumstances.'?

MYTHS AND REALITIES RELATING TO

PSYCHOPATHS
Psychopathic personalities are usually

remembered due to their actions (whether in real world

oronscreen) which create lasting imprints. Characters
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like Raman Raghav from Indian movie “Raman
Raghav 2.0”, While characters like Patrick Bateman
from ‘American Psycho,” Dexter Morgan from
‘Dexter,” and Hannibal Lecter from “The Silence of
the Lambs’ are often depicted as alluring, intriguing,
and even terrifying, it’s crucial to remember that
psychopathy is a complex personality disorder that is
widely misrepresented. Scientific research
demonstrates that psychopathy is a serious condition
that is frequently misunderstood. 4

There are various myths that surround the concept
of psychopathy, but the reality is far more an eye
opener. Adetailed list of such myths that surrounds
the psychopathic disorder and the corresponding
realities to counterpart those myths are mentioned
hereunder.

MYTH 1: All Psychopaths are Men

The first and the foremost important myth that is
believed about a psychopath is that almost all
psychopaths are men and psychopathy is not a
disorder from which a female can suffer. But the reality
is somehow different.

Reality: - It was commonly believed that men are
more likely to be psychopaths or sociopaths as
compared to women. But it is not necessarily true.
Historically, when it comes to psychopathy
researchers have always focused on males for such
psychopathic tendencies. But at presentmost of the
scientificresearchers have agreed that this disorder
may appear in women also. But at the same time,
they also agree that the disorder may present itself a
bit differently in females. Most of the findings still
asserts that there are more male psychopaths than
women.There are various examples of women
psychopaths such as,MyraHindley,K.D Kempanna
aka Cyanide Mallika and the like.1®

MYTH 2: Psychopathic Killers Want to Get
Caught Like any other criminal psychopaths too also
do not want to be get caught. It is not true that
psychopaths want to get themselves caught.

Reality: -The continued evasion of justice by serial
killers can foster a sense of invincibility, leading them
to believe they will remain unidentified and
uncaptured. As they perpetuate their crimes, they may
become increasingly reckless and take shortcuts,
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leading to larger risks and a higher chance of being
apprehended. While serial killers don’t actively seek
capture, their belief in their own immunity can ultimately
contribute to their downfall, as their careless actions
provide law enforcement with the evidence they need
to identify them. 16

INDIAN PSYCHOPATHIC CASE STUDIES
AND JUDICIAL RESPONSE

India is not an exception to the psychopathic
crimes. Like abroad, India also has its own fair share
of psychopathic crime and the same problems that
are faced by judicial system abroad while dealing with
psychopathic crimes, are faced by the judiciary in
Indiaalso.t’

There are some cases in India which reflected
the controversial and debatable decision of the
judiciary. In the recent past there had been a very
famous incident universally known as the “Nithari
Case’ (the main highlights of this cases involved the
horrific killings of many children and at some point,
of times eatingtheir flesh also). The Nithari cases
shuddered the psyche of every normal and sensible
person. The behaviour shown by the offender in this
case seemed to be quite abnormal but judging whether
the functioning of brain of a person is normal or not
and whether the person is suffering from some
psychological disorder or not is a very complex and
difficult task which involves evaluation of several
aspects. In India, very few behaviours are considered
as intrinsically abnormal. Abnormality must be
determined in the milieu of particular social situation.
The chief accused in the Nithari case, Surendra Koli,
had unambiguous traits of psychopathy. At the outset
of the case, he was recognized as psychopath but
later this assertion became a nebulous notion and he
was awarded capital punishment.8

But this is not only a single case of Psychopath.
Moreover, there are various examples and cases of
such Psychopaths in India such as Thug Behram,
Charles Sobhraj, Auto Shankar, Amardeep Sada (the
youngest serial killer), and the like, but this is not the
end. This list is ever-growing. India has his fair share
of Psychopaths. In most of the cases, they were
eventually detained, but there are instances of certain
cases where the wrong person was arrested, and then
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let go, and then there are few cases that have remain
unsolved till date like, Stoneman and Beerman and
recentamongst all is the Kerela rape case (Jisha rape
case). “Jisha, was 27-year-old woman. Jisha was
found murdered on April 28 at her home near a canal
in Perumbavoor in Ernakulam by her mother who
works as a casual labourer. The possibility that Jisha
might have been sexually assaulted and the mutilation
that her body bore has led some to compare the case
with that of Jyoti Singh ‘Nirbhaya’ who was gang-
raped and brutalised on December 16, 2012 in a
moving bus in Delhi”.1°

Like other countries there are various cases of
psychopaths in India also and like other countries
psychopathy is also not coved under the Indian
Criminal Justice system as a defence. Psychopathic
offenders are treated at par with other offendersin
India also.
PSYCHOPATH CASE STUDIES AND
JUDICIAL APPROACH - AN
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Psychopathy has in general presented itselfas a
challenge, not only at theoretical levels but also at
practical levels, to the criminal law and the criminal
justice system of almost every country. Psychopaths
are a challenge as they are at an inconsistent risk for
importunate criminal behaviour. Their criminal
demeanour postulated by the psychopaths seems to
be predominantly the outcome of a mental disorder,
and even after so much of research on this point there
seems to be little effectual and successful treatment
for psychopathy. Psychopaths usually do not
understand and in some cases, they do not accept
the fact that what they have done is wrong and against
social norms. It is because of their this ability to
understand the nature of the charges that are framed
against them and their ability to assist their counsels,
that they does not meet the requirements of criminal
law for incompetence to stand trial.8 Whenever the
characteristics of a psychopath is described, it is
usually in the approach that they have the capacity to
measure certain acts as being right or wrong in a
practical sense, but they lack the ability to control
their behaviour according to such moral
considerations.?
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It is mainly because of this reason that
psychopathy is not viewed as a mental disorder in
most of the countries of the world. The instances of
psychopaths provided is not exhaustive. There are
various examples of psychopaths around the world
such as Cordelia Botkin, Thomas Cream, Joseph
Vacher-the french ripper, Earle Nelson, The
Zodiac Killer, Donald Henry Gaskins: The
Hitchhikers’ Killer, Alexander Pichushkin: The
Chessboard Killer, and the like. All these law
offenders had one thing in common and that similarity
was their psychopathic disorder and that it was not
taken into consideration while providing punishment
against their heinous and barbaric acts of crimes,
despite their psychopathic behaviour. No insanity
defence plea was provided to them despite their
demand.

CONCLUSION

The concept of psychopathy is a pivotal focus in
both the modern criminal justice system and broader
legal discourse of the 21st century. This growing
emphasis is reflected in the surge of research dedicated
to understanding the phenomenon. While psychopaths
constitute a small percentage of the general population
(1%), they are significantly overrepresented in the
prison system, making up 15% of the incarcerated
population. The multifaceted nature of psychopathy
has been explored through a combination of
psychiatric, psychological, and sociological lenses.
Today, professionals across disciplines—scientists,
psychiatrists, criminologists, and psychologists—tely
on the Psychopathy Checklist to assess the presence
and severity of psychopathic traits. In particular, the
PCL-R, developed by Robert D. Hare, stands out
as the leading psycho-diagnostic tool for evaluating
psychopathy in research and clinical settings.
International organizations specializing in mental
disorders, such as the American Psychiatric
Association (APA) and the World Health
Organization (WHO), use different terms to refer to
psychopathy. APA employs the term ‘antisocial
personality disorder’ in its Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM). WHO utilizes
the alternative term *‘dissocial personality
disorder.” Despite their distinct terminology, ‘antisocial
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personality disorder’ and “dissocial personality
disorder’ share similar diagnostic criteria for
psychopathy, including. Deficient empathy, Impaired
interpersonal relationships, Impulsivity.

Psychopathy has been a persistent feature of
human society throughout history, evident in its frequent
portrayal in ancient myths and literature. No culture
or social stratum is immune. Psychopaths have
managed to evade detection, not only by the legal
system but also by the field of psychiatry. This
elusiveness is illustrated by the limited understanding
of mental illness in the 18th century. Medicine then
recognized only three broad categories: melancholy
(depression), psychosis, and delusion. Psychopathy
did not fit into any of these categories, further
obscuring its presence.

According to Nadica Buzina, “Psychopathy has
traditionally been characterized as a disorder primarily
of personality and, to a lesser extent, behaviour.
Although, often used interchangeably, the diagnostic
constructs of psychopathy, antisocial personality
disorder, and dissocial personality disorder are distinct.
The concept of psychopathy emerged in the late 19th
century in Germany, and was used as a synonym for
aggressive and irresponsible behaviour. From the
psychiatric literature it is evident that the descriptions
of disorders date back to earlier times, but different
names and synonyms were used for the concept of
psychopathy”.

Psychopathy is associated with a specific, yet
argumentative personality construct with along and
continuing history of psychology and biomedical
science. Although many definitions of psychopathy
have been provided, but most of these definitions
avow that the personality traits displayed by
psychopaths involves individuals, mostly males, who
are combative, egocentric, heartless, insensitive,
fearless, impetuous, sensation-seeking, deceptive, low
in fear, low in anxiety, unreliable, unable to learn the
righteous ways that are usually taken by most of the
people for satisfying immediate needs, illusionary, and
are not able to develop any kind of warm affective
bonds with other persons.

Psychopaths are different from any other genre
of mental disorder or illness. Usually every kind of
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mental disorder or illness displays some physical
symptoms, butitis not true in the case of psychopaths.
Psychopath usually do not display any kind of
corporeal indicators that are easily seen in the case
of other types of mental illnesses or disorders.
Although psychopaths do not exhibit any physical
symptoms, yet there are distinctive personality and
show certain characteristics that are exceptionally
different from any other personality disorders or
mental disorder.

Our nation’s criminal justice system must urgently
address the problem of psychopathy within its prisons.
While psychopathy shouldn’t be used as an excuse
or justification for criminal behavior, we need to
acknowledge the significant number of psychopathic
individuals incarcerated. It’s crucial to combat this
growing issue by educating prison and parole officials
about psychopathy, enabling them to make more
informed decisions regarding supervision and release.
Furthermore, we must recognize that, contrary to
common belief, psychopathy in juveniles may respond
positively to treatment, at least for a portion of the
juvenile offender population.For the maintenance of
psychopathic population in jails, millions and billions
of rupees of the taxpayers are utilized every year.
Providing treatment to psychopaths will have two-
fold effect. Firstly, it will save taxpayers billions each
year which can in turn be used for the development
of the country, and Secondly, it would also reduce
the chances of any of us becoming the next victim of
a psychopath.

Itis undeniable that psychopathy exists, and the
reality is that they are significantly overrepresented in
prison populations. Ignoring this fact hinders our efforts
to effectively manage and rehabilitate inmates. This
understanding is crucial, not only for improving
penological outcomes but also for ensuring the safety
and well-being of non-psychopathic inmates. While
caution is warranted due to ongoing research and the
limitations of current diagnostic tools, we must
acknowledge the reality of psychopathy. The science
is still developing, with neuro-imaging techniques
remaining expensive and somewhat inconclusive.
Additionally, the mask of psychopathy can be difficult
to penetrate. Developing effective strategies to
address the issue of psychopathy in the criminal justice
system is a complex challenge, requiring careful
consideration of various policy implications. However,
we cannot achieve success in this endeavour without
recognizing the very real nature of psychopathy. It is
aconcept that can be reliably diagnosed and identified,
and may soon become treatable in some cases,
particularly in early stages.

In India, there is no specific provision in any of
the statutes relating to the psychopathic offenders,
which leads the researcher to suggest few suggestions
so that these psychopathic offenders can be dealt with
inthe Indian criminal justice system according to their
mental ability.
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Research Paper

Toyaz Kumar Singh

he draft Broadcasting Services Bill 2024, a
T proposed legislation aimed at regulating the
broadcasting sector in India, has been a subject of
intense debate and controversy. The Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting has recently extended
the window for feedback on the draft bill until October
15, allowing for further consultations with
stakeholders. While the government's intention
appears to be to create a more structured and
accountable broadcasting environment, the bill has
raised significant concerns about its potential impact
on freedom of speech and expression. This paper
will delve into the key provisions of the bill, the
criticisms it has faced, and the implications for the
future of broadcasting in India.
Key Provisions of the Draft Bill

The draft bill seeks to expand the regulatory
framework for broadcasting in India to include online
content creators and digital news publishers. Some
of the key provisions include:

Definition of "Digital News Broadcaster": The bill
defines a digital news broadcaster as any person who
broadcasts news and current affairs content through
an online platform. This broad definition raises
concerns about the potential overreach of government
regulation.

Registration and Intimation: Digital news
broadcasters will be required to register with the
government and provide details of their operations,
including the establishment of a content evaluation
committee.

84 AT AT © TS 2024

The Draft Broadcasting
Services Bill 2024: A Balancing
Act Between Regulation and
Freedom of Speech

Content Evaluation Committees: These
committees will be responsible for reviewing and
certifying content produced by digital news
broadcasters.

Government Oversight: The government will
have the power to prescribe standards for content
evaluation and to take action against broadcasters
who violate these standards.

Liability of Social Media Intermediaries:
Social media platforms will be held liable for the
content of digital news broadcasters on their platforms
unless they take reasonable steps to remove or disable
access to such content.

Criticisms of the Draft Bill

The draft bill has faced significant criticism from
various stakeholders, including content creators,
journalists, and civil society organizations. Some of
the key concerns raised include:

Stifling of Freedom of Speech: Critics argue
that the bill's provisions could stifle freedom of speech
by imposing excessive restrictions on online content
creators. The broad definition of "digital news
broadcaster” and the requirement for government
registration and oversight raise concerns about the
potential for censorship.

Overreach of Government Power: The bill
grants the government significant power to regulate
online content, which could lead to a chilling effect on
free expression. Critics argue that the government
should not have such extensive control over the media.

Impact on Independent Journalism: The bill
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could have a negative impact on independent
journalism, as small and medium-sized news
organizations may find it difficult to comply with the
regulatory requirements.The bill could
disproportionately impact marginalized groups, as they
may be more vulnerable to censorship and
government pressure.

Potential for Misuse of Power: There are
concerns that the government could use the bill to
target specific individuals or groups, particularly those
who criticize the government or its policies. This could
lead to a climate of fear and self-censorship among
journalists and content creators.

Implications for the Future of Broadcasting in
India

The outcome of the draft Broadcasting Services
Bill will have significant implications for the future of
broadcasting in India. If the bill is passed in its current
form, it could have a chilling effect on freedom of
speech and expression, particularly for online content
creators. However, if the government is able to
address the concerns raised by critics and revise the
bill to strike a better balance between regulation and
freedom of speech, it could provide a framework for
a more accountable and transparent broadcasting
sector.

The Press Club of India has also expressed
concern over the extensive powers granted to the
government in recent legislation, which could
potentially lead to censorship of the press. In a
resolution adopted on May 28 and published on June

14, the club called on the government to reconsider
laws that they believe are designed to restrict press
freedom.

Additional Considerations

Beyond the specific provisions of the bill, there
are several other factors that should be considered:

Technological Advancements: The
broadcasting landscape is constantly evolving, with
new technologies and platforms emerging. The bill
should be flexible enough to adapt to these changes.

International Standards: The bill should be
aligned with international standards for freedom of
expression and media regulation.

Public Consultation: It is essential that the
government conduct meaningful public consultations
to gather feedback from a wide range of stakeholders.
Conclusion

The draft Broadcasting Services Bill 2024 is a
complex piece of legislation with significant implications
for the future of broadcasting in India. While the
government's intention may be to create a more
structured and accountable broadcasting environment,
the bill's potential impact on freedom of speech and
expression raises serious concerns. It is crucial that
the government engage ina meaningful dialogue with
stakeholders to address these concerns and ensure
that the final version of the bill strikes a balance
between regulation and freedom of speech.
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Research Paper

Dr. Swasti Alpana

Abstract

The concept of Samskaras in the context of
Bharatiya samskrti (Indian culture) refers to the
totality of purificatory and perfective rites for
sanctifying the body, thought and intellect of an
individual. The common principal samskaras
enumerated in most of the scriptures are sixteen in
number. This paper seeks to highlight and unravel
the Socio-scientific significance of the concept of
samskaras performed during infanthood of a child
in a Hindu family emphasizing the interrelatedness
and relevance of social, medicinal and philosophical
aspects of infanthood rituals namely the
Namakarna Niskarmana and Annaprasana. These
are some of the most relevant and popular samskara
preformed for a child upto the age of one year.
Starting from the Vedas, references of life-cycle
samskaras are found in almost all the sacred
scripture like the Brahmanas, Grhyasutras,
Dharmasttras, Smrtis and the later treatises. But
as these works were intended to be manuals for a
specific time and region, they do not present the
socio-scientific significance of the infanthood
samskaras and its various dimensions
systematically. An endeavor has been made to
understand and analyse the historical explanations
for ritual action and the socio-scientific significance
of child rearingsamskaras in a Hindu family.
Keywords

Ritual, Namakarna, Niskarmana Annaprasana,
Samskara
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Ritual and its Significance:

Socio-Scientific Understanding

of Infanthood Samskaras

Ritual and its Significance: Socio-Scientific
Understanding of Infanthood Samskaras

Hindu religion is lived through performance
of various rites which leave their imprints on an
individual psyche. This is particularly true to the
rites related to sarira samskaras (the generic
designation given to the purificatory and perfective
rite for the human body) that are to be performed
during a man’s life journey. From the time of
conception till the end of life- journey, performance
of various rites is prescribed for all the transitional
stage of an individual’s life-cycle. Purification/
perfection is the criterion par excellence for all the
prescribed rites for human body.

In the context of texts like Grihyasutras and
Dharmasutras, the word Samskara is commonly
rendered by ‘sacrament’.! This is particularly true
of all the Samskaras performed for an individual
during his life’s journey. In common parlance, the
word Samskara means making something good,
or the act of purifying something. The purificatory
and perfective rites for the human body are
commonly referred to the totality of sarira-
Samskara. They mainly belong to two categories:
domestic (grhya) and occasional such as birth of a
son or commission of a major sin (naimittikas).

All the Hindu life-cycle Samskaras are
equivalent to rites of passage because they institute
a harmonious transition from one stage of life to
another. This harmonious transition from one stage
to another is implicit in the very fact of existence
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which is marked by individual’s changing ability
to carry out different functions perfectly at different
stages of life viz. birth, infancy, puberty, marriage,
parenthood and death. By birth, one passes from
the non-manifested stage to a manifested stage. The
cutting of umbilical cord is a significant moment
and that’s why the jatakarman samskara contains
so many rituals. All the post-partum rites like, the
name-giving, first outing of the child, the first
feeding with solid food, etc. is accompanied by
ceremonies based on elaborate rituals which not
only mark the advent of a new stage but also
provide for a mechanism for social acceptance and
recognition along with providing a sense of well-
being. Still extremely popular, these rites coexist
today with advanced principles of medical science.

Highlighting the purpose of rituals, E.R. Leach
states that ‘ritual actions... serve to express the status
of the actor vis-a-vis his environment, both physical
and social; they may also serve to alter the status
of the actor. When these rituals function in the latter
sense, they are projected as the manifestations of
power.’2

Hindu life-cycle samskaras are a unique
multipurpose religious act performed with the aim
of bestowing virtuous qualities, protection from
invisible influence and disease. Maintenance of
cosmic and socio-religious order (dharma) is
possible through the imposition of norms related
to different samskaras. It is believed that the
performance of samskara helps in regulating the
total conduct of man-in-the-world as well as in
perpetuation of Sanatana-dharma. Conduct of rites
and rituals is also meant for establishing a forum
for social interaction and shaping the process of
legitimizing the socio-political order. It is likely that
in most early societies, rituals constituted one of
the most important mechanisms of legitimation.3

According to the sacred Hindu scriptures the
individual has to pass through a number of
sanctifying life-cycle rites (sarira-Samskaras) which
are believed to have chastening effect on the
individual and the society. These samskaras are,
in a fact, expressive and symbolic performances
which are supposed to confer a specific ritual merit
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and protection from all sorts of malefic. The intense
utterances (mantras) pronounced during the
performance of the serites clearly exhibits great
affinity with the ethical notions and magical charms.
The Vedic mantras and the Vedic fire (agni) are
considered as the main purifying ritual elements.
The prosperity envisaged for the agni was sought
for the child by the powers inherent in the agni.
Supposedly, these symbolic gestures were aimed
at providing a sense of longevity and security
against any visible or invisible dangers. Itis with
this collective sense the term samskara is being
used.

Purification leading to perfection is the main
purpose of the samskaras which underlie (and to a
certain degree determine) social relations between
individuals. The objects or ingredients used in the
life -cyclesamskaras are a complex amalgamation
of various natural and supernatural elements which
embodies the beliefs, sentiments and wisdom of
ancient traditional practitioners (vaidyas) and their
knowledge about human physiology, the cosmos
and its relation with the almighty that were
supposed to shape and control the destiny of human
being. As enumerated in the sacred texts the
essential ritual elements of samskaras mainly
constitutes, the fire (agni), recitation of vedic
mantras, milk products (especially ghee, sacred
herbs, sacrifice, symbolism, divination, taboos, and
water. The animistic theory of the universe which
underlies all ancient religion and philosophy
suggests water as a form of life, which in so far as
it assisted the process of growth and aided human
beings in other ways, spiritual environment, is thus
believed to be of great relevance. Duly laid fire
(agni) is prayed to act as the messenger and
intermediary between God and humans, the
strength and plentitude of ghee invoked for agni
was wished for family prosperity and what
followed was the prayer to the agni (the deity agni
is also regarded as protector) to shield the family
from any calamity. Most of these constituents were
meant to be means of intercourse with, and
influence upon, spiritual beings that were supposed
to protect and interfere with the way of human
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actions. Hence, the constituent elements of the
samskaras embodies the beliefs and religious
practices which is a complexcombination of various
natural and supernatural elements.

The number (ten, sixteen, eighteen, or forty)
of samskaras differs from one text to another, but
the most popular and commonly performed number
mentioned are sixteen in most of the texts and the
later smrtis, though the way of enumerating these
samskaras differs from one text to another. For
instance, the list of samskaras according to
Vedavysa,* are-Garbhadhana, Niskramana,
Annaprasanna, Vapanahriya, Karnavedha,
Vratadesa, Vedarambha, Kesanta, Snana, Udvaha,
Vivahaniparigraha, and Tretagni-Sangraha. In this
list Karnavedha, and the last two samskaras also
finds mention in later smrtis. It is, however, be
claimed that these rites were scrupulously observed
by all the dvija (twice-born) families, though we
may reasonably assume that more important of
these were generally performed by them in more
or less prescribed way. Of these samskaras, the first
three were performed respectively to promote
conception Garbhadhana or Nisekadharma, to
procure a male child Pumsavana and to ensure the
safety of the child in the womb Simanta. The
sixteen samskaras as mentioned in most of the
scriptures enwrap the entire journey of human life-
cycle.

Infanthood Samskaras and its prescribed
procedures and purpose- The rules and
regulations related to infanthood samskaras seem
to dwell on two main concerns. One was to ‘purify’
the child from the impurity of birth and to ward off
evil spirits, secondly to ensure health and prosperity
of the child and his family members.

A systematic investigation of the three popular
Samskaras - Namakarana, Niskramana,
Annaprasanna enjoined to be performed during
infanthood of a child in a Hindu family are more
or less universal in nature. Besides being based on
religious beliefs and social norms it is also observed
that the popular infanthood samskaras and its
prescribed ingredients for the performance of these
ritual, such as the sacred herbs - kusa, milk, darbha,

88 TS AT ¢ TS 2024

munja, honey, gold etc. are not only a cultural
practice but it is also considered to be scientifically
beneficial for the wellness of the recipient as well.
Apart from being a milestone in individual’s life -
stage, samskaras also provides a systematic pattern
of life based on ethical, logical, spiritual and
humanistic value.

Namakarana (Naming Ceremony) -With the
progress of social consciousness the Hindus very
early realized the importance of naming an
individual and transformed the practice of naming
into a religious ceremony. According to Brhaspati,
‘‘name is the primary means of social intercourse,
it brings about merits and it is the root of fortune.
From the name man attains fame.”’> After the birth
the child acquires a physical form (ripa), but not
yet a name (nama) so name giving rite is important
not only for individual’s identity but it indicative
of the lineage also. According to Satpatha
Brahmana® till one does not have a name, one is as
if concerned with evil (papa). The name is always
related to the identity and well-being of the child
and therefore naming a child is regarded as an
important ceremony. As prescribed in the
Grhyasutra, the Namakarana or the naming
ceremony was performed on the tenth or the
eleventh day after the birth of the child.” The tenth
day after birth was significant as it dealt with the
‘getting up’ of mother from the bed.

It is worth pointing out that the time and
procedure prescribed for infanthood rituals are
logical and practical. It clearly reflects the proper
scientific understanding of traditional practitioner
as well as their logical prescription for bringing out
the best of perfection. For instance, a number of
rites were conducted after the expiry of pollution
caused by birth. According to the prescribed rules
and regulations, on the tenth day, before the
commencement of name giving ritual, the father,
mother and the child after a head bath and wearing
new clothes are supposed to perform the rites. Then
the mother, having covered the child with pure cloth
and wetted its head with water, handed it over to
the father8. After this, offerings were made to
Prajapati, Agni and Soma.? Touching the sense-

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal « ISSN : 2456-0898



organs of the recipient’s head, most probably to
awaken its consciousness, the name was given.
Oblations were made invoking agni to give
longevity, while Agni was implored to gain
strength (by havis) and be full of ghee and be
protective like father. The fact that agni was
invoked to be protective like father shows the way
in which the protection that was given by the father
was seen as an ideal which even the deity could
emulate. Regarding the composition of the name,
itis mentioned in Paraskara Grhyastiira'®, that the
father must give the child a name beginning with a
consonant with a semi vowel in it, with a long
vowel or the visarga at the end and formed with
a Krt suffix, not with a Taddhita. Different rules
were prescribed for naming a girl. Girl should
be given an odd number of syllables ending in
‘da’. For boys even number of syllables was
prescribed. The reference to the use of different
rules for boys and girls reflects how they were
conceived as distinct and diverse forces. Manu!l
gives further qualifications of the name of a girl;
It should be easy to pronounce, not hard to
hear, of clear meaning, charming, auspicious,
ending in a long vowel and comprising some
blessing’.

The social status of the individual to be named
was also a determining factor in the composition
of the name. The names chosen for Brahmanas,
Ksatriya, Vaisyas and Studras indicated
auspiciousness, valour, wealth, and inferiority
respectively.1? The reference of this practice is also
given in Avantisundarikatha.!3 These were rules
for the male child and it seems as if for girls the
general rules applied rather than the ones for
different varnas. In the end the Sutrakara provides
that ‘a cow constitutes the sacrificial fee’.14 Tracing
the evolution of this practice it appears that though
in earlier times the father was given the privilege
to perform the Samskaras of his child but gradually
during the consolidation of the suitras, the place of
father got replaced by priest, thus reflecting a shift
in socio-cultural system. It is believed that
auspicious naming is crucial for having positive
impact on the person throughout his life by
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identification. All the rites related to Namakarana
were absolutely clear in their expectations of
what best qualities are to be inculcated in the
child. The child aspired to be intelligent,
virtuous and prosperous. The kind of prosperity
envisaged for the agni was sought for the child by
the powers inherent in the fire. Thus, name giving
rite is considered not only as an important ritual
but also an occasion of great socio-cultural
significance.

The Niskarmana (The first outing of a child)-
The rite of taking out the child was performed in
the fourth month, according to the Paraskara
Grhyasutra. The care with which the child was
shielded from external factors that could harm him
is seen from the elaborate way in which the child
was taken out of his home for the first time.

The proper procedure for the performance of
this rite as elaborated by Brhaspatil® is really
praiseworthy. According to him, while performing
this rite, after being properly dressed and adorned
by the mother the child should be taken out either
by father or maternal uncle, accompanied by friends
and relatives amidst sounds of musical instruments,
thus marking the celebration of this occasion with
positivity and enthusiasm.

The Paraskara Grhyasutra states in the fourth
month while performing this rite, ‘the father made
the child look at the sun, pronouncing the verse,
‘that eye...”16 Itis believed that the presence of the
natural and supernatural threats outside the house
could harm the child. Therefore, ensuring the
protection and wellbeing of the child, the worship
of various sun and moon was sought.

The logic behind the entire ceremony lay in
the physical need of the child and impressing upon
it the sublime grandeur of the universe. This ritual
aims at making the child face the five elements
(earth, water, fire, air, and sky) of universe and
exposure to sunlight. This Samskara also highlights
the scientific relevance and necessity of fresh air
and sunlight for proper growth and survival on this
earth. Symbolically it conveys on the budding
awareness of the infant that this universe is a
sublime creation of God and it should be duly
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appreciated, thus generating respect for the five
elements which are vital for life.

Annaprasana (Initiation of feeding grain to a
child)- Annaprasanais a very important infanthood
rite which marks a child’s first intake of grain or
solid food. As prescribed in the sacred scriptures
the feeding with solid food should be conducted
in the sixth month according to the Grhyastitras!”.
This rite is usually performed when the infant’s
first tooth appears, this rite is believed to
sanctify the process of weaning. Tracing the
evolution of this rite, it seems that the ceremony of
feeding the child for the first time put was properly
ritualised during the sutra period. The sutra
contains proper prescription about the suitable
time of performance, the type of food and the
verses to be recited. Dandin’savantisundarikatha'®
has also mentioned that, solid food, usually rice,
was given to the child for the first time in the sixth
month.

On the day of feeding, after the preparation of
the food, one offering was made to Speech with
the words, ‘the gods have generated the goddess,
Speech; manifold animals speak her forth. May she,
the sweet-sounding, the highly praised one, come
to us. Svaha!’.1° The next oblation was offered to
vigour, ‘May vigour come to us to-day’.20 The
father then sacrificed cooked food with further four
oblations with the following phrases: Through
up-breathing may I enjoy food, Svaha!
Through down breathing may I enjoy food Svaha!
Through my eye, I may enjoy visible things.
Svaha! Here the word ‘food’ is used in a wide
sense. The prayer was offered for all the senses of
the child to be gratified so that he may live a happy
life. After this the father set apart food of all kinds
and flavours for feeding the child and fed it silently
orwithsyllable Hant (well)’ 2! The remnant was
eaten by the mother?2 instead of being disposed
off where someone could inflict harm to the child.
Thus, the leftover food was safely disposed off by
the mother. The feeding of the Brahmanas is
regarded as an important aspect of this ritual for
proper conclusion and termination of this
ceremony.
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Textual reference of wide range of food
options finds mention in various texts, it was
believed that the first cereals given to the infant
would set the tone for his future and so a range of
food options were offered, each symbolic of certain
qualities. According to Sankhayana and
AsvalayanaGrhyasitra, if the father desires
nourishment for the child, he should feed him goat’s
flesh; boiled rice and ghee for splendor, if he is
desirous of holy lusture and nourishment flesh of
partridge?? is recommended. He should feed the
child with fish if he is desirous of swiftness; such
food should be prepared with boiled rice with milk,
curd and honey. Verses invoking the ‘Lord of food’
(annapati) to give food without pain to the body
and giving strength (susim) and to bestow ‘energy’
(tirja) on men and animal were invoked.24 It appears
that the recommendation of meat and flesh in the
Grhyasutras must have been inspired by the Vedic
idea of animal sacrifice and light and nutritious food
for the child in the sixth month.23 The food is
usually presented as animal food. Later day
tendency however, was towards vegetarianism. But
animal products like ghee, curd and milk were still
retained and regarded as the most common item of
food for the child. The popular practice, that
eventually became common, was of giving of milk
and rice. Whatever the variety of food may be, the
main concern was to provide light and conducive
nutritious food to the child.

Regarding the proper time of the rite to be
conducted Susruta suggested that ‘‘one should feed
the child in the sixth month with light and suitable
food.”’26 Endorsing the medicinal properties of gold
Susruta has also prescribed that the infant should
be fed with a golden spoon. The use of a golden
spoon, according to Helene Stork, is also related
with folk medicine and some magico-religious
beliefs which form essential elements in the rituals
and child-care in India.?” The fact that gold spoon
was generally recommended for feeding the child
clearly emphasize the medicinal properties of gold.
For gold is believed to be beneficial for health and
protective both, when it is absorbed into the body
and when it is worn in the form of ornaments. It
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can also be powerful and efficient in the simple
form of a spoon, however brief its contact with the
baby’s lips.

The material- cultural significance of gold dates
back to the Vedic period. In ancient times, fire was
thought to be the strongest repeller of demons. The
underlying idea is that gold (‘the seed of agni’) is
born from fire, and therefore, has the power to
purify whatever it touches. Agni is also believed
to be the ‘mouth’ of different gods, the mouth into
which ghee is poured during the chanting of
mantras when the ritual is performed. For all these
magico-religious reasons gold and agni are believed
to bestow vitality, strength and longevity.

The logic behind the prescribed time-period for
Annaprasana Samskara seems to suggest that the
child should be weaned away from mother’s milk
at the rationally appropriate time.

It is significant to note that all the rituals related
to infanthood and the ingredients suggested for the
performance of the rituals were mainly meant for
the well-being and prosperity of the child. Other
goals included protection through invocation and
propitiation of deities.

Helene Stork has rightly observed that, ‘in the
rites connected with pregnancy, childbirth, and the
postnatal care of the infant, it is impossible to make
a distinction between folk medicine, witchcraft and
religion. Medicinal recipes made of herbs
according to ayurvedic rules are prescribed side
by side with amulets, talismans, and rites that chase
away bad spirits and the ‘evil eye’.28 From the
moment of conception onwards, special gestures
and rituals were used in order to protect the child.
These rituals and gestures therefore have a
protective significance also.

Sacrifices and prayers also form essential
elements in the performance of most of the child
rearing rituals. As projected in the texts, the main
objectives behind the infanthood samskaras are to
keep illness and negative forces at bay. Ayurveda,
one of the precious medical heritages and a very
useful system of life science clearly stresses on
adaptation of healthy life style through the
consumption of suitable herbs and organic food. It
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is worth noticing that the herbs and ingredients used
in the infanthood samskaras mainly while
performing the Annaprasana samskarais based on
the classic ayurveda knowledge. The Grhyasutras
reiterates the fact that all the rituals ensured the well-
being of the child. The role of parents in the rituals
related to infanthood shows that there must have
been support for the mother in child rearing
activities. The main objective of all the infanthood
samskaras aim at the welfare of the child by
protecting it from the perceived dangers,
threatening evil forces and illness. A careful
analysis of infanthood samskaras clearly highlights
the multi-facet benefits related to the health,
prosperity, removal of negative influence,
adaptation, mental and physical growth, along with
inculcation of moral and social ethics through these
samskaras.

An evaluation of the socio-scientific
understanding of the infanthood samskaras
highlights the fact that the rites are performed with
the objective of imparting positive potential in a
child. The infanthood samskara aim at paving the
proper way for physical and spiritual journey of
the recipient.

Infanthood samskaranot only aim at physical
well-being but are a means of moulding the
personality of the individual and preventing the
child from various psychosocial discrepancies, thus
imparting higher sanctity of life. At the same time
many aspects of infanthood related rituals appear
to be of utmost importance as it emphasize that
many of these traditional practices have a genuine
value for the proper growth of the child. Majority
of the prescribed traditional practices are well
founded. It is therefore significant to preserve and
harmonize Indian culture and traditional wisdom
with modern scientific knowledge for the well-
being of the child and maintenance of cosmic and
socio-religious order.
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Research Paper

Ravi Kumar

Abstract:

Karpoori Thakur, a towering figure in Indian
politics, is celebrated for his relentless efforts toward
social harmony and justice. Born into a humble family
in Bihar, Thakur’s life journey from a school teacher
to the Chief Minister of Bihar is emblematic of his
dedication to the upliftment of the marginalised. His
contributions to social reform, particularly in the realms
of education, reservation policies, and caste-based
discrimination, have left an indelible mark on Indian
society. This article delves into Thakur’s life, his
pioneering work in social reforms, and his posthumous
recognition with the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest
civilian award.

Introduction:

Karpoori Thakur was an influential political
leader, social reformer, and educator who played a
pivotal role in shaping modern Bihar. Known for his
simplicity, integrity, and unwavering commitment to
social justice, Thakur’s life is a testament to the power
of determination and the pursuit of equity. He was a
prominent figure in the socialist movement in India
and worked tirelessly to bridge the gap between
different social strata, particularly focusing on the
upliftment of the backward and marginalized
communities. His legacy is not just confined to the
political arena but also extends to his significant
contributions to social harmony in India.

Early Life:

Karpoori Thakur was born on January 24, 1924,
in the small village of Pitaunjhia, located in the
Samastipur district of Bihar. He hailed from a humble
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Karpoori Thakur : Enlightened
Hero of Social Harmony

family belonging to the Nishad (fishermen) community,
amarginalized group that was often relegated to the
fringes of society. The struggles of his early life, marked
by poverty and hardship, played a crucial role in
shaping his worldview and instilling in him a deep
commitment to social justice. Growing up in an
environment where economic hardship was the norm,
young Karpoori was acutely aware of the challenges
faced by the underprivileged, and these experiences
would later inform his political activism and reformist
agenda.

Despite the financial constraints his family faced,
Karpoori Thakur’s father, recognizing the value of
education, made significant sacrifices to ensure that
his son received schooling. This was no small feat,
especially during a time when access to education
was a rare privilege for children from marginalized
communities. The commitment of Thakur’s family to
his education was a testament to their belief in its
transformative power, and it laid the foundation for
his future role as a leader and reformer.

