ISSN 2456-0898

Year - 10 Volume - 38

October 2025

i

i

K

T

IRy TR

Ay
i

JOURNAL)

1iRefereed

A
diR

a
(&

1/

UAGESRESE

NS
| Pee

2

2
Re

e

.r}

£
1

= Y e N

urn

VeV
- hJO; '
(o]0

a]l

§

17
ld

[lwww.

Resea

!-.n.

"
i

)

=

)

gti

«

AT
T T
e

=

L g ]l

BBl

=






~ ™
O Year:10 O Volume:38 O October 2025 O ISSN : 2456-0898

GLOBAL

THOUGHT
AT diE

(MULTI DISCIPLINE MULTI LANGUAGE RESEARCH JOURNAL)

(An International Peer Reviewed
Refereed Quarterly Research Journal)

Special Note :
Anti National Thoughts are not acceptable.

Tt/ Hgeh /HehT9Teh ®UIT SHUR &M §RT 47, U-3 &Aleh, et 9, 5, SHUT
TEEYH, (et Hehe HIOM HidY ), WU, TowTe, faoel & Yo o
<ifewa fuennfrem, 4 €/7, umeen fafegT, sHeaem taweym, @ faoeht § qiga
THIEE-FUYT FHAX <A

Ph. 09555222747, 9267944100, 9555666907
* Website : www.gtirj.com
Email : researchjournal2016@gmail.com




( TeRTITTE oIt )

y-ux AN faviag aeter wfafa (Peer Reviewed Committee) & grr fg-wdia
Triifera SRt USRI ¥q Wied feRam Srem R

* TiY-TF W BM % IUA INemel & U $Rel / RICHUW A1 B % Wi 9 IMY-ud Wik
T A A SR

* YMY-UF 9 B % SWd GHEH-Hed g 39 ed foma & favive (feger) & 9 we
s oo fowa fovivg g fafued qoaied wa wdemr / weie fean SEem agmia
URH Hed o I Yehrerred Ui fRar smm

* fowg foxive / SRS Hed % UM WY-UH & YHRH / G w1 qol AER g

* &g ot MY-TF FEeE Hed / Jo7 Ut 5N quiaan godishd % SWid & Wehiferd feRan s

* quiqan wliepfd & Iwd & fRe off shenefl 1 e ool & YRR 1 ge & SR

* o 9 Uy TR WM-UF ik WU 905 AT hfasd Wi H o A1 Ul H 2y
(TZUT) HAHT MR & -0 R Ua w1

* iy-oiE Aiett, fel aT9ram Giepd oTeT | <A 1500 ¥R e SAfHehad 3000 I qF WA
2 qO1 OB T oEF K1 UR-AM, Hided, IR U6 W G # @Y wWE # W
(sfa-famr) st erfrard 2

* YRR U o aeRR IRUg TaH HURe HUSH i STAMd % UvE Wl 3M W &
EEQINGEERIT

* WU S & 9] 3 UHING H 2 fRdl off e w1 e Wi @l g viy-u o
Ifg fest 1 9ART ga0 € o 3@ off vy Uf

* o gre’ fRd ot e uuEst %1 wrd S 7, safaw oo ufafswen stavd <)

* 7% T fopan Sar @ R 9y o9 H wega qed sl o orad faem € qen geleeR ufivg
TS GRS TUSA I IO I TWHR TEl S 3T foAu vk wE SwReE 2l

* enu-ufrent 1 ol ff 9l 61 YR T ek i SRRl o oAl = Yo erfed
g

* Yok Tg URTRT 1 dEEiEe W 3Tedd 2 SUe @l @l

* ofufigd ofefr wWeaMm steEl SiPRH & fau &9 o et snw il W@

* HUAT @ & G U UTHUIE WIS i WiEl 3EvY WSl

* ufirent at faawor 91w foran SiTar @ ue faviw arEm & fou fordt @ =g wideyr =&
2 TEIE & T g ot sTeavas o & 8

* I 3Ty U wemtore @ Hfa € Al oMU TR T1EW T T G o armd § o
gEfefEa ufa ufyer  f ™ u9-=gagr & 99 W 99 [

Email : researchjournal2016@gmail.com Website : www.gtirj.com
. J

*

ii TS giE o TFEHT 2025 Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal « ISSN : 2456-0898



(Ferafd, gfed Tfa=< doas 9 %I T rifies!
faeafaenerd, 9aTR, ITREUE)

e W. 3¢ AR fug

(St ez o, feoell favafaared, feet)
o T, firier - ua

(9 e8], G&Rd [a9mT, St fifoerdn e,
feeet)

o W, TUATY FT

(G&Rd T Gr=g 9 378997 GEIH, Sergiciic]
e® fovafaencry, feeet)

o B, UwET gt

(Y& THTR, IS 9IE 97T, SR Al
o wicre, fooeil favafaened, faoet)

° Ul HigWg WYY 3™

(e, 35 fasmr, #y faefeaane, iy )
o W. WA fHg

(W& T g, TESH HEleEnerd, fee

favafaenerd, faee)

o i, HWigAUTd GHATRR

(T2 37e787, YRAT Jfeid Qifecd 3ThIqH T
9fag gferd faas)

o WI. gUIT AR Tz

(A TF g, GeFad gl (),
faeett)

* Wl Ued UER

(gfagra fasmr, g s=51a favataemea, &)
° Y. HIYAATS ST

(TSTHIfa-3me fasmr, g #=51 faeataeed,
g

o 2. Tua WA fug

(gfarera faam, semerER favafaenead, TarRr,
3T H3%T)

* M. T EAGEE

(FAfeeT TfeR, [P =, YRA TWHR)

* W T AR THE

(TGrRA 9 faygrr, fooeit favafaenad, feeet)

© waifer qfara -

UV F{AR =&

ISSN : 2456-0898

fav g=rr iy afe § yeiva ol @ fig
T qeAl 3R T8 grafera et off foar 1 qof
T @S h1 TN, ThRTh, THRH, Jach Td
ek 9 gwfed o fedt o aafaw w1 ==
ElenRsiicruliccreleaNcRERIRS Rl

o gt Ug SFodfTe TE uRadg B

* AT Ute’ W Tafyd 9 T A
e fSoell =A™ & 3T gl

* TR AE AR : e/ i QU ‘AR, G’ &
T ¥ o WG| e ool @ 9 % ue o o
FHHYE & 35.00 T Al |

Registered Office : H.No. 47, A-3 Block, Gali No. 5,
Near Sankat Mochan Mandir, Dharampura Extn., Najafgarh, Delhi-110043
Ph. 09555222747, 9267944100, 9555666907 » Website : www.gtirj.com

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

Global Thought * October 2025 iii




Editor
Dr. Rupesh Kumar Chauhan

M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. (Sanskrit),
M.A. (History)
Assistant Professor
Kirorimal College, University of Delhi
Mob : 9555222747, 9267944100

Executive Editior
Dr. Pramod Kumar Singh
M.A., Ph.D. (Sanskrit), M.A. (Philosophy)
Gold Medalist
Associate Professor,

Department of Sanskrit, Maitreyi College,
University of Delhi

Mob : 9717189242

Sub.- Editor
Dr. Rajesh Kumar
M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. (Sanskrit)
Assistant Professor

Department of Sanskrit
PGDAV College (Morn.),
University of Delhi, Delhi

Mob. 9555666907, 9891526584

Legal Advisor :
Arun Kumar Shukla
LL.B.,,LL.M.,D.U.
Mob. : 7011474039, 9650088311

Managing Editor
Thakur Prasad Chaubey
Mob. : 9810636082

iv Tolee gie o TS 2025

Office Addresses :
Head Office (Delhi) :
Dharam Pal

Complex, Azadpur, Delhi-110033
Mob : 9267944100

309, Usha Kiran Building, Commercial

Branch Office (International) :
* Mrs Kirthee Devi Ramjatton
Impasse Bois Cheri, Bois Cheri Road,
Moka- 80804 Mauritius
Email: kdramjatton@yahoo.com
Contactno.: +230 57882178

* Correspondence Address :
B-11/39, MIG Flats IlIrd Floor,
Near DDA Market,
Sector 18, Rohini, Delhi-110089
Mob : 9555222747

* Correspondence Address :
House No. 417, Ist Floor,
Paradise Apartment, Sector-18,
Rohini, Delhi-110089
Mob. : 9267944100

* Branch Office :
R 7-8, Ward No. 2,

Near Football Ground, Transit Camp,
Rudrapur, Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttrakhand-263153
Mob. : 8433465378

Website : www.vsirj.com

Designer :
Kawal Malik, J.D. Computers
Mob. : 9818455819

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



* Si. yNfeq a&iH

(AGRe FHT, Isush T9 [q99d, Sl
fafeerar geentian, feeet)

o BT, Vit e et

(THIFEe JIHeR, Ghd fa9r, BHga 51
fereaferenera, Aqer)

o oI, fiifter Turer grat

(FH®, Gepa fa4r, disieival Heraenead
(9rd:), feeet)

o W, faeiia s/ur =

(FH®, Gepa fa4r, disieival Heraenead
(9rd:), feeet)

o 3t g AR

(SR FIHeR TF fourmeae], Shierd a9, ST308
TRIIVT R HRIEnerd, qie fqeafaenerd)

* T Iavg A 3N

(SR FrHeR, Tt s=1ge TR G&hd ©El9,
wve g, Tet favafaerer, ST go9, 9iuer)

o T Wi AW

(TTIgEe e, FIvT (97T, TERIST 379
FHicto, feoetl favafaerad, fioeit)

(dkg %997 ©a qgdr 9w, Man g5
fasafaenera, 42X =TeT)

e . & T

(TR G, o= T4, Trean Mt $<iege,
i1, TIRe)

(TTIqEe JEER, TS 97T, 3317 98 SHicto
(9ra:), faeat)

o Wl TEYIER W

(B R, fe=1 fa9rT, Terrsm 3709 Helfaend,
feeedt)

o ST, Aft W™
(GHTS-79 fa9rT, Tt gfardel, Taer)
* Mrs. Kirthee Devi Ramjatton

(Senior Lecturer, Department of Sanskrit, School
of Indological Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Institute,
Moka - 80808 Mauritius)

* T, FH{ART I[AT

(9&Ta g wd qifecsr, fRect)

o 2. yHie HER fgadt

(TGIqUE JrHeR, 1251 fa9mT, Yarqerer Heiferencr
(areg), feoetl favafaenera, faeat)

° W. W AR Wat

(vifaes faum, faxisiaer @eifaem™, fRoei
favafaenerd, faeet)

(TEIfgEe GIHER, TEEA VI &9, e
Telfaenerd, feoet favafaenea, faoe)

T :
o W. sHeA fog ey
(vemst gfa @ g LA, Rk, fiew)

° W, HEA WIgH 3TETA
(qd 31881 TS Hehtd 31eAd,

Hehd faum, feeedt fovafomme, o)

s W. TR g =™
(qe 3teae, Seaqd-faum, wy foavafaerem, s e, faer)

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

Global Thought * October 2025 v




Editorial vii
X
TR .......eeeeevevereeeesesesesesesessssesesssssssssons 1

ﬁﬁmwﬁ/ﬁﬁmﬁﬂ

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

193

gl HHR

2

TR UG el § THeRaad o de ., 7
Sl FART 37T

Ornaments and dresses of women in the Maurya
period — a brief study 12
Sadhana Nai

China’s Strategic Perspective on the
Israel-Palestine Conflict: Analyzing the
Dragon’s Approach
Sudhanshu Kumar Kantha

[TTNTeR THTET 31T ee. it &

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

17

ﬁﬁﬁmwwwaﬁ?wﬁé}w
IUHT UUTE : Teh (IS0 7T
ord faart

ToeRel SHITTE! ki difares ugfe

T 3 YfeRar T g

oooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SERT : Ueh fagerooT
1. TSt HR 75/ G50 3
AT oh STl § Wt 9o
ST <R

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooo

vi T 9ie ¢ ST 2025

fE&dt wifemy o fera <ram =t sum
el IRl

“India’s Ability in Administration and
Governance: From Traditional to Modern”
Dr. Ranjan Singh Yadav

Political Realignment: From Caste
Mobilization to Cultural Nationalism
Ratandeep Tripathi

Underutilization of the Judicial System
with Respect to the Rights and Status of
Under-Trial Prisoners in India
Shubham Kumar / Siddhant Gupta

Impact of COVID-19 on Skill Development
in India: Lessons and the Way Forward

for Lifelong Learning
Deepak Goswami / Prakash Narayan
Assessing Prison Governance in India and
Germany : A Comparative Political Study -104
Shubham Kumar / Siddhant Gupta

From Learners to Young Historians:

Fostering Disciplinary Skills in Senior
Secondary History Classrooms
Seema Sharma / Prof (Dr) Vandana Gupta
Indonesia’s Indo-Pacific Approach:

Navigating the US-China Power Contest --122
Hukam Singh Meena / Gopal Khillo

I TE o Yaleg § qStentd WreT-foaarg

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooo

—76

97

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MSME the powerhouse of Indian economy --138
Sanjay Kumar

féct wnfaan o smuer famst it uataruita
el gyrd vrHf

& o srfamgetes famst oiR gfera stereRed 146
FHAI

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



FEAd TS h WY HTHTER o e |
I ST T 3idgg (T Yeil & U=
CIMTTRT S B TEH H) oo, 151
BT 41T / 91 (ST.) TSl 9FR