Thakur began his education in his native village,
where he quickly distinguished himself as a bright and
diligent student. His intellectual abilities and thirst for
knowledge led him to pursue further education at the
prestigious T.K. Ghosh Academy in Patna. There, he
excelled in his studies, particularly in mathematics and
English, subjects that demanded analytical thinking
and a disciplined approach. His academic success
was not just a personal achievement; it was also a
reflection of the potential that lay untapped within
marginalized communities, provided they were given
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the opportunity to learn and grow.

However, alongside his academic pursuits, Thakur
became increasingly aware of the stark socioeconomic
inequalities that defined Indian society, particularly the
caste-based discrimination that permeated every
aspect of life. These injustices were not merely
abstract concepts to him; they were lived realities that
he and others in his community faced on a daily basis.
The discrimination and prejudice he encountered
during his formative years deeply influenced his political
ideology. Witnessing the systemic barriers that
prevented people from marginalized communities from
advancing in society, Thakur developed a strong sense
of responsibility to challenge and dismantle these
oppressive structures.

His experiences as a student, combined with the
indignities suffered by his community, ignited inhima
determination to fight for the rights of the oppressed.
Thakur’s commitment to social change was further
fueled by the influence of the broader freedom struggle
in India, which was gaining momentum during his
youth. He was inspired by leaders who advocated
for equality, justice, and the eradication of social evils,
and he began to envision a future where all individuals,
regardless of their caste or economic status, could
live with dignity and access the same opportunities.

As he grew older, Thakur’s early experiences
with poverty, caste discrimination, and the
transformative power of education became the driving
forces behind his political activism. He saw education
not just as a means of personal advancement, but as
a powerful tool to uplift entire communities. His
resolve to fight against caste-based discrimination and
inequality only grew stronger, eventually leading him
to dedicate his life to public service and the cause of
social justice. Karpoori Thakur’s early life, marked
by hardship but also by a relentless pursuit of
knowledge and justice, laid the groundwork for his
future role as a champion of the marginalized and a
visionary leader in the fight for amore equitable society.
Thakur’s philosophy:

Karpoori Thakur, an influential Indian politician
and social reformer from Bihar, was known for his
unwavering dedication to social justice and the
upliftment of marginalized communities. His philosophy
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was deeply rooted in principles that sought to create
an equitable society, where everyone, regardless of
their caste, class, or background, had equal
opportunities.

One of the cornerstones of Thakur’s philosophy
was his commitment to “social justice and equality”.
He championed the rights of the underprivileged,
focusing particularly on the backward classes, Dalits,
and other marginalized groups. His vision was to
establish a society where discrimination was
eradicated, and everyone had a fair chance to
succeed.

Asignificant contribution of Karpoori Thakur was
his introduction of “reservation policies in jobs and
education” for backward classes in Bihar. This move
was a clear reflection of his dedication to reducing
social disparities and ensuring that the marginalized
had access to opportunities that were previously
denied to them. By advocating for reservations, he
aimed to create a more level playing field.

Thakur also placed a strong emphasis on “rural
development and education” as essential tools for
empowering the poor and underprivileged. He
believed that education was the key to social change
and that improving rural infrastructure was crucial for
the balanced development of the state. His efforts
were geared towards ensuring that the benefits of
development reached even the most remote and
neglected areas.

Known for his personal integrity, Karpoori Thakur
practiced “simple living and high thinking”. He led by
example, living modestly and staying close to the
common people, which earned him the affectionate
title of “Jan Nayak” (people’s leader). His lifestyle
was a testament to his belief in the values of simplicity,
honesty, and humility.

Thakur was also a staunch opponent of
corruption. His tenure as Chief Minister of Bihar was
marked by a relentless fight against corruption, as he
believed that “eradicating corruption” was crucial for
the progress of the state and the nation. He worked
tirelessly to create a clean and accountable
government.

Finally, Karpoori Thakur’s vision was one of
“inclusive development”, where the benefits of
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progress were shared by all sections of society,
particularly those who had been historically
marginalized. His policies and actions were always
aimed at ensuring that no one was left behind in the
journey towards development.

Karpoori Thakur’s philosophy continues to inspire
political leaders and social activists who advocate for
social justice, equality, and the upliftment of the
marginalized in India. His legacy is a reminder of the
power of principled leadership and the impact it can
have on society.

Social Works and Social Reforms:

Karpoori Thakur’s political career began in
earnest during his student years when he became
actively involved in the Indian independence
movement. Inspired by the socialist ideals of leaders
like Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia and Jayaprakash
Narayan, Thakur gravitated toward a vision of India
where the rights of the poor and marginalized were
central to the nation’s progress. These leaders
championed the causes of the downtrodden,
advocating for a society based on equality, social
justice, and the dismantling of caste hierarchies. Their
influence was profound in shaping Thakur’s own
political ideology.

In 1942, when the Quit India Movement was
launched by Mahatma Gandhi, calling for an end to
British rule, Karpoori Thakur, then a young student,
took an active role in this historic struggle. The
movement, characterized by mass protests and civil
disobedience, was met with severe repression by the
British authorities. Thakur, undeterred by the risks,
joined thousands of other freedom fighters in
demanding independence. His participation in the Quit
India Movement led to his imprisonment, acommon
fate for many who dared to challenge colonial rule.
This period of incarceration was formative for Thakur,
deepening his resolve to fight for the oppressed and
shaping his lifelong commitment to social justice.

With India’s independence in 1947, the nation
embarked on the complex task of building a new,
democratic society. For Thakur, the end of colonial
rule was only the beginning of another struggle:
addressing the deep-seated social and economic
inequalities that plagued the country. He recognized
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that independence would be meaningless if it did not
bring tangible improvements to the lives of the poor
and marginalized. Thus, he transitioned into electoral
politics, seeing it as a platform through which he could
implement the changes he envisioned.

Thakur’s political journey took a significant step
forward when he was elected to the Bihar Legislative
Assembly in 1952, representing the Socialist Party.
This marked the beginning of a distinguished political
career that would span several decades. Over the
years, he held various positions in the state
government, each of which he used to push forward
his agenda of social reform. His reputation as a
principled and dedicated leader grew, earning him
widespread respect and support, particularly among
the backward classes and marginalized communities.

Thakur served as the Chief Minister of Bihar on
two occasions, first from 1970 to 1971 and later from
1977 to 1979. His tenures were marked by a series
of groundbreaking social reforms that sought to
address the deep-rooted inequalities in Bihar. One of
his most significant contributions was the
implementation of the reservation policy for backward
classes in Bihar. This policy ensured that socially and
economically disadvantaged groups had access to
government jobs and educational opportunities, which
had historically been dominated by the upper castes.
Thakur’s reservation policy was not just a political
maneuver but a bold step toward correcting historical
injustices. It provided a model for affirmative action
that was later adopted by other states and became a
cornerstone of India’s approach to social justice.

Beyond the reservation policy, Karpoori Thakur
was instrumental in introducing the “Karpoori Thakur
Formula,” a pioneering approach that aimed at
providing proportional representation to backward
classes in government services and educational
institutions. The formulawas revolutionary in its focus
on ensuring that the benefits of government
employment and education were distributed more
equitably across all sections of society, particularly
those who had been systematically excluded. This
initiative was a critical step toward achieving social
justice in Bihar and played a significant role in reducing
caste-based disparities in the state.
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Thakur’s commitment to education was another
hallmark of his tenure. He firmly believed that
education was the key to empowering the
marginalized and enabling them to participate fully in
the socio-economic development of the country. To
this end, he introduced free education for girls up to
matriculation, a policy that had far-reaching
implications for female literacy and empowerment in
Bihar. Recognizing that the English language, which
was mandatory in schools, posed a barrier for many
students from non-English-speaking backgrounds,
Thakur also abolished the compulsory study of
English. This move made education more accessible
to a broader section of society, particularly the
backward communities, and significantly increased
literacy rates in the state.

Thakur’s vision extended beyond just social and
educational reforms; he was deeply committed to
fostering communal harmony and unity among
different castes and communities. Bihar, like many
parts of India, was often fraught with caste-based
tensions and violence. Thakur recognized that true
progress could only be achieved in an environment
of peace and inclusivity. He worked tirelessly to
reduce caste-based violence and discrimination,
advocating for policies and initiatives that promoted
social harmony. His emphasis on inclusivity was
evident in his efforts to create a more equitable society
where every individual, regardless of their caste or
background, had the opportunity to succeed.

Throughout his career, Karpoori Thakur remained
a steadfast advocate for the marginalized, and his
legacy continues to resonate in Bihar and across India.
His contributions to social justice, education, and
communal harmony have left an indelible mark on the
political and social fabric of the state. Thakur’s life
and work serve as a powerful reminder of the impact
that principled leadership and acommitment to equity
can have in transforming society. His efforts to uplift
the marginalized and ensure their rightful place in the
nation’s development are a testament to his enduring
legacy as one of India’s most respected and beloved
leaders.

Achievements:
Karpoori Thakur’s relentless pursuit of social
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justice and his contributions to the upliftment of the
marginalized earned him immense respect and
admiration across India. Although he passed away
on February 17, 1988, his legacy continues to inspire
generations of social reformers and political leaders.

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions
to Indian society, Thakur was posthumously awarded
the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award. The
Bharat Ratna is bestowed upon individuals who have
rendered exceptional service to the nation in various
fields, and Thakur’s work in promoting social
harmony, education, and justice made him a deserving
recipient of this prestigious honor.

Thakur’s Bharat Ratna is not just a recognition
of his achievements but also a symbol of
the ongoing struggle for social equality in India. It
serves as a reminder of the importance of addressing
caste-based discrimination and ensuring that every
citizen has the opportunity to live with dignity and
respect. His life and work continue to inspire social
activists and policymakers to strive for a more just
and inclusive society.

Conclusion:

Karpoori Thakur was a visionary leader whose
life was dedicated to the cause of social justice and
harmony. His contributions to the upliftment of
marginalized communities, particularly in Bihar, have
lefta lasting impact on Indian society. Thakur’s legacy
as a champion of the oppressed and a proponent of
social harmony continues to resonate in contemporary
India, where issues of caste-based discrimination and
social inequality remain relevant.

The posthumous award of the Bharat Ratna
to Karpoori Thakur is a testament to his enduring
influence and the recognition of his invaluable
contributions to the nation. His life story serves asan
inspiration to all those who believe in the principles of
equality, justice, and social harmony. As India
continues to grapple with issues of social inequality,
Thakur’s legacy provides a guiding light for future
generations to follow.
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Changing Demographics
and Voter Turnout
In Jaipur
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Abstract

This paper investigates the changing demographics of Jaipur district, Rajasthan, and their impact on electoral
participation over the past decade. By examining demographic shifts, including age distribution, education
levels, urbanization, and socioeconomic status, this study aims to understand how these factors influence
voting behavior and electoral turnout. Using a combination of quantitative data from the Election Commission
of India and qualitative insights from surveys and interviews, this paper highlights trends in voter participation
and the underlying demographic factors driving these changes.
Introduction

India, as the world’s largest democracy, witnesses a dynamic electoral landscape shaped by various
factors, including demographic changes. Jaipur, the capital city of Rajasthan and a vital socio-political hub, has
experienced significant demographic transformations in the last decade. Understanding
how these changes correlate with electoral participation is critical in assessing the health of democracy and the
representativeness of electoral outcomes. This study primarily aims to analyze the interplay between changing
demographics and electoral participation in Jaipur by focusing on the last decade’s trends.

Figure 1 Location Map of Study Area
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Study Area

Jaipur district is located in the central-eastern part of Rajasthan state. Its latitudinal extension is 26°25" to
27°51 north latitude and longitudinal extension is 74°55” to 76°15 east longitude. It is spread over 3.23
percent of Rajasthan state. The area of Jaipur district is 11,061.44 sq. km. It is surrounded by Sikar in the
north, Haryana in the north-east, Alwar and Dausa in the east and Sawai Madhopur in the south-east, Tonk
in the south and Ajmer in the west and Nagaur district in the north-west.
Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods approach. Quantitative data was obtained from the Election
Commission of India, Census data, and socio-economic surveys. For qualitative insights, interviews were
conducted with local political analysts, community leaders, and voters across various demographics. This
dual approach enables a comprehensive understanding of the data and its implications.
Data Sources
1. Election Commission of India: Voter turnout statistics, election results.
2. Census of India: Population demographics, literacy rates, urban-rural distribution.
3. Field Surveys: Insights from local residents.
4. Secondary Literature: Academic papers, local news articles, and government reports.
Changing Demographics in Jaipur

At present there are a total of 4589 polling stations in Jaipur district. The entire district is divided into 19
assembly constituencies, out of which 8 are located in urban areas and 11 in rural areas.As per the year 2011,
the total number of voters in the district was 3720644 out of which 53.90 percent were male and 46.10
percent were female voters. By the year 2015, there was an increase of 13.89 percent in these total voters
and the total number of voters was recorded as 4237645 out of which 53.20 percent were male and 46.80
percent were female voters.

Table 1- Electors Population in Jaipur District from 2011 to 2024

Electors 2011 Electors 2015 Electors 2020 Electors 2024
Assembly Male Female | Total Male Female | Total Male Female | Total Male Female | Total
Constituency
KOTPUTLI 89554 | 77143 | 166697 | 101565 | 88693 | 190258 | 109716 |97273 206989 | 121294 | 106484 | 227778

VIRATNAGAR 87989 | 76345 | 164334 | 99952 87337 | 187289 | 110452 | 99107 209559 | 122844 | 109470 | 232314
SHAHPURA 90514 | 78180 | 168694 | 100659 | 87851 | 188510 | 110661 |99710 210371 | 122836 | 111847 | 234683

CHOMU 90638 | 78148 | 168786 | 104294 | 92512 | 196806 | 115882 | 106463 | 222345 | 131007 | 122766 | 253773
PHULERA 103505 | 89688 [ 193193 | 116719 | 103240 | 219959 | 124890 | 114590 | 239480 | 136369 | 127040 | 263409
DUDU 98222 | 88260 | 186482 | 110304 | 100256 | 210560 | 119876 | 111139 |[231015 | 131191 | 123322 | 254513
JHOTWARA 139116 | 119533 | 258649 | 173956 | 154662 | 328618 | 194651 | 177471 | 372122 | 227044 | 210435 | 437479
AMBER 103901 | 90828 | 194729 | 116373 | 102892 | 219265 | 132470 | 119768 | 252238 | 152512 | 139505 | 292017
JAMWA 88186 | 76848 | 165034 | 99867 87059 | 186926 | 109305 [97034 206339 | 122654 | 110536 | 233190
RAMGARH

HAWAMAHAL 107519 | 88832 | 196351 | 116461 | 99253 | 215714 | 126770 | 111681 | 238451 | 136760 | 123317 | 260077
VIDHYADHAR  |137878 | 112751 | 250629 | 164471 | 142599 | 307070 | 172452 |155364 | 327816 | 182138 | 168500 | 350638
NAGAR
CIVIL LINES 108417 | 91206 | 199623 | 120265 | 107752 | 228017 | 122040 | 113508 | 236448 | 126742 | 119558 | 246300
KISHANPOLE 101820 | 83697 | 185517 | 105604 | 91130 | 196734 | 101329 | 90507 191836 | 101734 | 93168 | 194902
ADARSH NAGAR|[105479 | 86894 | 192373 | 121431 | 103726 | 225157 | 131710 |116708 | 248418 | 142373 | 128730 | 271103
MALVIYA NAGAR|105172 | 91643 | 196815 | 108853 | 99339 | 208192 | 109863 |103131 |212994 | 111857 | 106655 | 218512
SANGANER 133526 | 111776 | 245302 | 150902 | 131246 | 282148 | 163878 |147228 | 311106 | 187585 | 171428 | 359013

BAGRU 131134 | 109806 | 240940 | 142839 | 123079 | 265918 | 164373 | 147041 | 311414 | 188594 | 171419 | 360013
BASSI 91824 | 81484 | 173308 | 99343 89404 | 188747 | 108882 |[100610 |[209492 | 122107 | 113068 | 235175
CHAKSU 91045 | 82143 | 173188 | 100744 | 91013 | 191757 | 108530 | 98582 207112 | 120857 | 111223 | 232080
Total 2005439 | 1715205 3720644 | 2254602 | 1983043| 4237645 | 2438630 | 2206915 | 4645545| 2688498 2468471 5156969

Source- Election Commission of Rajasthan.
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In the year 2011, the Jhotwara assembly
constituency had the highest number of voters which
was 6.95 percent of the total voters. Apart from this,
Vidyadhar Nagar, Sanganer and Bagru assembly
constituencies also had more than 6 percent voters.
This year, the lowest number of voters were registered
in Viratnagar assembly constituency of the district
which was 4.42 percent of the total voters.

In the year 2015, the highest number of voters
were in Jhotwara and Vidyadhar Nagar assembly
constituencies which was more than 7.25 percent of
the total voters, apart from this, Sanganer and Bagru
assembly constituencies also had more than 6 percent
voters. Whereas this year the lowest number of voters
were registered in Viratnagar assembly constituency
of the district which was 4.42 percent of the total
voters. In most of the assembly constituencies, the
percentage of voters was between 4 to 5.

In the year 2020, the total number of voters in the
district was 4645545, which increased by 9.63
percent compared to the year 2015. At the same time,
by the year 2024, this growth rate was recorded at
11.01 percent and in the year 2024, the total number
of voters was recorded as 51569609.

If we talk about population growth in Jaipur
district, it is known that after independence, the
population growth rate in the district remained high
except in the year 1991. This population growth rate
was 35.06 percent in the year 2001 and 26.91 percent
in the year 2011.

According to the 2011 census, the total population
of Jaipur district is 66.26 lakhs, of which 34.68 lakhs
are male and 31.57 lakhs are female. The rural
population is 32.58 lakhs and the urban population is
33.67 lakhs.

In comparison to the total population of 6626178
reported in the year 2011, the number of voters in the
district is 3720644 which is 56.15 percent of the total
population. Atthe same time, the estimated population
of Jaipur district in the year 2024 is estimated to be
85 lakh, on this basis the percentage of total voters
can be up to 60.67 percent of the total population.
Age Distribution

The age structure of Jaipur district has seen a
notable transformation. The population of young
voters (18-25 years) has increased, attributed to high
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youth migration to urban areas for education and
employment. This demographic shift holds significant
implications for electoral participation, as younger
voters often have different political priorities
compared to older voters.
Education Levels

Educational attainment has risen significantly over
the past decade, with a sharp increase in higher
education enrollment. This has resulted in a more
informed electorate that is likely to engage more
actively in electoral processes. However, educational
disparities, especially among marginalized groups, still
persist, impacting overall electoral turnout.
Urbanization

As Jaipur has experienced rapid urbanization, the
influx of populations from rural surroundings has
changed the voter base. Urban voters tend to have
different socio-political interests than their rural
counterparts, often resulting in differing voting
patterns. The urban electorate is generally more
concerned with issues like development,
infrastructure, and governance, which may influence
their likelihood to participate in elections.
Socioeconomic Status

Economic factors play a critical role in electoral
participation. The rise in middle-class voters and an
increase in disposable incomes in Jaipur district have
fostered a culture of political engagement. However,
economic disparities also mean that poorer
populations may face barriers to participation, such
as lack of access to information, transportation, and
financial constraints.
Electoral Participation Trends in Jaipur
Voter Turnout Analysis

\oter turnout is a crucial indicator of democratic
health. In Jaipur, the voter turnout rate has shown
variability over the decade. The 2014 general
elections recorded a turnout of approximately 64%,
with a gradual increase in the subsequent elections,
peaking at 68% in the 2019 elections. However, local
elections often see lower participation rates, which
could be impacted by disillusionment with local
governance or lack of awareness.
Factors Influencing Electoral Participation
1. Awareness Campaigns: Increased voter

education campaigns by NGOs and
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governmental bodies have played a vital role in
mobilizing young voters and first-time voters.

\2. Social Media Influence: The rise of social
media platforms has transformed political
engagement, especially among younger
demographics, who are more likely to express
their political opinions and participate in electoral
discussions online.

3. Community Engagement: Local community
initiatives aimed at fostering political awareness
have contributed to increased voter turnout,
particularly among marginalized groups.

Discussion
The relationship between demographics and

electoral participation in Jaipur district underscores

the complexity of modern electoral politics. While
demographic shifts, such as increased youth and
education levels, have positively influenced voter
engagement, socioeconomic disparities continue to
present challenges. The need for targeted interventions
to ensure inclusivity in the electoral processiis critical,
particularly for the economically disadvantaged.
Furthermore, data indicates that addressing
urban-rural divides in political participation requires

acknowledging differing concerns and aspirations. A

comprehensive approach, combining educational

efforts with socioeconomic support, may enhance

voter engagement across all demographics.

Conclusion

The past decade has witnessed significant changes

in the demographics of Jaipur district, which have had

notable repercussions on electoral participation.

Understanding these dynamics is essential for

policymakers, political parties, and civil society

organizations to enhance democratic participation.

Continued research and targeted policies will be vital

in ensuring that all demographic segments are

adequately represented in the electoral process,

fostering a healthier democratic environment in Jaipur
and beyond.
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Research Paper

Swarnika

Abstract

This paper explores the sexual politics in
Aristophanes' Lysistrata through a contemporary lens,
examining how the play’s portrayal of gender
dynamics remains relevant today. By analysing the
strategic use of sexuality by the women in the play,
the paper argues that Lysistrata goes beyond comedy
to offer a critiqgue of male-dominated power
structures. The analysis considers both historical and
modern feminist perspectives, discussing how the play
has been interpreted as both a feminist text and as
reinforcing patriarchal norms. Additionally, the paper
draws parallels between the sexual politics in Lysistrata
and modern feminist movements, particularly in the
context of sexual autonomy and political resistance.
Ultimately, the paper highlights the enduring relevance
of Lysistrata in discussions of gender, power, and
political agency.
Research Paper

Aristophanes' Lysistrata, penned in 411 BCE, tells
the story of Greek women, led by Lysistrata, who
devise a bold strategy to end the Peloponnesian War:
they vow to withhold sex from their husbands and
lovers until peace is achieved. This premise, which
blends humour with a critique of societal norms, has
captivated audiences for centuries. Though rooted in
the specific context of ancient Greece, Lysistrata’s
exploration of sexual politics remains strikingly
relevant. This paper contends that the play uses sexual
politics not merely as a source of humour but as a
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Sex as Strategy : Exploring
Gender Dynamics in Lysistrata
through a Contemporary Lens

serious commentary on gender dynamics that continue
to resonate today. By examining the power relations
depicted in the play and relating them to modern
feminist thought, we can better understand Lysistrata’s
enduring impact on discussions of gender, power, and
political agency.

In ancient Greek society, women were primarily
confined to domestic roles, responsible for household
management and child-rearing, while men dominated
public life, engaging in politics, warfare, and intellectual
pursuits. This sharp division of gender roles is evident
in Greek literature, including Lysistrata, where the
women’s decision to engage in political action by
withholding sex is portrayed as a radical departure
from traditional expectations. Aristophanes uses this
act of withholding sex as a powerful tool for disrupting
established power dynamics. The women, led by
Lysistrata, understand that their sexuality grants them
a unique form of influence over men, and they wield
this power strategically. By refusing sex, they force
the men to confront their demands for peace,
effectively flipping the conventional notion of women’s
sexuality as passive and submissive.

Although Lysistrata is a comedy, its humour is
closely tied to its political message. The absurdity of
women seizing control of the Acropolis and using sex
as leverage serves to underscore the irrationality of
the ongoing war and the obstinacy of the men who
perpetuate it. Yet, beneath the comedic surface liesa
pointed critique of the male-dominated power
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structures that the women challenge. The play’s
humour makes its political critique more accessible
toitsaudience, while simultaneously encouraging them
to reflect on the underlying gender dynamics.

The feminist movement of the 1960s and 1970s
often revisited historical texts to find examples of
women resisting patriarchal norms. Lysistrata was
seen by some as an early instance of collective feminist
action. The women in the play are not merely
withholding sex; they are organizing, strategizing, and
challenging the status quo in ways that resonate with
second-wave feminism, which sought to dismantle
systemic gender inequalities. Contemporary feminist
analysis, often employing an intersectional approach,
looks at how race, class, and sexuality intersect with
gender. Through this lens, Lysistrata can be
reinterpreted to explore how the women’s collective
action reflects broader social dynamics. Although the
play focuses primarily on gender, an intersectional
reading might reveal different experiences among the
women in the play, shaped by their social status and
the expectations imposed on them.

Despite its potential as a feminist text, Lysistrata
has faced criticism within feminist discourse. Some
argue that the play reinforces patriarchal norms by
depicting women as manipulative, relying on their
sexuality to gain power. Others contend that the
women’s victory is superficial, as the play concludes
with a return to the status quo, where men resume
their dominance in both public and private spheres.
This critique raises important questions about whether
Lysistrata ultimately challenges or upholds the gender
norms of its time.

The concept of a sex strike as a form of protest
has appeared in various modern contexts, often
inspired by Lysistrata. For instance, in 2003, women
in Liberia organized a sex strike to demand an end to
civil war, atactic that played a role in the eventual
peace process. Similar protests have occurred in other
countries, demonstrating the lasting influence of the
strategy depicted in Lysistrata. These modern
examples highlight the continued relevance of the
play’s themes in contemporary political activism. The
concept of sexual autonomy is central both to
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Lysistrata and to modern feminist thought. The
women’s decision to withhold sex in the play is a
radical assertion of control over their bodies, signalling
that they will no longer be passive participants in a
system that marginalizes them. This theme aligns with
contemporary discussions on sexual consent, bodily
autonomy, and the right to make decisions about one’s
own body.

The power dynamics in Lysistrata bear significant
similarities to those in contemporary society. Although
the context has changed, the struggle for gender
equality and the use of sexuality as a form of resistance
remain pertinent. The play invites us to consider the
progress made in addressing these issues and the
lessons that can be drawn from the past to inform
ongoing efforts for gender justice. Aristophanes is
often viewed as a conservative writer, more interested
in preserving the social order than challenging it.
However, Lysistrata complicates this view by
presenting a scenario in which women successfully
disrupt the male-dominated status quo. Whether this
is an endorsement of feminist principles or a satirical
critique of the idea that women could wield such power
is open to interpretation. This paper argues that
Lysistrata can be seen both as a product of its time
and as a text that anticipates some of the concerns of
modern feminism.

Lysistrata provides valuable insights into the
intersections of sexuality, power, and politics. By re-
examining this ancient text through a contemporary
lens, we can better understand the evolution of gender
dynamics and the persistence of certain inequalities.
The play encourages critical thinking about the use of
sexual politics in contemporary movements and the
potential for such strategies to bring about change.
Aristophanes' Lysistrata continues to be a powerful
and thought-provoking text, relevant in today’s
discussions about gender, power, and political agency.
Though it is firmly rooted in the social and political
context of ancient Greece, its exploration of sexual
politics offers timeless insights into how women can
challenge and disrupt patriarchal structures. By
analysing Lysistrata in both historical and
contemporary contexts, we gain a deeper
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understanding of the ongoing struggle for gender
equality and the role of sexuality in that struggle.
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Research Paper

Dashrath Singh Gurjar

Abstract

This comparative analysis investigates the
functions, organisational frameworks, and
efficacy of the Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) and the National Human
Rights Commission of India (NHRC) in the
advancement and safeguarding of human rights.
Both commissions were created to specifically
tackle human rights issues in their own nations,
with the European Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) being founded in 2000 and the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in 1993.
Despite having a same objective, their operating
environments vary greatly as a result of different
political, social, and economic circumstances. The
European Human Rights Council (EHRC)
functions within a multifaceted context
characterised by ethnic tensions and political
volatility. The primary objective has been to
provide comprehensive documentation of human
rights infringements in areas of conflict such as
Tigray and to promote awareness of human rights.
Nevertheless, the issue of political meddling and
restricted enforcement authority pose significant
obstacles to its efficacy. The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC), founded in the
biggest democracy globally, functions within a
politically stable context but nevertheless
confronts substantial human rights issues like as
caste-based prejudice, religious conflicts, and
police violence. Notwithstanding its wider scope
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Comparative Study of

Ethiopia and India’'s Human

Rights Commissions

and resources in comparison to the EHRC, the
NHRC nonetheless faces challenges related to
government interference and restricted power to
implement its findings. Each commission has
similar constraints, including inadequate
resources, absence of independence, and
conclusions that are not legally obligatory.
However, they have made significant contributions
to the field of human rights by conducting
investigations into violations and championing the
rights of underprivileged communities. The
present analysis asserts that the augmentation of
the autonomy and enforcement capacities of both
commissions is imperative for the enhancement
of human rights safeguards in Ethiopia and India.
Through the analysis of the obstacles and
achievements of both the European Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) and the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC), this comparative
research highlights the crucial function that
national human rights commissioners have in
safeguarding rights in various political and
socioeconomic situations.

Keywords- EHRC, NHRC, Ethiopia, India,
Human Rights, etc.

Introduction

Human rights commissions are essential
stakeholders in the promotion and safeguarding of
human rights within a nation. For the purpose of
safeguarding individual rights, investigating
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infringements, and providing policy recommendations,
both Ethiopia and India have formed national human
rights commissions. "Proclamation No. 210/2000
created the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) with the main objective of advancing and
safeguarding human rights in Ethiopia". The legal basis
of this is consolidated in the Ethiopian Constitution,
aswell as in international human rights agreements
that Ethiopia has ratified. The EHRC, as an
autonomous entity, is responsible for scrutinising
instances of human rights violations, enlightening the
general population about their entitlements, and
providing guidance to the government on measures
to enhance standards of human rights. The functions
of the EHRC include the undertaking of investigations
into incidents, the surveillance of government and
security personnel, and the provision of
recommendations on the appropriate measures to
tackle abuses. Itis of utmost importance in addressing
the human rights issues that Ethiopia encounters,
including ethnic disputes, political suppression, and
human rights infringements during armed conflicts,
such as those inthe Tigray area. Inaddition, the EHRC
strives to enhance responsibility for infringements by
publishing reports, increasing public knowledge, and
collaborating with international human rights
organisations. Although the EHRC operates
independently, its efficacy has at times been impeded
by political intervention and constrained financial
allocation. Yet, the commission persists in its efforts
to protect human rights in Ethiopia, establishing itself
asacrucial institution in the country's human rights
system.

"The establishment of the National Human Rights
Commission of India (NHRC) in 1993 was a result
of the Protection of Human Rights Act, which was
formulated in accordance with suggestions from
international organisations and India's will to safeguard
human rights. The Principal objective of the NHRC
isto conduct investigations into infringements of human
rights, oversee governmental policies, and provide
recommendations on legislation that affect human
rights inside the nation". It operates as an autonomous
entity and is responsible to the Parliament, therefore
guaranteeing transparency and responsibility in its
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operations. In safeguarding the rights of marginalised
groups, including women, Dalits, religious minorities,
and tribal people, the NHRC assumes a crucial
function. These measures have played a crucial role
in tackling problems like as police violence, fatalities
in custody, forced labour, and discrimination based
on caste. The commission also conducts inspections
of detention centres and prisons to verify that the
premises comply with human rights norms. The NHRC
has played a crucial role in protecting individual
liberties and advancing justice in a vast and
heterogeneous democracy such as India, where social,
economic, and cultural disparities often give rise to
human rights tensions. Yet, similar to other such
organisations, the NHRC encounters constraints, such
as the non-binding character of its suggestions and
the need for enhanced enforcement authority to
guarantee responsibility.
Organizational Structure

The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) and the National Human Rights Commission
of India (NHRC) are autonomous legal entities
created to protect and uphold human rights within
their own nations. Their organisational structures are
specifically crafted to facilitate the execution of their
responsibilities, which include the investigation of
infractions, the dissemination of knowledge to the
public, and the provision of advice to the government.
Nevertheless, the operation of each commission is
influenced by the political, social, and institutional
structures of their individual nations. The next section
will thoroughly examine the organisational structure
of both commissions. "The Executive Head of the
EHRC is a Chief Commissioner, designated by the
Prime Minister and subject to the approval of the
House of Peoples' Representatives, the lower
chamber of the Ethiopian Parliament. The purpose of
this appointment procedure is to guarantee that the
Chief Commissioner have substantial reputation and
expertise in the field of human rights affairs. In addition
to the Chief Commissioner, there are additional
commissioners that have the responsibility of
supervising several facets of the Commission's
operations, such as monitoring, investigation, and
public education on matters related to human rights™.
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The regional configuration of the EHRC is a
fundamental component of its organisational structure.
Ethiopia's heterogeneous ethnic and geographical
composition necessitates the establishment of regional
offices around the country by the EHRC. The
establishment of these offices enables the Commission
to maintain a presence in different regions of the nation,
therefore guaranteeing that even distant and
disadvantaged populations are able to avail themselves
of its services. The regional offices have the
responsibility of independently monitoring the human
rights circumstances at the local level, conducting
investigations into infractions, and implementing public
awareness initiatives. Nevertheless, the independence
of the EHRC has been under to scrutiny on many
occasions, particularly in times of political turmoil and
ethnic strife.

There are apprehensions about the impact of the
executive branch on the functioning of the
Commission, including in the appointment process of
the Chief Commissioner and the extent of the
Commission's autonomy to provide criticism or
conduct investigations into government activities. In
instances of internal strife, such as the Tigray War,
the EHRC has received commendation for its diligent
documentation of transgressions, but has also faced
criticism for its perceived lack of prompt action in
some circumstances. Notwithstanding these
difficulties, the EHRC remains the crucial entity in
Ethiopia's human rights framework. It collaborates
extensively with international organisations, such as
the United Nations, and civil society groups to
advance human rights and enhance its institutional
capabilities.

The NHRC of India is designed to provide
autonomy, specialised knowledge, and
comprehensive supervision of human rights matters
across a large and heterogeneous nation. The
Chairperson of the NHRC is consistently a former
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, as it is crucial to
have an individual with a strong legal reputation and
credibility leading the organisation. The objective of
this selection procedure is to ensure that the
Commission maintains judicial independence and
impartiality. Apart from the Chairperson, the NHRC
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has numerous members who possess specialised
knowledge in several fields such as law, human rights,
and social work. The selection of these members is
based on their expertise and past experience, therefore
guaranteeing that the Commission adopts a
comprehensive approach to human rights.
"Comprising the membership are often former judges
of superior courts, specialists in human rights, and
high-ranking officials with expertise in public
administration. The State-level Human Rights
Commissions (SHRCs) are essential entities in the
operation of the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC). Given India's federal system and
heterogeneous population, state-level entities are
required to supplement the efforts of the national
Commission. These State Human Rights Committees
(SHRCs) function within their individual states but
actively collaborate with the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to guarantee the resolution of
human rights concerns at both the local and national
scales”. This organisational framework enables
extensive coverage and targeted management of
problems while nonetheless preserving the uniformity
and supervision of the national entity. The NHRC has
several departments and divisions, each assigned with
distinct responsibilities, including the investigation of
human rights infringements, the undertaking of
research, and the formulation of policy
recommendations. The Law Division provides legal
counsel and facilitates the formulation of
recommendations, while the Investigation Division is
tasked with investigating reports of infractions. In
addition, the Coordination Division collaborates with
State Health and Rehabilitation Councils (SHRCs)
to ensure that the state and national levels maintain
alignment. An essential characteristic of the NHRC's
organisational framework is its direct accountability
to Parliament. In order to enhance its supervision and
independence, the NHRC presents yearly reports to
Parliament. The reporting system plays a crucial role
in guaranteeing government accountability and
promoting the serious consideration of the
Commission's findings and recommendations.

The NHRC, similar to the EHRC, sometimes
faces limitations in its efficacy due to political restraints,
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such as restricted enforcement authority. While the
NHRC has the capacity to investigate and propose
measures, it does not possess the power to enforce
its findings. However, it also has difficulties in
guaranteeing the implementation of its
recommendations by both state and central
governments, particularly in situations where
government entities are involved in human rights
violations. The EHRC and NHRC's organisational
frameworks mirror the formidable obstacles and
intricacies involved in safeguarding human rights in
Ethiopia and India, respectively. While the NHRC,
headed by a retired Chief Justice and backed by state-
level commissions, caters to the large and diversified
human rights landscape of India, the EHRC, with its
Chief Commissioner and regional offices, attempts
to meet the particular ethnic and political difficulties
of Ethiopia. Both commissions, however, encounter
obstacles associated with political intervention,
independence, and effective implementation, which
impede their capacity to function completely
autonomously. Ensuring the independence and
allocation of resources to both commissions is essential
for enhancing their efficacy in advocating for and
safeguarding human rights.
Powers and Responsibilities

The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) and the National Human Rights Commission
of India (NHRC) have extensive authority to probe
human rights infringements, carry out investigations,
question witnesses, and demand official records from
government entities. Both commissions have the
authority to suggest corrective measures, such as
financially compensating victims, and suggest
legislative changes targeted at enhancing human rights
safeguards in their own nations. The Ethiopian Human
Rights Commission (EHRC) has a crucial function in
recording instances of human rights violations,
especially intimes of war and political instability, such
as in the Tigray area. The organisation oversees
correctional facilities, law enforcement agencies, and
security contingents to guarantee adherence to human
rights norms. Nevertheless, while the EHRC has the
capacity to conduct investigations and provide findings
on infractions, it encounters substantial obstacles in
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ensuring government responsibility. Political
constraints and a deficiency in enforcement capabilities
impede its capacity to guarantee the implementation
of its recommendations. Furthermore, while the
"EHRC plays a crucial role in informing the people
about their rights, its suggestions often go
unimplemented because of the political climate and
few resources". "The Comprehensive Authority of the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India
has a substantial impact on the human rights regime in
India". It has the authority to make interventions in
court proceedings concerning human rights
infringements, conduct inspections of detention
facilities, and propose legislative reforms to safeguard
human rights. Nevertheless, similar to the EHRC, the
recommendations of the NHRC lack legal force and
their execution tends to rely on the benevolence of
the administration. Although the NHRC has many
limitations, it has made considerable achievementsiin
combating prison abuse, police brutality, and
safeguarding the rights of marginalised groups like
women, Dalits, and religious minorities. Although the
commissions in both nations have notably advanced
in exposing human rights violations and promoting
changes, their efficacy is limited by their absence of
legally enforceable power to implement their
recommendations.