Digital Public Infrastructure in India :

A Historical Account 157
Gadde Surya

The Upper Ganga-Yamuna Doab from
Forested Frontier to Agrarian Heartland

(13th—17th Centuries) 165
Zubair Khan

TR w3 it @ e ¥

E=21 1 £ OO 171

ST, TSTHHAR TS

Taerfd YRa @ 2047 : Tg I i

@A H URAR ht Sgardt JiHaT ........... 176
1. gfter / ST, wareit s

Religious Processions, Sound, and Space :
How Revivalist Practices Triggered
Communal Riots in Bihar (c. 1880-1947) --183
Dr. Ashish Kumar Jha

el fafea smeenaa

Women as Custodians of Living Epics:
Mithila’s Ramayana Traditions within the

Indian Knowledge System 205
Kusum Jha

AfEhATEAT A ol T T .........cce. 214
ST 79T FHR AT

Sehi W TTHTHT & TER-UER | HaTg hivTe
BT TG <.ovorvereesrenssessesssensassensssssnsasnses 220
gieT FHR 148 / ST 779 IHl

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898 Global Thought * October 2025 vii



Tt 2025 hi ST & Gfost T T Hd S| el & fgea- e Al & f¥er W sasiren foan man|

25 TG B 7 S 7§ R AR & frer W e Sadn i sufkafa, afenn R wXeron w1 ydie ¥ 1 erie §
eEaSt 1 Tfad R WY fava 1 g W foan e € foh e ofRm o Aiel e g 9 o T ¥ uE e
S Y TR iR sTefels Ted YRAATE= X o4 gl €| 59 |19 I8 &as] Tra TRl SR Feaent Temsii &
YT RS 1 Yelteh § | I eas] Wil QU R TRORT 23R 0 TS & TS bl off wifen € | HieR § s zemamn
% Uferfaes &0 W gamsh of T 2t 3 38 faw we anfife wdtes 721, afcr Tehed, Toherar oI eTeelt w1 S
AT | SR 3TIH TeleE B 39 e & 13 Ted 31¢f o, i o7 drelt Nifedi o foiu Ariesier s | Jemast R e
MY YfeasT & 13 7Y 39 YhR 6—

* g e Hehed §— T HicT fmio 1 g fe=a |

* g s Fheldl §— 956l & g faelt fasma)

* GES § Gl ot MA—TICA T Yeftal & o1 TR g T |

* Tfed T =t o7 T T 1 WehR TEd—TH ehi bl 3TThiel o1 TR |

* Tl hl WIEAT SR FAIS T FEHIATT 1 TR —dfesh Fod &1 Tl |

* T TH & STCT b1 S — &H, T 3R TfeT 1 T |

* HAHS S 1 SAGH— T hi forsar shl ST |

* T Teh Y& — oIl ol &Y 9 H gfafsad |

* Y07 S8 TR o9 | S — o= 9Tl shi 9o |

* o1 guH foava 1 T@—hdeq 2R 1 &) G |

* T, ST IR W F Gih T HHAI—TH § wnfa IR g@ |

* T8l g i gElt 7 SI— T IR gE ¥ b TS 1 Gehed |

* Y THAA T STHYH & T FACT—HG T 371 9 el b ff g0 1 STaE |

AR Tell # foren ¥ fof S or AfeR =& o1 U, 3 ¥ | &t Sl yomd T off qUF Y HY Gehd § | 500 TS i
TeiteT, Ters TR AU & SHIA Uy S & fee et W o eaet 61 STRIEu Shadt U etk &1 € A dfeh T
ST Y AfYereh Yiqsal =h1 W& o W@ § | I8 & UreilF hicl W & STA1ea i U= W@l § 3T areHifer T §
THHT ST §, S A & IR J&7 HIfaeR IR GIaw & Fdich & €9 H § | T8 SR T 1 8, 59 W) g4, 57|
3R HIfIER g& a7 €1 T/ 111 Ael, 22 i Tal 3iR TR sk & ammn o &, S 38 Hrem gferiedt s 81 9%
42 TIT 3T eSS W TG § 1R 7o & @ & WY YA & o 360 felt gAY At FeR W RN 7| S W A
M9 FHMEIR el IR STEERI Ue FIeTet Hifean & Areem § o9 Geft & ure ug= et | Herg 8, § =i 718 sar =medn
g T oTeliea o o a1 A1 Sheel Ueh o9 §, Aok I8 G o, Wi ST & TR SR TH U9 & ST ol Th
TIFHTTEN, GYIHM Udieh © | I8 ST §H Foeh Toid oS TR 31 38 GHIaH Eh{d i STeAT WaH S & ik |
@ g forent 1 7 1528 H dre fe=n T o | swire H el e H gSIR arel St o6 € § e 5 fea &
T 7o Teehs ~ereR R o | 9% T QISR 1 SR 9 W@l § | "R 97 & a1 fawh st | 2024-25
T 18 S § Aferer dref =it g9 e T €| GfeT s ¥ 9= 2, Hed el o fee i st ¥ 1 foaa @ir
foshTa & T | & Ufd TR W Sgd P Hel S Tohdl 1 L 3R I WY ser™ Ao Wew | g
JIHHRTHIST & T |

— ¥, TS {AR
STTHIGh
viii @S 9iE ¢ TFEE 2025 Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal « ISSN : 2456-0898



BT, FteTH /AR

D

ot T & gryeifaear w53, faaT =i
AR FRHRA TR ‘| T o hed &-
" TS J FRT IR o RereTh SR SeeYe §es
foRal ¥ W STt WIYQIIhd Gaieht T0e & |9 Th
Y&t | FEE A TR i H wekd g1’ 5

R AT H 6-7 W A T 39 <9 H TH & FM
T3 - Tog-qHeHH i TS | ©dl, HIHH A1
S el | HERTd S A1 2 Tl | GHAHMRIR, Fodmi
%1 M Tag TS T FHA AT, A< e, qid
Tfved LT, e, fEgell W A@ER 1 - 59

el W ‘raaEl ¥ fammr’ w5 I Sed § S
T & aeter S 1 foren -4 9 (TEE) TigeTiaehdn
Ft TS T e IR gfaai | A €177

ST & T | TSR Ter ahl eTfifes S srre 77 |
ek HROT ¥ SIST-HAR g3l ol 39 ot wnfes
Y g foan T | are H Heqg TSl A A

. IRYIRA TeaR A WA & 1 ATgeTioehd
yehfd, RO AR feH & MuR W I8 fewy oo
¥ | I 39 O § IR S A feren - s ewr

qf-et &A™ & feu 2T, S-Semed 3R 91 & fag
T o1 | TS Afdl 1 M S o1 SRR iR
IMesTel 37 3&R I |... JHeHM whiadi 3 fog oo

Y9Ik g9 1 ST HeAgT ol 3(aer §, S 3T
3R e ARG | y=ia e Sar © SiR wern
Sl ¥ S sfaeer fHer’ o) (fame’ ¥ we
T hT Se™ WURIIS g8 F IURJ g feran |
TR SfaerehTll 3 9eh! Tehet i |’

T S HiRTHeRl 1 STE qerria sfier §
T T 3 e | 7 § S SIS & o1
% SIS AT ST I H foren T | 91 | "eehte
% e I SfaRTaeil < 39 YR J=ia iR wanfid
foran & fored erman § o Aeasra § S ft gg gu a
T FIISTHehdl o hRY HHE 5 o |

TEE ST A WYeae g9 & S’ 7y &
sfqer™ Tem 1 sHIfaq AT i 399 Hve g

il i T H1eA Torarn 1"

qiyeTae sfaeraeil ¥ =g o fegamkr & =
AT, Teh 987 hadl ¢ SAN T g HRerenet o |
TR IR T3 i SIS THEHM YHeh] & SThHT
% W19 2 YE g8 | ORI TR Wueiiaehdrane e
Fed & T HHHl & ST ¥ Teal WRd | Td
A A HS o & o1 | THAHM IMERI & T &
oIS B 9RA B Giepiaen, qeiHfaes feerdr st | 78
e i AETIHAN 6l o 3faerd H 39 GHR 6
foraml < AIyRTshdTaTe TSI sl s fear fereeht
qrgeTfaes gfte arctt TS Tfal STHeT Jan

Tl

TR T fored - o1ft oft feg T H w

e ST YN o STl &, HeaiiA sfaer o
I TR RS Sit A foren B- W@ s S § fo

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

fafsr snfa =T E=ar &t e 81 gEamE § o 9%
a1 § fob 9 forsian S & § 3R 99 39 W g

Global Thought * October 2025 1



1 €| forg 3R qEerH S o SISl 3 gHel foa |
S O gHAC i | ST THE € | 3R g -HEer
I W AAER HH T R | TR S § T g

T, It SR U1 927 | F2T 76, A SIR difecn
%1 U - § oft AU TS fehTert i |

IR IRA H Thell H Tge Sare fe<t e &t

THLT AT - A AT | T3 qRA 1 T T8l
AR SRA $818 TS o1 | 39 feg - e SHi 4
o foran | S qfdqsie § | o 391 % 9 i I
A § | AR HHAHM 37 FAUTE & TR el bl |
TS AT 9 | JHEHM AHTsIamG] T8l & | o

TR & 8 T | TR {5 Sreaas! e s 9

qTS-J&deh ST | $TH Ta1eTl ol 99+ AT9eTaeh

gfte | foran Sman §1'"® IR doeR faea §-
TR ST Y HIgSTTIhal Uk STk foamem &
3R 7% T T Y faamem Tegare 4 afss
IS T

fafeer sia & @R@ sHA &% 9 &

ARG & R, 3 AT AT §, SHhT WA-He
T TRl YAl § | STST AU FATG g3, ol SHeh!
e ot T YR & TR GHrsTEE 1| ST

qIgGTIIeharare] fa=ami ol ST e | STIS TS Tonfud
B 9 98 vRA ¥ feg 3R gite el & = S
ff I5 L I 99 91 & fowar & faw 91 7% 935

off $TE ¥ | 7R fewg <1fa & 92— 91 e T
% I T | T N R § 2 hiH-dr ash g 3R 21
3T TRETE Fed o 'BR g o feg w9 A o1
Y9 TRE &1 I1E i, 391 Ge fa=n iR 3§

qiaeIfaes & 9 Hiifeh feg TSl & §e qHeamH
A5l Aed ¥ SR HEGHE e & fau feg 3
Tedt ot | WEE & vl H—' SN & HHvST
TS 9 AR Frarsht & FAvel qHeH | qH

gfen’ § SRy, sy @1 fady feRan | e
G | ST TR 1 &0 SISt | 39 91T A 39
Hentvf, FH-Tomm forieh, sTcfiasiien @R &5 o= |
SR GEEHHl % T F THAD S A BT Y
T[T ST | S8 Bl Shi WIeHT § T g311, 1 39 i
SEATHT 3T ohi A% TR foh 381 9 iR wfemen
w1 g STel o | ST fovied &t A oTeh | a7 ot
et s # ugan 3R 74t et & Haehl-Te I |
T M | o8 S S8 ol Y SEATH! |idrsa i

Sl H BT o, T SieF-ggia fasfad & W@
off, YEER 9g @I A1, Wi AEH-YEH & @l
a—rl’ﬂo

1857 & fagie # feg iR Hoem™ 1 3 9w
®q Y T foran | 98 fogie IRdt SHar w1 fogie o
forelt Te™ 1 TRl STl ST 7 TRIGRIE ST
%I TR T 11 Toh JHAHH o | I7=g 7 o -
it Tehar’ A ey | foren & 1857 & fasie
H feg-qqemM SH1 & 3 TS99 ST a1 o=, a8

T o, RT3 & TR ! 8L HLael &
oS || HHATHI % hed WeR |l STHRHRT HHTeoeg
% Tmefe ¥ 11

T & WIYRTe S T e Sed 8¢
TRETE hed & AL Tord WYeTieh 3iderd & a8
ST & TS wiverfaes g9 o Shfed w@n €1 sfaes

feeett o1 Wfhe aeene o | feg-qeeme Jafa
# Teel o ereEdl g €, W o rerEd i gv &
HR e, Tt o R off | I T S fag TS
3aE H gl w1 ¥ | 31 feg-qfcem arewai | fag.
el aerH @t 3R 29 9, 3R qEeme fauet
fegati =1 3R 1" <w fagre § S A1 S # €

fo™ ® Heu-hel Tl T 59 qk ORI gfte |
It 9 ¥ b, TR 3fderd Tel Tl S,
T Toh HURTAER g9 S T2l Fehdll | 7R 5& ot 59
TE & e ot foram 3Tk Ter &1 ¥ar fwan S
¥, I8 aaet-geianel dehd 39 Uk <t g1
ATSTehal ! @ed Hid & dey # T fomad -
" gife TTgRTEeRaT Tl T T €, O 79 R A sfarrg

2 Tolae e ¢ IETE 2025

TR 3TISI bl I o1d 315! O © 99gl § 31 Tt
off fof YRATT SHar b1 @S fom vmee =& foman
qehdl | ST STISH 7 ‘He STl 3R TS ' &l
Tfq AT | 39 faU S=IH HeTehTa & 3fderd &
HE fora |

TIfaeiiel Tnfecsrl @R SfaerEsil & Heaeie
sfaergeren gt foami &1 <@t 78 a1d 31k 31t

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



e W T B I S| Wb garel | feran 8- 9w
Fel IE e & foh AR 39 H wimstiHeRdl
TI=RYRI ! HegehTd & 31eaa | fSaHt g et
¥, 3o IR faera & fordht I & ereras ¥ T
3 fagrHi i gfte § St @& a9 <91 59 <
TR e iRl & werdt &9 § fawfsa & wn
Q:n-l”12

qiyeTtak <7 enfede SR Temfde SRl 4 8 §
T off & SR A A1 T | N THSE o o
afefer 3iR Terifaes wfaeasl o |iverfaes <
RO B | SRR TS YRIIS A1 1 GH@
FHRU AfE AT 1 TH FRO IR THE HR
Y ¥ | AR, 99, 9ot & e # S feg-
e TaHl SR STST B §, T S HeIasw &9
3 oo S w12

31a: Froerst & et ST Weha © fob aeTfaehan
AR HT o TE dfceh SMYfTh faaremT ¥

TYeTfaeRal & fau gegehta &1 fSHeaR aFn T8t
TE T iR HEAGT & TN WIS i STUET
it & | 99 yR Ut | At aifds =i
B Gehat| 39 & U enfHer = diveTae /i e
Hehdl | 3T 3fderaehrl faeh! ol dlE IS ST o
GraeTfIehd! T ST I HT <F T S | T & o
AT aehdl & Ts-iaes, el STl 1 of fageroor
FTd | ZAfAU Tt St 3 S Rt fa=mi
R Torg  Hra 9 fomm’ e 1 STedd i Tl §
o hicad IR qe fadieft €1
*THITEUE TIHET
Hrfent g feoett shferst
feeett favafaeme=

* kAT WHET
feRt g faeett aterst
feeett favataame=

aad

. IR YRA daR, |EAT, T53 197

=&, g3 197

TLETE TEAEe-6, 953 397

=T, 53 398

&l I53 396

ol I3 397

T, 53 398

Rl I3 398

IR qRd doTaR, |HAT, T3 197, S0 YR

T FEHI : 2005

10. IRHTE TEAERA-6, T63 398

11. 9. fdet o, ae fReiR Ma-ent, Jaeg -
O, Wifed SThIQHT, FIH TR : 1994,
GAHSU : 2002, 2004 TTS 745

12. W. TLHM gelel, IR gfaer@ § g,
I53-120, HEHd GhIH, T feoell, Teal T&nd
1999

13. URHTE oG- 6, I8 398

VPN YR W o

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

Global Thought * October 2025 8



T

9 & el T § R eTeweshar sffaser @t
I 71 AfE 79 e | it fasr i @l
TE @ BH 91 9o TR AT A STUA Sfiad i
SINHETI IR gt oM & fou fd &8 7 &9
Yo 1 @1 7 | S8l Toh Tk AT ST0 Sirad &l
ARMEEE 3R et oM & fau a9 seqsii 1
g fran a8 gl WE A AT S SRS
A A T | THAT STel ot TS Rl 39 37 B0
%1 PG L i A U1 g de-a9 98 gAR IS
Fo-giEi & s T e F SR SE I B
e fore wgea 3 o It - S, T, Fer,
g, T 3TfS o1 TerT foren §1 37 o Teedi &
AP | A Jod § fR oI e 9 @ TR
Saeti AR g A Ak, &, 79, -,
ifd, 3R 7 W 3T SRife fo=m wqa ford
T ! a9 Hfd e
1 ISSTA HI 3TYA SHF Tl FhHel S Fohdl § | 39

I TG :

TS &g §R M SN AR Afqemet
TEdl 1 TS e TRl WHe U § | SaT & e
S # Wifderar # faw e 2R Sifqerdmae! 9=
= IO {1, <9 SR Afaear S faua W = g
Tl 1 @1 § SrEeh R ST T A Shifd g s
Y T B S W@ | ST ey § A H wgd ary
yif=at oft gfterd Bt €, s @ 38 STt @R
3T e STod R <A B

TE W AM Ghd & T I gfteshion 3iR
TSR o HIOT & 3T =St ot HHe <% o1 &l
¥ AR g @R Afdshar 1 7Fa T W 3ter €
J9TE ISl § | S0 AHa St bt o 2R aifes
Mt YeM a1 ¥ IR Afdshdr AFa @ T1n yem
FHal €1 T8 W = =afh 94 SAafha &l 2R
3TY RA Y ol T T o 5T Gkl § il o i
I 9 9Rd <91 | Mfed o)

arETforRal 98 & fof feg (Fmm) o 7l | &

3@ & HeAH | A8, 3UMEE Td G0 § Sfaffed
Teifer faaml 1 9 Hew ¥ 1 39 W TR 9 ==t
I TE T | 3HD 1Y Bl 39 A o HeAH W < eiHere,

<efA T Afdehal & oSt 30 g ST foh oTst 51 o
e, A, Jufo, T wa g # siaffed fomm awg
IR o 2 TEl oA fava &1 ue oA fewn A

SRR, T, FHEET, ifawms enfe Sgifen]
% IR STUR 1 ot 9z 1 9o fopan T ¥
Tsﬁx_ﬂW :

Afenar, SR, TR, HHATE, ATHIHIET,

eI, IT9-qud qcd T |

4 TS ATE o FEEEN 2025

3TIER ¥ | YRaas H Seifeh faamem &1 3gve &d
T3 | 36 ¥ & S H TH e TR ¢ ok g:@ fgfa
% U & SR SMHATHR IR <9 <A1 ot fas
gl

S § gfte # St g a9 A & g § iR

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



G GEENST & UM 1 oft S g5 A WS
T 2| s1aud gfie &t scfa & wg-wy it
foramemn &1 ot St A1 ST Ahar g1 oS BH
gfteTier 2 ¢ for Sira S/ 2 A & yomre (Twte)
H g AT § 79§ 98 E-3:@ Hl AT HA
TICT S | FE1 39 HER 1 FeAal & | 576l 379 39 HER

ST AT T X G foRAl ST Hehen IR 7 & o
A hT Yf§ & SEHR I T8 T& Rl 5
Gohdl § | -G 1 quen i) Saarst i wfae
1 0 o6l § fierar €1 3 Juen wd jfadt afes
% 2 ¥ 1 39 fran § gwerd 9 & forw sefvEl w
TSl 1 ST T IS i SHLT S TEHT AT

T 57 fore € @ g@ IR T8 &1 9 2 & 599
TH I STIHM T Thd & foh 5161 G 1 TS g1
BT 1 3Heh HI-H 39 G o TR0 & U hi
off @ISt 2t &1 W& B | FRT BER A Rl foe
3R 91d 3 9 oo™ W @ 7w g5 A 9gd &
e Toa -9 ¥ ST SRS 7 38 TUR
% guel Wid fRa ¥ 1 9% A T 9ER § g,

ATEYIH o1 | SHfAT el T ¥ o THac &l o
% o o= = ud ufes faami 1 2 siga e
T | 59 foa foeg o ==Y o707 =Ry g d
g9 Hhd |

FHHAE FMN T? T@ W IEE 999 F & TR
T HU-gE 7 oa-971 & aifife 7=
SH-oG], AR SR IO oAfE H 79 7 wa

T HRO T AR W T R off ¥ 1 38 s
% o 9O 3@ i §, 39 @ & SN0 R §
3R @ 1 &Y TH fhar 51 wahal § | gHfaT Afe
TN Y A AR FAf § g W fEad w
T 5 Tod T8 SR 38 & |

forar €

HUATE : TIR YR HO-giE 3 wa1 § 5
ofer e e B A o ST A § ek ufere
et @ € gE Wi A 31 e e @ T
9 el 1 9RTGR a1 & fSreeh shrer S9et qequl

3 Teft Tt w1 ferfea gamr &8 o) 9 faer
¥ FHifeh I8 9Rd 99 o ol Yreiq T faved= i
71 § 1 3 T 279 I § | 9% o IR hfH gfdi 3
a1 9 o GRI ST FITEhR fhaT 91|

STe Em 91 Tl § | 3afa el T § R A
% 38 5 # fU=el S 91 ges o ST W ¢
eISiH % TohT T A 1 Thel YT oq H9R | Sita
&1 fRL & 9 <1 21 § | SHieT S Tk iR

-1 % hicd TR & GRS 370 H
TR T IR 9 3 WU-FHA 7 7 % &9 A
YeRIRTa feran o1 3 O3 IR 1 TRy §1 Sl |
el T ¥ fob fomn & & 9 T SR o 9= &
FH Tl | sHfeTT T | S § foR 7S e adt

gfshan ¥ | % I T 1 Afeeh HTet & T 9gd A
REESERL

TR JETS Sl Toeh =X-3TeR I3l & aR
T faa9-199 3 § gafery grifel & foem § =d

%I 9gd & Hewl W@l 8| aad § 9uR § e of

TH HAT ST 8, 5ol 98 39 g1 bl 3799 Siied |
SARAT €| TH /1 ST © foR A g S enfin
e, HTfHeR A= Hi S §, 98 9 Ay & & &
farfd STl ¥ 1 TE AT & YRR T e Bl §
ST TS T 70T IS B § IR S & IS
T SAHI0 G B § A & AT I A BT
1At Bt B 1 39S a1 & I A S W
EaGIS

S W SR IITE ¢ F8 el helid ST Tel
T T o= 1 9 & <At I AN W SRR Fa1 ¥
3R JH T W hear & | o 3= &hd & efd i

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

HATY B2 W& €1 98 FH & STER & W W ¥ 1 T’
THE S & wH R A R Bt ©1 T q% R
o off 39 HH & a7 Y qH el § | AT A
H fru T UM Ul § FeRW IH G ITarstt Hi
T FXA € ek 3 e 1 919 62 2 ST |
e H Gied o wHT w1 Fui o TE A ¥ 1 3Ed
IE T2 T § fo Sfcw w1 & A wHAOR Yo
EY ¥ g0 ®9 § gRfEd &1 SR v 790 &
STTER T 98 el ST Hehdll © T AR S0 o forem
T, RO e qRera o 7ol # ag-shal
et & @ 8 Ia1 w9 © o aRdE foaRem @6

Global Thought * October 2025 5



STEETd, T THdE i Ui o foq stfafss— ®9
¥ 3G Tt § =l 31 W €

SufeEl & qreitien faemT : gfedr, amerr iR
RIS ! Tgel J&d €9 9 SUHAT I T Sl
T F A SR U9 6 ¥ | weg S R S
afvld forar T &, SUEET off O <9 & & 3 %)

3T & 3T TR ST STehTST HHH -4 I i TE
AT T8 B | ST et 3 o7 qeamet fagia o
T IR T 1 faweioo Fd gU T arsdiiaesh 9
SRT 1 T hed § | 39T foga faazor sufee
TS AU o % gd U 3Td <l i i fagd
=41 g2 © | TRI oTel SR & R TehSehT SHaTcH

SUTHAT % ToAT 377 ;01 1 Yo I &l ol Fehll |
YT | HF 1 3TH 7T ST 1 9 | TH IR
STICHT 39 ST | =fee ey | gafere e g
T § TSRS F Fo=R FI g A & T-9 |
e qe1 TERE €9 9§ e fawl w1 foem
foreran € 1 =t SR § o Suree & foem & wy-we
sreTfeqer Afqe famm oft smaror aen /Rvge: Teeii |
fera & e o7eAn & TR & -9 SUTEHet 1
o oft & sufect # faerar ©1 Sufwei <1 o1t
1S Heh GI T8l © | SHHI 15 TaRrs food T ¢ |
sqehT it foraml & 9fa Tam ee-gwE ¥ | Sufe
1 =R 718 A1 LY G fod ST ILATCHT <l o=t
1 &R ¢ |

T 1 are H I e 1 ol U STEve
THAE T FE SHaq 1 & e § 39 i i
&1 31Yfa # 3@ ot fgfa iR foramen &t ufd 2t &

BT © | TN Ta SUMORT H STareHT T4 S
3R 9121 1 T & A T ¥ | 9 YR we IRR
@ 3T @ fo 1 B R ST ST § e sfaeer |
ST FET I § SHI YRR 7T SoR T IR
BrehY AfTE & A9E § I8 THU T4 IR IR0
HIAT S | TERT U T F off affa &1 o #
3T 91cl IR < Jf&fed, 79 Td 3T8HhN &l FHIA
FHHl % HIEAH ¥ A AT i TR ST JH
TITES Al § | ILHTCHTEY STeAd™d | faei gt
T 3794 WA @& h] U1 Hehal ¥ 1 SUMERT T
R0 H Afqes i Tfa 1 A 9ol g1 S wE
Y T8 A | I HHl F SHegod A1 § Sia i
S TVl KA TSl ¥ | SACHT h FITHR & feiy
TN FEIAH o eI ST Sl Shifdeh, aTfeeh a9l Aaeh
T HIH I STETIE ¢ | S FOR & 5[ F g
Iy FTH-T0 | PR TThT 3§ T,