Challenges
Both human rights commissions face several

common challenges:

1. Political interference has posed challenges for
both EHRC and NHRC, limiting its capacity to
operate autonomously. Political turmoil and ethnic
conflicts in Ethiopia have hindered the
effectiveness of the EHRC in functioning
independently from government intervention.
Equally, in India, the NHRC has faced criticism
for sometimes adopting a passive role as a
spectator in the presence of breaches supported
by the state.

2. Limited Resources: Both commissions encounter
limitations in funds, personnel, and infrastructure,
which restrict their capacity to thoroughly
investigate human rights violations. EHRC has
limited resources compared to NHRC, which
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benefits from a more advanced institutional
architecture fuelled by India’s extensive history
of democratic government and its bigger
economy.

3. Enforcement Mechanisms: Both panels are devoid
of the authority to implement their
recommendations. Their ability to examine and
propose remedial actions is limited, with the actual
execution mostly contingent upon the political
determination of the individual governments. The
persisting unsolved instances of human rights
violations have resulted in widespread public
dissatisfaction with both entities.

4. The EHRC in Ethiopia has faced internal disputes
characterised by ethnic and regional tensions,
which have exacerbated the state of human rights.
The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in India encounters obstacles pertaining
to caste-based discrimination, religious conflicts,
and violence associated to insurgency in certain
states.

Achievements

Despite these challenges, both the EHRC and
NHRC have had notable achievements in the
promotion of human rights.

EHRC: Over the last several years, the EHRC
has taken a more assertive position in recording
instances of human rights violations in Ethiopia’s
internal conflicts, such as the Tigray war, by issuing
reports on mass Killings perpetrated by both parties
involved. The efforts of this organisation have

significantly enhanced global awareness of the
situation, leading to demands for responsibility and
international enquiries.

NHRC: The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) of India has effectively intervened in many
instances of police misconduct, fatalities occurring in
custody, and the safeguarding of the rights of
marginalised populations. Furthermore, it has been
crucial in drawing attention to the predicament of
marginalised groups and proposing legislative changes
to enhance human rights safeguards in India.
Conclusion

The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission and the
National Human Rights Commission of India, although
operating in distinct political and social arenas, both
aim to advance and safeguard human rights. In their
respective nations, both have made substantial
contributions towards the resolution of human rights
issues. Nevertheless, the efficacy of these measures
is often compromised by political intervention,
restricted resources, and absence of enforcement
systems. Ensuring the ongoing preservation of human
rights in Ethiopia and India requires the imperative
task of enhancing the autonomy, resources, and
enforcement capabilities of these institutions. These
commissioners' experiences in both nations
underscore the need of autonomous institutions in
protecting human rights in intricate and heterogeneous
communities.

Department of African Studies
University of Delhi
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Introduction

Buddhism formally originated in India and then
was later introduced into Tibet. Tibetan Buddhism
eventually spread into Mongolia and Nepal, as well
as into China, where it received imperial patronage,
especially during the Yuan (1260-1368) and Qing
(1368-1644) dynasties. Tibetan Buddhism inherited
many of the traditions of late Indian Buddhism,
including a strong emphasis on monasticism (Tibet
was once home to the largest Buddhist monasteries
inthe world) where the religious ceremony played an
important part in their life and these traditions are
passed down from generation to generation.

Tibet is the only Buddhist country that recognizes
reincarnated teachers and lamas. In Tibetan
Buddhism, the tulku system which is the reincarnation
of those who represent a specific spiritual lineage and
teachings is a significant practice in this tradition.
Tibetan Buddhists believe that some religious teachers
of the school are the reincarnation of their previous
lives inheriting the stream of consciousness. Religious
teachers are chosen in a unique way that is called
“’tulku’ (reincarnated lama).

The recognition of reincarnations is a traditional
mode of investigation based on people’s recollections
of their past lives. The present tradition of formally
recognizing the reincarnations of masters first began
in the early 13th century with the recognition of
Karmapa Pagshi as the reincarnation of Karmapa
DusumKhyenpa by his disciples following his
prediction. Since then, there have been seventeen
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Communist China’s
Strategy onTibetan
Reincarnation

Karmapa incarnations over more than nine hundred
years. This system of recognizing reincarnations
gradually spread to other Tibetan Buddhist traditions,
and Bon, in Tibet. Today, there are recognized Tulkus
inall the Tibetan Buddhist traditions, the Sakya, Geluk,
Kagyu, and Nyingma, as well as Jonang and Bodong,
who serve the Dharma.
Chinese Communist Party’s Groundwork on
Tibetan Spiritual Teachers
Soon after China’s occupation of Tibet in the
1950s, the Chinese authority implemented intensive
policies to control Tibetan monasteries in 1962.
According to the regulation, the management of
monasteries was allowed to be run by the monastic
communities themselves. The Chinese officials’
participation in the management of monasteries was
limited. This lenient policy was abandoned during the
Cultural Revolution in Tibet from 1966 to 1979. In
those years, China destroyed many monasteries and
nunneries and a large number of monks and nuns were
expelled from the monastic communities across Tibet.
The religious activities in Tibet were kept under strict
vigilance. After the Cultural Revolution, the authority
had given little relaxation for a short period. But again,
especially from the 1990s onward, Chinese authorities
have imposed heavy restrictions on the management
of monastic communities in Tibetand has implemented
anew regulation in which China directly interferes in
the affairs of management of monastic communities.
In 2007, China broadcasted measures to control
the reincarnation of Tibetan spiritual teachers. The
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government of the People’s Republic of China
implemented the law on ‘Management Measures for
the Reincarnation of living Buddhas in Tibetan
Buddhism’. Under the measurement, it says that in
the absence of government approval, the reincarnated
teachers will not receive recognition. Unlike the old
tradition of finding teachers, the reincarnated teachers
have to go through submitting the application form to
the party. Hence, since then, the PRC has taken over
the management of all monastic administrations and,
taken complete control over the power to recognize
reincarnated Lamas and continue to use it to meet
their political ends. Chinese planning Measures on
the Administration of Internet Religious Information
Services were released on 20th December 2021 and
these Measures came into effect on 1st March 2022.

The number of “Living Buddhas” has been
increasing since autumn. In September 2015, China’s
State Council released a white paper enumerating 358
“living Buddhas.” By December, there were 360.
Now, the final count in the database is 870, China
with its first database with biographies of over 1,300
Living Buddhas living in the Communist nation, the
online registration system contains the profiles of 1,311
individuals recognized as reincarnated Buddhas to
help the public differentiate between “real religious
figures” and “fraudulent ones”, Global Times quoted
the Buddhist Association of China (BAC) as
saying.?

A major political motivation behind the
intervention in the selection of the 15th Dalai Lama

In 1954, in a meeting with the Dalai Lama in
Beijing, Chairman Mao Zedong mentioned to the 14th
Dalai Lamathat “religion is poison”. After the invasion
of Tibetand the Dalai Lama’s eventual escape to India,
the Chinese government has been pointing out His
Holiness fourteen Dalai Lama as a “Separatist” in
Tibet. Over the decades they have placed numerous
policies to dissuade Tibetan people from following
his teachings and showing reverence towards him.
Thisis evidenced in 1994 with the complete ban on
holding the portrait of H.H. the Dalai Lama.

The demolition of Tibetan monasteries back in
Tibet in the name of the Cultural Revolution was not
successful in the removal of Tibetan rich culture and
identity. Because manymonasteries were again built
up by the endeavor of Tibetan Lamas. Therefore, to
control Tibet as a whole, they figured out that it is
important to control its religion, hence, they are now
aiming at controlling the reincarnation system.

The Chinese leadership has given importance to
the implementation of Xi Jinping’s ideology of the new
era of China, which is nothing but socialism with
Chinese characteristics in the new era. Under the
direction of this policy, the Chinese authority has
imposed different measures to make Tibetan
Buddhism with the Chinese socialist characteristics
in the name of continuous improvement in religious
work, and guarantees of religious and social harmony.
Therefore, itis very much clear that CCP misuses the
religious tradition to fulfill its political agenda.
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Introduction of Moti

Molluscs are the second biggest phylum, with
significant species variety, surpassed only by
arthropods, with an estimated eighty-five thousand to
one hundred twenty thousand species[1, 2]. This
significant diversity is due to the exceptional variety
of body designs present in molluscs, allowing them to
occupy a broad spectrum of settings across various
climates. Historically, these organisms have functioned
as a food source for humans, as demonstrated by
significant archaeological discoveries globally. Diverse
mollusk species have historically had considerable
importance in human communities, serving objectives
inreligious rituals, construction, button manufacturing,
fertilizer production, animal feed, and decorative
applications [8-13]. Moreover, aquaculture,
encompassing fish farming and cultured pearl
manufacturing, has served as a crucial source of
revenue for numerous nations. This industry is very
beneficial for farmers, as specific species have been
included into industrial aquaculture operations. Several
species within the groups Bivalvia, Gastropoda, and
Cephalopoda can produce pearls, with bivalves being
the most significant. The delicate bodies of oysters,
clams, mussels, and snails are safeguarded by the
mantle, a thin layer of epithelial tissue that encases
their internal organs and secretes the molluscan shell,
formed of calcium carbonate and consisting of two to
five separate layers.
Chronicle of Moti

The term “pearl” in English derives from the Latin
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A comprehensive
examination of the origins,
historical context, and
Importance of Moti kee
Kheti in Bihar, India

word “pirula,” meaning “pear.” The name originates
from the similarity between the shape of a pearl and
that of a pear. In Sanskrit, the term for pearl is
“mukta,” denoting purity or release. The genesis of
pearls within oysters has historically captivated ancient
philosophers and naturalists. Chinese literature
contains references to pearls dating back to 2200
B.C. Pearls are also referenced in the Indian epics,
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. In Hindu
scriptures, the mythical origin of pearls is linked to
Krishna, the eighth avatar of Vishnu, who is
considered the paramount deity in Hinduism. In 1916,
Nishikawa obtained a patent and later wed the
daughter of Kokichi Mikimoto, acknowledged as a
trailblazer in 19th-century modern pearl farming
methods. Mikimoto commenced industrial pearl
production, establishing the foundation for modern
pearl farming techniques that distinguish Japanese
pearls from their naturally occurring counterparts.
Marine pearl farming in India begun in the early 1970s,
whereas freshwater pearl cultivation initiated in 1989.
The ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute introduced marine pearl farming techniques,
whereas the ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater
Aquaculture developed freshwater pearl cultivation
methods. Farmers have demonstrated significant
interest in engaging with the initiatives provided by
the ICAR research institute. Since 2012, more than
2,000 businesses have received training in diverse
facets of freshwater pearl farming via multiple training
programs. This technology has been extensively
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embraced by a variety of parties. Additionally, in
partnership with ICAR-CIFA researchers, DD
Kissan Delhi Doordarshan National Channel created
adocumentary entitled “Moti Kee Kheti,” which has
garnered favorable reactions from diverse strata of
the Indian populace.

Critical concern in freshwater pearl aguaculture

Various problems are expected when
commencing pearl cultivation. Notwithstanding these
challenges, pearl farming continues to be a profitable
business venture. Amajor difficulty is the survival rate
of the implanted seeds, with a substantial percentage
expected to fail. After overcoming this initial obstacle,
the next issue is to produce high-quality pearls. In
freshwater pearl cultivation, the breeding of seeds
poses specific challenges, requiring the refinement of
breeding methodologies. The function of fishas a
secondary host is vital in the reproductive process,
and the attachment of larvae to fish presents a
significant issue that necessitates enhancement.
Moreover, pearl farming is exacerbated by farmers’
lack of awareness, inadequate collaboration, and the
necessity for improved transmission of current
knowledge, techniques, and resources.

A) Pond for growth of seep with
and without nucleated seep

N g‘! 8 |

- D.) Harvested
A Designed pearl

C) Nucleated seep with :
P developed different / 1
Ly Designed pearls. | ¥

D.) Harvested

Designed pearl

Fig: No.1l Simple Steps for developments of designed pearls

The prospects of pearl farming in Bihar, India
Farmers across multiple states in India possess
substantial prospects to augment their expertise in
pearl cultivation. Specifically, states like Bihar,
endowed with abundant water resources and a
surplus of jobless labor, might leverage technical help
from ICAR-CIFAto develop their own firms. The
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demand for round pearls and patterns depicting deities
such as Durga, Krishna, Buddha, Lakshmi, Ganesh,
and Shiva, along with symbols like the Holy Cross
and Om, is significantly elevated both domestically
and globally, particularly in countries like as Dubai,
Malaysia, and India. Pearl farming possesses
significant potential for employment generation.
Moreover, seep culture encompasses not only pearl
production but also meat production, the button
business, and other ornamental patterns. Thisisan
advantageous moment for the unemployed to
participate in this area and contemplate establishing
their own enterprises in the future.

Steps involved in the cultivation of moti kee kheti

In India, three species utilized for freshwater pearl
farming include Lamellidens marginalis, Lamellidens
corrianus, and Parreysia corrugata. Adhere to the
fundamental procedures outlined in the development
of designed pearls (as illustrated in Fig. No. 1).

Step 1: Select mature young shoots, 2-3 years
old and 3-4 cm in length, from the expanding pond.
Thoroughly cleaned and stored in the tray.

Step -2. Wait for 15 to 30 minutes for a slight
opening of the valve (mouth) for the surgical
implantation of the nucleus. After the surgical insertion
of the nucleus, let the nucleated fluid to remain
undisturbed for a minimum of 45 minutes.

Step 3: Transfer the nucleated seep to medicated
water and maintain it for 2-3 days without providing
any food supply.

Step 4: Transfer the treated seep into a natural
pond or tank and provide sustenance for the seep.

Step 5: Cultivate the nucleated seed and
consistently monitor and nurture it till the complete
maturation of the intended pearls. May requires one
to two years.

Step 6: Harvest the seep containing produced
pearls and proceed with additional processing and
commercialization.
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Research Paper

Dr. Kumar Nirbhay

Abstract:

Educational backwardness among persons
with disabilities in India is a significant issue that
reflects broader societal challenges, including
stigma, lack of accessibility and inadequate policy
implementation. Despite legislative frameworks
aimed at promoting inclusive frameworks aimed
at promoting inclusive education, many
individuals with disabilities still face barriers
that hinder their educational opportunities. Even
after more than three quarters of independence
most of the educational institutions of country
still lack the necessary facilities to accommodate
the students with disabilities. But the bigger
barriers infront of persons with disabilities is not
the lack of accessible infrastructure but the
negative perception and stereotypes about
disabilities.

Introduction:

Literacy and Education are believed as one of
the most important indicators of socio-cultural
development and a key factor of social dignity and
pride. ‘It has been included in the almost all measures
of development such as in HDI by UNDP’%. Social
institutions like family, religion, economy, politics
and education are very strongly interrelated and
are functioning well to fulfill fundamental needs of
human beings such as reproduction, food security,
socialization, shelter etc in the society. And it has
been widely noticed that literacy and level of education
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Educational backwardness
among Persons with
Disabilities in India

is comparatively low in deprived and back-
ward sections of Indian society, thus these are
believed as the key factor for mainstreaming of such
sections.

A very lessamount of empirical studies have been
done in so far to trace the actual plight of disabled
people in India, as they are denied from their several
basic needs like education, employment, socialization
et cetera. Many of schools do not admit their right of
education and by the pretext of lack of proper facilities
and properly trained teachers deny them from
admissions. The special schools for them are still
insufficient and confined only in big cities. The
immense responsibility of their education and training
is left of their families.

Literacy and Educational Level among Persons
with Disability:

According to Census 2001, the Literacy rate
for total population of India was around 65 per cent,
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was
54.60 per cent and 47.10 per cent respectively,
same for disabled people was below 50 per cent
(around 49 per cent). Thus we find least literacy
among two sections STs and Disabled, here former
wants to be isolated and keep a distance from
mainstream of modern development and society to
preserve their distinct cultural heritage, but the
later has been destined to stay isolated from
mainstream.
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Figurel.1

Literacy Rate for Persons with Disability,
India, 2001

has done away the stigma of lowest literacy level in
case of disabled population. For disabled literacy
Kerala is followed by Delhi (65per cent), Mizoram
(58per cent), Tamil Nadu (58per cent), then
Maharashtra, Goa, Uttarakhand,
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Source

According to the Population Census (2001)
majority of Persons with disabilities were found to be
illiterate, only 37 per cent of disabled females and 58
per cent of disabled males were reported to be
literate?. Only 3 per cent disabled were reported as
graduate and above and only another 10 per cent
were of level secondary or higher secondary. Wide
gap in literacy among disabled existed in the states
from 10 per cent in Bihar to 37 per cent in Nagaland
with almost half of the states having majority of their
disabled persons not literate.

The pattern of literacy rate among disabled does
not follow the pattern of literacy across states; the
gap between literacy of nondisabled and disabled
varies drastically across different states. The
remarkable thing which emerges from here is about
highest and lowest limits of disabled literacy. The
maximum literacy rate among disabled people is found
in Kerala but minimum is found in Nagaland and the
gap between both is also highest in Nagaland. Around
67 per cent disabled population is literate in Kerala,
which shows that why this state gets most of accolade
of social development in country, simultaneously Bihar
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through this analysis we have
understood that high literacy having states does not
necessarily having high literacy even for disabled. But
by and large, turning an eye off towards outliers of
pattern we may conclude that disabled literacy is
followed by nondisabled literacy.

The gap between literacy rate of nondisabled
and disabled varies from 10 per cent in Bihar to 37
per cent Nagaland, for India as a whole it is about 16
per cent. The maximum gap of Nagaland is followed
by other north-eastern states too, and Kerala, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, among all these states gap remains
higher than 20 per cent. Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Haryana, Assam and
Chhattisgarh are the states where this gap remains
higher than national average but below than 20 per
cent. For all other states this gap is below national
level. The so called Bimaru states viz Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and Jharkhand has
shown less disparity in literacy rate between disabled
and nondisabled.
Level of Education among Disabled:

The term level of education refers to the
educational qualification of a person. More elaborately
it is the stage or level till which a person has acquired
knowledge in the academic field. Thus as literacy has
avery narrow and small meaning of knowledge, it is
related with quality of knowledge, nevertheless it is
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not the real symptomatic of such. The level of education of an individual is influenced by several factors like

cultural background, home surroundings and society, economic status et cetera.

Figure 1.2

Figure: 1.3

Literacy among Disabled
India, 2001

Literacy among Non-Disabled,
India, 2001

M Literates m Nonliterates M Literates M Nonliterates

Source: Census of India 2001, PCA and Socio-Cultural Table, C Series

Throwing some light on the educational level among disabled persons will bring the real scenario of social
well being of disabled in country. After examine this we would be able to understand that what is the real
picture of education among disabled. We all know that they have to suffer to take admission even in primary
classes as physical or social barriers obstructs their ways.

But before going to a analysis of educational level among disabled in country, we should have again a
peep of their literacy condition in country. In this way our expectations will not be very high.

Figures 1.2 and 1.3 show the condition of literacy among disabled and non-disabled in country and we
find that literacy gap between both is around 16 per cent, which is remarkably high. More than half of disabled
areilliterate, so their plight can be understood. Literacy and education are believed the key to social development,
in absence of this no development is possible, in case of disabled who are physical not much capable, it
becomes more important.

Figure: 1.4
Level of Education, India 2002
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While considering Figure 5.4 we find that
educational level among disabled is extremely low in
the comparison of their non-disabled counterparts. A
glimpse of same we had found while considering
literacy rate. More than one-third (36.54 per cent)
disabled have not completed even their primary
schooling. It seems very true because very commonly
disabled children are denied from admitting in normal
schools due to absence of specially trained teachers
and in country only fistful special schools for disabled
are working. The number of disabled students
decreases as level of education increases, 26 per cent
have completed their primary schooling, 16 per cent
middle, 12 per cent secondary, 7 per cent HSC and
around 2 per cent could go for graduation or above.
In case of non-disabled people 6.72 per cent goes
for graduation and above. Thus difference is very high.

Itis well known fact that why disabled have such
alow ratio in higher education, physical, social and
economic barriers work against them. As they need
special attention and care. Government should take
serious steps toward it. Although legislation is not the

only means of social change or progress, it represents
one of the most powerful vehicles of change, progress
and development in society?.

Concluding remarks:

The educational backwardness of disabled
individuals in India is a complex issue rooted in
systemic barriers, socio-economic challenges and
insufficient infrastructure. Addressing these challenges
requires targeted policies, enhanced community
engagement and acommitment to inclusive education
that prioritizes the needs of all students. A
comprehensive approach that combines policy
reform, community engagement, and resource
allocation is essential to improving educational
outcomes for disabled individuals in India. By fostering
an inclusive environment, we can ensure that all
students have the opportunity to succeed.

Assistant Professor,
P. G. Dept. of Geography,
H. D. Jain College, Ara.
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Research Paper

Sadhana Nai

Introduction :-
Magha (HT¥) is considered the greatest among
all three-Bharavi (9Rfa), Sriharsa (#gY) and

Magha (|) itself. These great poet has written

great three epics—Kiratarjuniyam (fruarsem),
Nais)adhiyacaritam)( A s1&99faq) and
Sisupalavadham) (RTgareT@=m). These three epics
falls under Br%attrayi  (33137).

Sisupalavadham)(f¥Tgarera®m) is written on the
base of Sabhaparvam) (¥¥I19dH) of the
Mahabhratam) (H&T9RAY). In the Sabhaparvam)
(¥¥9eH) it is mention of killing of Sishupal.
Life span of Magha:-

GreatMagha was poet of 7th century. Although
there are many theories regarding there birth, birth
- place and time. Magha gave there brief
introduction at the end of Sis’upalavadham). His
father’s name was Dattak Sarvashraya and his
grandfather was Suprabhadev. Suprabhadev was
minister of Varmalat (FHaq). There are many
names mentioned in the history as a shelter king of
Suprabhadev live Varmalo (9d), Varmalat
(aﬁﬁﬂ), Dharmalak (uﬁw&), Nirmalat (ﬁleﬂT'L).
There is a pillaredict of 625 AD. On that pillaredict
Narapati Varmalat is mentioned as shelter king of
Suprabhadev. Suprabhadev is grandfather of
Mghathats’ why, time of Magha may be considered
at the end of 7th century or begining of 8th century.
There is effect of Bharavi on the Magha in many
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areas of his writing. Timing of Bharavi is at the
end of 6th century.

There is one another story that poet of 8th
century Vamana and poet of 9th century
Anandavardhana had given an example from
Sisupalavadham). In the 2nd Chapter (3®id:) of
Dhvanyaloka ( ST : ) —

“ firafeanfedregeaeshsiaTdIagaiaeesyd: |’

(Torgqarerarsg-1/12)

Dr. A.B. Keith, Dr. S.K. Dey, S.
Krishnamacharitetc historian accepted the above
theories regarding timing of great poet Magha.
Birth-Place:-

There are many theories regarding birth-places
of Magha. Some historians considered him resident
of Gujrat. In this region some distance from Abu
Mountain, there is a river named Luni. Near to this
river, there is a village Bhinmala. This place is
considered birth-place of Magha.

Dr. Bholasankar Vyas considered that birth-
place of Magha Dungarpur Bansbara a
mountaineous of present Rajasthan. At the end of
his life he went near King Bhoj, when he was
suffering from scaricity. Then he was called a
‘Pandit from Gujrat’. According to pillaredict of
Vasantagarh, he was considered resident of
Bhinmala. According to verse of 19th Canto is
mentioned of Vatsbhumi, Bhinmala, Jalaur and
Marvar. In other books also he was considered
resident of Bhinmala. It also proved that he was
resident of Bhinmala.
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Dynasty of Magha :-

There is controversy that Magha is Vaishya or
Brahmin! Mr. Bhimsen Dikshit in the commentary
of Kvyapraksh (¥TRI@EIhT) mentioned this—

" amifeTRq ASTIEER RIS Aot

FOA TERIT, A TNl @)

According to this he was Vaishya. Grandfather
of Magha was Brahmin. It is prove by below
written verse where Suprabhadev is prove
Brahmin. Then sure Grandson Magha was also
Brahmin-

" gefifEreRTl GehdiehR: ereier 9yd T
SFHFIEEfETT: Tea TASR: GyAeAm "’
Style of Magha:-

Style is something that where poet express their
individual view, sentiments and imagination. These
things are influence the others, this is called Style.
Style of Magha is ‘ 3TeishReRIeA . This Mahakvya
is ' FRTFYTHETRTSA ', but there are plenty of
Sringar (S&71R:). In the Mahak by a Rituvarnanam
(ﬂﬁ'ﬂfﬂ) , Vanabihar (g9fg8R), Jalabihar
(Safag), Chandravarnanam (F=590{9H),

Yuddhavarnanam (JgaH) etc. found according
to characteristic of epic. The language of his poem
is his own language-use of new words are
accordingly. In this epic characteristic of epic
foundbeginging to the end. There are very much
effect of all these poet Kalidasa, Bharavi and Bhatti
on the epic of Magha. There are effect of Kalidasa
in the matter of Rasa, in the matter of language
beautification (ﬂTﬁiTFﬁ?ﬁ'{) effect of Bharavi, in

the matter of plurality (SE3dT) effect of Bhatti

clearly seen.

Introduction of §is’upﬁlavadham:-
Sisupalavadham having 20 Cantos (&T:).

Every Cantos represented by a single meter (8=<:).
According to characteristics of epic at the last of
canto there is change of meter. Here also followed
truely. Only in 4th Canto, there are many meter
used. In the 3rd Canto, there are description of
dwaraka city and Ocean. In the Canto 6th, 7th and
8th, there are description of seasons (EJavHH).

In the 11th Canto, there is mention of morning
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description (F¥@avR). In the 12th Canto, Indra
with their army proceed to Indraprastha capital of
Pandavas. At the end of Canto, description of
Yamuna river found. At the last three canto of epic
there is fierce war between Krishna and Shishupal.
So, this epic is based on historic document.
T e

Mahakavi Magha is one of those few epic poets
of the post-Kalidasa era who created a stream of
brilliant genius and who are eternally present like
bright astrologers shining in the self-sacrificing sky.
Mahakavi Magha wrote his gisfupﬁlavadham epic
with a plan to diminish Bharavi’s poetic reputation.
The success of his purpose in this regard is proved
by the statements of contemporary critics—

“qTERAl R AT S|
Sfeqagme aRavifa wiEn”

critics have observed the existence of the triple
poetic qualities of Upama, Arthagaurava and
Padalalitya respectively of his three predecessors
Kalidasa, Bharavi and Shriharsa in the poetry of
Magha-

“3ITH IR TRERETE

3fUe URataed, Wel |- Tom:il"’

‘mret |f< A TOM:’'—the meaning of the
sentence is that Magha’s poetry has three qualities.
Now the question may be, which three qualities
are mentioned? It is noteworthy here that some
critics interpret the phrase to mean that Mahakavi
Magha rhetoric possesses only three of the ten
qualities. But this meaning is inconsistent.

In the first three stanzas of the proverb, it is
said that Upama in Kalidasa’s poetry, Arthagaurava
in Bharavi’s poetry and Padalalitya in Shriharsa’s
poetry (contrary to Dand i$n’s poetry). Then in the
fourth stanza Magha’s poetry is said to have three
qualities. So the true meaning of the sentence is
that the epic Sis’upﬁlavadham possesses three
qualities of Upama (simile), Arthagaurava and
Padalalitya, apart from the ten qualities of rhetorie.
HITASTHR IUHT:—

Upama Alankara (SYHI-3TcishY) is most
favourite Alankara of Kalidasa. His Upamas are
beautiful and ultimate and many dimensional
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example—
‘ol Sraferee
I ¥ dEmE fdaaE
TEAMEE 39 TUR
foreroiae & 9 i’
(TETH - 6/67)
After destruction of Kama Ratissituation is

extra-ordinary example of Upama of Kalidasa in
Kumarsambhavam Canto [V—

“a T A d Fadd @ T 9 ganenga:|

STEHH RIS I¥A HI- Ao efHar 11"’
(SHHARERTET - 4/30)

A 9

‘e TR facafiqsrivaseaes gamaufi:|
SANE foaheers SAaRa faeem1"’

(HARTRTIY -3/67)

Here after looking Parvati, Shankar’s patience
disappeared and his situation became like the ocean
after full moon because world beauty Parvati was
so beautiful.

So, this statement ‘39HT HIfASE’ is true and
proved by Kalidasa at many times and many places.
ﬁﬂﬁ'{d‘"ﬁm -

Great poet Bharavi’s language beauty
(9OTEISE ), expression of language (STReAfeRT),
Expression of sentiments ( IS HeAfk ), Alankara
expression (SFARRITEIT), Rasa expression
(Tgufrer ), Chitralankara (TasTadsR) etcis
indescriptible and unique, never found at other
places like this.

1.  Expression of sentiments/¥aT¥eAferd—
Bharavi’s glory of meaning, imagination and micro-
sentiments combination mentioned like this—

" TRl T YRRl 7 9 A SiehaneiREw

e gerefar iR = = wmeaHuifed Fafaqll’’

(fruarsHay - 2/27)

Above statement is proved by the poet
everywhere always.

2. Expression of Rasa/THqidTeh— Sringﬁr

expression (SJEIRAUHH) —In the canto 8 and sloka
no. 51 Water-play (SieifelgR) —lover catch the hand
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of her beloved (33HT) that melted in love -
beloved’s dress become loose —

“faee o fayd gamty
iR aear Ao |
TG Hrodl TIH S
TR Sdreada-aaghl"’
(foruarsaH - 8/71)
3. Use of one letter in a sloka (feTeieR)—
Bharavi used only one letter for making a sloka.

This letter is ‘7' only and other places he used ‘91’
or ‘|'. Ultimate skill of the poet —

“F AT TAR A A )

FASTA A=A A Tl

(feortarSEd, - 15/14)

This is good example of fe=TelhI.

4. Guiding in life (§&3)—Many poet used
guiding or preaching statement (¥fs) in their
poetry. Bhravialso given many reasonable logic
and preaching for the people useful in their life.

(a) Ted 7R = Jow a=:|
(b) 7 fe fif yemgfiresf= gm fedfion:|
(c) = foRiafa a9 "ermf:|
FfUET: ugenfera;-
The great prose writer Dand)i)n is famous for

is ‘ getTfeted™ ' (elegance of words). Small small
words and sentences of Dand)i)nis just like playing

child and this attract the heart of poets and learnedin
the Purba-Uchchhvas (J&-3=3919) one of
Dasakumaracaritam) (SIRARENTH) of Dand)i)n.
Padaladityam) (WTWI?\T{) and Madhuryam)
(WgE) descriptable- ** STTERAART-Sf&UTRfEafRTeS-

faferssfamma TRIRR R ... TG FATHEA -

TYF<W...... O T T TGAA TH GH.......
Wt F9al’’ (d.3=gar®- (1) In the 8th
Uchchhvas regarding description of
Punyavarmabhashalalitya ( ¥TSTellfeicd) and Prasad
guna (JHIE- T’T) is wonderful- *‘ qRAT_ ASE9T-

oo,

gﬂqwﬁm quaaHt Al (3?11
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3=gard-9). E ample of padalalitya through
Anuprash?Alan?kara— "' SRR : YRR SRR
s wgsadl’ ey 9 eftrrerres
el T 7 et Sdd:, Foliel ﬁm

YRR Tocrent, foReid saqerhesd)"’
In the Purba-Uchchhvas to description of

conquering princess towards victory describe the
Padallitya ofDand)i)n through YamakAlankara—

“RHN HIITRET STHTEIET SIS aREl
O aaEaITon WiAEe A A Ay
ToHRTY: 1"’ (qe.35ga™-2). Dand)i)n besides
Padallity mentioned many aspects of literature idol
morality, character sketch, graceful of poetry
(ehTeTdSa), Style of Dand)i)n is very famous
among learned person (laurette). Subhashita of
Dand)i)n is also expressed by Padalalitya and very
important for humans life for guidance to the present
and future. For example-

() THTHEA =N

(b) fte <ad afam, oI e,

(c) fc=t fe wegfavagfawy Safeafarsweity
¥ fowy e =,

(d) SIS TerEmEen) W T, @
=RATT =& T fosre, gews, 58 S fe
7 fiesfed o= de@,

(e) 29 = HeharaTad & FerEifenty,

() e HfHRE TafasaerRiaawfagriegeTar,
sEqfEg 9 k|

Among the three epic poets who possessed this
first-class talent, the great poet Kalidasa is best

known for the use for his mastery of similes (39H),
Bharavi for the use of meaningful sentences
(31¢E) and Sriharsa) for the use of graceful

verses (ISelelcd). But in Magha’s poetry, apart
from the ten qualities of rhetoric, there are three
qualities recognized by the above-mentioned three
epic poets—the use of flawed similes, the grandeur
of Arthagaurava and the wonderful Padalalitya. An
ancient critic’s words in this context-

“giu: T HIAY Telh SR

Je2Eeh! Thiqes W wiw SR’
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Upam:-

Upama is the greatest ornamental simile in
poetry. So the primacy of simile is undisputed.
Simile is the source of all poetic beauty. The signs
of similitude are—

‘g SR SRS TgE:

That is, a simile is ornamented when two
different national objects covered by the simile in
a sentance refer to each other and express beauty
characterized by the mere mention of similitude.

Examples of well-crafted similes in
Maghakavya-DevarshiNarada’s f&eTenTi= is
described by the poet in the first canto of
Sisupalavadham-—

“FEMEISH gEd: R

HIGH YU,

S I AU S E-C AR

THeaH qfafaed T (1/4)

That is, Narada is white like powder of
accumulated camphor located under the new large
clouds during monsoons. Narada briefly bears a
striking resemblance to Mahadeva, who during the
dance festival has raised his back to the upper part
of his skin and whose limbs are fair in the ashes.

Again, the words of Lord Krishna in the
Second Canto, why should not be indifferent to
the increase of the enemies of the King? Mahakavi
used simile to establish it with logicm-

HIfaeHEg. W e geAtHsdl

Tt fe fersdmdt SefeaETE: 9 =0’

Like Kalidasa’s simile, this simile is not
imposed from outside, but arises from poetic
thought and essence. Incidentally, Magha is

referred to as ‘®USMHME:’ by many to use a novel
analogy.
Here the word “'ﬁ'@l’{' means Importance.

‘a1efiEH is the expression of a great feeling in
few words. In poetry Arthagaurava is set as the
criterion for complete composition. It is because
of the clear wisdom of many scholars that the
words associated with meaning emerge in the
poetry of great poets. Mahakavi Bharavi has used
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glorious words in every verse in his ‘ fRTarsHay’
epic. Draupadi’s speech in the first canto—

“formm wif< 9! aM qcqH:

T wufe gum fafgam

ESIINELCERERS

e fafg g7 = qua:n’’ (1/42)

Mahakavi Magha has used many meaningful
sentences in his Sisupalavadham) epic. First Canto
said about Ravana’s arrangance—

e e e

gTfer i e |,

T S Sl T A

TerfemrRen f& w1 (1/67)

That is, you are superhuman, birthless and
descended from Lord Manu. Ravana did not free
Sita despite knowing the cause of his own i.e.
Ravana’s future destruction. Arrogant people
always consider pride as their only asset.
YEATfATH :—

Another quality of Mahakavi Magha is
Padalalitya. The word Padalalitya means graceful
posture. It is epitome of Vaidarbhi-marga

(Sgffamt:). Thus, Teelfeid™ is  the  most

common use of soft lettered padas. In this regard,
like Sﬁharsa)the author of Nais)adhiyacaritam), the
epic poet Magha also showed equal skill in the
Sisupalavadham)epic.

For example, in the first Canto of the poetry,
the poet describes the service of Ravana during
the Six seasons—

oL ey [ Ml BRI

R IR ag:11"" (1/66)

That is, the seasons in Ravana’s city of Lanka
were full of flowers throughout the year. Summer
and rainy season, autumn and late autumn, spring
and winter were neighbors.

Again, Mahakavi Padalalitya ingenuity has
become noticeable in the description of nature in
the sixth Canto-

Y T TeATITEd YU FREIET WA Iosh ST |

AT AdaH el ad | QR R g’
‘\ire |t 3= IO —it does not mean that Magha
is greater than Kalidasa—in the use of above three
merits but Klidsa have one-one merits. Magha have
altogether all three merits as a whole. So, it is called
‘wre || S IO by the learned.

Conclusion :-

After above description it is clear that, in the
matter of Upama, Magha is not greater than
Kalidasa, also not greater in the Arthagaurava and
Padalalitya but overall all three found in the
literature of Magha.All three statements are founds
in the Kalidasa independently not together,
thats’why said it is called that—

‘3T IR TRERETE)
3fUed: Yeanfaed, A 9f< & Tom:
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Research Paper

Farah Sharif

ABSTRACT

Radio as a medium is continuously playing a
significant role not only in the dissemination of
information but also in the propagation of culture and
nation-building, providing many minorities, remote,
and disenfranchised areas with a low-cost civic
sphere. Radio is an essential and useful tool for
communication. The phrase “aradio service by the
people, close to the people and for the people” sums
up the essential features of this service. So, we can
say that Community Radio must not only be run by
but also serve the welfare of the society. It aims to
help and benefit the public group through its
programming. The paper aims to shed light on the
ways inwhich broadcasting help and benefit the public
group through its programming. It seeks to analyse
that how through the lens of radio the people or citizens
at large get attached to one another by transcending
the regional boundaries across the nation whilst
catering to the tastes and preferences of the people
at large. In this paper, the researcher intends to
observe the community radio as an emerging platform
to discuss developmental issues programming of
broadcasting and the role of All India Radio in
popularising and preserving the heritage culture of
regional states of India. The paper intends to highlight
the role of All India Radio in promoting national
Integration and cultural unity through its various
musical, social and educational programs. The study
intends to seek how the citizens and the socio -cultural
ideas impact each other, how changing societal values
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Technological Development,
Social Change and Preserving
the Past: A Study of Radio and

citizens in India

and circumstances reflect in the popular music of a
given culture or a sub-culture.