A -G & I F Wl & fan g faerdt §1

O R e 91 : qUU & STIER o I
HTRTUT bl T TS &7 | S9ehT 90iF g § 3T
TRY A 9 Vel H el o g s e’
AAIq R TEAUS H o Teh dr&forsh Fed el i

AfeegHg, WHYE i Ww & ol | fafe & S
T
Bfergr favmr
NP
Tt favafeaeme™, faeett

wed it
1. SiAQYTerRIIaT, AT TREYR, TR

2. Sfew aremA, o iedl Yshere I, T9M

HUEA
3. BRFAMMEG, A TREgR
4. TH. vfhoRT e @ Tual, Segermegii,
TS TRER
5. f. THIFWH, YRAI S, 9 Teh, TShAd
YeRTI, SRTUTE!
Tl ToRAR, feg <o & fafay smm, s&[A

o

6 TAaA i ¢ ETE 2025

i g18d, 78 faeett, 2005

7. TUSA, W WY AT, A9 1 Ga e, g2
AT B34, AR, 1999

8. fam=l, M. &= TR, YRAY T ol TRE@,
TSh A JhI, TR0

9. I, TER, YR S 1 3ferd, YRt Yehre™
FRTOTET

10. HEMY, f. WRI f88, 9§ = 1 T8dH, W
To¥ fet X oS

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



ST, {ART Ftar

o 7 S D foran § 9% 96 Wi o wed 1 &
@ T | Tt i gfte T R Sfsd © iR 5= wafior

TG H qer ‘kiedeei’ § dwieed adr "ered gl
TS <kl Yo & TET H S0 &1 e R hedrel

w9 H U 99 & o € 309 T & =i § 3,
9 3TR Wied &1 9= fohan €1 3799 30T &
T &9 & Seh! fC@d gU 380 39 aR ohi

qoid 33 Rl YT Tdrae’ T € Teh T&H W IH &
ey U H T GO T W & & 1qferd sged
Ui H 3R Shfedreel’ # 9T < GUH % gET °

3 foRIoaieT o1 Seord e 8, fSeh Rl 9 9T
% foTu T ehtola oiR sTeet ges s €|

qoret & fafay el # 57wl &t fy=-fa=
frehrdl ¥ 1R i ek Heof fafir el 8w & wa
1 TRL Tel =l ¢ | ifh FagT=il ohi JeofH | TH &
TR T T 3 @ T | THE FifcAh 371 Jas
F 37 weHf 1 wam foRan ¥ 1 fa gort & et ufas
T2l H T FRifeTeh 9 ST ol ITArT fu=-fa=
Torell W -1 &9 H 33T § | STeond- S i
e foafsat § T & <9 fedwil €9 & Ta4
YA § A et e ‘ Swiadeet’ § TH 1 g6
FH H, THR-I9 H YH-STYY TR S § ad
‘e’ | oo i g 1 Yol HRU TR H
T W® g8 § | B39 5N fofeet a9 wen -
e’ H e TS H ST ¥, foeeq ‘formufeRr’ #
A wqfa gE | afvfq ¥ fauy ag =1 wen
‘Shfearert’, ‘ et aur ‘ foaaten § T o1 Wi,
TURTH e Yo 9o H Sfedid g8 §, fohg Tmem
T T YUY S & T A aftfd g8 €1 e g
fera wa g=n &t ufe ‘it (e’ @
forafsrent’ H fa«ior st M 1 IROWTG Seerdl &

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

9h T <

U5 "o &I Al Hfodect’ Ta e’ §
TH-AieH Ta ORTH Foi | qen * fomaafe’ # gvar
T 187 & TeY ®Y H AfUfd § 1 TR T gRI AR
TieA i w1 ‘Tdreet’ § Th T W WA JieH
TET H AR gEd e W wfew & g9 § Sfeafaa
T I HI wen ‘<Srerae’, wfgareet’ qen
o’ § §9 Tl W AHER0 & 99§ &
TET H T ¥, foreg { forrafse’ & & s o Tt
TR qT Trreret H e Rl TR0 Sederd], Thi o
T I ATEHT T Hehe T o TE § afid § 1 55
iR o T ot ol § s fo=-fi T § w
& gedf H vge g § S TH gRI 9 4 i feen
%l e, Tarert SRt T I’ # qa s
TH R e & TET | Y g § | guorEn aen
ORI 98 &l &1 ‘e’ Td Mdeet’ § T4 6l
ST AT TSl & U Sl A & T § Afvid
T wfa & T el § 76 wdi-hel a8 off faen ®
f% T A haa TH gET H & afvfa 31 SR
‘foufen’ § TaumgR & a8 St T, I Afed
HT H, 71 HAT Wbl hl SR Rl G HA o FE

Global Thought * October 2025 7



H, Serg 1 9feh TH T8 AiEH 56T | 9o 7 o i
T TG o GHTS & TUH & TG H i ¥

3 foo=q 9 79 39 999 W Ig9d § o qadt 3
TR eTsh HeHT bt o el | fore Sewa fowm
F I § W YT TR § 9 ufe =) afewm §
3R AT T & ARG ! A0 FEI=Tdl YSH AT
T 1 A TR T STersd TRl H Gehd €9 9
B aftla §1 o7d: oM TR sl T Y €O Y

AT 0 BT WM Bl 1© SRR i & T WFTaM
YT WH I TEE SIS H G H & | D
IO T HUT A H & W76l & (o §6 |9 wema
B ¥ R & Al < ROl W HHar
AT TS & § | ToRT T 96 T4 TH 61 38 W &
341 <1 1 Fideh ¢ 17 TEiAd Td i 9 difed sE
%1 el ol 1S IO A el T e, g8 TH H
IO H AT & 9 H S I 18 39 TR et A

e T 37 ool & yehdRul § Ha g gerdt J

YT Ie9T T B9 4 yfqurfed foran & fSraent e

T Wt &1 hiada gt vdi § gl 1 sufirar td

& bl Tiighd ®9 § 3ufeerd o3 ® ¥, S 39 TR

T

1. oft TH & Wh FeEeTdal T IRUTRT
qordierd st U9 & 3 96 8 % A 39

3T w1 § Ie fafg fan & 6 9o 1™ & 9o
SIeY TR SAEM 18 Ta1 § | 36 fovard & STHR
R & 9% 39 1 I ST A § ok ST TH S 9
Tordt W oft a1 HE, Fifh FEOTHT TH F TR
YR H god G 1 SR R T GaTT & 9t § 1°
3. TW hi SERAT TS FHuTear

U9 o1 TAG, UF HU €9 Tehe AT JAd!

==’ ST 1 GIeieh Ud Y&k shaldl TH Sl & J1d
€1 g & T fd g €, 9 RO H A Wbl Rl
T T ¢ T TRR F TIA W ¢ | T S

qared 3% @I ¢ 3 36 I & Ifd & o
SR 3T ST h1 THTAYT Hih 1 hl P
Td ged Ul SR ¥ | S 1 Afh, §R G g

TSR AT F off ST haasT gad hl ISHT =MEl da
SHHT INU H 3TH W I b Hhieh AT gH e !’
R & Ifafs 9 IR T JHAT A el Sig
T2t | a3 g iR sm &t uf =R oTue T
fafg & fau & =t &1, AfF IR0 H T W ITHT
AT Ui A sheldl BR Rl WA & SFid &
3T B 12 fasfioor oiR werl S o= W a7k ot
319 1 B 1 IRT H SR Fd-Fed I § 3R

AR Wel, Aokl 1 sfag™ 99 anfe el g&t
I & gfd A 110 qau S FHA ANGT H
TRT SIET SeRTelt TR YQH AT TH hi ST
T T | 379 Tohi TRl TH F1 FA & €, FHefi-heft
T fag@ groft +ff M T FHT HT A6 974 §, ST
Teh A R0 TH 1 3GR B &1 2 117 ST = 3eh
Y ST ¢ FE= HL O © TH 0! 96 YR &
TSl hid § | WehoHl o felt TH &Y a1 1 fagm

3T 9T hi & HIA el =ehd | IRV e

e € | STy TH 9 & SR Jorst gRT afvfd Tm e

TIEM & 19§ =1 781 & 2 T i 137el it o S e
<91 fR af el I T 9T g8 Teua fasfio i 1| §
Ureq & U 21 T 13 TST T 5 &6 w0 S T
ICR I o BT off TS T g 50 © A o HR
MY 9T € foheg T F w9 ofimd g T R o sifa
FUT Fh Y A G Tk TN |4 30 YRR gordt
T 3Tk HeRT U THHHT o ISR S-Qh? T ohi
T el 195 &t T 1°
2. T o1 S fRderrdt ®a

TRt qerdier St stee favarm ¥ fF gl
BRI MR fopan T At ufas, geiie, faemarr

8 Tolaw 9fe ¢ T 2025

T T2 w1 He@qUl T €1 9 TH 1 FH 1 Tl
3fieh eT9d TF W &, 59 TH 3% 3T g I
TEAT U TN H fefel o € 3R 3@ STehT Qe &iel
T1"? 39 YR o & U9 H S SSRT Td FUTeiera
T, 9% o T Toerd 113
4, TU-TH-TATIT T YT

W ¥ s T R e Sd G Jerd! + TH 4 hi
TTEHT 1 9gd S=d U A 1 Ueh ST ST HHl
T Y A B RO B G L A= S B e
TTeR Sl 9Y A 39 IH US k1 AR o1 114 35
TR HEMTU off TH-H IR TH WaHR § IR &

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



A 1 3E TH-9 S Y19 B 2 Y S T

TeEX01 g3, Fifeh S8 TH I INOT H S W& Hfeh

T ot Th1 S AT Y= T TE TSHANS
TS ST FhT IS T A St AigHT o HROT & TR Al

fiell 3T 39 YehR 3T=AaNTee 9 U9 <kl U Tieh
T TS11%5 AU hi e ASHI TH Tl FAIel

J TR I TIST TR ST = ThT ooy of fea 11
TH SO Y 976 G I HT HSR & S ¥ 1 97h
BTAM it TH-TH T | & H Al gl kL
39 I=9 % &I OW H wAY g e ik fawe &
T R 9T § 117 S IRl ° gt A e 9w 1w
T TR0 R A, e & sa foRe et fave
e 211 sHifae & AME & fae 39— SR
fq eTevEe ¥, Fiifeh 3Heh oA STdl TER & AT
g qfts T&l o ka1l $9eR & feoT o @ U H
e & AU S W [UAH &I GEEF T
TY-Ye¥ieh Bl & 18

T T AfuTeleh &

IS T & T | At T faere qee fean
T E | TH YIS HT A YRR 1 GAd 9170 3R
% GO U8 i o aeH od o TSEs a1 Sheamn
| SR % Gd Y HI SHfad B Hl HA H I8
TS E9 H |G & S § ok T e 89 o we-|e
YSTarer H Hfd-Fg01 2 | sreor 1 gt Shferd & 7=
1 I[5 1 SUE THedT 120 568 TH F 79T =9l

STeRY &1 39 T Hifed g8 oft 126 foreg gt gfd ot
ol oft T F 39 HEAT BT B TN S §, 39 92
1 JoTEl! = 379 h1ed | Wk ®Y a1 § | 70 & drew
T YA T AR ST 7 B g o SAeh! e
TG B | GIgd-Yele YT H 39ehT HE0 &Y 37fereh
qEfid g3 127 36 FE o 9o | TH & HeumHd
&Y & Y STh1 G ot U HT T 31 7128
7. W <R A=<AH ©

i = e & w39 ¥ S s
% BRI Th T & HI, BA TAMG ] TE Tl
Herd | SUUrEn 59 99-991 &% WY TH-ALHI R
Hifed ® & AT Tt § WS IS €Y HI Shaa
T & YeSH 9o, it < TataarEr €120 g5t
YehR HRIA A W0l 7 1 &9 4R Tk, foheg 38 T8
% Afafis IR TgaM Tt 1% =Afh €9 F g qen
A1 9 A T AR B W off 79 § Afe 3 0 98
T i gfte | fou & Tehal, U &rl &l gfte §
I I & fBY ST | 36 9G9I 1 ged ®Y H 9uH

¥ Jereierd ¥ I8 T fonan ¥ foh a2t ol vear

T I T2 T | ey 1 Gog A0 TEhR LT,
Fiifch I 3T a1 TIRY 1 A o1, 37! Aifd &
T o o1 aiEmes €121 9 & U9 § YSTeH
3T T S & T, it ST & MY Tl
ST T TS HITA HId ¢ 122
6. 2RI <hT UGS SUis

ST TG TN hI WH T | gAH T 3D A
F TIE TR T BeAM 1 WHE Y9 R g
S 1w, foy &1 94, drSet 1 9, TF q90
% Td B0 H W & Uy w1 9ied e ¥ 1 Sa
IR TER H YR U 1 Wkl § fheg T0 1 Bie
T3 SR SHh! Tet T2 Bl | 98 576l M i IR0
H 37T & At STRT Hearn B § 122 oy S8 wereett
TETE T T HIAT HIE WA H1E Tl 911 TH hi
qmed | g 3IUHT T e 124 Tl qad oM H
oo 3 579 6 & WY FSH dI A, STH ST