INTRODUCTION

The all-India radio has tremendously helped in
popularizing the Indian music to a great extent. It has
also popularized the music of north as well as the
south. The coming of radio with particular reference
to All India Radio has reached greater heights in the
field of regional languages and literature, particularly
prose and drama. It has a greater role in popularizing
Hindi, Sanskrit and drama. Radio has proactively
involved in encouraging the folk and regional music
and helped linguistic and ethnic minorities by providing
special programmes for them.! Radio has played the
bond of sentiments in a manner where just by
encouraging the regional languages and culture, it has
given a given a sense of national identity through a
pan India level news service and other programmes
for them. As in words of Benedict Anderson in his
work Imagined Communities.? The cultural role of
All India Radio has been majorly reflected in the
programmes it has allotted to drama and music.

All India Radio had influenced the Indian Music
inmany ways, a former director General J.C. Mathur,
says: “When radio came on the Indian Scene in thirties
of this country, music was already on the lookout for
new patronage.” In an article included in *Aspects of
Indian Music’ (publication Division: 1970), he writes:

“As a result of the new economic impact, the
princes and landlords gradually ceased to be the
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patrons of music. The theatre had been
unceremoniously jettisoned by the cinema. Though
the early films made use of classical melodies, it was
clear from the very beginning that their new form of
entertainment would not have much use of traditional
and classical music, and would depend upon other
devices for enlivening its presentation. However, the
gramophone continued, Although the long-playing
record was still far off, old masters continued to derive
some income, but less satisfaction, from the brief
recordings they were able to give. In such asituation,
it was doubtful whether high-class Indian music could
survive as a form of art and entertainment. It was
then that the radio came to the scene with its offer of
opportunities to both the old masters and promising
young artists. Musicians could now give free play to
their art and reach the homes of the people in their
hours of leisure. Little wonder that this now- found
patronage brought a sense of liberation to artists.”

AIR has profoundly brought a sense of liberation
to the artists. Radio has brought music to every home
irrespective of caste and class barrier thus giving a
sense of unifying people under one nation. Classical
music was popularized not only among the audiences
of listening research unit of AIR but also to the
growing numbers of public concerts held by the music
conferences and festivals.# National programmes
along with the Sangeet Sammelan concerts has brough
wider appreciation to both the schools of Hindustani
and Karnataka music. In November 1950, the first
attempt was made to broadcast the continuous session
of classical music to overseas audience when a
sangeet sammelan extended over two days was put
on the air to listeners in south-east Asia.> Moreover
in the programmes of Hindustani and Carnatic music
suitable explanatory comments were given for non-
Indian listeners. In the year 1952-53, orchestras of
the AIR experimented successfully with the broadcast
of Persian and Arabic music under the guidance of
members of the staff of those two units.® Thus AIR
did not only given the artists a sense of popularity in
the form of Radio Sangeet Sammelan(RSS) among
the different region across subcontinent but also
connected the people at large.

AIR has not just played an important role in
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popularizing classical music, but has played a
significant role in encouraging the folk and traditional
music of this country. Between 1955 (when the RSS
first started) and 1963, the small part in encouraging
the folk and traditional music of this cuss different
aspects of Indian Music. To quote J.C Mathur again:
“in the beginning, the folk songs were treated as a
device for enlivening rural programmes only. Gradually
these occasional snatches won the hearts of music
producers and eventually folk songs got a place in
the general programmes and ultimately in National
programmes.” Mathur goes on to say: “This
recognition of folk music by All India Radio has given
much needed sense of confidence in their cultural
values and has also arrested the unfortunate process
of drifting away of some of the tribal people from
their folklore and way of life.””

In the Controller of Broadcasting’s first official
report published in 1940, the chapter on Music began
with the statement that since music must necessarily
fill about seven-eighth of any broadcasting programme,
it was naturally a factor of considerable importance.?
Statistics for 1937-38 for the stations then in existence
show that music (including western music) wasa little
less than that, averaging about 74% of the programme
transmission.® These figures are for the general service
and not for Vividh Bharati in which the proportion of
music, especially light music is very much higher. (As
in every country, to quote the 1940 Report again,
there existed in India to a fundamental controversy
between light and classical music, and as elsewhere it
could be said that generally the majority prefer light
music. “Broadcasting in most countries does not base
its policy exclusively on pleasing the majority. Itisto
the advantage of broadcasting to widen if it can the
scope of listener’s tastes. Thus, we find in most
broadcasting organisations, that classical music gains
a place which a majority vote would not actually give
itand it is undoubtedly true that the taste for classical
music has in many countries, been considerably
strengthened by this policy”.1°

AIR not only contributed to the preservation and
growth musical heritage but also preserved and
encouraged the growth of regional forms of music
like Bargeets and Bihu songs in Assam, Baul and
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Kirtan in Bengal, Dasakathia in Orissa, Burra Katha
in Andhra, Yakshagana in Karnataka, Tamasha in
Maharashtra, Sufiana music in Kashmir and Nautanki
in Uttar Pradesh.!! In the context of language and
literature, AIR also has a number of programs
dedicated to the promotion of regional literature and
poetry which popularizes the rich literary heritage of
the state. AIR has played a vital role in preserving
and promoting the rich culture of India. Through its
diverse programs, it has provided a platform for local
artistand cultural practioners to showcase their talents
and reach a wider audience reflecting the state’s
unique cultural heritage.

Since AIR’s broadcasts are in regional languages
and dialects, and mainly by local talent, it is but natural
that it would play an important role in encouraging
local languages and cultures. When AIR came into
picture in the early fifties and started broadcasting in
regional languages to communicate news and
information, and entertain the listeners through plays
and folk forums in regional languages and dialects, it
had to find new words and expression suitable for
verbal communication. The continued use of spoken-
word in different regional languages led to their
popularity both among the masses who found it
soothing to hear their native tongue over the air, and
the elite (used to expressing themselves only in English)
found it an effective vehicle for wider dissemination
of ideas.*?

When broadcasting started in India on a regular
basis in the thirties the overall picture was that while
musical traditions and taste for music were well
established in South India, Bengal and Maharashtra,
the same could not be said of North India where most
of the musicians belonged to a professional class which
was thought disreputable and female singers were
identified in the popular mind with professionals and
‘nautch’ girls.®3 Although dedicated men like Vishnu
Digamber and Bhatkhande did pioneering service in
making music acceptable to the traditionally
conservative ‘middle’ class, and the training institutes
set up by them in many cities turned out a number of
‘respectable’ amateurs, they were neither numerous
enough nor generally of a standard on which AIR
could rely to any great extent to fill in all the hours of
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music broadcast day after day.

In May 1938, one Mr. Christie wrote to Fielden
suggesting that a conference of competent musical
critics be convened to advise on a policy for
broadcast music. Fielden discounted this idea and
wrote back saying that such a meeting was not likely
to lead AIR anywhere in view of the sharp divergences
between the various schools of Indian music. He,
however, wrote to Tagore asking for his advice
whether it would be advisable for AIR to have experts
to direct music programmes and if so, would such
persons be available on a salary of say Rs. 500 to
750. Tagore in reply expressed the view that it would
be impossible for any one person to act as Director
of Music for the entire service and suggested that AIR
employ four Indian Music Directors-one each for
North, South, Bengal and Bombay.'4 In December
1939, the controller wrote to the government
suggesting that instead of creating these posts, the
Programme Assistants in charge of Music at the
stations should be given a grade of Rs. 150-25-500
(instead of the existing Rs. 150-10-250).

Sardar Patel, as Minister of Information and
Broadcasting in the Interim Government (1946- 47)
was too busy with Princely States to devote much
time to Radio, but the one decision he took about
Indian music caused a great stir, as mentioned earlier.
This was to ban from AIR programmes all artists
‘whose private life was a public scandal”, his oft
quoted phrase. It did not cover either male Indian
musicians or those taking part in western music
programmes, being aimed apparently at those who
were thought to come from the professional or
‘nautch’ class. The effect was short-lived though, after
alittle while the “Bais’ returned as ‘Devis’. However,
stations were obliged to try hard to look for such
amateur talent as they could find. The Delhi station,
for example, started an Amateur’s Hour every Tuesday
at 5.30 p.m. (from the latter half of August 1947) to
provide artists their first opportunity to come before
the microphone.

When Dr. B.V. Keskar took over as Minister for
Information and Broadcasting, he felt, that auditions
should be according to precisely laid down rules and
free from any element of personal choice on the part
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of the Programme Assistant. As said earlier, it was
the way the change was carried out that created
unnecessary controversy and strained relations
between AIR and the performing artists.

The cheap and hybrid quality of film songs had
caused concern to AIR even in pre-Keskar days and
some effort was made to see if the service could not
prepare some good light music itself. Keskar had less
patience with film songs and soon after he took over,
he decided that film songs were to form no more than
10% of the recorded music at any station to begin
with (15% in exceptional cases). This target was to
be achieved within six months and total elimination of
film songs in 18 months. The instructions about
elimination of film songs were not to be applied at
this stage to music of a religious character or to folk
songs which might have been used in films.

The Chanda Committee in its Report (1966)
noted that of the time available for Indian music 43%
was now devoted to the classical variety and they
concluded on the basis of oral and written evidence
that this was too high. The Committee also drew
attention to the fact that in the approved list of music
artists there were 4,326 in the classical music category
as against only 3,187 for other types of music.To
popularise light music, other than film music, stations
were asked to produce good light music by offering
prizes for good songs and compositions and to have
selected ones processed by record manufacturing
companies. For this purpose, Light Music Production
Units were set up, to begin with, at Delhi, Bombay,
Allahabad, Calcutta, Madras, Ahmedabad and
Vijaywada, but their output was not generally of a
high quality and they failed to take the place of film
songs in listeners’ preferences.

Itis not generally remembered even in AIR that
more than a year before Dr. Keskar initiated the
National Programme of Music on July 7, 1952, the
Delhi station had a programme entitled “The Music
of India’ which according to the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting’s annual report for 1950-
51, presented outstanding artistes of both north and
south as a regular feature relayed by other stations.
Even earlier, on July 7, 1946 AIR organised a String
Festival from all stations at 9.40 p.m., and the eminent
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artistes who gave recitals included Ustad Sadiq Ali
Khan, Jitendra Mohan Sen, Asthana Vidwan, V.
Venkaragiriappa, Ustad Bundu Khan, Ustad Hafiz
Ali Khan, Ustad Alauddin Khan, Abdul Aziz Khan,
Mushtaq Ali Khan and Pazir Ali Khan.

The inaugural national programme was a
‘Surbahar’and Sitar recital by Ravi Shankar, then a
member of AIR staff. Thereafter, it has been a regular
weekly programme broadcast from Delhi every
Saturday from 9.30 to 11.00 p.m. and relayed over
the entire AIR network, except a very few single
channel stations where the pattern of local listening
does not justify either extending the transmission to
11.00 p.m. or there is not adequate interest in either
Hindustani or Karnataka classical music, which the
programme gives on an alternating basis. The
programmes are based on recordings prepared at and
sent by the stations and the announcements are in
both Hindi and English. The idea was that listeners all
over the country should be exposed to the best of
both styles of music resulting in a better understanding
of each other’s cultural traditions. One can imagine
that this programme must have made Hindustani music
more acceptable in the south and vice versa with
Karnataka music, but only acomprehensive audience
survey can provide a reliable and precise basis for
this view.

All India Radio has proven to be an effective tool
in the preservation and promotion of indigenous
culture. This is because it allows for the direct
participation of local communities, who are the
custodians of their own culture, in the production and
dissemination of information and programming. Radio
stations often have programs dedicated to preserving
and promoting indigenous culture, such as traditional
music, storytelling, and language programs. These
programs provide a platform for the local community
to share their cultural heritage with others and to keep
italive for future generations. Additionally, community
radio stations often provide training and resources
for community members to produce their own content,
thereby empowering them to take ownership of their
cultural heritage. Furthermore, community radio
stations often serve as a link between remote and
isolated communities, providing them with access to
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information and resources that would otherwise be
unavailable. This can include information on cultural
events, festivals, and ceremonies, as well as
educational programs on traditional practices and
customs.

In conclusion, radio broadcasting proved an
effective tool in the preservation and promotion of
indigenous culture as it allows for the direct
participation of local communities, provides a platform
for the sharing and preservation of cultural heritage,
and serves as a link between isolated communities
and the wider world. Moreover, it also analyses how

through the processes of technological development
broadcasting as a medium provided listeners with a
centralized music culture wherein, they are exposed
to the best of both styles of music resulting in a better
understanding of each other’s cultural traditions.
Undoubtedly this program made Hindustani music
more acceptable in the south and vice versa with
Karnataka music.

PhD Research Scholar
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
E-MAIL ID: fsharifl7@gmail.com
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Introduction

Rural Development means all round development
of the rural people. Rural areas or villages, roads,
bridges, wells, ponds, health of all the people of these
areas are under the purview of development. In other
words, Rural development denotes development and
upliftment of the villages and their people. The word
‘development’ basically means ‘unfolding’, ‘revealing’
and ‘opening up’ something. K. Singh mentions that
“In the context of a socio-economic system,
development means a process of transition from a
primitive or traditional stage to a developed and
modern stage.” By Rural development, he means a
“process of change culminating into improved quality
of life for rural people.”

Objectives of the Paper:

1. To assess a brief history of Pachayatiraj
Institutions (PRIS) in India.

2. To examine the role of PRIs in Rural
development.

3. Toidentify the prospects and constraints of rural
development in India.

Methodology

The study is based on deductive method. It has
included both primary and secondary resources.
Primary sources would include documents, reports
of various governments and international
organisations, etc. The secondary sources include
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Examining the Role of

Panchayatiraj in Rural

Developments in India:
Prospects and Constraints

books, journal articles, dissertations, theses, research
papers of prominent experts and specialised persons
in the field, newspaper reports and internet sources.

Analysis

India has the rich culture of village based
administration. There were empires and kingdoms in
India in different phases of time. During the age of
Aryans, Buddhas and Jain periods, there were village
based Panchayat systems. In the British period the
Panchayat system revived and with different projects
the British Government tried for rural development.
Lord Ripon was considered to be the Father of Local
Self Government in India. India attained independence
in 1947 and the Constitution of India came into effect
onJanuary 26, 1950. Article 40 of the constitution
mentioned about Panchayatiraj system for India.

Mahatma Gandhi wanted to establish Gram
Swaraj whereby self sufficient village administration
and village economy were to be provided. India’s
Panchayatiraj system also tried for rural development
by way of Gram (Gaon or village) Panchayat and at
present PRIs are considered to be the 3rd column of
Indian administration. Gandhiji had envisaged the
vision of self sustained and self efficient village republics
capable of managing their affairs. He mentioned in
1940 in Harijan, “The Government of the village will
be conducted by a Panchayat of five persons annually
elected by the adult villagers, males and females,
possessing the minimum prescribed qualifications. It
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will have all the authority and jurisdictions in the
accepted sense, this panchayat will be legislative,
judiciary and executive combined to cooperate for
its year of office.”

India’s Panchayatiraj system also tried for Rural
Development by way of Gram Panchayat and at
present Panchayatiraj institutions are considered to
be the 3rd column of India’s administration.

India is a democratic country and it stresses on
decentralisation. Moreover, it is a big country and
the Union Government can not take care of each and
every corner of India. People’s participation is also
required for proper functioning of democracy and rural
development. Local government administration was
first introduced at Nagore of Rajasthan in 1959. 72.9
per cent of total population of India live in nearly 6
lakh of villages covering 98 per cent of India’s total
area.

Panchayatiraj institutions are the local self
government bodies consisting of elected
representatives from rural areas. PRIs are being
assigned a crucial role in the implementation of most
of the rural development programmes. Balwant Rai
Mehta Committee which was appointed in January,
1957 to study and report on the Community
Development Projects and National Extension
Service, recommended that Development cannot
progress without responsibility and power.
Community Development can be real only when the
community understands its problems, realises its
responsibilities, exercises the necessary powers
through its chosen representatives and maintains a
constant and intelligent vigilance on local
administration.

For the accelerated role of the Rural
Development, the Government of India has provided
for unique character of the PRIs. The 73rd
Amendment of the Constitution of India is a milestone
for both PRI and rural development. Three tier
Panchayatiraj system, decentralisation of power,
formulation and implementation of plans and
programmes, election for all members at all levels,
reservation on rational basis for SC and ST,
reservation of 50 per cent of seats for women, five
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year term etc are main contents of the 73rd
Amendment.

95.62 per cent of India’s territory covers nearly
six lakh of villages and nearly 73 per cent of India’s
population (Census of 2001). So, to ensure
development of India, there must be development of
villages. There are numerous examples in the history
of India of village centred rural development
administration. In contemporary India also, there is
Panchayats for rural development. Different
Panchayatiraj institutions exercise numerous roles for
rural development. After thorough discussion and
analysis of powers and functions of Panchayatiraj
institutions, role of Panchayatiraj Institutions can be
well understood.

Panchayatiraj institutions can find out and select
local problems on priority basis. India has diverse
problems in every nook and corner of the country.
Local problems can best be selected by local
Panchayatiraj institutions giving stress on local
conditions such as environment, climate and other
situations.

Panchayatiraj Institutions of India create
awareness among rural people. Until and unless there
will not be public awareness, there will also not be
rural development. Generally, rural people of India
are not conscious of their lives, needs, urgency and
development. They are made conscious by PRI of
health, hygiene, shelter, drinking water, food,
environment, education etc. The government also has
given such powers and functions to PRI to fulfil such
activities by creating public awareness in the villages
for rural development.

The Government of India’s different schemes of
Rural Development are implemented by Panchayatiraj
institutions. In India nearly 600 lakhs of people live
below poverty line. Panchayatiraj Institutions have to
try their level best for poverty alleviation of the rural
poor. PRIs take initiatives, plans, programmes, keep
link with government grants and schemes, select
beneficiaries and make arrangements for poverty
alleviation of the rural people.

Rural people are involved by the PRIs. In the
Gaon Sabha and Gaon Panchayats, rural people take
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active participation. The 73rd Amendment Act of the
Indian Constitution provides special provisions for
women, scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. All
of them now take active participation in rural
development activities forwarded by PRI. But
formerly most of them were reluctant for participation
in rural development activities.

Gaon Sabhas now prepare different rural
developments plans for their areas and send to District
Planning Committees. The Swarnajayanti Gram
Swarozgar Yojna of 1999 provided for establishment
of Non Governmental Organisations and Self Help
Groups. Now, more and more rural people have
come out for active participation in rural development
through NGOs and Self Help Groups and by
becoming entrepreneurs providing self employment
and employment to others.

The PRIs have brought changes in rural life, rural
culture and rural environment. Changes of ideas,
changes of roads and other communications,
arrangements of mass media, reduction of narrow and
superstitious ideas, arrangement of schools, Sarva
Sikhya (Education for All), pure drinking water have
created transformation of rural life and changes of
rural environment.

The Government of India and different state
governments have forwarded several schemes for
rural development. The Panchayatiraj institutions have
to select the beneficiaries to have access to such
government schemes. Some such schemes are meant
for all rural people, some are for scheduled caste
people, some are for women and some are only for
people of below poverty line. Integrated Child
Development Scheme, Asha are some such schemes
for rural development. Panchayatiraj institutions have
to find out proper beneficiaries for all introduced
different rural development schemes after
independence. The British Government also stressed
upon rural development of India was at that time under
their rule.

The present Government of India also has
introduced several rural development schemes, state
governments also have different rural development
schemes. Panchayatiraj institutions have to take proper
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care for development of agriculture, establishment of
school, community development centres, construction
of roads, shelter for people of below poverty line etc.
for fulfilling different government schemes.

Both Panchayats and Rural development are
concerned with local rural problems. But such
problems are not similar. Except basic schemes which
are all comprehensive for India, every locality has
certain problems to be solved. Every Panchayat has
to formulate such schemes on different local problems
which are to be prepared to adapt its own
environment. Local conditions, climate, geographical
location, location and culture of the locality are taken
into account. If these conditions of environment will
be calculated timely, Panchayats while preparing the
schemes, definitely there will be socio-economic
development of rural India.

In order to achieve social justice, there must be
equality in India. Articles 14 to 18 of the Constitution
of India has provided for social and political equality.
But there are still people of India who are either
downtrodden or have not attained social equality.
People living in rural India or in slum areas of the
cities have not secured social justice. They are not at
par with other people of developed localities.
Moreover, poor, old, women and scheduled
caste and scheduled tribe people are often deprived
of social justice in India. Panchayats must fight against
different odds to ensure social justice and rural
development.

There are both centralised and decentralised
principles inherent in Indian political system. Local
government institutions whether urban or rural are
decentralised political institutions. They are institutions
of grassroots politics. For the successful working of
democracy there must be decentralisation .
Panchayats are one kind of such decentralised political
institution, which can make arrangement for rural
development.

Conclusion

India has federal characteristics though the words
‘federal’ or “federalism’ have not been mentioned in
the Indian Constitution. It has dual type of
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government- federal government or central
government and the federating units or the state
governments. The 73rd Amendment of the constitution
of India has given constitutional status to Panchayats.
29 important subjects have been transferred to the

Panchayats and the Panchayats of India have
constituted the third tier of Indian administration.
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here is a very interesting discussion in

Mimamsa Philosophy as to whether mantras
convey meaning or they are just supposed to have
a supernatural power that acts just by saying the
mantra they produce an unseen effect (3qd:) that
ultimately leads to a desired fruit.

This discussion is found in the Shabara
Bhashya and also in Yask’s Niruktam, he basically
takes most of the points of discussion in both the
Bhashya’s qa9&l: and f45T= to arrive at the same
conclusion.

Another interesting point is that the meaning
of 37%: where they discuss if mantras have 31%: or

not should be clarified. 3ef®1 f& 7=1: means they
do not have a "purpose", but in the Niruktam it
also says "eTdua@@l 7 fo=rd”, which means they

don’t convey meaning. So in this discussion 37¢:
should be understood as meaning and not as
purpose.

As for the purpose of mantras, there is no
doubt:

The nature of a IM: has two aspects, as the
definition of AT: is "<TAEYT THAATT AMT:". The
two aspects are the deity to whom the sacrifice is
made for and the second the %3: or element which
should be used in the sacrifice.

At the time of performing the rites, these two
elements have to be recalled, and there is a rule
that says that they should be recalled only by the
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The meaning of Mantras, a
Mimamsa perspective

recitation of mantras (FFRa ).

So this is the obvious visible purpose of
mantras, they are used to recall the deity or the
dravya at the time of performing sacrifices.

Whenever there is a rule like this in Mimamsa,
it acts as IREEA, means, the rule excludes other
possible alternative ways of doing an action (in this
case the remembrance of the deity or dravya), and
the use of the specific option enjoined by the
fraafafy: is said to create STT:f: also, which would
not arise if it was conducted any other way.

Therefore, the use of mantras in this case has
both a visible effect as well as a supernatural one.

Going back to the accusation that mantras do
not express anything, the first point alleging that
mantras do not convey meaning in the same way
worldly sentences (ﬁﬁﬂﬂmﬁ) do is that if there
are shastras like Niruktam and others called
TR (explanatory shastras) which explain the
meaning of the mantras, this is an indication that
mantras themselves do not convey any meaning.

The example given in the Bhashya for this is
why "would you put on a shoe if you are already
wearing one?"

The next observation made in the Bhashya is
STeRITEHI, which means that mantras are different
from worldly sentences in the way the order of the
words cannot be altered, the mantras should be read
as they are without modifications being allowed.
In wordly sentences we can change the order of
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the elements of the sentence, and as meaning is
still understood on hearing the sentence, there is
no fault in doing so.

Some mantras also address inanimate objects,

like STroer ﬂmﬁﬂ (medicine, please save us) or

ST TTSTT: (listen, you pebbles), which also seems
to indicate that mantras are not said with the
intention of conveying this meaning, because sane
people do not address inanimate objects. On seeing
this it is more reasonable to assume these mantras
are recited to obtain some unseen result.

The fact that some mantras contradict each other
in meaning also would lead someone to think they
are not intended to convey meaning. Examples of
this are "Teh Td TgIsaaeet 7 fgdi=r:" and " STE@AI
Heuifor 3 wx1 SAfy Fm" (“there is only one
Rudra without a second", but also "there are
uncountable hundreds of Rudras on earth").

Some mantras also mention real historical
people, who would be anitya, and this makes no
sense if the Vedas are eternal.

But then the 3<TU&: comes to refute all these
points. It starts saying that words convey meaning
both in the Vedas as in worldly sentences.

Then he also gives examples of worldly
sentences where the order of the words cannot be

altered (351, Tuargat...)

About the accusation of their meaning being
explained in the brahmanas (TEHTTEAI), the
defense says that they are simply repeated or
glorified as 31%aMs:, and so there is no fault in
repeating or clarifying their meaning.

There are also instances where mantras are used
as 9REETI, like the mantra used to hold the rope of
the horse as opposed to the donkey’s rope, which
would have been also possible if not made clear
by the mantra.

About the accusation of some mantras having
unclear or illogical meanings, it is said:
"fyMsYarg::", which means that when the literal
primary meaning makes no sense, metaphorical
meaning should be understood, which is very often
used to enhance praise of either the devata or the
dravya or yagyas, or to motivate listeners to
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conduct the actions enjoined by the Vedas. In a
metaphorical sense, medicines do save us even
though they are inanimate objects, and by saying
that even the stones listen it intends to be said that
the content is so important that everyone, including
inanimate objects pay attention to the words. "If
even stones listen to it, how can scholars not pay
attention?"

In the example of "3fEfEIN:", where again it
was said that it is impossible that Aditi is everything,
in worldly sentences we also use this kind of
language for exaltation in metaphorical sense.

The example given for this is the famous "&Ha

T = faar @Ha", which is also not logical in its
literal meaning, because one person cannot be
mother, father etc. at the same time, but everyone
understands that this sloka expresses glorification
by means of metaphor. Here an interesting point
to be noted is the fact that this shloka is mentioned
in the Bhasya as evidence that it is very old.

Another proof of mantras conveying meaning
are those mantras which give instructions to the
sacrifice performers, which would make no sense
if mantras are only uttered for an invisible purpose
and do not express anything.

The existence of the 38: book is also counted
as evidence of the meaningfulness of mantras.

In subsidiary rites the elements necessary in the
sacrifice are not specifically mentioned but taken

from the original sacrifice by the rule "ehfcerq
fasfa: wde".

As sometimes the Devata or some other
element changes in the subsidiary rite from the
original one, the 8: book lays down the rules by
which mantras are modified to fit in those new
situations. This again, would not take place if
mantras were uttered only for unseen effect, as it is
clearly taking into account the meaning expressed
by them.

Having said this, it is important to point out
that in the SETIH=IIRTOH (2/1/34) it is stated
that the mantras modified by this procedure do not
hold status of mantras, as they are not in their
original form. The implication of this is that in the
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case of making a mistake when pronouncing it in
a ritual or in case of having forgotten it, the
performer does not have to do the F™f¥=d he would
need to do if this happened with an original mantra.

This article is a brief description of the
Mimamsa view on the controversy about whether
mantras expressing meaning in the same way as
normal sentences do.

This discussion is naturally made about Vedic
mantras in the discipline of Purva Mimamsa only.

It would be interesting to research other
disciplines’ views of the subject as for example in
Tantra the type of mantras used are maybe of
different nature and they arrive at different
conclusions.

Researcher

Mimamsa Department

Sampurnanad Sanskrit Vishwawavidyal
Varanasi
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Abstract

Asadiscipline, human resource management is
characterized by ongoing changes of various
economic, social, psychological and technological
factors. Itis undeniable that in the present context of
global environment, “sustainability” can be regarded
as amajor concern not only for global communities
but also for business communities. Scholar studies of
literature reveal that the performance of the
organization in social and environmental dimensions
is positively related to its financial and commercial
sustainability. The problems that businesses face as
they strive towards sustainable growth in the long run
are that HR functions have to incorporate sustainable
practices into a business, a concept otherwise referred
to as Green HRM, which basically enables the HR
department to enhance the construction of a
sustainable business organization. consequently, this
review intends to reveal the potential of Green HRM
practices and the correlation between the Green
practices and sustainable organizational growth
through analysing several practices. Growing numbers
of companies are starting to appreciate the fact that
sustainability is a key factor when it comes to the
image, viability and people management. Nowadays,
various companies are adapting to involve many
people to participate in determining their objectives
and processes with regards to concerns of the financial,
social, and even natural worlds. Thus, as Green HRM
IS quite nascent in its existence in India, this article
analysis shows how the growing global literature can
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Sustainable Future
through Green
HRM: The Role of
Employee Retention

Anamika Kumari** CA Ginisha Verma***

support the measured HR professionals to guide
organizations towards sustainability. In reviewing the
components of Green HRM that promote the key
business objectives of sustainable growth and
achievement of high employee turnover, this paper
presents the necessity of balancing the interest of the
firms and their personnel through the use of articles,
case studies and online sources.

Keywords : Employee Retention, Green HRM,
Sustainable Future, Greenlnitiatives.

Introduction

Climate change is real according to
environmentalists and activism groups; the
environment is degrading and the flooding and other
climate changes that are occurring are a clear proof
of global warming. According to that argument, one
has to change the behaviour and provide genuine
attempts to address the environmental issues.
Continuing the sequence of activity till the year 2030,
the United Nations introduced its Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs for short). Sustainable
development is defined as something that will not
compromise a generation or generations in the future
from benefiting from a healthy resource base and
income base or outlook (Brundtland Commission,
1987). Professor David Uzzell of the University of
Surrey estimates that P2 is gaining importance
because it involves thinking about the consequences
of business activities from the company’s angle. This
results in cost saving, increased employee satisfaction
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and consequently the environment at the workplace
is more comfortable.

Environmental concern as distinguished from
environmental awareness relates to people’s ways of
thinking and behaviors to the environment. Green HR
can be defined as “organizational decision-making and
activity concerning the human resources of an
organization within aspects of sustainable
development and increased importance of
sustainability matters. ” This idea unfolds link between
environmental sustainability and HRM to best utilize
the available resources.

Green HRM or ‘green HR’ involve the practices
and activities embraced by managers and organisations
with an intention of solving environmental issues.
These practices can be divided into two main
categories: people management and the conservation
of human resources as well as the sustainable initiatives
in the HR management processes.

Objectives

a) Toemphasize the significance of Green HRM

b) To identify Green HRM strategies that promote
sustainable organizational growth

c) To highlight the benefits of Green HRM for both
employees and employers

d) To propose a conceptual framework for Green
HRM

Research Methodology

To understand the evolving concept of Green
HRM, an extensive review of existing literature has
been conducted. This includes information from
various research papers, publications, project reports,
and online sources.

Literature Review

In the study conducted by Sakhawalkar, Thadani,
etal. (2015) a non-probability convenience sampling
was used plus the participants involved were the
employees of different IT firms in Pune City and they
filled a questionnaire that was developed to meet the
purpose of the study and gave a descriptive analysis
result of IT companies in the area. They also found
out that; currently, many green HR practices are
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practised and there is awareness by the employees.
Based on the findings of the study, it was established
that organizations are establishing ways and means
of minimizing the impacts of employees’ carbon
footprint while keeping the organization’s
environmental standards in check. The effects include;
enhanced office design for energy efficiency,
elimination of traditional interview processes by
embracing virtual methods and video conferencing,
improved car-pooling and advanced methods of
dealing with data. The survey also exposed that even
though respondents have the basic know-how of
HEVs and electric-powered vehicles, even the
respondent who specified that she or he did not know
about “Green HRM” understood the concept and
realized that their employers practice these initiatives.

According to Aggarwal and Sharma, (2015), that
reported on the significance and consequence of
‘green’ Ideas and Green HRM for Organizational
Sustainability highlighted both the positive effects on
the organizational performance and the potential
difficulties or enhancement on this theme. In the same
manner, Sheopuri and Sheopuri (2015) stated that
while adopting the green HR practice, companies can
discover some strategies of cutting cost with no impact
on talent acquisition such as part-time work. This
paper also presents the idea that establishments with
a modern business today could benefit from such
practices and get a comparative advantage.

Following the format used by Pillai and Sivathanu
(2014), the authors examined different GN HR
practices being implemented by firms globally. Their
study also examined the benefits and issues that relate
to Green HRM. In addition, they interviewed the HR
managers towards establishing how these practices
are implemented in organizations.

Marjan et al employed Green HRM in a study
that was carried out in the year 2014 to identify the
various challenges faced by Green HRM in the Iranian
oil industry among them are Marjan, Saeed, Zahra,
and Shahbazmoradic. Interviews conducted with
twelve specialists and HRs acquainted the authors
that there is no concrete plan of implementing Green
HRM, while green values remain ambiguous. This
study also revealed that the force due to employee
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opposition was negligible.

This paper aims to review Dutta (2012) and Goyal
(2013) on one of the major areas that governments
focus on in their green strategies. According to the
reports of both executives and academics, Green HR
activities included car-pooling, tele-conference, paper
recycling, web-based trainings, and email. Sayed
(2015) illustrated the practice of some recent eco-
friendly practices and Gandhi & Singh (2011) put
forward the framework of Green HRM, the latter
specifying that the Green HRM can contribute to the
improvement of the firm’s brand and image.

Firdaus and Udin identified that MNC have
started to communicate their environmental
management and practice whereas SMEs are still
trailing far behind. The nature and factors that
encourage employees in an organization to contribute
towards enhancing the organization’s environmental
performance were examined by Jabbar and Abid.

GHRM practices indicate that organizations can
considerably promote environmental actions for
change. The following paper focuses on the factors
that motivate the employee to practice GHRM.
Strategic and tactical cases using convenient sampling,
questionnaires were administered to 178 employees
of 178 companies that have implemented GHRM.
This paper posits that employment strategies affect
the reactions of employees to an organization’s
environmental initiatives. There was also realized that
use of financial had influence the employees as
compared to the uses of non-financial rewards.
Moreover, one can also note that the lack of support
from a manager can also strongly affect how eager
an employee is to support environmental programs
at the workplace, the impact of incentives is also
strongly positive for the motivation of environmental
initiatives.

When exploring a model that has been called
ROC, namely Respect, Openness as well as
Continuity specifically concerning the HR functions,
Beirendonck et al. (2014) have made an effort to
analyse it. Kapil (2015) employed case study analysis
to improve the understanding of the Indian
automakers’ environmental sustainability initiatives.

Kim, (2005) looked at feelings of hotel
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employees on some aspects of greenworks. A study
of 220 employees from eight hotels that were green-
certified in Orlando demonstrated that the practical
implementation of such programs was not as highly
rated as the employees considered them. The study
also revealed that; there is a positive relationship
between OC and environmentally friendly behaviours.

Although the participants are not able to state that
they are fully familiar with the concept labelled as green
HRM, still they do know about electric and hybrid
cars, and they know that their company acts
sustainably underpinning the argument of the author
Saraswa (2015). In Malaysia, Yusoff, Othman and
other authors (2015) reported the results of the
exploratory study aimed at identifying the specifics of
Green HRM in multinational companies. They
observed the fact that most companies are concerned
with GHRM especially on ideas such as CSR, E-
HRM, WLB, Green policies, and Extra Care
Programs.

Stankeviciute and Savaneviciene (2013) identified
three alternative definitions of sustainability related to
HRM: The four general types of auditing are:
normative, efficiency, substance, and control. Italso
builds on the conceptual understanding of sustainability
and HRM as studied by the authors.

Analyzing the data, there is a correlation between
CSR and GHRM identified by the research. The types
of studies incorporated into the analyses were CSR,
E-HRM, WLB, Green policies, and Extra care
programs. As such, the research results reveal that
organisational commitment, reward and support from
supervisor have a positive relationship with green
practices.

Green HRM Techniques

a) Recruitment and Selection — The two-fold
clear cut green ways through which recruitment can
be done are: This reduces the need for employees to
be motivated to adopt environmentally-friendly
practices implying that one of the ways is to establish
a strategy for attracting environmentally sensitive
candidates. In a different note, acompany’s human
resource department can reposition the business as a
“green employer,” to candidates who want to work
for environmentally conscious organizations (Clarke,
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2006). Thus, with the help of informational booths, HR departments can convey their green message and
collect applications, thereby reducing the amount of paper used during the selection process.

b) Green Culture — Green culture includes practicing car-pooling and ride sharing, encourage and support
environment friendly practices, promote team work and increase greener inside the working space.

¢) Training and Development - Green training and development aims include providing the employees
with information on environmental conservation, environmental management, and ways of minimizing wastage
and using energy (Zoogah, 2011). It was suggested that employees should be engaged in activities such as
work rotation to enhance the goals of environmental sustainability. There are areas of specific training that
cannot be overlooked such as power and safety. Not only paper materials can be provided by training
managers, but more often they switch to digital ones.

d) Performance Management and Appraisal — The employees should be appraised on how they relate
to the green objectives of the firms. Companies should also ensure they maintain workforce of competent
enthusiastic professionals dealing with environmental matters to be motivated. One of the important steps for
a firmwould be to introduce a green incentive programme that will make all employees follow sustainability
best practice.

e) Training and Development - Training of the company’s human resource in the field of environmental
management should entail corresponding incentives or bonuses. Other motivational tools include awards and/
or special privilegese. g., recognition, and privilege to leave early or work from home all improve employee
loyalty and containment. None of these help recognise their input in the sustainability process.

f) Safety and Health — This is critical in establishing a workplace environment where safety of the
workers is important. The Association for Human Resource Management defines a “green” workplace as an
organisation that is both pro-environment and cost-aspirational, (Association for Human Resource
Management, 2009). Developing such an atmosphere may enhance the overall health of the workers and
minimize the extent of the medical expenses connected with risky environments in the workplace.