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

9gd Thicd Td g5RY & 8, foheg sTaatelt s &
faw =g K - wfed wrl 7 71
8. YT Whi aht AigHT

e Jasier™ 3 o794 e H 9 &l &g O
T T W HT T, 3T WI-H 32 T9 i R
HfeH 1 ot TORTH fohal § | SfRH & i Ta oRaehi
&1 AfeH TR §1 7 SiH & 9 9 SR o
FI G H 9 d & T A YR TR 3= o
ViRt W 9y 1 YS¥H fhAl 98 TH T FH & HRO
& TR gl 132 SehT 1 g9 e o T Al §
fo oo 1 okt w1 wifd a4l g2 off Se sen
TH-T- 47 T SR 1 7407 h<eh T ot ek
T 1 | 3H THI $YR & T T 1 hife § 3
% HIU Bl IHehI HiGHT ST o T foh TH § Al
TG UM o1 SR gal 133 HEFIE 75 ohl sl o
H quff Tohet g3, 9 ST q9 e ofell 9 35T 8

Global Thought * October 2025 9



1 R G foham o1 134 wieh <l Wifeh e s 9id 99
% TR geadl ff JUERITT B 1 9y oehi w1 Wfd &
M & T T 135 St wifa-wifd T2 e, e
T <Rl & IR § | ITeR1 o1 AfgT hiF =&} s 136
faefioror =1 99 9 7Bl I Hife H ST TAE G
717 I8 FRw ¥ TR oReRfEd ab & o ufh
TR T S UTS S © | S8 9 H1 S 97h i Afe
I 31 33 T | A THHESH TS TH FHT 61 I
B & HIOT & TR IR 7 BT AT SeTeTed! Jrgl
¥ 1 = fufeen W@ wfr 1 9 e § 5w dew
o1 Uf=a feo © 9% el TH o1 &1 9d1 © 138 Tefa
9 F1 7 TE, 39 T e YRR TEH R A
TIAM & ¥ IR SIAM H hddl TH 1 TEW & T
TS g™ Ta ST § 9 g0 & i § ot gaef
A UM T T SHEHMS T BT & WY-H Jor
LT, T IR WA i Ffd off 5ga for vk |
FHT 1A A 9 TH % Yok T € AR 9 o H
T | AT BT e TS Ures 9ui off qerdichd TRt |
3T IR g7 § | TI&HUN i IER hghd TH &
s 1 T SRR & deH W 9 e
T 1% 3 YRR I i Afewn of &9 T ¥, Fifh
SR TR S S 1 98 e oW & we
el < SR TS ki T § AreE fear 140
TR 1 STGA T T WM &, STeh A &l FHg
IS YR FTET 91 Fehdl | ¥R & A9 | TH & g Faifia
ST &, fohg SR & =7 W= 1 T i & fowrg
T F1Y 3T YR A I &l UH AR qH-AT Fi
AfeHT qe1 TH & 3SR FU &Y a1 4&q I 90H
e &, ael TEd SR TH & wehi i afemn & o
TURTH fohan ¥ IR 39 W i Wfd s = W H
T 9h e 9 47 s fag foan 1
9. W ehl AlEHT

w7 A e W ¥ ok aE S
qTeh? T YT hiAT fohdT STewdeh €, 39 99 |
TR Tl | T Tl IR et T T ¥ 1w
% GUIE I 3TEH o IR urdt e off I| i Hw
OIS o9 € | TG B0 i G o 99T 9 & 9ot
S i Sfd St e T UE Bl WS | R

10 TS A * IFEH 2025

TSI S ST oh! it 9XH 9 Sl 1 778 142 et
T4 ft e | TTfeld Breht I k1 TRl R T o, TR
TSHT Hk G o U 1o § S5 TH S bl AT
S W1 3 G T G R Y o1 S HeIa
T[: 98 3R 57 T8 1 U T Gt 14 6 YR
IS J e HeHl g Afadeh =l 3@ 1 qa
g fomen &% IR foraeh =t Wiftq See T g @1 oarg
T STENTHA & J9hY ¥ Bed & fae 7e o1 fodeht
BT MR, EAT G 1 HEHal S SAevTehal
R ITH dgd da fean g14°
10, FTHTH feram
JoTHETd hd THRTISE | 3THe UH J97 3™ §
T 9 IR o9 W fa=ar fwan o &1 g v
% foTe o T TG st STaaren &t T, fad g
foremi wd s | 31 aelt 9re TS 8 % YR Yo
BI & SIY BTAM g1 ffeht SR afehit o oht g 140
T & TR 9 & FET § S, foe eIk IR
F & d g §, S HES: B, 9 3R oed
e 191 STaedl & gash © 1Y g9 5] fafesn
3R SfeRt 9% & 7T & I oft T B © T ant
it 9t IR gd AR T el 4 |EyH &
=Meq 1*8 BFAM 1 G+ gR g3 79 o9 | T8 e
B © fob &g # gR TR wH =fen, 42 steadnTen
Y Fe A WA & w1 | 39 ThR AR Th
T e g o o= i ot Seerd hieh qasier™
J 919 3R A 1Al W faaR fohan 715
3 fooe § 97 v © foh e qasier™ 1
Y Afedn & 9T H 31gdn vih & wWey faversor |
T hifctsh FET ol o794 fafae el § 3ga fohan
g1 Tey wu # Sfecifaa 3 wae w67 0 w1 &
ek GEY H 3T Freferdl Terd &, 98 S fererem
Y T B WA § | Afh & AUk T i T HH &
faw & weef 1ot o Sw=ifiTar W ©
TEIfaTE W, =t favm,
HACT Te& hicTs
faoett favateeme™, fawt

wa gt
1. <rREet, 167

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



W

W ® N v b

1.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.

22.

o o

faTaqfaIehT, 216, SraTae, 163

TdTaell F<Iehlvs 38, 41, 43, TREC! 156,
fomaafrent 134

fomrafent 240, 213

SrRIaett 176, faafsert, 106 37fe |

fomaafrept 213

fomrafsent, 152

fomraafset, 166

fomaafset, 58, 114, 209

. faaafent, 57, 94, 99, 101, 134, 144, 162, 180,

191, 225 Afe-31fS | Tidreelt, G<Thve 12, 46,
SIRTal, 222, Shiddac!, TehTehTUS 10, STLHTUS
7,21

hfadree, 32

Tidrerett, 3RUA. 16, QrRIEe, 32, THR-U9, 31,
36, Shfadrectt, SRS 10, fazafzet, 106
faarafsret, 226, 248, 262, 193, Tdreet,
YLHRITS 46 3 |

fomeafIehT, 106, SrETaT, 32

shfcrTaeil GraIehlve 2

TidTeel oLhvs 12

MR 999 5/1/3

Shigarac IS 112, 43, TdrEct SULHIIS
38 SR IHTe 36, faadf>ent 138, 144, 152, 162,
180, 201, 215, 225, 240 (S |

THRATIYA 6/5/1, 6/5/4

T, SRS 24

Tarae!, SUARIVE 16, THTATYIA 3/3/6,
fomrafent 78

faafsrent 58, Tidmaci IR 46

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
. fomeafse, 57
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

50

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

Terell, TIehTeRTIS 1
Tidreell Iukehtve 38, faarafant 43

AT, ITAHIS, 89

b O
£l
o
E=

PV
$
N
w

TATeel TehTShIUE 1, Shicdreel!, ThIehIS 19
TidTeed! FaIhIUS 46

TIerae, 408

HEEK]

o>, 166

TdTeell, TeRThIUS 2, 3, hHiodrecl!, TehThIS
10, 16

shfadraet 32

TdTeelt, TiehTehTIS 3

faraafsent, 162, 165, 166

fararafsent, 215, 261

Tiarerett

AR 99, 5/2/3, Tom=rafseT, 25

famerafsent, 37, 38, SRR, 27
forrarafret, 28

TdTeelt, RIS 11

Tidreett, 3IIHUE 17 |

forrarafret, 28

faarafsent 180, 191, 215, 225, 262
TERYSA 5/2/1, 5/2/2

THRAYLA, 2/6/5

THERIYEA, 5/2/1

THRYEA, 5/1/3

a7, 3/7/5

Global Thought * October 2025 11



Research Paper

Sadhana Nai

Introduction :-

In the history of development of mankind since
million of year women were fond of ornaments,
dresses and jewellery. In the ancient history it is
found that women were using woods, soils, snails
and other natural products for decorating
themselves. History says that after the development
of civil society, higher and lower status women -
making and using ornaments - decorating
themselves. Its the true phenomena of the history.

First civilization of Indian subcontinent -
Harappa civilization / Harappa-Saraswati
civilization / Indus civilization gave many proof
regarding female jewellery. In 1921-1922
excavations done by Rakhal Das Banerjee and Sir
John Seeley accomplished many things from Indus
Civilization. Women of Indus society also found
using ornaments according to status in the society.
In the history of sanskrit literature

Abhijfianasakuntalam (TATITREM) is the

famous drama of Kalidasa where Sakuntala is using
ornament that is environment and nature friendly!.
New soft red branches or buds for her lips as a
lipstic. Plants gave her many ornaments during her
wedding period. Pros and cons the story of
Sakuntala shows the desire of decorating the self
by Indian women.

In many era like Indus era, Mauryan era,
Gupta era, Harshavardhana era even in the
Muslim era and also Modern era women were
found of ornaments and decorations. Since the old
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Ornaments and dresses of
women in the Maurya
period — a brief study

stone age to new stone age, every segment of the
time of human evolution, women were decorating
and dressing herself. According to

Kumarasambhavam (FAREFER) epic — before
doing penance (9:) Parvati kept her ornaments
to the trees as a trust (<9:) and wore the dress

made by tree’s skin (deheta®t ) 2like many eras.
Murya period was also mentioned many type of
ornaments and dresses. Yakshini found from
Besnagar, Didarganj, Patna also describe the
ornaments of women of Maurya period.

1. Saree -

The sculptural evidence of the Maurya period
was quite lacking. Only Besnagar and Didarganj
Yakshis throw light on the female costume of this
period.

The Didarganj Yakshi is one of the best
example among the earliest Indian stone sculptures.
During this time saree was worn without the
formation of hind pleats. The manner of wearing
saree was similar to that of dhoti-wearing of the
male Yakshas. A single sweep appears over the
waist as seen from the back and reveals almost the
complete contour of the hips. Some transverse folds
are formed in the material due to the forward
tucking. The saree is treated wide and the excess
portion brought forward from the right side is
tracked forming an ornamental cone for hanging
the lower part.

Art historian Dr. Moti Chandra explains it as
a ‘Pataka’ with one end attached to the loincloth
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and the other hanging between the feet3. The saree
is held by the waist. American archaeologist and
linguist David Brainard Spooner describes the
garment of this Yakshi, thus ‘“The garment which
is apparently in one piece is thin and clinging
though these qualities are better remembered by
the artist in fashioning the front of the image than
in his treatment of the sides and back. It is worn
wrapped round the hips dhoti fashion, being
gathered into elaborate folds in front which caught
in one long loop, fall gracefully to the feet. The
left hip shows some kind of knot from which one
end of the costume is then drawn up obliquely
across the back to be caught in the folds of the
right elbow, whence it falls at first with twisting
folds, to the ground leaving the upper portion of
the body quite uncovered.’’*

The female sculpture at Besnagar also has worn
the saree without hind pleates. The waist cloth is
heavy and falls below the knees. Nothing here
matches the graceful folds of the drapery of the
Didarganj Yakshi. Dr. Govind Sadashiv Ghurye
has written about the dress of Besnagar Yakshi in
his book ‘Indian Costume’, ‘“The lower body of
the Besnagar Yakshi is swathed in a ‘dhoti’ in the
style that we have found to be fairly common so
far. One peculiarity is that the front pleats are pulled
down at the abdomen rather very low, exposing to
view much larger portion of the lower abdomen
than the other draperies of the ‘dhoti’. It must have
been arranged on a waist-string as a hanger. At the
back the ‘dhoti’ runs high and fairly horizontally
so that the girdle-zone, which flatly covers the
whole expanse of the buttocks lies entirely on the
wrap of the ‘dhoti ‘round the loins.”’>
2. Skirt -

A dancing girl of Bulandibag wears the
sleeveless close- fitting ‘Kurpasaka’ and fluttering
a skirt. Her skirt is tied at the waist by belt. The
skirt covers the lower portion upto the knees. Other
terracotta figurines attained from Bulandibag had
been wearing tight fitting ‘Choli’ and a skirt. The
skirt is tied at the waist. The length of the skirt is
very short m upto the mid-thigh, which may be
called ‘Ardhoruka’.®
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The figurine is wearing ‘Antariya’ below the
skirt and also upto the knees. Third girl figurine
attained from Bulandibag had been wearing the
‘Kurpasaka’ and ‘Ghaghara’ expanding on the both
side and the skirt is decorated with natural rose. It
seems that Mauryan women using two types of
lower garments, the saree and the skirt. It also seems
that a skirt was worn by the young ladies and
dancers. Opposite Saree was worn by elderly
ladies.