Benefits of Green HRM

Suharti and Sugiarto (2020) examined the study of how Green HRM practices were deployed into a
particular company of Indonesia. In their study, they found out that green HRM was useful in enhancing
several values to the organization and it is personnel. To validate these benefits, they held focus group discussions
with 25 employees from five departments: namely, marketing, production, financial, human resource, and
corporate social responsibility. Discussion with these departments and the detailed interviews with key informants
reveal some benefits of Green HRM strategies, which is presented below in tabular form.

Table 1: The benefits of implementing Green HRM for employees

Benefits of Green HRM Result

Individual Green Values Employees developed a strong understanding of environmental values,
integrating these eco-friendly principles into their personal values.

Green Behaviour Employees consistently demonstrated environmentally responsible
behaviour in both office and industrial settings.
Green Competency Workers were able to perform various tasks in an eco-friendly manner,

showcasing their green skills within the organization.

Green Commitment Employees displayed a high level of dedication and responsibility towards
implementing the Green Business concept in the organization.
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Company Positive Image | Employees took pride in working for a company known for its
environmental consciousness, enhancing their satisfaction with the
company’s green reputation.

Sense of Ownership Employees felt a sense of pride working for acompany that had received
numerous environmental awards.

Job Satisfaction Employees reported high job satisfaction due to their positive experiences
with the company’s green initiatives.

Loyalty There was a noticeable reduction in employee turnover and a strong sense
of loyalty towards the company.

Job Performance Employees felt adequately rewarded by the company, leading to improved
performance without seeking higher pay.

Well-being The company’s focus on green practices contributed to enhanced employee
well-being through improved operational efficiency.

Source - Suharti and Sugiarto (2020)

The idea of Green HRM can be implemented in a way that defines and changes an employee’s attitude
and capacities towards the environmental issue. One of the usefulness of the employee competence is to
ascertainan employee’s behavior in the organization since competence is an aspect of an employee’s personality.
This conclusion corresponds with other similar researches done in the past such as Garavanetal. , 2010,
Sudin, 2011, Zoogah, 2011, Renwick et al. , 2013, Gotschol et al. , 2014, Macke and Genari, 2018 that
revealed that integration of Green HRM increases the competency and commitment level of the employee
towards green practices.

Green HRM can also have positive impact on the employees through job satisfaction and commitment,
improving health status, and employability. Clients appreciate and are aware when they associate with a firm
that supports environmental causes and reduced emission to the atmosphere; this increases commitment and
labour turnover (Wulansari, Witiastuti & Ridloah 2018). Based on the existing literature by Renwick, Redman
and Maguire (2013), Macke and Genari (2018) other authors’ works, it is possible to affirm that Green
HRM has a positive effect on performance, well-being and happiness at work. Furthermore, Cherian and
Jacob (2012) showed that while employees practising environmental responsibility in the workplace tend to
be promoted since they decrease wastage and imply better job satisfaction.

This present study raises awareness of various advantages accruable from the adoption of both Green
HRM and sustainable strategies at the organizational level.

Table 2: The benefits of implementing Green HRM for organization

Benefits of Green HRM Result

Green Organization Culture| Implementing the Green Business concept may be challenging, but it fosters
the development of a Green organizational culture within the company.

Pro-Environmental Climate | An eco-friendly organizational culture leads to the creation of a positive,
pro-environment working atmosphere in the company.

Resource Efficiency Both the production sites and office environments are made more eco-
friendly, resulting in reduced resource usage and more efficient operations.
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Cost Reduction The company adopts energy-saving, paper-reducing, and less chemically-
intensive production methods. This leads to faster, more sustainable
processes and significant overall resource savings.

Company’s Positive Image | National and global awards recognize the company’s achievements,
enhancing its reputation and making employees proud to work for a
respected organization.

Economic & Environmental | The organization’s performance improves due to the efficiencies gained
Performance from green practices, contributing to better economic and environmental
outcomes, as evidenced by various awards.

Competitive Advantage & | By deeply integrating the Green Business concept into its culture, the
Sustainability organization gains a competitive edge and demonstrates its commitment
to long-term sustainability.

Source - Suharti and Sugiarto (2020)

Drawing from the literature, this research identified several executives for undertaking Green HRM practices
inan organization. In order to follow the eco-friendly strategies, the management structure established a work
culture that was environment friendly. consequent to this shift, they improved efficiency in the utilisation of the
resources and less operational costs in all the activities. These green solutions made the utilization of resources
optimize while decreasing the expenses of the business, which is in line with Shaikh’s (2010) and Alhadid&
Abu-Rumman (2014) that emphasized on efficiency as a vital element in eco-friendly solutions to lessen
waste and obtain financial gains (Ekasatya, 2014).

Moreover, dealing with the environmental issues improved the company image reflecting positively for the
employees as well as other people within the community. The many accolades given by local and foreign
institutions to the pro-active organizational efforts verify the efficacy of the Green Business strategy. It is quite
possible that this recognition even increased its status on an international level.

Through Green HRM,, it was also possible to gain competitive advantage and enhance the firm’s economic
and environmental performance. Currently, Leonidouet al. , (2017) also pointed out that there exist prospects
of competitive advantage from Green Business strategies, hence; enhancing organizational sustainability.

Conceptual framework for Green HRM
Figure 1 (Source: Authors own conceptual representation of Green HRM)

Green HRM Techniques

Recruitment and Selection

Green Culture
Employee
Establish G Training and Development Retention and
Organizational [—) reell ——> Oreanizational
Green Val HRM Performance Management S
een Values . Sustainability
and Appraisal ’

Compensation and Benefits

Safety and Health
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Conclusion and Managerial Implications

Green HRM therefore is an interesting research
area under the study of the incorporation of
environmentalism into different peoples’ practices. To
implement Green HRM, one needs to incorporate
green practices into the various operational activities
of human resource management strategies such as
recruitment, organizational culture change, training,
reward system, and performance appraisal and
workplace health and safety. The above approach
aids in shaping the company’s culture by encouraging
all employees to practice environmentalism.

As a result, Green HRM has two main
advantages. At the individual level, the organization
benefits from improved satisfaction, commitment,
employees’ sense of responsibility, productivity, and
well-being. They also establish increased green values,

behaviour, skills, and appreciation for the
environmental issues. At the operational level of Green
HRM the company entails lesser environmental impact
on the company, improved resource utilization, less
wastage and better company image. It also increases
both the speedy economic and environmental
performance.

Itis imperative for managers to comprehend and
integrate Green HRM strategies into the organization’s
working. The paper enhances understanding regarding
the ways to stimulate the interest of an employee
regarding environmental problems as well as their
motivation to engage in sustainable practices.

* JRF Qualified (Commerce)

**Doing Phd from Birla Institute of
Technology, Mesra, Ranchi
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319 1 STIT 9 df AR U B8NS el fag S
T ST Ik Felld Bt T Sl SdE 9,
e 1 Selt A o e en W a6 @
o 9% SH UG w B TEe ke fag S
‘S qrEdl’ W ‘erue’ @i WAl @ieH |
IFFSA B S | Tl HewE et s 9 e
% fau g WY & IR ¥ weed ®ooff 3wy
< € wifep el el o oaw | o g ST
T R

AP g S R fewoft Fd g wed
£''m W &% T 7T 1 A % WY S
TWER Hedl Tohdl 399 3R HEH ¢, 9 SAERiis

IR &1 R =91 3R Tt & T&l 1 dam

HROT &1 ST 1 3Fela hROT e steiq

B qehlelF S =a S® 1 & | o e
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R fovere =@ <, Sdaar 76 & < fHr €
T, T A o1 Th-Ush o4, Th & &, T A
99§ = e @ oft werufd iR faver gu
g I vSdl W 81 eW Ued € fom g €
wEeH-fafg 39 SIdEd w1 Be ®, W S
o1 WYl & oTehcll AT, STehell &/H o1 WA §
FHfl T BT, A STT-STRT A Tl SAFA &
ferieft &1 IreIo e AMd © R geryla ik
forger & SdieEar w1 SER €1 A <Al fenddt
9 A o1 % 3MUR W & Held-Therd &1 oAl 78
T @ ARAg g7 & A @ wd o fR 9Ra
teren fEgEm § w1 Uw W, wa @ oo @ 2
T wRU € f6 9NGg we foeR e € f

HEH TSE-Tshdl oH % fau 9 el i
TA-AAR L R SRR & =l ol sHfag
IRAg, i I8 dafe Ja Weh off fSmsh &R
qRAg e Heh-'' 9 fegstll g0 ff Aa-wa@ 1
3 DI MY § YN FEIsl| 39 HEWA &l 9
F1 5 fegwH o ®, @' fodt 1 forelt Sfa =1
Fi A @8, 9% feg) 6 &1 wemar w1 e,
Gah! Tk 1 81 el HRTR fod qren ==t
¢, TN T g € 0§ @ 98 w1 SR
3q W 9 wed €, ‘el o SR el W
W W @l SO 29 H e W H 3
FHUI'"T 9 THAT & ARCAH HI Hf Th dlcehlian

‘gRAad &1 I HE B Hehdl 82’ 99 o Fed
(fafg=mar wierd gu ) wed ? fF ‘IR
H TE TN, g9 wifd, ¥ <90 H 3G w1
XAy 3 &1 o 99 gU, fohEehl T=al
que? F W? P BE? dad gL AWM FHed
&''ga s w1 9@ oW R1 T e TRt o
1 & I el Sfaa B <@, SIS 1 -
3N TsHfg TR et ¥, e se fea-fed
Sl SHfd 217 S W e qor S F@l
T T W8 Yo < e g iR 3Ed
9 R g & -9t 9o | 7R R
‘o) W oTE B 3 1 =Gl 3@ THA Wb I
T IR 3R I T S G areRt off fRet

R0 € T T Y9l Srerd gC o whed & foreht
foremtetl @ wHgfa agat ¢, Shfaert 3R o SureH
% Bq 319 H NN &l 9149-U14, B:-8: TeX THHT
A TS foA1 7% W fh &m 7 =, g
AT FT eNeA-fE & g8 Sl €1 S TR @H
& # 7 foam d o wEl SRl @2
TISFRURTEE fomst & Hed 9 ef. geuad
e w1 a8 foonhl i ® fr “su T
gfgsiat 4 @@ &l 1857 # =AM 3fe ¥ &,
Y URd & gua-gud & R H uRefid
fan 3@ g8 W dfrAes, IRy, W R SR
SHIfdal |el & e Sis ARl dSid S Ta
21 SIS TS = G U 7 Hedd arfaehdr .

T wd A T guR A ® i’ el Hewgof ®
T IS TSl 1 Tl S| IS R TH &
‘STfa’ & i & B A AT | THIGT Rdg
Sl TF U ¥ qe Fed TR IO W Tets
T R % T & N TE H R B 2| T
T 3 Tl 1 Tl sHifae TR u" § A%
e o F E e e o
? T 39 feg@m o <9 & 9 o feget st A=
Ul BiE 3| Ik gl &1 9ifq feget ¥ A

Sfeeh Toh UHT GITaeR +ff fSEeht ST oTaH-o70
e & fas & fow feman T weRar 1'% wh
R g™ THEE iR fgel & o uwmar
3TEAM &, THU 3R STEAE i Tehdl W SR
T T foienaE el @i 1 9% sfanet
TEEOFA 1 W & 21 S Hed & STER gRetdd
B B ARAg SUST TS % Wi gHiery ene o
g o 3= ‘gEedHl & wfed s 9 fgen @i
Tl d wifd iR &g & w9 # ‘=’ W

FHL| HRO I © o o9 SR H o ol 99 fSer
AT I SMTE HT 6 DISHL Th Y o8 A
T =1feTl’ 0 1857 & TR & A% T@nfud efam
IS wmE SR SH HAfEl IR el &

150 ToEe ofe » JATE 2024

TEdH HH arelt 3fie & 7, < feifaa € faudt dm
&) A iEl 589 ®© 81 wifeh S TS 1 MR
Gt & W # @ d T TR TR W
smyfier 3fte 9@ =fea =€ sifeqan &1 fmior ==t

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal « ISSN : 2456-0898



T2 Bl 99 veet (feg #) wEEH S W@ g
Tehdl o1 3T bl S 81 98 WA &1 ‘&a’
IR A’ HY T HT Teh ST B TS GRAG G
T = 1 & T I ¢ fop emiunia vgeE @l
T 1 Ui S o @1 sH wET § ‘erd
a1 Y G99 SHHT SER S a1 STl 2l
T€t FRl ¢ foh wife & ‘SEgE (nation) &
o o1 femrue’ ard gY aeew weg foed € -
"Rt foem =T <9, fSiaeh R0 B9R-geR
Rl FH W A IEd gEE S & el, '9
O E H FA RS qh GG Afeeh Hiied g
@ o gafed of d9 aeh STl & 5§ e |
SO At SR A B U en’ " arerpe e (feg
Sifa’ o e & fe=1-fa= g9 1 S g
W 2 ‘feg W’ & THS B H 3@ EH @
-9 o oW qq & IE fadsH W fEa
= hid gU Hed € T 3 Zhe foa oot
o atfuer € Sa Sia vl W Y SR oaE | ww
FT W F A HA R WH-IH o w9 7
2, A SN H A

Thdl 1l Ul A 4 B w1 I fefq
qeRTele foael &1 safae sifeh e it ©
& 29 ) S R fow™ & g ST 9
e au e 9| NfYw feufd elaem off, 9
AT TR 3 3R a=a? & o o gaferg
TI@ehi i HoTq ‘T i U8, Wehdl ohi ST&d,
Al SR B B L HH S fawE & wre-wy
amfeler ool faelaan, 2o, T@Rslt onfe o <erdt
2| AR 1 O@ S g’ dehree e
fawl &)t g Su U@ 21 3H o H
IR T I € foh WRaad &1 SHfq & 3
Sl | W ge oft © foe umior & et Sar
TA T JER-FER 8| ST Gid w1 Se-ser
T&H s IR o GR 39, Ta-Tie H Gremer am
A 7R #1 S R U9 ¥ U, gied@s o
geer@e!, fRR ¥ faerl, T8 59 e ¥ 59 |
1 FHERU JER B I A H A A §H| ARdg
T T Gifad famg get off 30 € food o
foeme, worhi 1 foren, st ®yH, | R W,
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WM, SAUR &1 S, adgsiiae Mg 21 4 &«
fowa ®aa 9Rdg 8 el afesw 39 I & aHM
&3} oraehl 1 fad & fovg a9 €1 98 9 SR ©
fo fedt @ =1 9w fe=l @™ fow W
fogie ot < W B g SeEl & Hed g@l
TEH § HE 9N A9Y H df FT IR WF & @
o & S dr W T ) feafq off @ <@
21 ifer =M @ @A § o © TR fHa 1 %y
e Torce | SrerE (S’ ot Uge ®, 3 e l-whel
ITHT I B T IR fam™ HE & A &
IIE F Gau W I #) Wl 9RAg e AR
‘MRG R’ § ‘9N gad’ S 9RA T e
RO -1 ‘M ToREarl el qEedH o’ o
fegan 2, o gl 3R areigw e faed €
‘e ud el of wehar W e SR SR @@
M HH T I T ArEdfeeh S SN 9w
1 gR &Y USHfdeh Tehdl & 1 THI| STd dk IS
wifd % TeHfdsk Tgg T et fer wh
TeHaer 3e9F © 3R, forg wifd & @ % &
e ¥ Wiealed e € a9 deh 9 39 S i
T iR gfg &t gfEr feg i | Fem
@26 ey wek UsHfde A & o st
faqr e 3Hfaeia weq 2

& wRw o TS w_w Sk Sfq-sqeen
foRiy & aren endlen fe@rt @ <@, Afea
‘T2~ IR Ad HAlR ! Sral 37 arelt vt
% YR & ®Y § IRGg JT & @l A o
Sgateran ‘I & e’ 39 fag W ot 3Ia |
dehreie ‘feg’ =a | weifad e fed €1 ge
FET Sid—sereen i 3 TRa & A9 T S
ST T, A AL wHAA, THeARY W UfHd 3=
FI A H T WE IRAS A ST i
Scafa’, ‘@il i Safa’ 9 eyl fey fog)
T 3TIT SfaTa =a 1 qE A1 i TS ®9
H o € HEl ST Hehel B 1905 T & 39 IR H
e el ufeisti § ¥ We Ut fafa=
St a A9 T ehTedt T off S-S’ ¢ st
SUFRE',  HIehss 1T, hraee feddt’, ey
H, S Rt AR e, ST Tt
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TEN SR AP HeZ hl A o- Sfq-HTEd
% ek R § SE% He e dSie-die 9
wfen o1 7 ‘ SFeq-oa’ B T © SN SHhT e
gu fomr ei=fa §va = s=H faer- g
SHfd & T ® Hia 99 9l 'l SR 9gd 9
IO G € STH 39 ST foraen o oft &1 Hel-aife
Td-faeadl &g e & GHH AFA B ... SE1 S
Tt el #1 3@ w99 Wi © SEd &l
3TN A& kT S Hekdl foh Sufa-wifa w1 wemm
g fo 391l &1 BSR-8SIX =l i W Al
AN A1 TR I HT HA TRt SR S A
g off Wierd & fo 3@-3@ Sd-Heeen gaR
Tk ¥ qEeHH R sEEd | ot 78 wge W 2

YA g3 o1 A &gy fob 5@ ¥ f8g wfa =1
RS, Y9 A GUHH K1 GF ufEH wHg H S
3 gam, &= ok & =+ s=fa & &7 #1 o1
g T G o o wifa oIk fegmm W
Afa= aF FE T FE $E R giedl 4 g2
B W1 AR SN HA o, 3T e faeeh’ #
77 foelt el 1 TeW fHu gU 21 TEY TE qEw
e w9 9 <@ W Gehdl € foh o w1 W 9@
e & 7@l dfceh 98 Uh YhR 1 OifHeh T=A
TR ®1 el HRU T, G GUSH & GuReh!
R gfgsifeml 3 oft 3 1 1ot SeM =@
&t & eifuepiel o fedt &t TwsRl f=-fa=
ol # SUR W kW B WA ANEe fag A

AAFW T AFG o fF Sifa-uifa & R
Thdl B4 § o1 T ®1 T8 WA Wd: SH
ORI IR el wa % faens e
YR T S-Sl Al ol A T ShAT Tehdl
o S OH ST W1 Al Fufy St HeE

SHEA & 9gHd ohl Hl STT T I STHR 1
g it o1 98 q T A ¢ T fohe e W
Y feat ! fegell &t 9o & €9 # Tenfud fopan s
@ o1l 399 T 91 AR Fethd! ¢ foh ‘agaa’ &
YR oTet aoh off el ST oF o €1 gEd 3R,

S | o, T A1 o i STHR 91, dfse
qifec & 99T SAFA i g TH HEl 9 FHal
3 99 ° faemm am 9 ydfad 89 & &l

SR e ¥H H A i SHed | oS STgfasn
HEgE T €, SEifeT o forad 2- ¢ org & gen
Y I8 91 ga sneh foh e, Sifq o1 weied i

a7, L ot ToHfaes Sa il STervEehd
T O SR S sHaeen & faeay ht e
ST J-Aa W M S hel W1 Ghdl @
g Uiyt <9 B fowfaq uwag wh
Th Hd 3R HEl T HE TH G B S w9
T T T AT, 98 Teh SR & €9 F A 2@
S @1 A1l Tk AW, Ueh A1 7 R ST Thdl
FH WG FEA THl HHEN A9Rdg T ® G
TEH A B ® oI ZH W YA AREer Hy A
1893 % # ‘feg, fexr, fegwam’ &1 - f<am 9Rdg
0 % & TR Y H T @ ], Ry ek
fedt’ ‘It g’ e U H WG g el
Y I T A & Helel i FA DI BT HT
21 3 fe@mn T ® TR 69 U w0 S <Al
F S U IS B o G o 9Rd Yy sEm
S W off, feg a1 o wufq &t <90 qen R
et W sted HWeehd o AR seAfs Wit oAt I
off, 9 ¥ 9Rd HI M Med g2 €, T A *
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gd HH TG N W TEH Tehdl 1 THed, S =
v & oA S Al § i /W, o € sEent
9T I = ST MR % gR gUeR HHIEH
% g Ry U fafeq @y 9 37 Gd-38 9
Geifea faeml 1 qar = 81 Y 9Rdg 3 ST
qdied A 1 SR © O Rl iR oE e
dicft & & % & &) @l St | ve BRE e
* Y A H YA el € SR S T8 hRdl
oty  forelt Tt § 4 98 9 B ¥ @ i
¥ 59 39 e & faselt el w1 yEn T w SR
T | et Wt €, qf 38 &l wed €)1 9Rdg
T H 9N &% "X W F ® faael ¥ g 9= 9
e € yUm dl 7% fF weR & et
W@ @1 B o facst wresf areft 3§ # et |
faet 8l T9 & w1 g HR0 3] Al R
ST Yol § & orol o1 el SN W NI
W T & IR’ a9 fagid w1 R R g
ITHT FARR HE H Iw1 @ 2 aed T8 R
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TSIt S ST 3% 9 Teh TE 1 ' h1ed et

I 9 ywifad et 21 f&d wifeew d s

e wfe o wnfae -390 ST HIF-=Ad
" % faenamg wferd & a7 wRw €
3@ R famet #1 sifcaerma fagam < &t & =i
T & el AF SR TR wientaes sifeansti
AR W Th @ 1§ TS 9o 3R HTRT 8"
s ol S W R oM SeieR Hed YR
5ot 7 off #a1 & 3 = & 2= T wfow
% fau o1 whd €, WR Hfaa o e =few

319 I fohT MU favei o & SMYR W HEr S
Tohal € Th 9RAg I T Qi SR
Aafafyes R § St ‘T’ & faewE w6
a1 9 et § gyeifed Bt B Ueel 9R f |
T, HHIAE R ST 1 SR S S 8l
feman 1 39 ®1e § Sfa (nation) 1 9g=H 3R
SREAT T 1 S TAH el ®, et &, weft o
FHd W W SR <d ge O =0 e ®9 A
Sodl @ a1 B’ wes o T oot § oft
agEadal faad B1 wifer Tl w1 fafi=Tar seet
ol UEEH i GieH % %A § "fed et § 8k
3Iqq: Sfd hl STEURUN U Siqasg H HeAgA

ST A1 higC fh wRdg I 1 ‘fed sufd’ i
qdeg W TR el o g =i fR g e
fegmam’ ot SU® WY @ € WEHR w1 Affw
g iR foemm wifaa ) e ™o @
e 1 duIfiehdl & <&l @M % S Fehd
& oiferd Sfd (nation) =1 STEERON o ‘ STEe’
#T @l 1 Thdl W 3 o @ wn o quige
St e W WA B S 9ol gHet T
S Geet foaR 9Rdg T % g | B, 2elifh
TAH! AfTATFT T AIEAH A= W TR A
& atfues a1 21 ‘HEEE AW W STt 6
S A 39 A H B @R Id@ @ dfed o7
Afrer farfaa T& 71 TN, T© T 3T a1t o
# /P WUA-fog U=y war @1 g6 ot o
B S Wehdll € Toh ARAGFA Sretreqn o ‘S
Tifecd’ w1 STILRN 3T Tt F9 H1 G 7
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qr=T qRAre e gunedt, fod [eRe Jomel
# ®Y 4 S Sl €, Saq & & veqen &
THy fawrE W Bisd ol I8 FUmell T Had
3R s SerT $1 feom d ot e et ot
YrE YR 78 1 G SevT T I i
gfeehivT @ &l 3R BT Hi SHiaT & eV Hi
g o HEg HT 91 GHEAT GHIT H, 54
fo1em @1 38¥T ®ac ISFIR FItd I W&l aH
Hifira & T &, a0 g Rt fren gone &
ael # yEfikar ifid gegE gidt @1 e
FI9Te, Ak 13187, GHISTEaT, Qiehiaed iR e
T, SR A W 99 Tee] s Ht 1
TeEyYl 21 59 YUIel % gl fagTdl # GHehrei
forem & @y @37 © o7 1 9O 9w 999 8

T off| € JOTTeA SR, WSR3 Wi
Tedl, dan Sfed & fafa= gsqet & 9He &l
Thihd i W Aenla off| ot & 999 o, o9
foren 1 ST dad USMIR Y a1 |
fearfa & gfig 9o <if g w1 @1 €, 99 9=
O R1en gumelt i AHehleid WEfTRdl W
R w1 T@d weEUl B W €1 39 ST
H, 89 UEE 9RdE e gonell &1 wHehreny
wrfiTeRar o1 fovewo S 3R gE @ o fhw
TR I YUel Tl off 99 & fafa= = o
AN W fTeRar ST gT 21

el R 918 yotredt: o= R
f31en woelt I % = 3R wHu gfesion W
safia ot SHh1 329T Heod g T aH
difrd =&l o, dfcsh 98 Sfad & e oted &l
TS, ST T ISl T i 3R qHS & 9fd

Gl 7, 3N 599 GHIS H GHRIcHF qectie 3
Thal 81 39 FHR, = GRAE ¥1en gone i
qHHTA T T €, 9k 39 Y7: STYd #Y
TS G, dgfaid IR GHdarged GHS $ 3R
g1 ST Gl 2

oS 916 : UTEA, TR e gonett, e
Yorelt, T TR, Sftem shivrer, Afaes fre

YT : 9Rd i e fren gomeRt, o9
Toehel WOMell & ®9 d S S@1 €, Th UE
TOTCR off St 7 %o A i gETed w of,
afch W Sfied % B U8 W Sied &l s ot
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STEIIE i FegH T 1 YO I off|
TeRa JuTelt 39 fRiem yumelt 1 wsfeg ef,
Bl T R firm % fw ufte Wew fen &
w9 Sfied & B U8 ! foRfdad &
YR &A1 &1 € JOTelt herel TR 3R AFfEs
TgaT W eI, dfceh feqes, Hfde 3 HHITSIR
JeF WA SR <t ot g 9RdE vl S|
A%, UM, HETHRA, THE0, SR 9Eg W §
39 T3 Yomelt & Sevd SR gfeshiv % T w9
@ affq ferean = 21 39 vl o ffed 9@ 9 @
ug ol ® T foem o1 Sevd e SHeRM
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Y A el dfesh @M, GWE, AR Sfed o
Hqeq o ol I8 gfe 9 dad W 9 &
TS i GYEd SH H Geed ot afcdh T- o
Ff gy fasm iR Afews goai & fmin % fag
TH Iy wWEy R

TeRd T TH@ et gorett of, foes faenfefa
H E & Y | 1 I S em 39
JuTelt & 3iaita, foeneft fafa= faw=i o forem wrea
F &, W8 T O9g, faam, &an, iR o) e
JuTTet! AR fren qomeft 61 Uk g S e, i
g 9ea § firem w1 denford wXar oml 39
HoITed! ®, B U e % SNE § W 3R E &
JIT&I0T § AW @d | IeT ST Sl Hftie, |,
AR SR I 1 3rs1 Hed fHeran on, s S

% fou w ola: ggg anf yqm fran @ik ardi
S % T H Aequl AR foRam oS o,
TH YUTel 1 HWee S=d ¢, 3R g8 BEl
ITeNfea, guftd, iR Hagasita Irifies oA e o
TR Il 2
g wasd ¥ wreiw forem &t wEfTeRar
a3k |igwar : wEE aRdE e
YUl 1 Ueh He@qUl q8q] o HHedl, HigspT,
R srfed #1 HEEE T oA ki fen @
Afa= femm O STar em, S 9 sad AR
fowe H Werme 9, dfcsk w9 § wifg &R
TS 91N W & fau of steavaes o) o &
U W, S HHS Siyesh GO, QiR fadrs,
R onffer SR ¥ S W, 99 FREWE R

eI 1 TYGIh il o1l [ehd H S hl
a3, WA, well, AR o= fawai wr foreor
ST ol B 1 E % fiem o fafa= st w6
AT T w1 AR THaar on, Fud 3T
qrqul foehd BIAT o1l TegRd Ol B I
Sferical fershTd, WrATToTeh Gaier, 3T foren & &= o
Tl R M W GUR I h1 AW GEH TR

Teha Yumell § fem & wita &1 gk
Afgda ot B Tegd | & & v d w®d o
IR STF YAF HSH R TE Kl W&m w1 g
F o1 I8, B @ fafa= fawel & wg-wy
uifier iR gmfee fren off wm w1 S eff)
TehRd W BE R A had faen Wi w1 AW
fe@rn S o, afew 3% "ol foem & fa
IMRes, AHfEs, iR emefores gfic ¥ AR
IERIESIGIIRIT

e YU 1 T 3R Heequl ded I8 o
f SEl & Whfdew I@ERET H WA B A
fHeTan o1l Teshel S W SR @ wieo
¥ wfyd 8 o, S SE %l Wiefde ®9 9
IRETE T H1 HATH URHE FHAT A1l 3HR
TRUMAEEEY, B 9 %had 3HhRHs a1 9w
# 9, dfceh o difder IR ARGS9 W Ry
wH & o of gafea g o

qedl 1 g e st gEfte ® Sl @l
=l I 1 oAl § T A § d Tk R
AR wiifeqol wES 1 FEr R wewd €
He-fedea 1 R i 81 M % §F IR
afgq & fagial &1 oS of st = fen gomed
# 21 o, erfeqn w1 9% we @ i srafeu
% g A i HH T W HeHH 8 Fehal &
AT, WA IR e gomett 9 R 39 e
1 SMYfTH To1en e ¥ wHA T, BEAT Hl
T ®ae 98 ANRE 9 H Feh B, Sfedh
a3k fova & Th geres o ¥ o S
H oft 7eg w3

FE kT GrawifieRar ;¢ Wi sRdE e
JoTelt 1 ek fareioen off 9 1 weEwifwd 39
yoel § M ! fRer dnifees, @S, o
qiepfas @O | aien T8 T o, dfes 38 9t
& foI gay iR Syanft Fm o1 war fepan =
9%, SUMYR, HEI9Rd, TFES, R o T ¥ 9
% fafv= Teqet &1 fowga ®9 ¥ w&qa foan mn
2 T H A Pow omeATAE IR IR
foram ®, aifees fagm, T, @iereme, ik fafwea
&% fowl 4 W SeoedE SHeER fHdd 2

A & THA |, e fY1en iR SrEeE st @

9 YR, Tehd YU = BT i YUl okt
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Abstract:

We investigate how investor demand for a
company’s shares in the presence of fresh information
isimpacted by an external evaluation of the relative
ESG attractiveness of the company. Companies are
increasingly disclosing environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) data in addition to financial
reporting. All of the company’s stakeholders, and
more notably the investors, are expected to be
satisfied by this process in terms of their information
demands. This paper has two goals in mind. First,
determine whether investors consider ESG factors
when allocating their capital. Second, to determine
which aspect of the ESG has the greatest impact on
their choice of investment allocation decision. A better
understanding of this will help organizations to focus
on their ESG practices for gaining investors’
confidence in the company.For this we conduct a
systematic literature review of 65 papers from
ScopusDatabasefortheyears 2004 to 2023.

1. Introduction:

Over the past ten years, a substantial push has
been made toward sustainable investing as
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) rules
have gained importance across enterprises. Socially
responsible investments (SRIs) account for over 36%
of all assets under management globally, according
to the Global Sustainable Investment Review (GSIR,
2020). The US market for SRI accounts for 48% of
global sales, followed by Europe at 34%. Generally
we use terms like CSR, SRI, ESG interchangeably

158 TAEe 9fe » TS 2024

CA Ginisha Verma***

Relation between
ESG and Investor’s
Decision Making: A

Systematic

Literature Review

but these are quite different from each other. In
accordance with (Sandberg et al., 2009) and
Widyawati (2017), SRI is a method by which
investors integrate ESG concerns to strike a balance
between financial returns and moral and sustainable
objectives. ESG is atechnique for assessing how well
businesses perform across a range of concerns
pertaining to the environment, society, and corporate
governance. Many studies have shown the importance
of ESG activities like inastudy by (Dillaetal., 2016)
stated that many new socially conscious funds have
been launched that address both return on investment
and ESG issues. By 2025, almost 33% of the entire
worldwide AUM is anticipated to be allocated to ESG
funds (Wen et al., 2022). According to (de la Fuente
etal., 2021) even financial institutions are pressuring
businesses to prioritize sustainability and include ESG
factors into their plans. ESG stocks have subsequently
received a sizable amount of investments in recent
years (Gao et al., 2022), becoming a considerable
element of global equity portfolios (Daugaard, 2020).

ESG has gained importance due to these reasons.
Inorder to integrate ESG factors in investing decisions,
new legitimacy was sought after reputational losses
during the financial crisis of 2008 (Revelli, 2017; Alda,
2021).

Additionally, businesses are increasingly judged
in today’s marketplaces based on how they handle
corporate social responsibility CSR themes (Gangi
etal., 2022). This forces financial operators to adjust
their selection criteria in response to the stakeholders’
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increasing awareness of the social and environmental
effects of business. Apart from this demand from public
institutions has intensified for SRI. The Financial
Stability Board’s Taskforces on Climate- related and
Nature-related Financial Disclosure, the UNEP
Finance Initiative (UNEP FI), and the European
Commission’s Green Investment Taxonomy (2020)
are three examples of the global engagement that has
accelerated the growth of SRI (OECD, 2020). The
COVID-19 pandemic more recently raised awareness
of the importance of ESG topics in business and
society (EFAMA, 2021). The Glasgow Financial
Alliance for Net Zero (COP-26) raises awareness of
the contribution of the financial sector to environmental
sustainability.

In light of the fact that investor sentiment is very
important in the financial markets and that ESG is one
of the most discussed developing asset classes, it is
possible that it will have an impact on the market.

2. Methodology:

According to Fink (2010), a systematic literature
review can be defined as a “systematic, explicit and
reproducible method for identifying, evaluating, and
synthesizing the existing body of completed and
recorded work produced by researchers, scholars,
and practitioners”.

In order to find relevant material for this study, all
possible keywords were included in the search.
According to (Cooper and Hedges, 2009), after
compiling enough pertinent material for research
synthesis, one should extract information from each
document that might aid in resolving the concerns that
need to be addressed. It also helps to filter the research
papers that have been gathered. As a result, articles
that did not address the research goals under
consideration were excluded.

In this study, we use the keyword “esg” or
“environmental social governance” or “csr” or “sri”
or “sustainability” and “behavioural finance” or
“behavioral finance” or “investor sentiment” or
“investor decision making” in the article title, abstract,
or keywords. This yielded a total of 120 documents.
The data were screened in multiple stages, as shown
infigure 1. The Scopus database was chosen because
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it offers the most thorough overview of research
outputs in the world and is regarded as housing the
greatest collection of acceptable-quality academic
research publications (Elsevier, 2020).

Research Methodology

Initial Search

Limit to Journal, Article in Press, Final
Publication stage

Limit to subject are. Busi

Limit to Document type as Article and Review
and Language English and Publication year N=78
from 2004 to 2023

Analysis of articles' titles and abstarcts to N=65
decide on inclusion in the final sample

Total articles for systematic literature review N=65

Figure 1 Source-Authors Compilation

3. Findings:
3.1. Covid-19 Pandemic impact investors’
sentiments towards ESG activities:

A study by (Murashima, 2023) concluded that
individual investor attitude impact SRI and it has
changed after Covid-19 pandemic. Their SRI is
unfavorably impacted by aspects that are return-
focused, while positively impacted by social issues
that are relationship-focused. The relationship varies
each country as well. Compared to US and German
investors, Japanese investors anticipate shorter-term
SRl returns. The relationship-oriented social variables,
such as the environment, diversity, and employee rights
and welfare, only had an impact on Japanese
investors’SRI decisions.

3.2. Impact of Investors’ sentiments on ESG

activities:
A study by (Dhasmana et al., 2023) concluded
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that there is no causal relationship between investor
sentiment and the ESG index indicates that investors
are unconcerned with all of the ESG activities being
implemented by the companies and that they still
prioritize the conventional financial gains from their
investments. Since ESG investing is still not well
integrated into Indian investor attitude and has a long
way to go before it has an impact on the financial
markets, the current study adds to the body of
knowledge in this regard.

3.3. Impact of ESG activities on Investor’s
Decision Making:

When choosing mutual funds, a sizeable fraction
of investors consider environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) factors as well as return
characteristics (Riedl and Smeets 2017). Fooladi and
Hebb (2022) discovered that ESG ratings have an
impact on fund performance separately from the
capacity for asset selection. Corporate social
responsibility (CSR) was found by El Ghoul and
Karoui (2017) to be a significant impact in fund
performance and fund flows. According to Becker et
al. (2022), better ESG-related fund characteristics
lead to larger fundflows.

4. Conclusion:

Over the past few years, there has been an
increase in the demand for sustainable investment
around the globe. Our findings have important
ramifications for policymakers and Indian ESG
businesses specifically. Reporting based on ESG

framework helps establish accountability on the part
of managers of business and provide a clear view of
businesses’ activities, therefore, helping reduce the
conflict between business owners and managers.

In order to provide insights into investors’ ideas,
expectations, and perceptions of ESG investment to
produce superior performance and have a genuine
social impact, we study the foundational ESG
literature. The research generally agrees that investors
favor sustainability, which means they are ready to
forgo earnings in order to invest in sustainable or green
assets. To put it another way, they are prepared to
forego financial gain in order to have an impact on
society. Mixed empirical data support ESG
investments’ greater success.