3. Head-dress and coiffure -

In the Maurya period we get stone sculpture
where some Yakshi’s images and some metal
objects described head-dress and coiffure system
of the women. The stone sculptures seen in simple
head-dress but terracottas have been shown
wearing simple well as elaborated head-dresses.
A female found from Mathura wearing ‘Orhani’
and also a figurine Mathura mother Goddess is
also wearing ‘Orhani’ with double beaded chain.

Besnagar Yakshi is also wearing ‘Orhani’/
Dupatta decorated with beads lining. Similar to
coif/ khoppa like head-dress was also in the
fashion. Mother Goddesses mostly worn this type
of dresses. A dancing girl found from Patna had
been wearing horn like head-dress decorated with
natural rose. Other types of head-dresses variety is
represented by a smiling girl figurine attain from
Bulandibag, Patna.

4. Rosettes / natural roses -

Itis seen that during Maurya period sometimes
head-dresses of women consisting with rosettes.
Rosette was popular feature of mother Goddess of
Mathura terracotta. Generally it was used single
and sometimes consist of four rosettes. A Mathura
terracotta recently found with the head-dress
consisting of rosettes and flower decorated in the
middle. Sometimes coiffure system is used by
females arranging their hair in artistic manner and
decorated with pearls and ornaments. The
Didarganj Yakshi from Patna is example of this.
Some women combed the hair parted in the middle,
covering most part of the forehead and then a
‘Lalatika’ ornament appears in the middle of hair
in the forehead and also sometimes parted hair
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trimmed with beaded ornament and surmounted
with a rosette plaque. The head-dress of mother
Goddess found from Vaishali ring stone declares
that the hair falls in a ‘Choti’ (braid) on the proper
left secured by a clasp resembling Naga-mudra.’
5. Ornaments-

A. Ear ornaments-

During Maurya period ear ornament was
Kundala. Although it was weared by both male
and female. Variety of Kundalas ear ornament
found of stone sculptures and terracottas.

a. Rounded ear ring-

Rounded ear rings were very common among
the women society. Patna and Bombay Yakshas
shows the reflection of ear ring is used by them.

The dancing figure of Bulandibag of Patna had
been wearing two types of ornaments in ears. She
was worn long cup-shaped in the right ear and
rounded ear ornament in the left ear.

b. Ear pendant -

The ear pendant of Lauria Nandangarh
mother Goddess is circular and simple. Opposite
circular ear ornaments of Buxer terracotta looks
like wheel (chakra). S.P. Gupta has interpreted as
cup-shaped ear top with floral pattern. The
Didarganj Yakshini had been represented wearing
coiled/ rounded ear pendant.

That’s why Spooner had said that her ear
ornaments - ‘‘Which are shaped something like an
hourglass or double drum, with the lower member
ending in an inverted cone are extraordinarily
massive and distend the lobe enormously, though
not perhaps to quite Peruvian dimensions’’8. It is
peculiar ear ornaments.

B. Neck ornaments-

There are two types of neck ornaments mention
in the Maurya period. One ornament was short
necklace and other one was long necklace. Many
figurines represented with both types of necklace.
The Mathura terracotta figurine is seen wearing
only one single collar and no long necklace.® Patna
Yaksha had been found wearing one flat torque
close to the neck. Opposite this Parkham Yaksha
had two necklacesm one close to the neck and other
‘Phalakahara’ of triangular shape.!® There are
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many other varieties of necklaces which were very
popular during Maurya period. Flat torque,
Phalakahara, Triratna torque rosettes necklaces,
Pearl necklaces were popular at that time. These
necklaces/ hara/ garlands were popular at Maurya
period.

A Patna female terracotta figurine is wearing a
necklace with a central piece wearing the design
of rosette. Patna Didarganj Yakshi had wearing
pearl necklaces also with three strands of pearls
two lari of which are of substantial length and fall
between both the breast. While the third one which
close to the neck. Also along pearl necklace found
with three oval pendants.!1

There is a place named Ahichchhatra
(31f&=33) where mother Goddess is wearing and
applied collar of two rows and one line of pin head
marks, probably for the pearls passed round the
breast with a vertical string between them.

C. Waist ornaments-

Girdle/ Kamarbandh/ Kardhani are ancient
Indian ornaments for the women since long past.
Basically itis ornaments of female. It is very useful
for beautiness and to keep the lower garments in
the proper shape. There are many types of Mekhala
made of one, two, three or many strings of different
kind of beads and pearls. Daughter of Himalaya
weared Mekhala of munja (variety of grass etc)
when she was doing penance to getting Shiva as
her husband. After wearing Mekhala waist area of
Parvati became red because it may be that munja/
grass may reacted differently with Parvati’s body.12

Didarganj Yakshi is wearing beautiful girdle
of five strands, D.B. Spooner had described
regarding beauty of Didarganj Yakshi. He
mentions that, Yakshini figure wears and elaborate
and highly decorative girdle of five strands, opening
naturally and gracefully over the hips. But gathered
to a single rope infront which passes through two
opposed flaring bell-shaped fasteners disposed at
either side of the central pendant folds.

The girdle/ kamarbandh/ karadhani of the
Besnagar Yakshi is also very elaborate. Besnagar
Yakshi had also worn five stranded girdle, four
strands composed of egg-shaped ribbed beads and
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one strands of circular plaque with floral pattern.!3

Mother Goddess figurine of Lauria
Nandangarh is represented naked but shows the
use of girdle of one string composed of triangular
beads. From Patliputra a female dancer is found
which had worn one lari Mekhala having belt
pendant infront!4. Professor Vasudeva Sharan
Agarwala clarify that it is a Santanaka mekhala.
The mother Goddess figurine of Piprahwa - on
a gold plaque had been wearing and elaborate
girdle/ karadhani of three strings of beads with a
central square clasp.

D. Arm ornaments-

Arm ornaments are also popular in the Maurya
period. Generally this ornaments were worn in the
upper arm was known as armlet (SIS[e¥9). An
ornament worn in the forearm was a bracelet
(Fg) or bangle or churi. The Patna Yaksha has
been wearing the twisted coiled / round the mid
portion of upper arm-shaped like a rope, the spiral
has both its ends treated in the form of lion heads.!3
The Palwal Yaksha (Haryana) had worn a armlet
with tripal vartical projection. These types of armlet
is also seen many times in Bharhut Sculpture.

E. Bangles and kataka or churi-

Bangles and katakas were very common
ornaments. A figurine Yakshini found from
Didarganj, Patna is wearing fourteen or fifteen
bangles. A female torso from Sarnath has worn
only five bangles of cylindrical beads. In Lauria
Nandangarh, a mother Goddess is found which has
wearing five or six bangles seen each hand. The
dancing girl of Bulandibag, Patna is wearing one
heavy kataka. The Bombay Yaksha has wearing
only one wristlet. From Bhir Mound the bangles
of glass, copper, shell, bond etc are excavated.
There of many designsm some are decorated plain
of twisted wire, decorated with simple design and
also some are very heavy. A light weight bangle

for child is also found. Its diameter is 2 inches only.
F. Finger ring-

During Maurya period fingers were worn in
plenty but evidence of it not found. But from Bhir
Mound some finger rings are excavated of 4th -
2nd century BC as Sir John Marshall said. One of
this is made of silver, nine are made of copper, one
is made of iron, one of the lead and one of the
shell. The gold rings are found from Sirkap,
Taxila.l6
G. Foot ornaments-

During this period out of foot ornaments anklets
were also worn by women. This type of ornament
is found on the female figure found from Didargan,;.
This figurine worn very thick anklets. Each thick
anklets one is each leg. The anklet of Yakshi is
very decorative and full of with pearls. The figure
on the gold leaf from Piprahwa has worn the
anklets and rings on her toe. The terracotta female
figurine although doesn’t show the use of these
type of ornaments. But nevertheless it can be said
that these ornaments not used by all women but
such of them may be wealthy women.
Conclusion-

Women were ornaments lover, this is truth.
Million of years took place becoming the present
civil society. The whole era of history many types
of history of ornaments and the history of mankind,
in the Indian subcontinent starting from Indus
civilization to Maurya era and also later era of
Indian history, confirms the story of ornaments and
dresses of the women of Indian subcontinent. Many
excavations coins, seals, inscriptions also describe
the ornaments of women.
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Abstract

This article analyzes the reasoning, goals, and
diplomatic activity that shapes Beijing’s stand on the
Israel-Palestine dispute paying particular attention to
developments after 2023. China pursues a estimated
and instrumental approach, combining each of (1)
supportive diplomatic rhetoric favourable to
Palestinian right; (2) pragmatic Israel bilateral relations
(economic, technological); and (3) emerging mediator
to Arab and Palestinian factions, which all seek to
expand Beijing’s geopolitical reach, and economic
interests, while tightening the screws on the Unites
States engagements in the middle East region. This
includes the more recent initiatives, such as hosting
talks on Palestinian unity in Beijing, the high frequency
of Wang Yi’s statements, votes and comments at the
UN, as well as other initiatives that align with China’s
broader strategies.
Introduction

With just 95 lakh population, and a workforce of
less than 40 lakh, Israel would seem a peculiar partner
for a giant like the People’s Republic of China and its
140 crore populace. Notwithstanding their
demographic differences, these two nations are
complementing each other’s economic, military and
technological needs. Israel has emerged as a leading
nation in the field of Research and Development
(R&D) and Beijing has been named as the top
manufacturer by New York based news agency
Bloomberg News. One of Israel’s noted scientist Avi
Hasson stressed on the importance of how both can
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China’s Strategic Perspective on
the Israel-Palestine Conflict:

Analyzing the Dragon’s
Approach

cooperate and offer to each other, “What China
needs, we can offer. We are a pioneer at innovation
And technology transfer, and China has the capacity
to expand manufacturing sector and beyond.”
China’s Diplomatic Principles and the Middle
East Context

The core principles on which Chinese diplomacy
revolves are “the major country is the key, the
neighbourhood is the primary, the developing countries
are the foundation, and the multilateral is an important
stage”. The Middle East region has only “developing
nations”, the region lacks a great power and PRC’s
immediate neighbourhood too.. For China’s overall
energy security, the Middle East region is crucial. Due
to its energy and political interests in the region,
Beijing cannot avoid the Israel-Palestine issue. The
unprecedented emotional connection with the Palestine
and its Islamic identity, China has to maintain strong
relations with the Arab countries. As a responsible
power, permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council and to elevate its global image,
Beijing as to take its own stand on the issue for both
parties. Although the importance of Palestinian issue
has decreased in the region substantially in last three
decades. Correspondingly, as PR Kumaraswamy
says, you go to at any Middle East nation, ask Them
their 5 priority problems, Israel- Palestine doesn’t
seems to make a cut to any of Them.
China’s Balanced Formula: Moral Support and

Pragmatic Ties
In relation to the Israel-Palestine dispute, Beijing
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forms its pragmatic stance that is “Moral Supremacy
with Palestine, Cooperation Supremacy with Israel”.
The PRC continues to support the Palestinian cause
and its legitimate right of independent state while
simultaneously giving importance to the commercial
relations with Jerusalem. Historically Beijing never had
any dispute with both the conflicting parties. Jews
never experienced any type of discrimination, Arabs
too had good relations with China.

Beijing has consistently supported the Palestinian
people’s righteous struggle. After its formation in1949,
the PRC has backed Arabs. The Bandung Conference
was the defining moment when China decided to back
Palestinian issue. The political support of the Afro-
Asian countries was crucial for Beijing to go ahead
with Palestine. The Middle East region is also vital
for the success of China backed “Belt and Road
Initiative”. There are more than 56 nations which are
members of the “Islamic Cooperation Organization”
which is numerically almost one-fourth of the total
United Nations membership. Terrorism and constant
conflict is one of primary features of this region, it’s
extremely important for Beijing to maintain good
relations with the Arabs to secure its commercial
interests.

Historical Roots: From Kaifeng Jews to PRC
Recognition

China and the Jewish community have enjoyed
cordiality in their relations for centuries. The Kaifeng
province emerged as a centre for Jewish community
in China in its starting phase and formed Kaifeng
Jewish community. These Jews were relocated from
Central Asia and also built their temple or prayer place
known as synagogue in the year of 1163 A.D in
Kaifeng. The ruling Chinese dynasties always treated
Jews with respect and equality who immigrated to
China at any point of time. The prominent Chinese
dynasties including Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing never
discriminated Jews in any manner nor persecuted.