Even if there has been a greater emphasis on
responsible investment in recent years, there is still a
long way to go until it manifests itself in Indian investor
attitude. Investors who choose to remain unaware of
responsible investing still do not fully understand the
significance of ESG ratings. ESG ratings are a “feel-
good” feature on annual reports in India that increase
auditor confidence but have not yet gained the faith
of investors. A culture shift in investing is necessary to
integrate ESG factors into boosting investor sentiment,
which may pave the way for responsible investments
inthe future.
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Research Paper

Dr. Sarvjeet Yadav

INTRODUCTION

Kanheri represents a large ancient Buddhist
establishment. In the network of nearly 1200 caves
in western India, Kanheri occupies an important
and distinctive place. The name Kanheri is derived
from the Sanskrit name ‘Krsnagiri’ which means
black mountain, its Prakrit name is ‘Kanhagiri’.
Kanheri is 10 km to the southeast of Borivali, the
suburb of metropolitan Bombay and has beautiful
natural surroundings. The site of caves is not far
from the ancient rich trade centres of Sopara,
Kalyan and Chaul and well connected with the
inland market-towns like Nasik, Ter, and
Pratisthana, the capital city of the Satavahanas.
There is a complex of 104 rock-cut caves at
Kanheri. Many caves have front courtyards along
with benches. There are water cisterns, flight of
steps leading to cave doors, halls with windows of
stone lattice, graceful sculptures, inscriptions and
burial gallery.

Various important works have been done earlier
on the inscriptions by Bird in 1847, Stevenson in
1852, West in 1861, Burgess and Bhagwanlal
Indraji in 1881 and later works were done in 1948,
1976 and 1977. Kanheri inscriptions by Shobhana
Gokhale, 1991 includes all records at Kanheri.

Kanheri came into limelight in the Satavahana
period i.e. early part of the first century A.D.
Satavahana kingdom was founded in the last
quarter of the 3rd century B.C. but was interrupted
by the conquest of the Ksatrapa ruler Rudradaman.
Their relationship is recorded in the inscriptions
also. Maharathis and Mahabhoj’s played a
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prominent role in the political field. The Abhiras
occupied the Nasik and Kanheri region after the
Satavahanas in 3rd century A.D. The Traikutakas
were the successors of the Abhiras and fully
controlled the passes coming from Sopara, Nasik
and Nanaghat. The absence of the name of the
kings indicates the political disturbances in the
interval of time period from Ist century A.D. to
7th century AD.. The Traikutakas were replaced
by Vakataka for a short period of time but then the
Traikutakas were restored. As north India faced
political disintegration after the downfall of the
Gupta Empire similarly political disturbances were
there in the Deccan till the rise of the Chalukyas of
Badami. The Sino-Indian relationship is another
important factor in the history of Kanheri. After
Chalukyas the Rastrakutas became paramount
rulers of the Deccan which had rulers like Silahara
king Pullasakti.
INTRODUCTION OF SOURCES

Some inscriptions are short while some are long
enough to have 20 lines. Inscriptions are not only
the carved writing or records but they reflect certain
aspects of the society, cultural relations, and the
constituents of the society within a time interval,
certain beliefs embedded in it, professions, the
economy and political scenario. Hence inscriptions
in the western Deccan caves are significant
barometers of this phase of transition and social
change. In some inscriptions the name of the monk
in whose honour the stupa was erected cannot be
guessed at all. And sometimes little can be known
like an inscription belonging to S00A.D. which
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says that a stupa was erected in the honour of
Sthaviraarahat but rest of the information is lost
because the inscription is completely damaged.

Epitaphs are a phrase or form of words written
in the memory of a person who had died especially
as an inscription or a tombstone. They were the
result of the explorations in the valley in front of
the burial gallery by Shobana Gokhale to
investigate new inscriptions at Kanheri, a Buddhist
site in Western Deccan. They are largely in prakrit
and belong to fifth-sixth century A.D.

One of the epitaph records a stupa being erected
in honor of sthavira Arya Vijyasena. The monk
Vijyasena at Kanheri attained three types of
knowledge called ‘Tevijja’ which are according to
Digha Nikaya as Pubbenivasa: the knowledge of
three previous existences, Dibbachakkhu: divine
vision and Asavakhayafiana: destruction of
depravities.! Another inscription does not record
any gift but tell us something about the relationship
between the renouncers and the householders. Like
it mentions ‘patisammbhida’ and there are four kinds
of patisambhida: atthapati- sambhida means
analysis of the texts, dhammapati-sarhbhida means
reasoning of the text, nirutipati-saabhida means
interpretation of the religious text, patibhanapati
sambhida means illumination. These are the four
powers achieved by arhats for penetration in the
hearts of the people. One of them records the stupa
erected in the honor of Vasi, sthavira Arya
Sanghananda was a ‘vasin’ a person who has
control over his feelings.? In such inscriptions the
point to be noted is that the donor is anonymous.
All the donors except monks and nuns are
supposed to be householders but they prefer to
project themselves as the merchants and traders as
we will come to see in the further discussion, the
reason behind such fact might be that in spite of
ordinarily referring themselves as householder they
specify their occupation which is a sign towards
the existence of the occupational society. But still
to be worked on.

We find references of the donations or the
practice of erecting stupa for the arhats or the
learned people of the community. The question
arises that why Buddhist sacred sites are marked
by stupas or chaityas? Schopen tells us that in the
Archaeological record it is evident that wherever
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the former presence of Buddha was marked there
was a tendency to draw to it other deposits therefore
hundred and thousands of stupas of various sizes
surround the main stupa. These smaller stupas
cannot be ‘votive stupas’ since they contain things
like relics, bones and ashes. These small stupas
were portable and were brought from somewhere
else and deposited near the main stupa, sometimes
they were votive having some inscriptions and some
had funerary character.3 This inscribed text in the
later stupas is called dharanis and were related to
avoiding rebirth in the hell or unfortunate destinies
and were also connected with Buddhist mortuary
practices. Thus the large central structure either
represents the spot that was formerly in direct
contact of the physical body of the Buddha or the
presence of the actual physical presence of the piece
of the body. The stupas of various sizes were
brought as close as possible to the main structure
at different times from somewhere else and the
meaning of all this is still to be known. It has also
been pointed out the relic in the early Buddhist India
was thought of as an actual physical presence.
Hence the idea of relics as legal person and the
functional equivalence of the relic and the living
Buddha have been brought out. At Kanheri we
cannot say anything about the presence of relics
but the epitaphs like the below reflects some
practice which was there in the time period varying
from 3" to 5-6™ century A.D. and are found in the
Cave no. 87.

One of the epitaph in Prakrit and belonging to
500 century A.D records the stupa erected in the
honour of sthavira Arhat Sata. Other inscription of
the same time-period records a stupa being erected
in the name of Tilapalaka, who belonged to a
different school. Epitaph in cave no. 87, in Prakrit
and belonging to 550 century A.D. says that a stupa
was erected in the honour of sthavirakhemaka.
Similar epitaph records a stupa erected in the
honour of bhadantaVijayamitta. The honorific Arya
is not used for Vijayamitrain this epitaph. Epitaph
with language Prakrit and belonging to 500 century
A.D. records a stupa erected in the honour of
sthavira Arya khemaka.* Epitaph in Prakrit and
belonging to 550 century A.D. records a stupa
being erected in the honour of sthavira Arya, Arhat,
Ganacharya Dhamma seva. Another epitaph shows
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that a stupa was erected in the honour of Arya
Svami Andhakavira. The word ‘Svami’ indicates
his royal status and the word ‘Andhakavira’
indicates his origin from Andhra.> Other epitaph
says that the stupa was erected in the honour of
‘Arya’ was the best ‘arhat; everyday. Epitaph in
Prakrit and belonging to 500 century A.D. records
that a stupa was erected in the name of arhat,
Badilana.

Epitaph with language Prakrit and belonging
to 550 century A.D. records that a stupa was
erected in the honour of Sthavira Arahanta
Aryaputra who was shadabhijnani. In this
inscription, two words are important viz. Aryaputra
and shadabhijnani where Aryaputra is generally the
honorific of a royal member, and shadabhijnani-
Aryaputra had attained six mental states.
Paracittavijanana-telepathy, dibbasota-heavenly
ear, 1idhi-levitation. Asavakhayaﬁana : destruction
of depravities Pubbenivasa: the knowledge of three
previous existences, Dibbachakkhu: divine vision.
CLASIFICATION OF DONORS

It is difficult to assign any group as a particular
donor. Rulers made grants for spiritual merit,
personal fame and glory, public welfare works had
also been part of donation, bountiful donations
made by queens, king’s mother, princes, princesses
to religious orders.% Since now cattle was more
economically useful hence no mention of gift of
cattle. Gifts of parks, wells, pillars and gateways
dedicated, during post-Mauryan period merchantile
community was the dominant group of donors,
Gandhikas, fishermen, garlandmakers, peasants
and artisans were more in this period as compared
to earlier times. Buddhist Sarmgha had also turned
into a donor, women gave daily alms of cooked
food to bhikkhus and made rich donations of
precious jewellery and other articles to Buddhist
samgha.” Monks and nuns possessed atleast some
means to be position to make certain gifts. Probably
they also raised funds for these gifts through
begging.8

One inscription is above the tank to the left hand
end of cave no.7, it mentions the water tank as the
meritorious gift of the lay-worshipper Samika, a
merchant of Sopara. Other inscription is engraved
on the architrave of the verandah of cave no. 11.
the object of the inscription is to record that during

166 TS 9fe » JATE 2024

the reign of Kapardinll, Gomin Avighnakara, a
devout worshipper of the Sugata (Buddha) who had
hailed from the Gauda country, made a permanent
endowment of hundred drammas (aksayanivi) for
the meditation room and clothing of the monks
residing in the Maharaja Mahavihara at Ksrnagiri.
The interest on the endowment was to accrue to
the donor during his life-time, and after his death it
was to be applied for the said purpose by competent
persons. The inscription mentions two eye
witnesses, viz. pattiyanakayoga and the Acharya
of Chikhyallapallika. The inscription contains at
the end an imprecation against those who would
misappropriate the endowment. Like one who will
misappropriate this will be born in the avichi
Paritapa Kumbhipaka and other hells and will have
for his food cow-flesh vomited by dogs. Here
GaudaVicaya comprised some territory of West
Bengal. Ksrnagiri is Kanheri and Chikhyallapallika
is Chikhloli, twenty miles east of the kanheri caves.
This inscription is in Sanskrit.> An inscription is
engraved on the architrave of cave no. 12. The
object of the inscription is to record that during the
reign of Kapardin II a person named Veva made a
perpetual donation for the Kolivesmika i.e. a room
suitable for meditation and clothing and other gifts
for the Buddhist monks by depositing one hundred
drammas with the venerable community of the
Mahavihara at Ksrnagiri. It is accompanied with
an imprecation against those who would
misappropriate the endowment. Fortune, earth and
so forth are obtained by religious merit. Its language
is Sanskrit.1® Another inscription on the left hand
side-wall of the verandah of cave no.101 over a
tank in Prakrit and belonging to 2nd century A.D.
records the gift by Upasaka Sivadata from Kalyan.
In line 10, there is a reference to the donation of
chivarikas. Line 11 records the donation of 300
Karshapanas to the Ambalika monastery at Kalyan.

Inscription from cave no. 26, on the right hand
side-wall outside the verandah cave no. 26 above
a recess over a tank records the gift of a cave by
Sivaputa from chemulaka at kanheri.!! Another
inscription from cave no.59, on the left hand side-
wall, outside the verandah cave no.59, records a
cave, a cistern and a hall excavated as the
meritorious gift of Kanha, a perpetual endowment
of hundreds of karsapanas has been given. Out of
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interest one twelfth shares shall be given to the
community of ascetics for clothes, the grant has
been made for the welfare and happiness of all
people. Their language is Prakrit and belongs to
second-third century A.D.12

MERCHANT AND TRADERS AS DONORS

Inscription from cave no.2 records the
meritorious gift of a cistern by a goldsmith Samidata
of Kalyan together with the community of ascetics
and lay brother. Another inscription from cave
no.7, above the water tank records water cistern as
the meritorious gift of Sulasadatta son of the
goldsmith Rohinimitra of Chemul (modern Chaula
in Raigad district, Maharastra).(66) One of the
inscription on the back of a low bench along the
flight of steps opposite of the cave no.7 records
the meritorious gift of a pathway by Dhamanaka
who was the son of Rohinimitra and jeweler of
Chemula. Their language is Prakrit and belongs to
second century A.D.

Inscription from cave no.29, this inscription is
of four lines on a detached rock on the side of the
steps near cave no.32. It records a path, meritorious
gift of Nanda (Nada), a blacksmith from Kalyan.
Inscription from cave no.2 records the meritorious
gift of a cistern by Punavasu, the son of a trader
Chita from Kalyan.!3 Inscription from cave no.16,
is a two lines inscription above a recess over a
bench in cave no.16, it records a permanent gift of
a field by the merchant Mundapala the son of
UpasakaVinhumita, along with his wife and
children. Inscription from cave no.73, the
inscription is on the inner wall of the verandah cave
no.73, it is written in the porch (Mandapa) and just
above the two windows (Pravada) in the cave. It
records a meritorious gift of a cave and a cistern
by a merchant Risipala, the son of the merchant
Golanaka, an inhabitant of Kalyan in honor of his
parents. A perpetual endowment has been given
viz. a field in the village of saphau and out of that
one-twelfth share shall be given to the ascetics who
were living for four months (vassavasa) for clothes
in the hot season, one karsapana each month, with
the remaining amount the minor repairs shall be
done in the ‘Mandapa’ and ‘Pravada’.!# Inscription
from cave no.74, which is on the right hand side-
wall, outside the verandah cave no.74 records the
gift of cave by the son of the merchant
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VisnunandinVenhunarmdi an inhabitant of Kalyan
with his father Visnunandin, with his mother
Bodhisama, with his brother and with all his
relatives. Inscription from cave no.80, the
inscription is on the right hand side-wall, outside
the verandah cave no.80.the inscription records the
meritorious gift of a cave by the merchant Navinaka
in honor of his mother. It further records the
permanent endowment and a cave for the welfare
of all living beings. Inscription on the right hand
side-wall, outside the verandah cave no.81, above
a recess over a tank. It records the meritorious gift
by Sethi Pusamita of a cave and a water cistern in
honor of his parents. Inscription of one line on the
back wall of the open gallery just by the side of the
cemetary. It records the gift of a cave by
Nagapalita, a jeweller from sopara, along with his
family. Their language is Prakrit and belongs to
second-third century A.D.

Inscription on the right hand gate post of the
Chaitya cave no.3, Ghokhale mentions that the
construction of the Kanheri Chaitya was begun by
the merchants Gajasena and Gajamita and was
completed by the persons as mentioned: Pavajita-
therabhadanta-Achala, BhadantaGahala, Bhadanta
Vijayanita, Bhadanta Bo(dhiko), Bhadanta
Dhamapala, Anandaputa Aparrenka. Its language
is Prakrit and belongs to second century A.D.13
Inscription engraved on a detached rock opposite
cave no.41. It records the construction of a
reservoir by sethi Punaka from Sopara. This is the
earliest evidence of the dam construction in
Maharashtra.!® One of the inscriptions at kanheri
refers to the fields around Kanheri which were
under cultivation for the maintenance of Buddhist
monks. The present inscription indicates that the
water tanks in caves were sufficient for the
occupants of the cells that the dam was constructed
across the stream and collected water was utilized
for the watering of near fields.

Inscription on the left hand side-wall, outside
the verandah of cave no. 32 over a large water tank
records the meritorious gift of the merchant
Dharma, the son of Sivamitraan inhabitant of
Kalyan with his whole family of a cave, water
cistern, benches for sitting, a chair and a flight of
stairs for the community of monks from the four
quarters of the horizon for the honor of his parents
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and for the welfare and happiness of all living
beings. Its language is Prakrit and belongs to second
century A.D.17 The above set of-+ inscriptions
indicate the donation of caves, water tank,
pathways, benches and fields. It signifies the
significance and the place of Buddhist religion in
the society that efforts were made to provide every
possible comfort to the monks and ascetics. The
instances of family donations and the merit
bestowed on the entire family or parents or all living
beings shows a rough structure of a well-knit
society and fraternity or the feeling of oneness
among the people. But the thing to be remembered
is that these records were meant for the public.
Which might to have some reputation in the society
and to suggest social norms which should be
followed by people. Some of them indicate some
architectural terms which can correspond to the
knowledge about architecture among the educated
group or the monks. To be noticed is the repair
work as a kind of donation in this time period of
few centuries. These inscriptions suggest a good
range of professions which must have existed in the
society and merchant, traders as dominant donors.
WOMEN AS DONORS

Inscription from cave no. 4, it records The Stupa
of the Thera, the reverend Dhammapala as the
meritorious gift of sivapalitanika, the wife of the
goldsmith Dhamanaka. Inscription on the right
hand side-wall outside the verandah cave no.22
records the meritorious gift by a nun (Pavajita) not
clear and the disciple of revered Bhadanta
Sangha.!® Inscription on the right hand side-wall,
outside the verandah cave no. 64. records the gift
of a cave and a cistern by the daughter of Samaka.
These inscriptions indicate something about the
nature of the authority who executed the actual
cutting of the caves. The actual process of rock-
cutting may have involved the active participation
of perhaps the state which accorded legal sanction,
the monks who may have supervised the work and
specified the religious requirements and the artisans,
some of whom may have been lay followers.
Inscription referring to the building of a caitya
supervised and executed by monks (pavajita) who
are mentioned as navakamika and uprakhita
(overseers) the monks refered to in this inscription
may have been professional architects before
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joining the sangha.l® Different people donated
different portions of a cave when the cave itself
provides evidence of a unified plan.

The inscription over a cistern on the right hand
of entrance of the cave no. 54, it says A cave and a
water cistern have been excavated for the
community of ascetics from the four quarters, as
the meritorious gift of the female ascetic, the theri
Ponakisana, the pupil of the thera, the reverend
Ghoca, she being associated with her sister and
brothers who entered into monkhood for the benefit
of her parents. A perpetual endowment has been
given to the community of minks, viz. two hundred
karsapanas. Out of interest one sixteenth shares
shall be given for clothes and the value of one
karsapana each month in the right season the grant
was made for the welfare and happiness of the
whole world. Inscription on the right hand side-
wall, outside the verandah cave no. 66. It says that
on a date Nagamulanika daughter of the great king
and daughter of the Mahabhoji, wife of the
Maharathi, mother of Khandanagasataka and sister
of Mahabhoja Ahija Dhenasena excavated a cave
as a meritorious gift for the community of ascetics
for the benefit of her parents. Inscription on the
left hand side-wall, outside the verandah cave no.74
records the gift of the second room attached to the
larger one by the wife of the donor mentioned in
the preceding inscription which is on the right hand
side-wall, outside the verandah cave. Inscription
on the back wall of the recess over a tank on the
right-hand side of the entrance of cave no.93
records gift of a cistern by Pavajita Jamadevika,
daughter of Sivatana. Inscription of three lines on
the back wall of the recess over the tank near cave
n0.98 records a gift of a cave and a cistern on the
hill of Ksrna by Damila, Bhojiki of the Konkan
(Aparanta), and inhabitant of Kalyan. The husband
of Damila was Bhojaka, the ruler of Konkan.
Inscription of one line on the wall of the verandah
of the cave and above a small grated window
records a meritorious gift of the female ascetic
Damila, an inhabitant of kalian. Their language is
Prakrit and belongs to second-third century A.D.

Inscription on the right hand side-wall, outside
the verandah cave no. 65. it records the meritorious
gift of a cave and a cistern for the community of
ascetics of Aparasaila from the four quarters of the
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horizon for the benefit of her parents and for the
welfare and happiness of all living beings by a
female ascetic Sapa, the daughter of the lay-
worshipper and inhabitant of Dhenukakata,
Kulapiya, Dhamanaka (dharma), and the pupil of
the thera, the reverend Bodhika with her sister
Ratinika and with the whole number of relations
and connections. And a permanent endowment has
been given to the community of ascetics and out
of interest share of sixteen shall be given to the
community of ascetics for clothes. Its language is
Prakrit and belongs to second century A.D.20

Inscription outside the verandah over a cistern
consisting of ten lines records a meritorious
donation of cave to the Chatudisa Bhikhusarmhgha,
cistern and a tank for bath, for the welfare of the
family member by Lavanika the wife of upasaka
sethi Achala, merchant son of Nandana, a
householder, an inhabitant of Kalyan. An
endowment of 300 karsapanas to ‘Abalika’ to
defray the cost of clothes of monks for the benefit
of all was made by her. In the cluster of western
Indian caves, Kanheri inscriptions have recorded
the names of caves. It belongs to the later phase of
the 2nd century A.D. and the beginning of 3rd
century A.D. and is in Prakrit language.
MONKS AND TEACHERS AS DONORS

On the basis of Buddhist vinaya texts Schopen
says that the monks had their role in ceremonies
like funeral and that the Buddhist monks were
active donors to their own monastic community.
Legitimately breaking the rain-retreat during which
the monk was strictly forbidden to travel for their
presence in some occasions like funeral, marriage,
and birth. In these cases monks cannot be recipients
and their presence must have been sought and
allowed for other reasons. The obligations
specified in the pali vinaya for the monks related
to their participation in the ceremonies have been
brought to light. The text assumes that monks and
nuns can and do act as major donors. it is not
known if monks actually participated in domestic
rituals but only this that vinayas assumed they did
and they should but that monks and nuns acted as
donors is certain.?!

An Inscription in cave no. 3 is under a standing
figure of Buddha and records image of Bhagavat
Buddha as a meritorious gift by ascetic sakya
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Buddhaghosa, the guardian of the great Gandhakuti
and disciple of dharmmavatsa, a teacher of the three
pimakas and a follower of the religion off the divine
Buddha. Inscription under another sitting figure of
Buddha in cave no.3 records it as the meritorious
gift of the Sakya monk Dharmagupta. Special
mention of Sakya clan is there. Nine lined
inscription on the right side of the standing Buddha
which is sculptured inside the small chamber to
the left side of the entrance of the cave no3 record
it as a meritorious gift of the teacher Buddharaksita.
It reads ‘‘may all living beings become the
Buddhas’’. Similar expression occurs in the Ajanta
inscriptions. Their language is Sanskrit and belongs
to fifth century A.D. (52) The inscription of two
lines on the back of a bench on the north side of
the nulla opposite cave no.7 records it as the
meritorious gift of bhayanta Sama. Its language is
Prakrit and belongs to second century A.D.

Inscription on the left hand side-wall of the
porch of cave no.39 records a meritorious gift of a
cave donated by the ascetic Ananda the brother of
the teacher, the reverend Vira for the community
of ascetics. A permanent endowment has been
given out of interest 20 karsapanas given for the
clothes to be given to the monks. Its language is
Prakrit and belongs to third century A.D. (81)

These inscriptions shows that even monks and
teachers were there as donors showing that they
must have had some property to be donated. They
reflect the images or sculptures of Buddha as the
objects of donation. Again the specification of clan
shows a structured society in which Sakya clan must
have been dominant or prestigious.

The reason behind all these donations has been
patronage. The word patronage means the support
especially financial that is given to a person or an
organization by a patron. It is usually restricted to
the relationship between the patron and the recipient
of patronage. But the relationship created through
the act of patronage varies according to the form
of patronage. The patron, the artist and the object
are pointers and are deeply interlinked. Since the
exchange is between economically unequal
sections of the society, the recipient is often
regarded as subservient to the patron since the
former is dependent for his livelihood on the latter.
As we have seen the act of patronage was initially
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an exchange but over time its categories and
persons involved, the intentions and even objects
changed. Thapar categorizes patronage into four
significant forms the first three early-medieval while
the fourth is the modern concept. Community
patronage in the early period took the form of dana
given by a group people who came together
primarily because of common and closely defined
religious identity and a more loosely defined social
identity. Donations came substantially from artisans,
guilds of craftsmen, traders, monks and nuns, small
scale landowners and, from royalty and families in
high political and administrative office. In this form
of patronage sometimes a craftsmen who actually
work on the object of patronage are themselves
the patrons for instance ivory carvers donating
objects carved by them. Artisans as patrons indicate
social mobilization in a period of social change with
possibilities of upward mobility.22 The
establishment of artisan guilds or srenis becomes a
noticeable feature of urban life from the Mauryan
period onwards.

There emerged a pattern of the local commerce
in the early medieval India and the exchange
centres served as source of patronage. The
inscriptions are concerned with specifying levies
imposed by authorities on various heads, including
items manufactured or exchanged at a locality. The
levies were acts of patronage.?3 Chattopadhaya says
that there must have existed old settlements areas
and centers of merchant activities in which the
merchants as a significant social groups are seen
as undertaking works of religious benefactions and
composed prasastis in honor of their family and
caste. Thus merchant community produced not only
generals and administrators but also great patrons
and promoters of learning and literature which is
evident by the inscriptions recording donation for
the purchase of books.

In the last inscription Gokhale says that it seems
that Aparenu named his son after his father’s name.
The custom of naming a woman after a place-name
is evident here. Such inscriptions tell us about the
Buddhist religion, how it existed at that point of
time but we leave it for future to be discussed. Thus
inscriptions tell us about the society, their great
attachment to the religion, about tribes and clans
existed etc. About patronage patterns it can be said
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that in the time interval of 1st century A.D.to 6-7th
century A.D. it was not the royal patronage which
was responsible of these donations but certain
communities and lay-people.

Tradition of dana has also not been unaffected
by the varna-restrictions for instance it is specified
in Buddhist text that monk should cover his bowl
on seeing an outcaste, thus even the heterodox
sects could not remain totally indifferent to them.2*
But it is not all heterodox orders could remain so
completely immune to the notion of impurity
attached to food since there is an instance of
receiving food from people suffering from
contagious disease. Vijay Nath points out the gift-
making institution to some extent tended to cut
across the varna basis of society by promoting
economic class stratification.

So by the above discussion we come to know
that there might be four kinds of Dana forms existed
in the early historic and early medieval period. One
is the category of dana which is the giving material
in the fire, other is the purta category of dana which
is giving of the things like caves, parks, pillars etc.
Third is the gift of the body which may refer to the
physical giving of the body, taking bodily pains
like the tyaga of the external material sources while
the last one is the gift of Dharma or the teachings.
The above discussion on this tradition of Dana
reflects that the practice which was there in ancient
times changes over a period of time to early historic
and early medieval times. It’s all the three
components undertook changes with time and the
changes in material culture. As donation of land
and money to Buddhist monasteries are dated from
the first century A.D. onwards, we feel that any
direct participation of monks in trade in the Western
Deccan may have been a later development.?’
Hence Kanheri inscriptions being a part of the
Western Deccan inscriptions show an adherence
to occupation groupings rather than a division
based on the varna system.

Texts talk about the four-fold caste structure.
Rigid varna conditions are nowhere reflected in the
Jatakas which indicate a flexible varna structure.
Varna divisions were never the functioning groups
of the social order, the principal groups of social
interaction being families, lineages, clans and jatis
but in inscriptions a majority of donors mention
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only their occupations and professions together
with their place of residence. A majority of donors
stress only on their occupations and represent a
largecross-section of the society. The prosperity of
the donors can be judged from the gifts which
included caves, paths, cisterns and a catiya. The
majority of names suggest Buddhist affiliations,
with very few traditional Saivite and Vaishnava
names. The name Damila occurring in Kanheri
inscriptions has been used in Mahavamsa and the
Jatakas for the Tamils.2é An analysis of the list of
donors can give an idea of their financial status.
An increase in opportunities led to the prosperity
of several occupational groups as is evident from
the gift items. Unlike other donors of the Western
Deccan, the yavanas do not mention their
occupations. It has been suggested that a reference
to their occupation may have been considered
unnecessary as they were probably exclusive

traders.2” A combination of occupations perhaps
occurs in the inscriptions of the Western Deccan.
Several epigraph mention donations by negama
gahapatis and gahapati sathavaha. B.D.
Chattopadhya talks of the inscriptions recording
investments of money in guilds, the interest to be
paid to the sangha but they provide no information
on the rate of duties levied by the state on merchants
or the revenue obtained by taxing traders, but we
don’t find references of guilds at Kanheri. Donation
by monks and one monk being specified in the
inscriptions and dana by some monks and teachers
not all of them signifies some kind of hierarchy in
the monasteries.
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Introduction

Education is a key pillar for the growth and
development because of the essence of positive
externalities embedded in it for the society as well as
for the country as a whole. It is a factor responsible
for the prosperity and wellbeing through contribution
in the GDP (Gross Domestic Product) and HDI
(Human Development Index too. As per the reports
of UNDP (United National Development
Programmes) on gender inequality, India stands at
112" rank out of 153 countries, in global ranking,
which is a point of discussion. In India the gender
disparity isa major cause of concern for educational
inequalities. Through major policy interventions like
(BBBP) Beti Bachao Beti Padhao movement,
(MDM) Mid-day meal scheme, (SSA) Sarva Siksha
Abhiyan and universal free education through RTE
2009 (Right to education), No detention policy,
functional toilet facilities for girls under the scheme of
(SBM) Swachh Bharat Mission government has tried
toincrease girl child enrolment in schools recent years.
GER (Gross enrolment ratio) of girl child has goes up
with 103% at primary level 90% at upper primary
level 77.8% at secondary but at higher secondary
school stands at52.5% only as per the reports of
UDISE+ 2019-20 (Business Standard, 2021). The
enrolment at the higher secondary schools is vital
because it connects the link to promote the girls
enrolment at higher education. Once women are
educated it will be a dream of freedom for all in the
course of development because of the multiplier effect
of girl’seducation in all directions and dimensions of
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Status of Gross Enrolment
Ratio of Girl Child in Higher

Secondary Schools across
India

economy to empowerment. The women education
will annihilate the poverty, eradicate child marriage,
dowry cost, and control the family size, increase the
health of society for all (Porter, 2016). Women
education is not a matter of discussion for a nation or
two but a worldwide concern for all. As it is
highlighted in the United Nation SDGs 2030 goal no
4 &5 i.e. Gender Equality and Quality Education.
These two goals lays more emphasis on girl child
enrolment and women empowerment, as they are the
most vulnerable but main pillar of development in
society at large.

Literature Review

The educationist and economist have written more
aboutthe cause and concern for low enrolment ratio
at of Girl child. Here, some of the readings which is
referred to make more clear understanding and
knowledge to figure out the problems and the findings
through empirical analysis.

(Colin Brock & Nandine Cammish, 1997)
The author in his study‘Factors affecting female
participation in education in seven developing
countries’ has highlighted the factors which are
responsible for lower participation of female in
education are the geographical factors (migration,
transportation, rural-urban dichotomy and etc.),
Socio-cultural factors (lower female literacy rate,
household obligations, dowry cost), Health factors
(female infanticide,high infant mortality rate, high
maternal mortality rate) Economical factors (financial
dependence, Poverty and Hunger), Political factors
(lower participation of women in policy making and
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decision making process at all the three levels of
government specially at the local govt.)

(Balbir Kumar, 2013) The author in his study
‘Girls Education at School level in India:
Opportunities and Challenges’ focused upon the
improvement of gross enrolment ratio through female
teacher’s participation and infrastructure development
inthe schools. Basically focused upon health, hygiene
and sanitation, transportation facility will propel the
parents to let their children attend the school. And it
can be a changing agent to promote girl child
enrolment. The sense of belongingness from a female
teacher is always higher than male teacher. The
additive measure to the findings is to promote female
teacher deployment rural and remote areas through
incentives schemes.

(Geetha Rani, 2014) The author in “Equity in
the distribution of government subsidies on
education in India’ focused upon the Educational
inequalities that is measured through financial aspect.
The unequal distribution of funds at different levels of
schools (Elementary, Secondary and higher
secondary) is a major factor in dropouts at higher
secondary schools. As author clearly demarcated the
difference between the universal excess of education
schemes i.e. assured through RTE (Right to
education) i.e. free education at primary level. The
elementary education covers under freebies and is
pro poor which resulted in increased in GER but the
same is not applicable in the secondary or higher
schools which resulted in dropouts and low GER at
higher level.

(Ramesh Pandita, 2015) The author in the
study‘ Enrolment & Dropout Percentage among
Boys & Girls up to Secondary Level in India: A
Comparative Study’ reflected comparative study
about the GER and dropout between boys and girls.
The study reveals that the rate of enrolment of girl
child is increased two fold higher than the boys but
the transition rate of girl child is lower than boys. The
study further explained the problem is of the of child
dropout percentage increases with each higher class
and this is because of several reasons inclined by the
exercise of repeating a class. The student found it
totally discouraging to repeat a class again and again
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and ultimately result in dropout. The other reason for
this cause is the early marriage, care of the siblings
and other household obligations tends to push them
to quit schools.

(Sahoo and Sanjukta, 2016) In this literature
‘Girls’ Education in India: Status and Challenges’
the author focused on the major policy intervention
through the government at all level to tackle this low
GER and high dropouts along with the interventions
of the civil society and NGOs because the rural urban
divide also leads to lack of awareness about the
scheme that will motivate the parents as well as the
children to go to school.

(Adekoya Adengua Fabian, 2018) The study
‘Participation in Teaching Affects Enrollment of
Female Students in Secondary Schools in Nigeria?
“basically highlights the role of female teachers in
developing country in the higher school that further
reveals that female teachers participation and gross
enrolment ratio in Nigeria shows 5% level of
significance value. It additionally, emphasized upon
the accommodation of female teacher in the school
system will result in decrease in dropout rate and
increase GER and also reduce the reduce gender
inequality.

(Business Standard, 2021) This news article
‘Gross enrolment ratio of girls in schools improved
from 2014 to 2018: WCD’ published a report on
increase in the gross enrolment ratio from 77.45in
year 2014-15 to 81.32 in the year 2018-19. With
increase in 8 points in sex ratio at birth (SRB) from
918 to 934 through aspirational scheme of govt. of
India i.e. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao movement
(BBBP).

Research Question

» What are the factors that affect gross enrolment
ratio (GER) of Girl child in higher secondary schools
inIndia?

Research Hypothesis

* H,: Sexratio (from 7 yrs and above), Number
of high schools and Dropouts rate doesn’t have
effect on GER of girl child in Higher secondary
schools.

» H,:Sexratio (from 7 yrs and above), Number
of high schools and Dropouts rate does have effect
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on GER of girl child in Higher secondary schools.
Methodology and Data Sources
(a) Types and Sources
The study rely on secondary source for data
analysis of GER (gross enrolment ratio) of girl child,
Number of higher sec. schools and dropouts rate
which are collected from UDISE+ 2019-20 (unified
district information system for education plus) from
the website of Department of School Education &
Literacy, Ministry of Education. The data for sex
ratio of the population from 7years of age and above
is collected from the Census 2011, published by office
of registrar general of India, Ministry of home affairs.
The study utilized the cross sectional, state wise 2019-
20 data for allthe 35 states and union territories. The
study doesn’t consider the data for a state (Telangana)
and a UT (Ladakh) due to data insufficiency.
(b) Dependent Variable
This study comprised of GER (Gross enrolment
ratio) of the girl child in higher secondary schools as
a dependent variable. The age cohort that has been
taken for calculating the GER in this study isof 17 -
19 years of age across 35 states and UTs for the
year 2019-2020. GER is mathematically calculated
is defined below.
The number of Students enrolled in a given
GER= level of education regardless of age
Population of the age group (15-17 yrs)
to the given level of education
(c) Explanatory variable
The study have three explanatory variable which
will explain the cause for the low enrolment in the
higher secondary schools, which are Sex ratio of the
population from 7yrs & above, number of higher
secondary schools and dropout rate. Further it is
explained the different explanatory variable through
mathematical formula is given below:
* Sexratio is defined as the ratio between number
of male and female in the population.
Sex ratio can be explained mathematically
as:-

x 100

Number of females at 7 yrs and above
1000 male of that age group
» Dropoutrate is defined as proportion of children
from a cohort enrolled in at certain level at a given

Sex ratio =
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school who are no longer enrolled at any grade in the
following school year.

Mathematically it can be expressed as:-
Dropout rate = 100 — (promotion rate + repetition rate)

No. of school calculated (in %)

No. of higher sec.

schools (%) = ) )
No. of total higher sec. school in

particular state

- x 100
Total no of schools in that state

(d) Statistical method

The study performed multivariate analysis using
OLS (linear regression model) to achieve the
objective of the study. The Breusch-Pagan test for
heteroscedasticity is also conducted to check whether
there is the existence of heteroscedasticity in the
regression model or not.

Regression equation for cross- section data:-

Y= 0B, X, +B,%,+ Box i
From here the final equation can be derived in
the form of::-

Y= 13.1748 + 0.0549556 X, + 0.492106 X,, -
1.12463 X, + Ui

Where,

Y = GER (Gross enrolment ratio)

o = Constant term

X, = Sex ratio at 7 yrs and above

X, = No. of higher secondary schools
X, = Dropout rate

ui = Error term

Results and Interpretation

With the above equation after running
the regression using econometric tool the study
reveals following results that is highlighted in the table
1.1.
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Table 1.1 Regression result of Y variable on X variable

Coefficient Standard error t-ratio p-value
Constant 13.1748 18.2495 0.7219 0.4758
Sex Ratio 0.054956 0.016414 3.348 0.0021***
Q)
No of high Sec. Schools(%)| 0.492106 0.187251 2.628 0.0132**
(V)
Dropout Rate “1.12463 0.224182 “5.017 2.05e-05 ***
(1V,)

«  From the regression result IV, shows positive relation with DV2with [3, coefficient is (0.0549556)
whose (p- value < 0.01) i.e. 0.0021, which shows the confidence level of 99 % to reject the null
hypothesis. Which shows positive relation with DV that increase in the sex ratio will lead of increase the
gross enrolment ratio of girl child.