Before the formation of the People’s Republic of
China, only six Middle Eastern countries had official
relations with China or then Taiwan. After a long civil
war, the People’s Republic of China was formed on
I8t October 1949. The Israeli State which was
established just a year before in 1948 formally
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recognized the Mao led PRC in less than 100 days
of'its formation. Israel became the first state in the
region to formally recognize the PRC. Israel’s step of
recognition was based “actual control” of mainland
China by Mao Zedong’s led communist government
and had legal basis too known as “Foremost de jure”.
However, Beijing failed to reciprocate the Israel’s hand
of friendship due to various reasons. The non-relations
continued for more than four decades and finally ended
when on 24 January 1942, the Chinese government
agreed to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel.
[Chen, 2017]

In the initial period, China’s attitude towards
Israel was cool and friendly towards the Palestinians.
Beijing had demonstrated interest and support in
establishing relations with the Arabs. Due to historical
animosity, the Arab nations were not in favour of
establishment of independent state of Israel. They
strongly opposed the state of Israel on their land.
Regardless of Beijing’s cool attitude, Jerusalem tried
to have formal ties with the PRC in 1950. Beijing
focus was on the Korean War during 1950-53 due
to its involvement. To consolidate and acceptance in
the global South, the PRC adopted its stand of going
with the Palestinian issue in the Afro-Asian Conference
in Bandung in April 1955. The Palestine Liberation
Organization was supported by the Communist
government through militarily and financially although
the support was not substantial in its struggle against
Jerusalem. [Shichor, 1980]

Bandung Conference and Mao’s Ideological
Policy

The newly independent African and Asian
countries took a strong stand to support the legitimate
rights of Palestinian Arabs officially and at the same
time black listed Israel and its entry in the Bandung
Conference. The isolated Jerusalem presented a note
to Beijing to establish formal ties with the communist
government. But the Chinese were determined to go
with the Arab support in its new Middle East policy
and under the international political situation. The Arab
countries were superior in numbers and their political
recognition for Beijing was too crucial at that time.
The Mao Zedong’s communist China was inspired
by revolutionary and ideologically in which colonial
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and revisionist powers were strongly opposed. Beijing
was soon rewarded with establishing diplomatic
relations with Egypt, Syria and Yemen just after the
Bandung conference from May-September 1956.
Soon Suez-canal crisis started and led to Egypt’s
invasion by Britain, France and Israel in October
1956. The Chinese government severely condemned
the collaborated attack on Egypt. The Israeli
participation in attack further led to “freezing” of
relations between Beijing and Jerusalem for 20 years.
There was no looking back for the PRC on Israel
and went ahead with the Arab nations.

Although the Chinese side never shied away from
their support to Palestine but they also criticized the
Palestinian’s terrorist activities that was committed at
different time periods. . Beijing also supported the
survival of Israeli state and denounced the Arabs
advocacy of throwing Jews into the Mediterranean
Sea in strong words. [Chen, 2012]

China and Israel relations can be narrowed down
to 4 phases:

Phase I: - A “Friendly State” (1950-55)

Phase II:-The “Imperialist Dagger”(Mid
1950s to Late 1970s)

Phase III: - An “Objective Fact” (Early
1980s to 1989)

Phase IV: - ‘An Important State”(1989 to the
Present) [Han, 1993]

Beginning with recorded contact between a
Chinese delegation and the Israeli pavilion at the Paris
Air Show in 1975, covert military manoeuvre’s
between the Israeli Defence Forces and the People’s
Liberation Army of China ensued. China needed to
make the most of its available resources to help
develop its shattered economy forced China to adopt
aflexible foreign policy after it’s almost 10 years of
Cultural Revolution. Beijing was in search of foreign
investment and technology transfer to give boost to
its developmental process. The “open door policy”
of 1977 was the right call by the Communist
government since then Jewish investments also played
an important role in rapid growth of Chinese economy.
Israel came forward to provide its military, agricultural
and economic help by enhancing Beijing’s
performance. Deng Xiaoping’s arrival as the
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paramount leader of China, gave a new lease of life
to Sino-Israel ties with pragmatic approach. The 1977
visit of Egypt’s President Anwar Sadat to Israel
allowed Beijing to make “timely adjustment in China’s
regional foreign policy”. The PRC was supportive of
Egypt’s peace initiative with Jerusalem.

Egypt and Israel successfully signed the Camp
David Agreement on 17 September 1978. The 12th
Arab League Summit proposed the “Fez Plan” in
September 1982, which for the first time completely
recognized Jerusalem’s right to exist. China was in
favour of Fez plan. The establishment of the State of
Palestine was announced by the Yasser Arafat led
Palestine Liberation Organization in November 1988.
The PLO too recognized Israel right as a state and its
existence through its proposed peace initiatives.
Through these three peace initiatives, the Palestinian
side also agreed to give up on its terrorist activities of
all forms.

Transition to Pragmatism: The 1989 Five-Point
Proposal

China embraced the announcement or peace
initiative of the PLO wholeheartedly. During his visit
to Cairo in September 1989, the Chinese side led by
their Foreign Minister Qian Qichen came with his five-
point peace proposal to resolve the Israel-Palestine
dispute.

1. The conflict in the Middle East must be
resolved politically;

2. The captured Palestinian territories must be
returned to Palestine, the Palestinian people’s rights
must be restored, and Jerusalem’s security must be
protected

3. The Middle East Peace Conference should be
led by the five permanent security members of the
United Nations

4. Various kinds of dialogue should be supported
and participated by the Middle East parties in the
region.

5. Palestine and Israel should recognize each
other. The Israeli side tried their best to end the status
of non-relations between Beijing and Jerusalem.
Israel’s use of various channels to end the stalemate
with Beijing failed. [Chen, 2012]. Beijing came to
realize the reality only when all major powers of the
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Security Council of the United Nations was preparing
for the Madrid Peace Conference. The PRC took
the pragmatic step not to remain alone and establish
full diplomatic ties with Jerusalem in 1992.

Beijing realization to have diplomatic ties with
Jerusalem was also motivated by the fact that the pro-
Jewish lobby has dominated the Washington’s foreign
policy on the Middle East has damaged that policy’s
credibility and created a vacuum. The Chinese side
wanted to fill that vacuum through participation and
perform a big in the Arab-Israeli issue.

Post—Cold War Era and the Oslo Accords

Jerusalem and Palestine finally agreed to have an
agreement on the status of Israel as a state and PLO
as the sole representative of Palestinian people. A deal
was successfully signed by the then Israel’s Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and the PLO led by Yasser
Arafat on 13 September 1993 known as “Oslo
Accord” at the White House. The deal through a
Declaration of Principles (DOP) accepted PLO as
the Palestinian representative by Israel and the PLO
also agreed to renounce terrorist activities. The PLO
in return of its recognition by Jerusalem agreed to
accept Israel’s right to exist as a state. They both
agreed to create a Palestinian Authority to govern West
Bank and Gaza strip for five years. The permanent
status of controversial issues like border, refugees and
Jerusalem should take place later. Noted scholar
Edward Said criticised the deal and termed it as “a
Palestinian Versailles”. According to Said, the
Palestinian side made substantial concessions but
Israel made none. Though Beijing had no role to play
in Oslo accords but it had keen eyes at these events
as the United States President Bill Clinton played a
major role in bringing negotiation to terms. [Burton,
2019]

U.S. Pressure and the Phalcon-Harpy
Controversies

1990s gave 2 setbacks for Israel and China
relations. In 1999, Israel entered into a deal to sell
China four Phalcon worth $1 billion deal. The aircraft
was developed with latest sophisticated technology
as reconnaissance aircraft. The deal gave advantage
to Beijing as the aircraft was able to intercept
intelligence from substantial distance. The interception
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ability was crucial for the PRC in case of conflict
broke out in Taiwan Strait. The Pentagon criticised
the deal and voiced strong objections. Due to
American pressure, the deal was finally cancelled by
Israel in year 2000 and paid compensation to Beijing
319 million US dollar.

In 2004, Jerusalem consented to repair and
upgrade Harpy drones. The unmanned vehicles were
earlier sold to China in the year 1994. Washington
again objected and directed Tel-Aviv with new
directives regarding the transfer of technology to
Beijing. The PRC complained of harsh restrictions
on dual-use technology that is civilian trade too. It
was expected that that the bilateral relation would
suffer due to these failed deals. But Beijing followed
a pragmatic approach on these issues without
hampering bilateral ties with Israel. It kept keen eye
on the events advancing its national interest as guiding
force. [Kumaraswamy, 2005]

Economic Deepening in the 215 Century

In the last phase, China economy has grown to
become 2nd largest global economy since 2000.
Trade figures show that the Middle East has emerged
as an important centre of Beijing’s economic activity
amounting to $7.7bn to the Middle East and North
Africa and imported $10.2bn in the year 2000. These
trade figures has impressively increased to $124bn
and $114bn in the year 2017.

As aresult, trade interactions between Israel and
China are burgeoning and the impressive figures are
testimony of it. The chief of the Israeli Economy
Ministry’s Foreign Trade Administration Ohad Cohen
mentions that, “Bilateral trade with China has
skyrocketed. . .with volume leaping from $50 million
in 1992 to almost $11 billion in 2013. Israel has also
offered China opportunities in the form of
infrastructure projects (e.g. the “Red to Med” railway
and contracts to develop the Ashdod and Haifa ports)
and its hi-tech sector has begun to attract increasing
Chinese interest and investment. Israelis are pleased
to gain access to China’s immeasurable market.

China is looking to restructure its economy, so it
requires assistance primarily in preventing
desertification, refining water desalination, improving
agricultural capacities, and integrating high- tech into
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the economy. This is where Israel, the “Start-Up
Nation,” shows up. [Tepper, 2015]

Israel’s Council for Higher Education began
allocated hundreds of scholarships in 2011 for
Chinese collegiate students in hopes that more
Chinese will pursue higher education in Israel. In
2012, Carice Witte, the founder and executive
director of SIGNAL (Sino-Israel Global Network
& Academic Leadership), an institute devoted to
strengthening ties between the two countries, observed
Academic cooperation continues to grow, with
Chinese students studying in Israel, Israel Studies
programs developing in China, and Israeli and Chinese
universities expanding their collaboration. In addition,
Tel Aviv University (TAU) and Tsinghua University in
Beijing signed a bilateral agreement to jointly invest
$300 million to establish the XIN Centre for scientific
cooperation exchange andin May 2013, Chinese
President and Premier both met with Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas and Isracl PM Netanyahu both.
Abbas said he would urge the Chinese leadership “to
use its relationship with Israel to remove the obstacles
that obstruct the Palestinian economy”. The Foreign
Ministry also made a statement that it would be willing
to help set up a meeting between Abbas and
Netanyahu if they want to.

Economically, most of the collaboration is likely
to materialize in the backdrop of China’s dream
project, the “New Silk Road.” The plan, also called
“One Belt, One Road,” is destined to create an
infrastructure for land and maritime routes across Asia,
Africa, Europe, and their adjacent seas.

The Belt and Road Initiative and Israel’s
Strategic Role

The Chinese government, in March 2015
emphasized that the “New Silk Road” will “change
the world’s political and economic landscape through
development to countries along the routes. It came
as no surprise, that the China Harbor Engineering
Company is building a new port in the city of Ashdod,
Southern Israel. The plan is to link the port into the
“New Silk Road” by off-loading goods at the Red
Sea port of Eilat, taking them by train to the
Mediterranean port of Ashdod, and then sending them
on to Europe. Another Chinese firm is bidding for the
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contract to build the Eilat-Ashdod railroad. Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank, which was China’s
proposal to the world is part of the larger strategy.
China’s bulk investment in infrastructure is aimed at
increasing the country’s economic strength and its
international market presence.

Israel was one of the 51 original signatories of
the Beijing led AIIB. On top of that, both the nations
are thinking of signing a free trade agreement in the
Next few years, and Israel hopes to increase Chinese
tourism (already up by 30%) Through direct flights
between Beijing and Tel Aviv—expected to be
announced soon by cancelling visa requirements. As
anation that boasts 22% of the world’s population,
but just 7% of the world’s Arable land, is still figuring
out to develop a sustainable agriculture sector to

Efficiently maximize output and to develop a
proficient water purification and Reclamation
apparatus remains a pressing concern for China. A
study published in The Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences highlighted that Chinese
Agriculture accounts for around 65% of all water used
in China, with significant Waste due to inefficient
farming practices. The report further stated that “fast
socioeconomic development, rapid urbanization and
climate change, along with Very limited water
resources and arable land per capita” presented China
with “a Grave situation to sustainable agriculture”. This
dilemma has been aggravated by Uncontrolled
pollution, desertification that has besieged 30% of the
country, and a Massive urbanization movement in
which some 10 million rural residents are Relocating
to China’s 850 cities annually. In 2012, Israel signed
a $300 million deal With China to export Israeli water
technology that will improve agricultural Efficiency in
China. [Poulin, 2014]

Xi Jinping’s Four-Point Peace Proposal (2017)

During his meeting with President Abbas of
Palestine In July 2017, Chinese President Xi Jinping
presented a new four-point proposal. First, we must
vigorously Advance the political settlement based on
the “two-state solution.” China had at Times resolutely
supported the “two-state cause” and the establishment
ofafully