« Similarly, inthe case of IV, whose [32 coefficient is (0.492106) and (p-value <0.05) i.e. 0.0132, which
interprets that, the relation between DV and IV is statistically significant with 95 % of level of confidence
and by this it can be said that increase in IV, ( no. of higher secondary schools) is also having positive
relation with GER. This equation tells about the girls enrolment is directly proportional to the no of
schools.

« Interestingly, the regression result for IV, (Dropout) establishes inverse relation with the DV (GER)
whose [33 coefficientis (*1.12463) and (p-value<0.01) i.e. 2.05-e05. Which interprets that the relation
between DV and 1V, is highly statistically significant with 99% confidence level to reject the null hypothesis
and accept the alternate hypothesis. Here the point to be noted, that IV is showing inverse relation with
DV means higher the dropout the lower will be the GER.

«  From the above result the study found that the two independent variables (1V,; &IV, )i.e.sexratio at
7 yrsand above and No. of higher sec. schools have positive impact on the DV i.e. GER (gross enrolment
ratio) whereas, IV (dropout) shows inverse relation with girl child at higher secondary level. The study
observed that, the presence of 99%, 95% and 99% confidence level in the regression result to reject the
null hypothesis is crystal clear.

(a) Goodness of fit
Goodness of fit is tested to check if the sample data fits a distribution from certain population or not

through normal distribution (Stephanie, 2014). The value of should be at least 0.60 = 60% for statistical

acceptance. The study from the above result shows the value of R?is 0.758598 = 75 % and adjusted R?

is0.735237 = 73 % which also greater 60 %, which satisfy the criteriaand is highly accepted. See table 1.2

0.758598
0.735237

R-squared

Adjusted R-squared

Table 1.2 Value of R? and adjusted R?

(b) Breusch-Pagan test for heteroscedasticity
Itisatest to check the linear regression model and to find out the error term is normally distributed or not.
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It also identifies the variance of error from a regression is dependent on the independent values. From the

below result the study clears about there is no heteroscedasticity is present with p-value is 0.792002
Result

Null hypothesis: heteroscedasticity not present
Test statistic: LM =1.03823
With p-value = P (Chi-square (3) >1.03823) =0.792002
* Inthe above test, the study is accepting the null hypothesis as p value is 0.792002 i.e. greater than the
threshold. Hence, the variance of the error term is constant so there is no heteroscedasticity.
(c) Test for collinearity
Variance Inflation Factor
Minimum possible value=1.0
Values > 10.0 may indicate a collinearity problem

Variables VIF

Sex_ratio_from_7yrs__above 1.231

High school 1.781

Dropouts 1.723

Mean VIF 1.58
Table 1.3

» Fromthe above table 1.3, it can be well interpreted that the minimum value is > 1 but <than 10. Hence,
there is no collinearity.

(d) Graphs
With the help of econometric tool GRETL and Microsoft excel different graphs have been plotted for the
different states and union territories that is mentioned below for different variables.

Figno 1.2 Residual Graph

Regression residuals (= observed - fitted GER)

residual

GER

176 A gte o SIS 2024 Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal « ISSN : 2456-0898



| actual = predicted

GER

predicted GER

Fig no 1.2Actual vs Predicted (GER)
 The fig 1.2 portray actual values are closer to the predicted line hence the model expresses a good fit.
* The following figures explain about the trends of different variables such as GER, Sex ratio, no of
schools and dropouts across the Indian states in the year 2019-20. The following graph is expressing the
lowest to the highest value.

GER of girl child
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* The above figure 1.3 express the GER of girl child across India in which we can see the trend of GER
in which Daman and Diu has the lowest GER which is 26.1% in the union territories but when we look the
states like Assam 30.4% and Bihar 30.6% the they are hovering around nearly 30% which are apparently
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lower than the average rate of GER i.e. 52.1%. The reason being the several lacuna in the infrastructure and
funds allocation at the higher education is factor which is curtailing down the GER of girl child. Whereas, the
states like Himachal Pradesh 80.1% and Kerala 79.1% are the best performing states the better accessibility
to the education is a clear factor for the high enrolment in these areas.

Sex ratio from 7yrs & above
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» The Fig 1.4 depicts the clear picture for sex ratio above 7 yrs. of age and above. The lowest sex ratio
inthe UT like Daman and Diu is 589 while talking about some of the states like Sikkim 883 and Haryana 885.
Whereas, the average sex ratio in India according to the census 2011 is 930.62. the best performing state is
Kerala with 1099 sex ratio as with report of DISE 2019-20 is it clearly highlighted that increase in the sex
ratio of the girl child will also lead to the increase in GER of girl child.

Higher Sec. Schools (%)

Fig 1.5

Source: http://
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« The role of school is an obvious factor in increasing the GER of girl child as the higher no of schools is
available in the area will lead to pull more children to into the school because the transportation facilities
would become easier, the safety and security of the girl child will be taken into consideration. So as the graph
clearly express the no of school in various region across India like Meghalaya is the state having the lowest no
of higher secondary schools i.e. 2.46% of total schools in the state. Whereas, the average no of higher
secondary schools across India is 12.4% and highest no of schools are available in Chandigarh with 42.36%.

Dropouts Rate
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» The above fig 1.6 explicit the trends of dropouts across Indian states that can be clearly understood
with above figure, Punjab has the lowest dropout of 1.6% followed by Chandigarh with 4.7%. Whereas, the
highest dropout relies with the state, Arunachal Pradesh 34.3%. The average dropout rate across Indian
state and UTs is 16.21 %. It is a point of contemplation to curtail down the dropout as it is clearly highlighted
three reasons for dropouts are poverty, accessibility and affordability. The states having higher dropout must
have to look upon these aspects to curtail down the effect of lower enrolment.

Conclusion

From the above discussion and observation | came to conclude that with several interventions and policy
implementation the GER is still oscillating around 50%. The government has to propel some of initiatives to
burden down dropout rates and support the girl child education at higher levels. The study has highlighted the
impact of RTE has served the GER beyond 100%. So there is a need to implement something parallel to that
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at higher level. The paper has highlighted many of
limitations that are becoming impediment in achieving
higher enrolment rate in the higher schools, it’s a matter
of concern because enrolment in the higher education
iseven low too and is somehow a way through linked
with higher secondary school education. The study
has highlighted several other the factors responsible

to curtail down the dropout rate that must be

inculcated with major reforms at the policy
formulations.

Centre for Economic Studies and Planning,

School of Social Sciences,

Jawaharlal Nehru University,

New Delhi, 110067
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Abstract:

In the current political and monetary climate,
occupations are at the focal point of political
discussions in both created and creating economies.
There are numerous assumptions that little endeavors
can make new positions, albeit ongoing examinations
propose that little ventures offer more to the work
share in low-pay economies than in big time salary
nations (Ayyagari, Demirgii¢-Kunt, and Maksimovic
2012). Worldwide advancement offices need to
advance and fund little undertakings while the G-20
is likewise dedicated to further developing admittance
to back for private ventures in non-industrial nations.
Implanted in these endeavors is the suspicion that
admittance to fund is a critical limitation to private
venture development. In this Focus Note, we look at
the experience and job of microfinance organizations
(MFIs) inserving little endeavors. We beginning with
an outline of little endeavors and their monetary
necessities, recommending that they require something
beyond credits. We then, at that point, break down
the current and likely job of MFIs in serving this
market. Add-on 2 gives an amalgamation of a writing
audit on the commitment of independent ventures to
work creation and monetary development.

Key Words :SME, Microfinance Institutions,
Economic Development, Entrepreneurship,
Challenges
Introduction

For more than 30 years microfinance has been
portrayed as a key policy and programme intervention
for poverty reduction and ‘bottom-up’ local economic
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Empowering Growth : The
Impact of Microfinance on
Small and Medium
Enterprises

and social development. Microfinance (more
accurately microcredit, but in practice the terms are
interchangeable) is the provision of tiny loans to the
poor to help them establish or expand an income-
generating activity, and thereby escape from poverty.

The microfinance movement began with the work
of Dr Muhammad Yunus in Bangladesh in the late
1970s, spreading rapidly to other developing
countries. Most early microfinance institutions (MFIs),
including Yunus’s own iconic Grameen Bank, relied
on funding from government and international donors,
justified by MFI claims that they were reducing
poverty, unemployment and deprivation.

In the 1980s, however, the expanding
microfinance model operated in a transformed
political and ideological environment. Market
principles were in the ascendant, with growing
emphasis on financial sustainability and the need to
wean microfinance programmes off long-term donor
support. It was felt that the poor should pay the full
cost of any support received, rather than impose an
additional tax burden on others.

This led to a push for MFIs to cover their own
costs through greater commercialisation, private
ownership and profit-driven incentives with market-
based interest rates. It was thought that market forces
and profits would ensure financial self-sustainability,
generating a cost-free increase in the supply of
microfinance to the poor.

To some extent this proved correct, with some
MFIs making profits without subsidies. By the early
2000s, a number of developing countries —such as
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Bangladesh — had achieved the microfinance
movement’s ‘holy grail’: virtually every poor person
had easy access to a microloan if they wanted one.
Table 1 ranks the most microfinance-friendly countries
in terms of microfinance penetration.

With so many of the poor now able to establish
or expand simple income-generating projects, there
were hopes that poor communities the world over
would soon escape poverty on an unprecedented
scale.

From small efforts of starting informal self-help
groups (SHG) to access the much-needed savings
and credit services in the early 1980s, the microfinance
sector has grown significantly today. The fact that
national bodies like Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) and National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) are
devoting significant time, energy and financial
resources on microfinance is an indication of the
reckoning of the sector. The strength of the
microfinance organizations (MFOs) in Indiais in the
diversity of approaches and forms that have evolved
over a period of time. While India has its home-grown
model of SHGs, and mutually aided co- operative
societies (MACS) there is significant learning from
other microfinance experiments across the world,
particularly Bangladesh, Indonesia, Thailand and
Bolivia.

Microfinance penetration

Global
ranking

Borrower accounts/
population

Country

Bangladesh

Andhra Pradesh State, India)

2 Bosnia and Herzegovina

3 Mongolia

4 Cambodia 3%

5 MNicaragua

6 SriLanka 10%

Montenegm 10%

8 Viet Nam 10%

] Peru 10%

Armenia 9%

Bolivia 9%

Thailand B%

13 India T

14 Paraguay 6%

El Salvador 6%
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The fact that microfinance has grown in several
forms, and has drawn lessons from several
experiments, takes us back to basics. What does
microfinance actually mean? It appears that what
microfinance means is very well understood, but not
clearly articulated. There are some definitions of
microfinance offered in past literature. Robinson
(2001) for instance says “microfinance refers to small-
scale financial services — primarily credit and savings
— provided to people who farm, fish or herd.”
However, she later admits that the definitions could
be narrower and more focused, depending on the
typology of lending. She however maintains that it
would be good to keep the definition to “refer to all
types of financial services provided to low-income
households and enterprises.”

In India, for instance, if a SHG gives a loan for
kick-starting an economic activity, it is immediately
seen as microfinance. But if acommercial bank does
asimilar loan on similar terms for the same person, as
a part of its overall portfolio, this will not be
immediately recognised as microfinance. This helps
us to define microfinance in softer terms.

Objectives of the Study

To achieve these purposes the specific objectives
of this study are to:

1 Identify the core business activities and auxiliary
services rendered by microfinance institutions to
small businesses

2 Examine the effects of the services on the growth
of Small Businesses

3 Examine how effective the SBs utilise and
manage MFI services for their business
growth.

4 ldentify the challenges faced by both MFIs and
SBs in dealing with one another.

Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework presents the key
factors or variables and the presumed relationships
among the variables of small businesses. To ease
understanding of this research, it is important to be
familiarized with the forecast/prospects of small
businesses used.

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal « ISSN : 2456-0898



The Prospescts of Shall Butrsttes

PROSPECTS OF SBs AND MFls

) SNALL BUSINEAS |

L

the poor and SBs in their immediate
environment to help promote individuals and
economic growth through market-driven
business creativities (Khavul 2010).

Effects analysis

. J l
L KV TSN WUSINEAS AN

FINANCLAL MEsSIOs

| The effects analysis dealt with the

v )
[ntmnun | ASRET |
BENT [CR

assessment of changes that small businesses
clients had experienced in their businesses

—

CLMTOMER CAFITAL
A TR A TR EnWTH

¥ . r

since they started benefiting from the credit
schemes and other services of MFIs and

1
—— [“n-m-nluurtuE

CREDEY RALCLLNY |
LR R R ETNY |

to further examine the extent to which these

SANCEE PN AT |

1 smnvimns

| changes in their businesses have affected
other aspects of their social mission in life.
Impact assessment is important in that it

Literature Review
Small Businesses

Small Businesses (SBs) in this study refers to firms
managed mainly by their owners, have relatively small
capital base, limited by sales and assets value, have
comparatively small market share, operates in locally
and well specialized niches and is more independent
from outside controls and pressure. The National
Board for Small Scale Industries (NBSSI 2004) in
Ghana classical definition which applies both the “fixed
asset and number of employees” criteria in defining
small businesses was used for this study. The NBSSI
defines a small business as a firm with not more than
nine workers, and has plantand machinery (excluding
land, buildings and vehicles) not exceeding ten million
Ghanaian cedes. However this study limited small
business to firms with not more than nine workers,
and has plantand machinery (excluding land, buildings
and vehicles) not exceeding one million Ghanaian cedis
to make it more centered on small businesses.
Microfinance institutions

Microfinance is a universal term that refers to the
delivery of extensive variety of services including
deposits, loans, payment services, money transfers
and insurance to poor and low-income households
to grow their small enterprises to help develop the
individuals (Khawari 2004). Microfinance institutions
for the purpose of this study, was limited to semi-
formal financial institutions which are set up by private
individuals as a business entity to deal directly with
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assists the microfinance institutions and SBs
to remain true to their intended mission of work
(Johnson & Rogaly 1997).

Needs of small businesses are diverse

Financial needs of small businesses are diverse
and context specific. Thus, generalizing the results of
the few market studies available is risky, but some
patterns seem to be emerging regarding small business
needs.

In the early stages of the business life cycle, small
firms in developing countries often depend on informal
sources of funding and have basic needs, such as
managing cash flow through short- term loans and
basic savings accounts. A FinScope pilot study in
South Africa showed that most very small businesses
need a short-term line of credit to weather brief
(sometimes overnight) cash flow gaps (Bankable
Frontier Associates 2009). The need for a savings
buffer can be even more acute, because income is
often irregular while business partners can be
unreliable. As very small businesses grow, their needs
extend beyond short-term lending and savings into
other financial products, such as long-term debt,
current accounts, transfers, and payments. For
example, long-term debt finance is one of the most
commonly cited needs of small enterprises (CGAP
2011, IFC 2010), but evidence from banks lending
to small businesses suggests that long-term lending is
often offered as a way to cross-sell other fee-based
products and services, including payments and savings
(de la Torre, MartinezPeria, and Schmukler 2010).
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Small businesses also have many nonfinancial
needs that are often unmet. For example, in the 2006
2009 World Bank enterprise survey, small enterprises
in developing countries cited the lack of electricity as
a bigger obstacle than lack of finance. Other key
barriers include inappropriate regulations, taxes, and
corruption.

MFI reasons to serve small businesses

Business growth opportunites [ o
Following mix rockents over time [N - O
Increased competition for microckients NN 373
Higher profitabiity NN 5%
Disbursement targets/pressure R 21%
Incentives from funders - 17%
Incentives from governments [ 15%
0%  20%

40% 60% 80% 100%

How Do MFIs Meet the Needs of Small
Enterprises?

Many financial service providers serve small
enterprises in developing countries, including
commercial banks, cooperatives, MFIs, and others.
These providers have different capacities and
motivations, and target different specific sub segments
within the small business landscape. Larger financial
service providers, including commercial banks that
want to serve small businesses, tend to focus on firms
that are larger and formal. On the other hand, MFIs
usually focus on enterprises that are smaller and often
informal. Of the 300 MFIs surveyed, 78 percent
reported that small enterprise is already part of their
strategy, and almost 70 percent expect to increase
their small business portfolio. Most MFIs are looking
at small enterprise segments because they offer
additional business growth opportunities. Another
motivation is the MFIs’ desire to continue serving a
small number of growing micro clients (often their best
clients).

By region, East Asia and Pacific (EAP), Latin
Americaand the Caribbean (LAC), and sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA) have the most MFIs whose small
business portfolios are increasing (see Figure 3). By
contrast, the small business portfolios of MFIs in
Europe and Central Asia (ECA) and South Asia (SA)
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seem to be more stable (CGAP 2011). The extent to
which the portfolio increase in MFI small business is
due to attracting new clients, as opposed to
accompanying current clients over time, needs further
exploration.
MFIs’ challenges in serving small business

Moving from the micro market into the small
business market requires different staff capacities,
management systems, and risk assessment tools.
Lack of appropriate risk assessment
methodologies

Most of the surveyed MFIs report the lack of
adequate risk assessment methods as the main
challenge to serving small businesses. Many institutions
(51percent) do not have separate methodologies for
micro and small enterprise risk assessment. Most of
these institutions use their existing microfinance risk
assessment tools for small business clients despite the
fact that a different level of client analysis, including
financial analysis, might be required. The lack of
appropriate mechanisms to manage risks seems to
have important implications for MFIs that are trying
to expand to small business markets. Several MFIs
noted that their portfolio at risk (PAR) greater than
30 days tends to be higher for small business than for
microenterprises. Within the MFI spectrum, those
MFiIs that are set up as banks seem to be better
equipped in terms of risk methodologies as compared
to nongovernment organization (NGO) MFIs.

Recent research on banks that have a small
business portfolio shows that those that are high
performers in terms of returns on assets (ROA)
conduct additional “validation” checks for small
businesses with weak financial records. They
underwrite on average seven times faster than low
performers and allocate more time to monitoring the
small business portfolio (Small Business Banking
Network forthcoming).
* Inadequate MFI products
* Lackofaspecialized department and staff
* Weak portfolio management and data

analysis

Challenges Faced by Small Businesses in
Dealing with Microfinance Institutions (MFIs)

The finding revealed that, most of the respondents
were forced to save in order to secure loan to meet
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the needs of their businesses. Moreover, the result
further shows that, the loan most respondents secured
from MFIs was between GHC600.00 to
GHC1,000.00 which was not adequate to meet the
capital requirements of running of running small
businesses in Ghana since the credit to be granted
depended on the amount of savings. The low amount
offered as credit also indicates that most MFIs are
now operating the start-up and scale-up stages and
had not reached the sustainable stage where adequate
capital had been accumulated to offer higher amount
as credit at low interest rate as well as provision of
insurance packages to clients. The finding also shows
that, most of the respondents pay their microfinance
loans on daily and weekly basis at average interest
rate of 50%-60% per the short period given which
was too high to use such und to run a small business.
Hence most respondents had been denied of
microfinance loan because of delays or default in
paying previous loans, The use of savings to determine
loans to be granted to small businesses also threw
challenge to SBs in ascertaining adequate capital to
operate their businesses. Small savings base with no
additional collateral security to pledge denies SBs
from obtaining higher amount of loans. The
respondents were not also allowed to withdraw their
savings to support their working capital since it served
as guarantee for the loan. However no significant
interest was earned on such savings.

On respondents views on the challenges SBs
faced in repayment of loans and their effect on the
growth of their small businesses; Short duration for
repayment in the form of daily or weekly instalment,
high interest rate, demand of collateral for high
amounts, and denial of auxiliary services were
problems of loan repayment and have also affected
the growth of their small businesses. It was again
identified that some of the MFIs are now shifting their
attention from supporting small businesses to granting
loans to formally employed individuals with guaranteed
monthly salaries instead of increasing the value of loans
to the small businesses due to SBs frequent default in
repayment. This is likely to affect SBs chances of
securing loans from MFlIs to support their businesses
inthe long run.

The study finally discovered that many of the
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microfinance institutions are now shifting their attention
from doing business with small businesses to doing
business with civil servants who earn monthly salaries
since their ability to repay the credit on time is
guaranteed to achieve the objective of being well by
favouring others.

Serving Small Enterprises: What’s next for
MFIs?

The track record of MFIs serving small businesses
is mixed, and providers should not add this new
segment to their micro business without acquiring new
data, capacity, and tools. MFIs are increasingly
interested and aware of the need to improve their
capacity to serve the small business market. Also,
many networks and funders, private and public, are
interested in helping MFIs improve their readiness to
serve small enterprises. For example, CHF
International, acommercial holding and network of
MFiIs is now developing a risk management system
that will monitor MSE portfolio separately; it also
plans to standardize small business appraisal over the
next two years among its affiliates.

The Dutch development finance company (FMO)
and a few other funders are funding pilot projects
that help analyze and improve MFIs’ capacity needs
as they scale up into the small business market. The
role of MFIs will also depend on the context,
including the availability of other service providers.
Analyzing the competitive environment is another
important step that will help identify the MFI’s
competitive advantages and priority market segments.
While competition is minimal in some markets (e.g.,
Jordan, Colombia), other markets (e.g., Bosnia,
Ghana) are highly competitive. In markets where
mainstream commercial banks are active, MFIs find
it difficult to compete on price or other services (CHF
2012).

Despite many challenges, MFIs might bring
important advantages to the small business market.
Compared to commercial mainstream banks, for
example, MFIs may have closer relationships with
their customers, making it easier for them to overcome
the “opaqueness” of small business clients. Another
advantage is that MFIs often have faster lending
procedures and require less collateral than their
competitors. Finally, MFIs can reach customers who
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do not have access to banks or who face serious
obstacles, such as their own informality or high bank
fees. There are some examples of particularly
successful lending to the small business segment. For
example, SME loans are now 53 percent of BRAC
Bank’s portfolio, with more than US$500 million
outstanding at the end of 2011 (Rahman 2012).
Conclusion

To adequately support small enterprises, MFIs
will need to better understand their unique needs and

to tailor financial services and build appropriate
infrastructure to meet them. Successfully serving small
enterprises is a process, not a one-time event so
careful planning is crucial. This will require a
commitment from top management to create a client
centric approach, hire dedicated and knowledgeable
staff, and invest in appropriate technologies.
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ABSTRACT :

Almost 50% of people worldwide experience
menstruation, a normal biological phenomenon.
However, because the menstrual products are made
of non-biodegradable materials like plastic, popular
menstruation items like tampons and disposable
sanitary pads greatly contribute to environmental
deterioration. In addition, problems with affordability,
accessibility, and cultural taboos related to
menstruation can make gender disparity worse,
particularly inunderprivileged and marginalized areas.
The idea of sustainable menstruation has gained
popularity recently as a remedy for these problems.
Reusable menstruation cups, cloth pads, and period
underwear are examples of sustainable menstruation
goods that offer affordable, environmentally
responsible options that also put consumer health and
safety first. The aim of this article is to look at the
effects of environmental friendly menstruation habits
on women’s health and social empowerment.
Evaluating these products’ potential to lessen
environmental waste, enhance women’s health
outcomes, and remove social barriers to menstruation
equity are the main goals.

KEYWORDS:
Sustainable Menstruation, Menstrual products,
period poverty, environmental impact, Menstrual

Equity

INTRODUCTION:
Globally, over 300 million women experience
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Green Menstruation —
A Sustainable Approach to
Menstrual Health

menstruation on a daily basis. According to the World
Bank, 500 million people across the world do not
have access to menstruation supplies or sufficient
facilities for managing menstrual hygiene. An individual
womanduring menstruation may use up to 11,000
disposable tampons or pads in their lifetime, which
is estimated to produce a substantial quantity of
garbage.

Sustainable menstruation refers to the idea of
promoting environmentally sustainable and eco-
friendly menstrual products and practices. The term
“green menstruation” describes the concept of
supporting ecofriendly and sustainably sourced
menstrual goods and activities. Using alternative
products during one’s menstrual cycle for the good
of one’s body and the environment is known as
“sustainable menstruation. “Sustainable/Green
menstruation aims to minimize the amount of plastic
waste that ends up in our landfills and oceans by raising
awareness of the harmful effects disposable hygiene
products have on the environment.

Every year, more than 200,000 tons of garbage
are produced by plastic menstrual items. In India, 242
million people between the ages of 10 and 19 make
up 18% of the population, with 116 million of them
being girls. India has the largest adolescent population
in the world in terms of absolute numbers; it makes
up 17.7% of the global population and 20.1% of all
adolescents worldwide. (NHFS-5)

An essential step in guaranteeing women’s health
security is the Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janausadhi
Pariyojna (PMBJP), which is carried out by the
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Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry
of Chemicals and Fertilizers. More than 9000
Janaushidhi Kendras have been established
nationwide as part of the project, offering Oxo-
biodegradable sanitary napkins called “Suvidha” for
justRs. 1 per pad.

The majority of menstrual hygiene items are
composed of plastic, which takes 500-800 years for
it to biodegrade. Tampons and other menstrual
hygiene items, such as pads, frequently include harmful
substances that can damage the body, such as
chlorine, phthalates, and pesticide residues. About half
of the world’s population experiences menstruation,
abiological process that frequently has a significant
negative impact on the environment because of the
usage of disposable sanitary goods including tampons,
pads, and panty liners. Most of these products
contribute to environmental pollution since they are
composed of nonbiodegradable materials, such as
plastic swhich take hundreds of years to break down.
Half of schools in low-income nations lack the water,
sanitation, and hygiene facilities that are essential for
helping girls and female teachers deal with their
periods.

According to the most recent survey, 15.2% of
teenage girls use locally made napkins, 49.3% use
cloth, and 64.5% use sanitary napkins (NFHS 5).
The usage of sanitary napkins by teenage girls has
significantly increased. In the past five years, it has
risen by 22% points. So, we cannot even imagine
how much years will it take for all sanitary napkins to
be fully degraded. The term “green menstruation”
describes the usage of reusable, sustainable, and
environmentally friendly period products, such as cloth
pads, period panties, menstrual cups, and
biodegradable sanitary napkins. These options seek
to manage menstrual hygiene in a safe, economical,
and environmentally friendly manner while also
minimizing their negative effects.

Green menstruation is still understudied and
inadequately backed, despite the general public’s
rising awareness of sustainable behaviors in other
spheres of life. Widespread adoption is hampered by
lack of awareness, cultural taboos, worries about cost,
and the availability of eco-friendly menstruation
products.Awareness and education about the
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environmental impact of conventional menstrual
products positively influence the adoption of
sustainable alternatives.

Perceived barriers such as cost, accessibility, and
cultural taboos significantly hinder the widespread
adoption of sustainable menstrual products. Policies
promoting affordable access to sustainable products
and increasing educational outreach will improve
adoption rates and reduce menstrual waste. In order
to promote ecologically conscious management of
menstrual hygiene, it is necessary to comprehend the
obstacles and enablers of green menstruation.Here’s
why “green menstruation” should be considered the
need of the hour:

1. Environmental Impact of Disposable Products:

» Non-biodegradable Waste: The majority of
commercial tampons and sanitary pads are
composed of synthetic fibers and polymers,
which do not biodegrade. These goods add
significantly to landfill garbage because they can
take hundreds of years to degrade.

 Global Waste: A person who is menstruating
consumes between 11,000 and 16,000
throwaway goods in their lifetime on average.
Given that millions of women have menstruation
globally, this results in enormous waste
production.

2. Plastic Pollution:

* Oceanand Landfill Contamination: Marine life
and ecosystems are harmed by thevast majority
of plastic waste from pads, applicators, and
wrappers that ends up in landfills and the ocean.
Sanitary product plastic components add to
the larger problem of plastic pollution.

3. Carbon Footprint:

* Production and Transportation: Water, energy,
and raw materials are needed in the production
of disposable menstruation products, all of
which have a large carbon footprint.
Greenhouse gas emissions are also | creased
by the delivery of these goods to homes and
retailers.
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4. Harmful Chemicals:

Health Concerns: Chlorine, dioxins, and perfumes
are among the substances found in many
disposable menstrual products. For certain
people, these substances may irritate their skin
or present long-term health problems. High
concentrations of chemicals found in sanitary
napkins have been connected to diabetes, cancer,
and heart problems. Exposure to volatile organic
compounds raises the risk of disabilities, asthma,
and brain impairment.(Menstrual waste
report,2022)

5. Sustainable Alternatives:

* Reusable Menstrual Products: Menstruation
cups, cloth pads, and period underwear are
examples of reusable menstruation items that
are growing in popularity. These substitutes are
more cost-effective in the long run, produce
less waste, and last longer.

 Biodegradable and Organic Options: Certain
companies are manufacturing biodegradable
pads from bamboo or organic cotton, which
breaks down more quickly and does not
contain any hazardous substances.

6. Economic Empowerment:

» Cost Savings: Over time, reusable products
are more cost-effective than continuously
purchasing disposable pads or tampons. For
people with limited resources, this can make
menstruation management more affordable.

7. Social and Educational Advocacy:

Promoting Awareness: The “green menstruation”
movement is also about breaking taboos,
encouraging open discussions on menstruation,
and promoting eco-friendly options in
communities, especially where access to
menstrual products is limited.

Inspiring New Solutions: Green menstruation
encourages innovation in product design, leading to
new biodegradable materials, sustainable business
models, and circular economy practices, which can
benefit broader environmental goals.

Based on suggestions from the States, the
“National Health Mission” (NHM) has been
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supporting the Menstrual Hygiene Scheme since
2015-16 through the State Programme
Implementation Plan (PIP) route. States have been
directed to begin purchasing packs of sanitary napkins
at prices determined by competitive bidding. (Ministry
of women and child development)

NHM also supports health functionaries’ capacity
building in order to raise their awareness of the
program and ensure its smooth execution. The
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare created
communication materials aimed at teenage girls, their
gatekeepers, influencers, and the community at large.
(MOH&FW)

“Promoting the adoption of sustainable
menstruation practices, such as reusable menstruation
supplies (such as cloth pads, period pants, and
menstrual cups),will significantly reduce environmental
impact and enhance menstrual equity by decreasing
waste production, lowering long-term costs, and
increasing access to safe, hygienic options for
menstruating individuals globally.”

Significance of the Study:

sarticle will help to a greater understanding of
the environmental impacts ofmenstrual health
products, providing evidence to support the adoption
of sustainable alternatives. It will also offer insights into
consumer behavior, attitudes, and challenges related
to sustainablemenstruation, thus informing policies
aimed at reducing menstrual waste and
promotingenvironmental sustainability.

SUGGESTIONS:-

Few suggestions regarding the sustainable use of
menstrual products are as following-

1) Green pads are the best alternative to beat the
plastic pollution, polymers and the harmful
chemicals like dioxins, phthalates that are used,
which is non-degradable.

2) Deep burial, pit disposal, and thermal treatment
are the three methods for disposing of sanitary
pads in accordance with Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) guidelines. But, the incinerators
cause severe air pollution which is quite
destructive for our mother earth. Some eco-
friendly options should be used instead of
incinerators.
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3) There should be a regulatory body to look after.
Manufacturers ought to be requiredto  reveal
the ingredients in their products.

4) Use of special bins to segregate the waste
generated through menstruation from other types
of waste.

5) Increased awareness among women about the
health and environmental impact that sanitary
napkins imposed on, can save them and the
environment.

CONCLUSION:

This study will add to the expanding body of
knowledge on sustainable health practices by
emphasizing the value of managing menstrual hygiene
inan environmentally responsible manner. The study
Is to inform policies and actions that encourage the
adoption of sustainable menstrual products, hence
lowering the environmental impact of menstruation.
This will be accomplished by identifying important

obstacles to and enablers of green menstruation. By
addressingthe socio-economic and cultural barriers
to adopt sustainable menstruation practices and
propose interventions to promote menstrual equity
and empower women through better access to
sustainable options. The findings might also serve as
a springboard for additional research into the long-
term effects of sustainable menstruation on
sustainability, affordability, and health.By adopting
green menstruation practices, people can significantly
reduce their environmental impact, promote healthier
alternatives, and contribute to a more sustainable
future.
*Research Scholar,
Department of Continuing Education and
Extension, University of Delhi.

**Associate Professor
Department of Continuing Education and
Extension, University of Delhi.
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Abstract :

In the realm of literature, the portrayal of women
and their interactions with one another is a rich and
complex area of exploration. This research delves
into the representations of female characters and their
relationships in select novels by Buchi Emechetaand
Jhumpa Lahiri. Emecheta’s works, set against the
backdrop of post-colonial Nigeria, offer insights into
the struggles and triumphs of African women grappling
with patriarchy, tradition, and colonial legacies.
Meanwhile, Lahiri’s novels, which often explore the
immigrant experience within the Indian diaspora, shed
light on the complexities of cultural displacement,
identity formation, and belonging among women
navigating multiple cultural worlds.

Through a comparative analysis of Emechetaand
Lahiri’s works, this study seeks to uncover the
similarities and differences in the portrayal of women
against woman — that is, the dynamics of female
relationships, conflicts, and alliances within the
narratives. Drawing upon feminist literary theory and
intersectional perspectives, the research examines
how gender, race, class, and other intersecting
identities intersect to shape the experiences and
interactions of female characters.

The study aims to explore a range of themes,
including the construction of gender roles, the agency
and empowerment of women, solidarity and
sisterhood, as well as conflicts and tensions among
female characters. It investigates how societal norms,
cultural contexts, and historical legacies influence the
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Comparison and Analysis of

Women against Woman in Both

Buchi Emecheta and Jhumpa
Lahiri’s Select Novels

portrayal of women and their relationships with one
another, and how authors challenge or perpetuate
stereotypes through their characterizations.

By conducting close readings of selected novels,
supplemented by critical analysis and theoretical
frameworks, this research contributes to a deeper
understanding of the nuances of female characters and
their interactions within the literary works of Emecheta
and Lahiri. It highlights the importance of diverse and
nuanced representations of women in literature, and
the ways in which these representations reflect and
shape our understanding of gender, identity, andpower
dynamics in society.

Keywords: Comparative study, female
interactions, gender roles, intersectionality, feminist
literary theory, cultural displacement, identity creation

Emecheta’s works frequently show Nigerian
women confronting society expectations, traditional
gender norms, and patriarchal problems. Emecheta’s
ladies are usually shown as strong-willed and
tenacious, frequently overcoming difficult conditions
with resilience. Whether poverty, domestic violence,
or social injustice, they show incredible tenacity in
the face of difficulty. Emecheta’s characters subvert
expectations placed upon them aswomen in Nigerian
society by challenging patriarchal standards and
conventions. Notwithstanding the challenges of
ingrained gender roles, they pursue independence,
education, and self-determination. Emecheta’s books,
which examine the complexity of family connections
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and the sacrifices women make for their children,
center motherhood. Her characters struggle with
juggling their obligations as mothers with their own
goals and demands for autonomy. For Emecheta’s
female protagonists, education is frequently seenasa
tool for empowerment. Seeking knowledge as a road
to freedom and self-improvement, they challenge the
few possibilities given to women in Nigerian society.

On the other hand, Lahiri’s works—especially
those emphasizing the immigrant experience—provide
understanding of the hardships and goals women
negotiating unfamiliar cultural environments face. Key
themes include Lahiri’s female characters’ struggle
with concerns of identity and belonging—yparticularly
as immigrants or offspring of immigrants. Often
conflicted between several identities, they reconcile
the contradiction between their cultural background
and their experiences in their adopted nations. The
characters balance maintaining their ethnic traditions
with fitting into modern culture. Often feeling
dislocated or estranged as they negotiate several
cultural environments, they negotiate the complexity
of cultural adaptation.

Lahiri shows women who encounter particular
difficulties and opportunities on their travels, therefore
exploring the junctionality of immigration and gender.
Striking their agency and autonomy in unfamiliar
surroundings, they challenge preconceptions, cultural
expectations, and gender roles.

throughout similar vein, family shapes Lahiri’s
characters’ experiences and identities throughout her
works. Lahiri examines the complexity of family
relationships—including generational strife, cultural
collisions, and the conflict between personal goals and
family responsibilities. each authors provide
fascinating depictions of female characters struggling
with issues of identity, agency, and empowerment even
if each of the writers show women confronting
different cultural settings and problems. Their writings
offer understanding of the several experiences women
negotiating patriarchal systems, cultural displacement,
and the complexity of family and community
interactions have.

Both writers present women as strong and
creative people who boldly and tenaciously negotiate
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difficulties. Whether confronting patriarchal tyranny,
cultural dislocation, or personal hardships, the female
protagonists in Emecheta and Lahiri’s books show
incredible fortitude in conquering difficulty.

Emechetaand Lahiri question gender expectations
and stereotypes, therefore illuminating the ways in
which women negotiate social demands and
conventions. The female characters in their books
question and subvert gender stereotypes, therefore
supporting more equality and autonomy whether they
negotiate cultural absorption or face conventional
patriarchal systems. For both writers, then, identity
and belonging are fundamental subjects. Especially
in light of gender dynamics and societal expectations,
both writers investigate the complexity of family and
interpersonal relationships. Emphasizing the subtleties
of love, devotion, and tension inside these ties, both
of them show complex depictions of mother-daughter
relationships, sisterhood, and marital dynamics. While
Lahiri’s characters negotiate immigrant identity and
diaspora experiences, Emecheta’s characters struggle
with themes of cultural identification within the
framework of post-colonial Nigeria. Women try to
balance their unique identities with their cultural
background and create a feeling of community
belonging across these several environments. In
different ways, these female characters assert their
autonomy and pursue empowerment. They reject
gender stereotypes, question society expectations, and
follow their dreams in spite of constraints. By means
of education, job paths, or personal decisions, these
women establish their autonomy and search fulfillment
on their own terms.

Although Buchi Emecheta and Jnumpa Lahiri
explore diverse issues in their books and write from
various cultural settings, their treatment of women runs
across shared themes of strength, autonomy,
complexity, and resiliency. By means of their
sophisticated characterizations and rich narrative, both
writers provide insightful analysis of the several
experiences and challenges faced by women
negotiating amultifarious environment.

Often featuring themes of gender inequality,
marital abuse, and the fight for autonomy inside
traditional African civilizations, Buchi Emecheta’s
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books As they pursue freedom and empowerment,
her female protagonists face social constraints and
institutionalized injustice. Works by Lahiri explore
issues of cultural identification, family relations, and
immigrant experience. Her female characters negotiate
the complexity of cultural absorption, the conflict
between legacy and modernism, and the desire for
fittingness in a foreign country. Emecheta’s work
usually is more clear and straightforward, with an eye
toward the hard reality her female characters
experience. Her work is distinguished by its rawness
and emotional depth, which presents readers with a
straight-forward picture of African society’s women’s
challenges. Lahiri’swork is distinguished by its lyrical
language and sophisticated examination of personal
feelings. She explores the inner lives of her female
characters sensitively and sympathetically, deftly and
subtly expressing the nuances of their experiences.

Emecheta’s female characters also sometimes
show as tenacious and rebellious against hardship.
Declaring their agency and working for self-
determination, they question conventional gender roles
and patriarchal conventions. Complicating the issues
of identity, belonging, and cultural integration, Lahiri’s
female characters are shown with nuance and depth.
Often on path of self-discovery and development, they
negotiate the conflicts between their Indian
background and experiences in Western civilization.

Although both Buchi Emecheta and Jhumpa Lahiri
examine the challenges and goals of women in their
works, their approaches of treating female characters
vary in terms of cultural setting, thematic focus,
narrative style, and characterization. These variations
enhance their individual works and provide readers
with many angles on the difficulties and successes of
women negotiating various cultural settings.

The way stereotypical women are portrayed
could help to reinforce preconceptions about passivity,
domesticity, and femininity, therefore restricting the
depiction of many female viewpoints and experiences.
Stereotypical women illustrate the variety of women’s
experiences inside the story by acting as foils or
opposites to more complicated or unusual female
characters. Their presence could highlight the
difficulties non-stereotypical women have negotiating
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society expectations and claiming their agency.
Especially if their choices or behavior fit conventional
gender stereotypes, they could propel some storylines
or conflicts inside the narrative. For a protagonist
looking for freedom or autonomy; a traditional mother
role could, for instance, cause friction and character
development.

The way that archetypal women are portrayed
offers chances to investigate issues of gender, power
relations, and society expectations. Their encounters
could help readers to critically consider more general
concerns such sexism, misogyny, and gender inequality
within the framework of the story.

Sometimes writers purposefully challenge
preconceptions by giving stereotyped women nuance,
autonomy, and depth. This subversion questions
readers’ assumptions and forces a rethink of
conventional gender norms, therefore enhancing the
story with complex characterizations and ideas.
Readers familiar with or opposed to gender norms
may react differently to stereotypical women. Readers
could relate to conventional women who encounter
familiar difficulties or criticize their portrayal as
unrealistic or constrictive, hence generating debates
about diversity in literature.

Generally, the context, treatment, and thematic
investigation within the story determine how
stereotypically female characters affect the whole
narrative. Although traditional representations could
support accepted gender roles, they also offer chances
for criticism, challenge, and contemplation on more
general society concerns involving gender and identity.

Nigerian-born feminist and writer Buchi Emecheta
gives a sharp understanding of the social and cultural
factors forming women’s life in post-colonial Nigeria.
Her own experiences as a woman and an immigrant
guide her representation of female characters facing
cultural norms, colonial legacies, and sexism.
Emecheta’s goal in showing conventional women
could be two-fold: she challenges and subverts these
stereotypes by means of nuanced characterizations,
therefore illuminating the reality experienced by
Nigerian women inside patriarchal systems. Emecheta
hopes to empower readers and inspire critical
interaction with concerns of gender, power, and
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identity by stressing the resilience, agency, and
complexity of her female characters. As an immigrant
and Indian-American writer, Lahiri presents acomplex
view of the experiences of women negotiating cultural
displacement, identity development, and diaspora
membership. Her own experience as a second-
generation immigrant shapes her investigation of
subjects including generational gaps, cultural
assimilation, and the search for self-understanding.
Lahiri’s goals in depicting conventional women could
be challenging and dissecting accepted preconceptions
while also honoring the complexity of cultural
identification and adaptation. By means of her rich
characterizations and sympathetic narrative, Lahiri
aims to humanize her female characters and provide
readers with a closer knowledge of the difficulties and
successes of immigrant women negotiating several
cultural environments. Using their own points of view,
literary devices, and thematic concerns, both writers
create stories that question, challenge, and urge
readers to rethink gender, culture, and identity.
Emecheta and Lahiri enable readers to interact
critically with concerns of gender equality, cultural
diversity, and the universal need for self-discovery
and empowerment by presenting realistic women with
depth, complexity, and agency.

Concurrently, challenging preconceptions in
literature is quite important since it advances more
general objectives of supporting diversity, empathy,
and critical thinking. Challenging stereotypes in
literature isimportant for the following various reasons:
it enables the portrayal of many experiences,
viewpoints, and identities, thereby allowing for
Challenging stereotypes in literature gives a forum for
underprivileged voices to be heard and validated. By
showing characters who reject conventional
stereotypes based on race, gender, sexuality, ability,
or another characteristic, literature can reflect the
richness and complexity of human diversity. It provides
a chance for writers from underrepresented
backgrounds to truly share their own tales and recover
their narratives from prevailing cultural preconceptions
and misunderstandings.

By letting readers view the world from many
angles, reading works that questions preconceptions
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can help to foster empathy and understanding. Readers
may grow to value the complexity of human
experience and get understanding of how stereotypes
affect people and communities by relating with
characters who reject preconceptions. Books that
subvert preconceptions inspire readers to doubt
accepted wisdom, assumptions, and prejudices by
means of critical analysis. It invites readers to question
the causes and implications of preconceptions,
acknowledge their negative repercussions, and weigh
other points of view that subvert them. By raising
awareness, communication, and advocacy around
social justice and equality, challenging stereotypes in
literature can help to contribute to more general social
transformation. Literary works can help to question
systematic injustices and advance a more fair and
equitable society by fighting stereotypes and
supporting more inclusive depictions.

Literature that questions preconceptions honors
the uniqueness and complexity of people by rejecting
oversimplified labels and acknowledging the many
nature of identity. It upholds the dignity, value, and
humanity of every person independent of their
conformity to society expectations or preconceptions.

Finally, the comparison of female characters and
their interactions in a few of Buchi Emecheta’s and
Jhumpa Lahiri’s books offers insightful analysis of the
complexity of women’s lives inside various cultural
settings. By means of this study, we have investigated
the dynamics of women against women—that is, the
conflicts, alliances, and tensions influencing female
interactions inside the narratives. We have seen both
similarities and distinctions in the way Emecheta’s
portrayal of Nigerian women battling patriarchy and
colonial legacies and Lahiri’s depiction of immigrant
women negotiating cultural displacement and identity
building expose female characters. Emecheta’s works
highlight the resiliency, agency, and solidarity of African
women; Lahiri’s books provide subtle insights into
the complexity of cultural integration, belonging, and
sisterhood among Indian diasporic women.

By means of feminist lenses and intersectional
viewpoints, we have examined issues such gender
roles, agency, empowerment, and solidarity as well
as conflicts and tensions among female characters.
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We have looked at how historical legacies, cultural
settings, and social conventions interact to define
women’s experiences and how writers either question
or reinforce stereotypes via their characteriszations.

This study emphasizes in general the need of
varied and complex depictions of women in literature
and the manner in which they reflect and influence
our perspective of gender, identity, and power relations
in society. Examining the complexity of female
relationships in Emecheta and Lahiri helps us to better
understand the hardships, victories, and unity among

women in many cultural settings.
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Abstract

“Artificiallntelligence is amongst the key
technologies of our time and will have a lasting
impact on society, economies and politics and
an important role to play in tackling the global
challenges we face.”

Artificial intelligence (Al), encompassing
technologies like machine learning and natural
language processing, is modifying industries
worldwide. Artificial intelligence (Al) holds
transformative potential for governance and civic
engagement. It’s rapidly reshaping the architecture
of governance and democracy across the globe, and
democracies are at decisive crossroads. In
governance, Al could optimise public services,
improve policy making, foster citizen engagement,
and augment economic opportunities. However, its
adoption lags in sectors like healthcare and finance.

This research undertakes a critical multi-
dimensional inquiry into the dual role of Artificial
intelligence as both an enabler and a deterrentto
democratic governance. It tries to interrogate
whether Artificial Intelligence amplifiesthe problems
and loopholes of liberal democracy, algorithmic
discrimination and supportsanti-democratic
tendencies that could lead to authoritarianism, or it
fortifies the democratic ideals such as transparency,
accountability, participation and justice.

This paper finds that unregulated and opaque
applications increasingly undermine democratic
accountability and erode public trust. However, by
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Artificial Intelligence and
Democracy : A Double-
Edged Force Shaping
Governance

addressing the challenges, the government can
leverage Artificial Intelligence to improve
administrative efficiency and citizen engagementin
some contexts, strengtheningthe democratic
processand collective decision-making.

Key words:

Artificial Intelligence, Governance, Accountability
Introduction

“When compassionate Artificial Intelligence
guides democracy, it empowers citizens,
dismantles corruption, and brings transparency
to the core of modern governance.”

Artificial Intelligence is revolutionizing all facets
of modern democracy, including healthcare,
education, business, and government operations. As
more governments adopt Al technologies, a pressing
question emerges: Can Al truly strengthen democratic
governance, or does it threaten democracy and its
foundational values? This is not just a technological
or philosophical issue; it cuts to the core of how
societies operate and evolve in the digital age.

The advancement of data, automation, artificial
intelligence, and digital technology has raised both high
hopes and concerns. There are worries about their
possible effects on political life and democracy in
addition to issues with jobs, rights, and freedoms.
Artificial Intelligence undermines democracy and
democratic processes. Our democracies are already
weak; there are existing power imbalances and
problems with the liberal democracy and the negative
impacts of Al will hit harder.
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UNESCO was the pioneer in creating the “‘global
policy framework for Artificial Intelligence (Al)’. The
‘Recommendation on the Ethics of Al’ was ratified
by all 193 member States in November 2021. It
describes several facets of Al that have an immediate
influence on politics.

What is Artificial Intelligence?

The term “Artificial Intelligence” was first used in
1956 at a conference organised by Dartmouth
College. It has been described in the words,“Artificial
Intelligence is the branch of science that makes
computers and other tools that can think, learn, and
act in ways that usually require human intelligence or
involve huge amounts of data that humans can’t
handle.” By mixing the database and knowledge base
and training a model on that database, artificial
intelligence helps the system do things that would
normally need human intelligence. For example, it can
acton similar data or inputs without any help froma
person. The idea of making smart robots is very old,
butscientists invented computer algorithms that could
help in business, healthcare etc. The new age Chatbots
like Chatgpt have taken the world by storm. It can lift
up masses from poverty and lead them to massive
upscale in the world economy.

Democratic governance, on the other hand,
means a system of governance in which everyone has
an equal say in how things are run, institutions operate
according to democratic rules, procedures, and
principles, government is open and honest, elected
officials are responsible and accountable to the people
they serve, and the rule of law is respected. It entails
a dedication to democratic elections, human rights,
civil society activity, accountability, political pluralism,
and the rule of law.

Artificial Intelligence as a Boon to Democratic
Governance

Some academics agree that increasing Al can
improve democratic health by raising the standard of
public services and improving Public Services and
Policy-Making. Al has the potential to greatly
increase public service efficacy and efficiency. Artificial
intelligence (Al) systems may find patterns and trends
in large datasets that can guide policy choices.
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Predictive analytics, for example, may assist in
allocating resources for infrastructure, healthcare, and
education, guaranteeing that services are suited to the
demands of the general public.

Furthermore, in times of crisis, Al-powered
solutions can support prompt decision-making.
Several nations used artificial intelligence (Al) to
monitor the spread of the virus, coordinate healthcare
resources, and inform the public during the COVID-
19 epidemic.

Encouraging Public Participation

Al-powered digital platforms have the potential
to increase public involvement in government. Virtual
assistants and chatbots may answer questions, gather
comments, and enlighten users about government
services. These methods increase accessibility to
government, particularly for people who might
encounter obstacles when using more conventional
forms of participation.

Combating Corruption and Enhancing
Transparency

When it comes to identifying and stopping
corruption, Al may be quite helpful. Artificial
intelligence (Al) systems can spot questionable
activity that needs more research by keeping an eye
on transactions and highlighting irregularities. This
proactive strategy can increase public confidence in
institutions and discourage corrupt behaviour.Al may
also increase transparency by improving the
accessibility and comprehensibility of government
data. Al-generated summaries and visualisations can
aid individuals in understanding complicated material,
fostering educated public debate.

At the institutional level, several governments
have begun using Al technology into their governance
strategies. This approach, known as ‘e-gov or e-
government’, aims to enhance performance in
various governance tasks, including improving service
quality, facilitating citizen operations.Al has many other
benefits for institutions, such as better allocation of
resources, better analysisof large datasets, improved
means to deal with the lack of experts, predicting both
short- and long-term outcomes, and improved ways
to handle routine and time-consuming tasks.

Artificial Intelligence can assist in Election
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Administration. Election workers and authorities
play a vital role in monitoring the elections in
democracies around the globe. Al might, for instance,
improve the efficiency, dependability, and security of
the election administration process. In order to prevent
fraud or disenfranchisement from being discovered,
Al might spot irregularities in the voter listand voting
equipment.

Perils of Artificial Intelligence

Coeckelbergh in his book ‘How Al Undermines
Democracy’, opines, “Al is political through and
through. The point is that Al is not a politician, but Al
used by humans has political consequences that cannot
be reduced as they shape our societies and the ways
we govern.”

“We do not steer, but we are steered.” This
inversion of democracy transforms it into data-driven
subjugation, where power hides in the codes, not the
Constitution. Al risks replacing participatory
governance with algorithmic control, reducing citizens
from decision makers to programmable subjects within
technocratic architectures.

The main risk associated with Al technologies is
the possibility of human rights violations, which
might show up as a lack of justice and
transparency. To showcase the perils of Al to human
rights, the United Nations adopted resolution in March
2024, “Seizing the opportunities of safe, secure, and
trustworthy artificial intelligence systems for
sustainable development”, which underscores the
international organization’s recognition of these risks.
Article 5 of the resolution “emphasizes that human
rights and fundamental freedoms must be respected,
protected and promoted throughout the life cycle of
artificial intelligence systems.”

‘Generative Artificial Intelligence’is focused
on creating content such as text, images, audio or
software code in response to a user’s prompt. It uses
Machine Learning (ML), large language models
(LLMs)and reinforcement learning(RL) to study a vast
amount of given data and identify patterns and
relationships in that. It uses that learning to understand
natural language prompts and generate new content
in real time. distorts people’s ability to distinguish
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between what is authentic and what is fabricated
content. Free elections require independent formation
of opinions, so that citizens can make truly informed
and fact-based judgements about policies and news.
Alobfuscates the trustworthiness of information as it
enables the good and bad actorsto influence
politics.Many countries are developing strategies to
counter the disinformation in Al age.

‘Agentic Al’is focused on completing tasks
autonomously to achieve a given goal, rather than just
creating content or answering questions.It’s equipped
with advanced reasoning capabilities. An Agentic Al
framework is a platform that makes it easy to develop
and deploy agentic Al Systems, which can seamlessly
work with other agents, enterprise systems and human
to achieve the required goals. It can help the
Government to plan perception modules, knowledge
modules, cognitive modules, learning modules,
collaboration, as well as security modules.

Danaher raises concern about the concept of
“Algocracy”. Algocracy is the governance system
that is organised and structured based on computer-
programmed algorithms. Danaher argues that ‘over-
reliance on algorithms creates a public environment
where algorithm-based systems have the upper hand
by structuring and limiting human participation in rule-
making decisions.”When algorithms organise and
handle collected information, they change the structure
of the real world and the way people interact with
each other. This is called an “algocracy.” In
governance, this can result in policies that
disproportionately affect marginalized
communities.People have said that Al tools used in
predictive policing unfairly target minority groups
based on biased data, which leads to too much police
presence and social unfairness.

‘Deepfakes’, are the Al-generated videos,
images, or audio recordings that manipulate reality
by morphing faces, altering voices,fabricating events,
making fake pictures, videos, and news stories that
look and sound real. These “deepfakes” can be used
to spread misinformation, manipulate public opinion,
and interfere in elections. The rapid dissemination of
such content on social media platforms poses
significant challenges to democratic processes. This

Global Thought ¢ July 2024 211



showcases how the technology can be used to show
a candidate in a bad light by making him/her say or
do things he/she never actually said or did. This
changes everything. It erodes public trust in
information provided to the electorate, at the same
time also makes the public sceptical about ‘right
information’.

As a result, Al becomes a serious threat to
democratic trust through the spread of
misinformation.Al technologies may have an effect
on social media sites, change political news, spread
false information, and ultimately change people’s
political views and actions.

Threats to Democratic Representation

Robert Dahl said, “Democracy is continued
responsiveness of government to preferences of its
citizens.” Artificial Intelligence can generate “false
constituent sentiment’. The generative Al blows away
the public comment process through which the citizens
seek to influence actions of regulatory state. So, it
hampers democratic representation. It creates a
‘democratic deficit’ and makes itimpossible for public
agencies to learn about genuine public preferences.

Conclusion

Alan Turing rightly said, “It seems probable that
once the machine thinking method had started, it would
not take long to outstrip our feeble powers. There
would be no questions of machines dying and at some
stage, we should have to expect the machines to take
control.”

The stakes are high to identify emerging risks and
awards at the confluence of Al and democracy.

Minimising the disruptive effects of the Al Revolution
and maximising its positive democratic potential is an
imperative for elections. There is a need for
transparent strategies and guidelines as the Al-
powered tools are in their infancy.

By fostering openness, easing citizen interaction,
and enhancing public services, artificial intelligence has
enormous potential to strengthen democratic
government. Butwithout close supervision, technology
may also seriously jeopardise human rights, privacy,
and the integrity of democratic processes.

A balanced strategy that protects democratic
norms while embracing innovation is needed to
navigate this two-edged sword. Democracies may
use Al to create more resilient, inclusive, and
responsive societies by enacting strong legal
frameworks, encouraging openness, and including
citizens in Al governance.

Therefore, as technologies evolve policymakers,
advocates and citizens will need to keep up to ensure
Al is leveraged as a force for better and more inclusive
demaocracy. Artificial Intelligence can provide accurate
data that can assess the impact of policies. Its
immensely beneficial, if used judiciously inall the stages
of policy making. Al technology should be developed
and deployed in ways that benefit the society as a
whole. The future of democracy in the Al era depends
on the choices we make today, which should
be*greatest good of the greatest number’

Associate Professor
Department of Political Science
ARSD College,

University of Delhi
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Abstract

Using digital technology has become a main
effort to assist underprivileged communities such
as tribal women living in Rajasthan, India. With
the problems of gender, inequalities and distance
in Rajasthan, tribal women are using technology
to grow their roles in society, at work and
government. This article discusses important
digital inclusion programs now being carried out
in Rajasthan such as Digital India, Rajasthan
Grameen Aajeevika Vikas Parishad (RGAVP),
Van Dhan Vikas Yojana and Digital Empowerment
Foundation (DEF), supported by up-to-date and
official sources of reference. It examines how they
open new opportunities for markets, government
services and joining virtual societies by handling
issues such as the digital divide among men and
women, a lack of digital infrastructure and
challenges related to various cultures. By
analyzing various studies, the article outlines how
digital inclusion can help and it discusses ways
to guarantee fair results for tribal women.
Key word

Digital Inclusion, Tribal women, Empowerment,
Digital India, etc.

Introduction

The fast-growing digital age has brought digital
inclusion which helps to empower tribal women in
Rajasthan, Indiaand other marginalized communities.
With its strong cultural background and many tribal
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Digital Inclusion and Tribal

Women: Exploring New

Avenues of Empowerment in

Rajasthan

peoples such as the Bhil, Meena, Garasia and
Sahariya, Rajasthan still finds it tough to ensure the
same resources and opportunities for its tribal
communities. Placing on top of gender, tribal women
also struggle with problems stemming from weak
economic status, lowness in the caste system and
being separated from other groups by geography.
When digital inclusion exists, people have fair access
to technologies, learn how to use them properly and
benefit greatly from their use. Rajasthan’s efforts help
close the digital gap which allows tribal women to
take part in different economic activities, use
government services and engage in social life. It gives
a comprehensive view of how digital projects in
Rajasthan are boosting tribal women’s empowerment,
using recent data, real sources and detailed analysis
of the issues and prospects involved. It looks into
particular programs, the outcomes they achieve and
the problems in the structure that block full digital
inclusion, all while focusing on the way technology
shapes tribal women’s lives.
The Context of Tribal Women in Rajasthan
Approximately 9.2 million people or 13.5% of
the total population in Rajasthan, are living as tribal
groups and the dominant groups are the Bhil, Meena,
Garasia and Sahariya (according to the 2011 India
Census). The highest numbers of these communities
live in southern regions like Banswara, Dungarpur,
Udaipur and Pratapgarh and the lack of modern
infrastructure there makes their problems worse. Poor
literacy levels (33.8% vs. 66.1% for the overall
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population in Rajasthan) as well as difficulties in
accessing healthcare and few economic roles due to
patriarchal traditions add to tribal women’s hardships
in Rajasthan (NFHS-5, 2019-21). Only a small
proportion of tribal women in Rajasthan (23%) benefit
from basic healthcare and mothers in tribal regions
die at a rate that is 20% higher than it is across
Rajasthan. Because of the digital gender divide, less
than one-quarter of rural women in India are
smartphone owners, compared to more than 40% of
rural men (GSMA, 2022). Many Rajasthan’s tribal
regions are affected by this gap which often impacts
82% of tribal women as men control most household
technology.

Because of historical and ongoing inequalities,
tribal women have little to no land, limited seats at
decision-making tables and are not involved in
mainstream economic activities. Poor internet access
among tribal women ensures that they lack access to
online education, online shopping and e-government
opportunities. So, digital inclusion for tribal women
means offering access to technology and also helping
them develop skills, options and power to use digital
resources. Initiatives promoting digital inclusion in
Rajasthan work toward gender equality and reduced
inequalities by aligning with India’s targets 5 and 10
and they give tribal women opportunities to improve
their livelihoods and join in civic activities.
Appreciating why these changes happen is important
for seeing both the potential and the troubles with
implementing digital interventions.

Digital Inclusion Initiatives in Rajasthan
1. Digital Indiaand PMGDISHA

The Digital India initiative was started in 2015 as
a key part of India’s efforts to build a modern digital
society and develop its economy through knowledge.
Its key areas are digital infrastructure, digital
knowledge and digital service distribution. Digital
literacy in rural areas, also focusing on tribal women,
is the main goal of the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital
Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) program which is
part of the Digital India initiative. In 2023, PM
initiatives for digital literacy had trained more than 6
crore rural Indians and in Rajasthan, one-fifth of them
or about 1.2 crore citizens, were newly trained; of
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those, women accounted for 40% (Ministry of
Electronics and IT, 2023). In districts such as
Banswara, Dungarpur and Pratapgarh, PMGDISHA
has placed Common Service Centres (CSCs),
allowing people to attend training in using computers,
surfing the internet and digital financial matters.
Because centres use Hindi and tribal languages, they
are easy for local women with little formal schooling
to understand.

The Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF) has
teamed up with MeraApp to include the platform in
the framework for PMGDISHA, enabling people to
register for schemes such as Jan Dhan Yojana, Ujjwala
Yojana and PM Awas Yojana. DEF’s latest annual
report mentions that over 15,000 Rajasthani women
have reached MeraApp, so they can use it to apply
for government schemes, look up health details and
complete transactions without helpers. It means
women no longer rely as much on their male family
members and on local governments to provide
resources. Also, because of PMGDISHA, women
in these areas have gained confidence using digital
payment methods; 65% of trained women in
Banswara said they felt more confident handling online
transactions by 2023. Because of these endeavors,
approaches at the national level are customized for
tribal women, encouraging both financial and social
improvement.

2. Rajasthan Grameen Aajeevika Vikas
Parishad (RGAVP)

The Rajasthan Grameen Aajeevika Vikas
Parishad (RGAVP), connected to the NRLM, helps
establish Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to empower
women in Rajasthan. By 2023, RGAVP consisted of
2.83 lakh SHGs serving 32 lakh women in
Rajasthan’s 352 blocks, including many regions
dominated by tribes such as Udaipur, Banswara and
Dungarpur (RGAVP, 2023). Microcredit, skill training
and greater access to markets are what these SHGs
give as tools for economic empowerment. RGAVP is
using digital tools to improve its work by educating
SHG members on how to do mobile banking, pay
online and take part in e-commerce.

For example, Payal Teergar from Banswara, who
started with the RGAVP-supported SHGs in 2020,
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has become very successful. Learning digital
marketing and finance, Payal launched her small
business that uses WhatsApp and local e-commerce
websites to market Bhil embroidery products. In
2023, she saw her monthly income rise by 50%, so
she was able to look after her family and give others
in her community courage. With the help of the digital
efforts by RGAVP, tribal areas have become more
involved in government schemes, with 70% of SHG
members there reporting that they were successful in
getting benefits such as PM Kisan Samman Nidhi.
The need for infrastructure and training is clear
because of issues like poor internet access and low
digital literacy among the older female population in
remote places.

3. Van Dhan Vikas Yojana

The Van Dhan Vikas Yojana from the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs seeks to help tribal communities develop
entrepreneurial skills by using forest produce. By
2023, 392 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKS) were
established in Rajasthan and over 60% of all members
inthese centers are women (Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
2023). Such clusters are dense in places like Udaipur,
Pratapgarh and Sirohi and focus on training for
activities such as value addition, packaging and online
marketing of things such as honey, spices, crafted
bamboo and herbal remedies. Previously, reaching
international and national buyers proved difficult for
tribal producers through intermediaries. Now,
platforms like TRIBES India and social media give
women the chance to do business directly with buyers
without such exploitation.

In Udaipur, VDVK introduced digital tools to 200
tribal women and by 2022, their average income rose
by 35% because of training. Since digital technologies
were added to the scheme, most VDVK women now
have access to microfinance, as 80% have linked their
accounts to banks and payment systems. Even today,
many VDVK women do not have reliable access to
Wi-Fi in forest areas or smartphones, due to which
only 30% of them have personal devices. Enhancing
digital facilities in tribal regions means working together
with the government, NGOs and telecom firms.

4. Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF)

Brining rural and tribal communities together with
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digital technology is at the heart of what the Digital
Empowerment Foundation (DEF) does, established
in 2002. Through its Going Online As Leaders
(GOAL) program, partnering with Facebook, tribal
women get help from mentors via the internet, gaining
experience in leadership, running a business and digital
skills. Between 2019 and 2023, DEF has given
training to more than 7,500 tribal women in Rajasthan
and the main areas were Dungarpur and Rajsamand
(DEF, 2023). Program participants get access to
smartphones and the internet which allows them to
learn online, use government services and take part
invirtual communities.

A notable success was turning Nichlagarh, a
Garasia village in Udaipur, into a Wi-Fi community
by 2016. Before DEF started working in Nichlagarh,
all the women there were not familiar with digital
technology. In 2023, 60% of the women in the village
were expected to handle SHG money and get
educational resources online. With the program, young
women are equipping themselves to teach others
which is creating positive changes around them. To
illustrate, Renu, 22 years old from Nichlagarh, moved
from using a basic phone to handling the SHG s digital
information which encouraged her friends to try digital
tools too. The Digital Equity Foundation’s efforts
prove in the lab, but taking these steps to the public
needs to overcome infrastructure and cultural
challenges.

5. Digital Financial Inclusion

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Jan
Dhan Yojana have helped to transform the lives of
tribal women in Rajasthan. Using UPI, adults made
over 5 bilion transations each month by 2023 which
was a multiplication of the 25% of adults with such
accounts in 2008 (RBI, 2023). Yet, less than 10% of
business correspondents in Rajasthan are women
which reveals a gap in digital financial services.
Because of programs like NABARD’s SHG-Bank
linkage, tribal women have learned to assist their
communities in making digital transactions. For
example, in Dungarpur, the program “Bank Sakhis”
has made it possible for over 5,000 families to bank
online, improving financial access for all.

Because of digital tools, women can manage their
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household income and get microcredit by themselves.
According to a 2023 report, 55% of tribal women
who engage in digital banking made more decisions
about how money is spent at home. But problems
like owning smartphones mainly being a young
person’s privilege and older women not being Tech
savvy are setbacks to growth. RGAVP and DEF are
working to help solve these gaps by giving people
devices and skills, but strong and ongoing actions are
still necessary for all Indians to participate in digital
finances.

Socio-Economic Empowerment through Digital
Inclusion

Economic Empowerment

Because of digitalization, tribal women in
Rajasthan now have many more opportunities to earn
money through online marketplaces, online buying and
selling and digital banking. Members of SHGs and
VDVKs sell their handicrafts, forest produce and
textiles through TRIBES India, Amazon Saheli and
WhatsApp which helps them avoid dealing with
middlemen who might take advantage of them. A
survey in 2023 revealed that honey and spice sales
through digital means by tribal women in Banswara
raised their income by 40-50% which greatly
enhanced their household finances. Though digital
financial services including UPI and mobile banking
have meant that women can now take care of their
finances, apply for microcredit and invest in
entrepreneurial efforts.

The Economic Empowerment Index (EEI) shows
that rural women in Rajasthan, including tribals, are
more empowered economically by participating in the
workforce, generating income and being financially
independent because of digital solutions. Due to
RGAVP’s SHGs, 70% of members can now access
loans online and they repay them with rates higher
than 90%. Even so, too few tribal families in Rajasthan
have proper internet, since digital infrastructure is not
equally available. Working on these gaps is essential
to allow tribal women to benefit economically from
digital tools.

Social Empowerment

Digital inclusion gives tribal women more chances

to connect, keeps them from feeling alone and
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improves their ability to act. Women are able to chat
with others, get help from mentors and speak out on
their rights through social media apps such as
WhatsApp and Facebook. For example, using the
GOAL program, DEF has helped tribal women create
online groups to talk about gender-based violence
and seek help on legal issues. In 2023, it was found
that having digital access made tribal women more
informed about health and education services,
improving both women’s and children’s health and
education.

They also help break traditional gender roles by
encouraging women to make up their own minds. For
instance, women who received PMGDISHA training
in Udaipur said their freedom in making both financial
and travel plans raised by 25%. At the same time,
rules in some cultures do not allow women to control
digital devices and access the internet which keeps
them from social empowerment. Survey results from
2022 found that 45% of tribal women had rules
against using smartphones at home, stressing the need
for more campaigns focused on digital gender equality
incommunities.

Political Empowerment

Through digital platforms, tribal women are
becoming more involved in civic activities and e-
governance which is in line with Rajasthan mandating
50% women leadership in its Panchayati Raj
Institutions. Thanks to the e-Kranti part of Digital
India, women are able to get government help and
access portals meant for MGNREGS, PMUY and
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi online. The district was
able to use a 2012 cash transfer scheme for first-
born girls to prove that digital governance can
empower women by making sure they receive money
directly. In 2023, 65 percent of tribal women in
Rajasthan’s PRIs stated they used technology to both
take part in Gram Sabhas and oversee development
projects.

Nevertheless, both low digital knowledge and
common social standards prevent many from being
politically empowered. The Jaipur and Kota study
conducted in 2023 discovered that nearly a third of
upper-class stakeholders (26.67%) judged that
communication media positively impacted social
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equality among tribal women, while nearly three-
quarters of lower-class respondents (70.45%) felt the
same. This means that digital tools alone are not
enough and changes are needed in the structures such
as higher-level employment and longstanding policies
towards PRI candidates, for real improvements.
Challenges to Digital Inclusion

Despite significant progress, several challenges
hinder digital inclusion for tribal women in Rajasthan:

1. Gender-Based Digital Divide: The 2022
GSMA report points out that only 1 in 4 rural women
in India uses a smartphone, compared to 4 in 10 rural
men and this gap is higher in tribal groups like those
in Rajasthan (only 18% own smartphones). If male
members control the use of technology, women in a
household may not participate much online.

2. Digital Illiteracy: Some tribal areas, like
Nichlagarh, have very high illiteracy rates (70%) which
makes it difficult for digital projects to function
properly. Renu, who is being trained by DEF, does
not find it easy to navigate using a smartphone even
though she uses feature phones normally which proves
why special training courses are required.

3. Infrastructure Barriers: There is notastrong
internet connection in the remote tribal areas of
Rajasthan such as the Aravali Hills and forests. There
Isinternet access in only 40% of rural Rajasthan which
is much less than in urban areas, where 70% are
connected.

4. Cultural and Normative Barriers:
Stereotypes and norms created by males stop women
from being involved in digital activities. The study in
2023 reported that 50% of tribal women encountered
challenges in their families including remarks about
the dangers of outsiders involved in their work. Being
harassed online is a risk linked to gender-based
violence which requires strong cybersecurity.

5. Policy Implementation Gaps: Even though
PMGDISHA and RGAVP are promising ideas, they
are not being carried out fully. A2019 analysis of the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 pointed out that
policies did not fully benefit tribal women economically
because they had little access to water, healthcare
and education. In much the same way, digital projects
usually do not offer follow-up support which hinders
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women’s ability to continue using the platform.
Opportunities for Enhanced Empowerment

To maximize the impact of digital inclusion,
Rajasthan can adopt several strategies:

1. Strengthening Digital Literacy Programs:
If PMGDISHA and DEF add advanced topics such
as digital marketing, e-commerce and cybersecurity
to their GOAL, tribal women can enter and succeed
in bigger markets. Using local words and work
trainings is helpful for women who cannot read well.

2. Improving Infrastructure: Wide internet
access, solar stations to recharge and inexpensive
smartphones can help close the digital gap. The effort
to bring high-speed internet to rural India, planned
by 2025, could bring major benefits to tribal women
provided it is prioritized where they live.

3. Promoting Women-Led Digital Initiatives:
By having more female business correspondents and
digital trainers (currently they make up 9.5% in
Rajasthan), gender inclusivity can be increased.
Models such as NABARD’s SHG-Bank linkage
show that financial services led by women can boost
communities.

4. Addressing Normative Barriers: Involving
grass-root movements and civil society in such
campaigns may lead to the challenge of patriarchy
and help establish equality between genders in digital
spaces. Getting men and community leaders involved
can ease the barriers to women being active online.

5. Ensuring Data Privacy and Security:
Applying strong cybersecurity and educating women
about safe online actions can lower their risk from
online threats. Working with tech companies to make
simple security tools may lead more people to take
part.

Nichlagarh isa Tribal Village with Access to Wi-
Fi

The Garasia tribal village of Nichlagarh which was
100% digitally illiterate in 2015, was brought into the
information age with DEF’s assistance by the end of
2016 with Wi-Fi. In Nichlagarh, women use
computers for their SHG finances, to look up
educational resources and access information on
government websites. In 2023, 60% of women may
be able to do the basic digital work and young women
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such as Renu, have begun training others, leading to
even better outcomes. Targeted interventions on the
internet can help entire communities, but for the
progress to last, reliable infrastructure is needed.
RGAVP’s Influence on Banswara

The story of Payal Teergar in Banswara proves
how well RGAVP works. In 2020, Payal signed up
for an SHG and received coaching in digital marketing
and financial management which allowed her to set
up her handicraft business. Her income increased by
50% by the year 2023 and she had helped 20 women
in her village learn how to use digital platforms. Over
10,000 tribal women in Banswara have gained
economic opportunities and influenced positive
change in their community because RGAVP provides
SHGs, microcredit and digital support.
Van Dhan Vikas Kendra in Udaipur

AVDVK in Udaipur allowed 200 tribal women
to sell honey and bamboo crafts on digital sites. By
2022, the earning power of these women grew by
35% and 80% of that increase happened due to digital
payment services. Thanks to the VDVK, digital tools
have strengthened connections of tribal women with
the wider market, still, it shows that better device
availability is needed through programs.
Critical Analysis

Big improvements in digital inclusion have been
achieved, though some underlying issues continue to
restrain their impact. The unbalanced chances for
women in technology are caused by patriarchy, so
just 18% of tribal women in Rajasthan are able to
use smartphones. Reliable internet is lacking in many
remote areas because about 60% of tribal households
do not have it. Also, by focusing on technology alone,
it is common for governments to overlook other areas
like education, healthcare and land rights which was

shown by the FRA’s limited economic results. Based
on stakeholder feedback, considering communication
media has little effect on social equality, so there isa
need for more inclusive policies. Digital efforts need
to focus on real change to address underlying bias,
so that more power benefits and changes the lives
and conditions of many. Getting men and community
leaders involved, improving facilities and giving
adequate support can make these programs more
effective.
Conclusion
Tribal women in Rajasthan can greatly benefit
from digital inclusion which gives them a route to self-
reliance, greater community influence and more
political involvement. Thanks to initiatives such as
Digital India, RGAVP, Van Dhan Vikas Yojana and
DEF’s projects, tribal women now have a chance to
connect with markets, government services and online
platforms which helps them to break through
marginalization. The achievements of Nichlagarh and
Payal Teergar demonstrate that carefully designed
programs can greatly help tribal communities.
Addressing the digital gender gap, infrastructure
concerns, problems due to culture and gaps in policy
creation is necessary for fair results. Strong digital
skills, better infrastructure, more women-directed
projects and gender-inclusive practices will allow
Rajasthan to let its tribal women benefit from digital
technologies and have greater equality. Additional
research, community participation and new policies
will play a major role in extending and supporting
these efforts, so that digital inclusion supports
empowering tribal women in Rajasthan.
Research Scholar
Department of Political Science
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