Sovereign, independent State of Palestine based
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on the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.
It will, as always, play a constructive role in resolving
the Palestinian issue. Second, adhere to a common,
comprehensive, cooperative and Sustainable
security,” a supportive role to be played by the
international community and the integration of peace
and development. China calls for the effective
Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution
2334, ceases all settlement Activities in the occupied
territories immediately, resume peace talks and take
Measures to prevent violence against civilians
immediately. Third, further coordinate the efforts of
the international community to strengthen and promote
Synergy. China is willing to join and support all efforts
that are conducive to the political settlement of the
Palestinian issue. It is planned to hold a Palestine-
Israel peace symposium so as to provide new ideas
for solving the Palestinian issue. Fourth, adopt a
comprehensive policy to promote peace through
development. While advancing political negotiations,
we should attach great importance to development
issues and promote Palestine-Israel cooperation.
China regards both Israel and Palestine as important
partners in the “Belt and Road Initiative’” and is willing
to carry out mutually beneficial cooperation in the
spirit of “peace through development” to support the
accelerated development of Palestine continually.
China proposes to launch a three-party dialogue
channel with Israel and Palestine to coordinate and
promote key projects for aiding Palestine. [Chen,
2017]China’s efforts to position itself as a
peacemaker is part of a larger strategy, embedded in
its Global Security Initiative, to present China as a
leading global actor. “China’s current mediation push
seems to be largely a reflection of its geopolitical
competition with the United States and its ambition
to expand its global influence at the expense of the
West”, says a 2023 report Mercator Institute for China
Studies.
The 2023 Hamas—Israel Conflict: A Turning Point
Since the Hamas attack on Israel on October 7,
2023, China has not pursued an arbiter role, instead
it has sided firmly with Palestine while frequently
condemning Israel and the US. Consciously, it did
not blame Hamas for the attack and has seemingly
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made the ‘one man’s terrorist is another man’s
freedom fighter’ argument; during International Court
of Justice hearings Ma Xinmin, a legal advisor for the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, supported
Palestine that Palestinian acts of violence against
Israelis are a legitimate “use of force to resist foreign
oppression and to complete the establishment of the
Palestinian state. “This stand makes China look very
transactional and self-interested in the region, rather
than a responsible extra- regional power with
substantial Middle East influence. [Fulton, 2024]

In fine, looking at all the arguments, we can’t deny
the fact that China is a relative newcomer to Middle
East political diplomacy, it is merely an economic actor
in the region, and despite its special envoys,
cooperation forums, and strategic partnerships, it does
not have the depth of regional specialization that the
US or some European countries have, given their
long-established interest in the region. With respect
to the Israel-Palestinian conflict, “constructive
participation strategy” entails two types of involvement
by the Chinese, not necessarily by the government
only, but also by businesses and NGOs. The first type
of involvement would be the act of participating
instead of only making word statements on occasion,
such as in the UN or during routine meetings with the
area’s leaders. The second element of involvement
would need to be constructive, i.e., contributing to
the development of the region. Whether it is settlement
issues or the Palestinian refugee issue.

Conclusion

China’s approach to the Israel-Palestine conflict
showcases both the opportunities and challenges of
China’s approach to global engagement. Beijing’s
methods and strategies remain multi-layered and
hyper-symbolic regarding realism, constructivism,
world-system theory, multipolarity, soft power, and
even Chinese IR theory. From the paradigm of realism,
the balancing act of Israeli partnerships and Palestinian
solidarity is visually breath-taking. How constructivism
clearly initiates the design and implementation of the
‘champion of the global south’ identity. From world-
system’s perspective, the dual engagement is relative
to the overarching global hierarchy. Multipolarity
frames the engagement relative to the diminishing US
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hegemony. Soft power deals with the hegemony in its
attraction and legitimizing, while IR of China theory
adds the civility narrative to disembed from the
Western paradigm.

Ultimately, China’s angle on the Israel-Palestine
conflict should be read less as a bid for direct mediation
and more as an exercise in narrative power—the ability
to shape perceptions, reframe norms, and position
itself as an alternative voice in global governance. In
this sense, Beijing’s role is not to resolve the conflict

in the immediate term but to gradually accumulate
symbolic capital that enhances its legitimacy as a
multipolar power. The case of Israel-Palestine thus
offers a window into the broader dynamics of China’s
rise: a global actor navigating the contradictions of
power, identity, and order-making, seeking to redefine
the terms of international engagement while remaining
constrained by its own strategic caution.
Department of East Asian Studies
University of Delhi

References:

Books

» Eisenberg, Laura Zittrain and Neil Caplan.
(2015). *Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace, Second
Edition Patterns, Problems, Possibilities.*
Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

e Kamrava, Mehran, James Reardon-Anderson
and Stephen Blank.(2018).*The Red Star And
the Crescent: China and the Middle East.*

* Kumaraswamy, P.R. (2020). *China and the
Middle East: The Quest for Influence. Palgrave
Macmillan.*

* Kumaraswamy, P.R. (2009). *The A to Z of the
Arab-Israeli Conflict.*Lanham, MD: Scarecrow
Press.

* Kumaraswamy, P. R. (2009). *One State, Two
States Resolving the Isra el/Palestine Conflict.*
New Haven: Yale University Press.

*  Morris, Benny. (1948)* A History of the First
Arab-Israeli War*. Yale University Press, 2008.

e Orion, A., & Lavi, G. (2019). Israel-China
Relations: Opportunities and Challenges.
Jerusalem: Institute for National Security
Studies.Pappe, Ilan. (1999).*The Israel/Palestine
Question.*New York: Routledge.

»  Shichor, Yitzhak. (1980). *The Middle East in
China’s Foreign Policy 1949 -1977.
*Cambridge: Harvard University Press.Chapter
in an Edited Volume

* Rajiv, S. Samuel C.(2017).”Israel-China Ties at
25: The Limited Partnership.”Pages 413-431.

Article in the journal

* Abd el-Hafeez Muhammad, Alaa. (2014).
“Chinese Policy on the Arab-Israeli Conflict.”

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

*Journal of Middle East Studies,* 42(3), 345-
367.

*  Burton, Guy.(2019).”China and the Palestinian-
Israeli Conflict.” * Asian Affairs, *39(2), 215-
234.

* Chen, Yiyi. (2012). “China’s Relationship with
Israel, Opportunities and Challenges,
Perspectives from China.” *Israel Studies,*
17(3), 1-21.

* Chen, Yang.(2017).”China’s Position on the
Palestine-Israel Issue: A Historical Perspective.”
*Journal of Chinese Studies,*17(2),123-145.

»  Forough, Mohammadbagher. (2023). “The 2023
Israeli—Palestinian War: A Gift to China.” *Journal
of International Affairs, *30(4),567-589.

* Gai Ran. (2015). “Religion and Realism in
International Law: China’s Perspective on The
Israeli- Palestinian Conflict.” *Chinese Journal of
International Law,* 8(1), 67-89.

* Han, Xiaoxing.(2011).”Sino- Israeli
Relations.”*China Quarterly,*128(4),521-543.

* Hilali,A.Z. (2003). “China and the Middle East:
The Quest for Influence.” *Journal of Third World
Studies,* 20(1), 227-230.

* Kumaraswamy, P.R. “China and Israel:
Normalisation and After.” *Isracl Affairs,* 26(2),
234- 256.

*  Kumaraswamy, P.R. “Israel- China Relations and
the Phalcon Controversy.”*Journal Of Asian
Security and International Affairs,* 15(3), 456-
478.

*  Kumaraswamy, P.R. “The Military Dimension of
Israel—China Relations.” *Strategic Studies
Quarterly,* 38(4), 789-807.

Global Thought * October 2025 28



Shichor, Yitzhak. (2015). “Chinese-Israeli
Relations in a Middle Eastern Context: Retrospect
and Prospects.” *Mediterranean Quarterly,*
26(1), 137-151.

Tjong- Alvares, Binyamin. (2013).”The
Geography of Sino-Israeli Relations.”
*Geopolitics,*22(1), 145-167.

Newspaper Article

Netanyahu and Abbas in separate China
visits(2013)
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/5/6/
netanyahu-and-abbas-in-separate-chinavisits
Pro-Palestine or a trend? China’s stance on Israel-
Hamas war splits opinion(2023)
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/24/
pro-palestinian-or-following-trendschinas-
stance-on- israel-hamas-war

Internet Documents

Poulin, GN. (2014,). Pacific Money: Sino-Israeli
economic  Ties  blossominghttps://
thediplomat.com/2014/12/sino-israeli-economic-
tiesblossoming/

Rumley, G., & Redlich, R. (2024). Tracking
Chinese Statements on the Hamaslsrael Conflict
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/tracking-chinesestatements-hamas-
israel- conflict Government Publication

Xi calls for Middle East talks (2013), China Daily
http://ir.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/dtxw/201305
t20130508 1893992.htm

24 TS gie © M 2025

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



&wm@a%mﬁwﬁmﬁi
dfesh I =afh & =t fmafo iR e =+t
T 1 STER | feek 58 ufshen &1 4 gHER
T 138 7R AT FUR 9O TE B § Ud
off e 9gd % dre = oo § fhq foers =1
Sufeafd eAR Sfeq § aga sTefied et 71 fiees
37T & T 1 SYeR & off =TT Toit foan T § =it

e GEE & foIehTd &1 S iar B |

e ferereR T ST HTS B SHIN ¥ & I T
T FE 3 'TE FEA T, IS e’ FEd g, FE
‘e’ hEdt B RIS 31eATae | A1 IR el §
3 Tt vIs8 T U AT k1 fofa w3 € S 9efi Al
I a1 &, = T § iR fSweht dnem fore o
11 U2 & Afersq w1 AT HT B 1 TS 1 I

IR T Tga 1 AW off g TE & S g 1 HER
FT & Ufh © -

HTE ARG JI Te, e A 94 |

SfTer e o1, Mfeg T2 s’

T I A T a7 o1 38 shaa oF Wit
BT U A H ST TS o ST STeR
T & 96 T 5 1 ¥rersh yoriora s fanfer &
Sted & WY B wd | faeneff & eR <w
faed g, U9 Afoea o YRl i SNTeR e & g
H 2 Tl T ATy & T e Sl © o 3 3T
forsai on1 Sfer T 2, SR ARTesi[ Y, TE e
fasrfaa sAm & fau 3% Weaifed 2| foeew &
faenfelai =1 39 iferet sQ € foh 3 3710 291 W@
T & A § AMRH & Tob | 1een &1 woI=
TS 3R ee fmio it gfsmar § 4 ¥ | 98 Saa
T 1 e 7, aifeeh Hed, Afashar 3Tk Trenfaes
=T k1 Tmtar of | SreSTeh TEEdn St T &
fou frerer TAM, iESar @R HaG & GEhid i
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24 €, Tk wiaeiiel a2 & fmior # e <9 1
foreneff TS 1 Gad 9t WU § IR AW S
i a1 gfaffae s € | g fmior § faeneff @
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SRR e a9 B | ek e gt &1 @ 5
el o1 AR A §, AT a1 & Heleq IR Afaah
A1 € 1§ § wifa & fo fran eifemd €9 9
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Teacher effects eternity, he can never tell, where is

his influence stop. '
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ST Feha B

T Rt e w1 ST 96 ¥ € gem )
Tty =g ffy=a & & 9o § 7% 9 fovay e €
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Tyt forea o1 Te quH Hifecd 7 12 fret 1 waifire
Y@ 389 B & Afas 9 1 fmto S g

Teqd foren, @t wgHg, dfcw Ted, =i
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AW 9, o9 foaR T TR =l Bl o Siad |
ol ST o iR SRt S TR o g |4
THIfTT TTeehel umedt k1 forshre gr=iia v ferean
e o1 fasfad o & fag fean mn on sef

SOEM, I§ Hell SY SHaraant giereo sE Sl
fo@m s & 17

TESRH ITEIT WUTTE & 0T
I TERe TRTe YUl o794 T i Fdq=
ferem @ WgwT 3@ AT 3T ufefeufaan,

Tl fomnfeli #1 Toh-TE 1t ST I Wt

SIS, THTeIeTi TR Tehietedi <l 99 ol
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T Sfied & faT quiey § eI st off 15 Bl
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s frefafed 1o T g6 9= o =t faren
oIt # off TR 3 <A1 =S | [eehal § F1ef i =
Tz e e, 519 T el Sidn o1, Sifsh H:37eh
T ST o1 | TeeRet H B 1 3T STETIAHAN Sy
ofIe, 9%, 3TE 31fe &t Faen off f.:37e® ardt
off | 98 = TS, o1 o | 9 g, fuem qen

qqcd, WASHdr, ArcH- A d, geTeitadr,
MMM, WRIYHR SE I IOl 1 ¥1en & gr
forenT™l fehalm ST o1 | 3 T[UiT <1 fahTH Shdeh 151 ol
3T R H qui e < St off 98 3 1T
T i o &t e 1 faerd 2 e qen 9%

TTEE &0 G T BIT 1 | 37181 R qen fowa & 1=
291 H 1 :31oek foren SueTsy o & wg Tk Ffvea =R
Toh & | Teehal ToTe gumett | foeneft § a7 s1dam i
St off foR 3 TR Wi e O A & 9 w9
IS ol ST T TR 39 i § STeTe 7 9 | TekIs ™

3T ITETIE i Hell-wifa Twer e | Teha o
Torem =1 U 3eT B H ISR WieT foehfEd
ek I8 GATI AR M ot B o | 576l B i
Toreqr qul €1 Sl off q@ 3 TR ST & AT ad
I fagoraresi &1 se huEn s of, fSeE f6 9
3T TIRETE & AR ST Sl THS Y
e 9 U & H0 F quf 9§ 9 o ¥
sifafer TR, SH-gfedi st Ferar, T Jar, ordr-
T = A ont Hean oIfe 1l off B 1 faen s
96

o 18T 1 forRTod o &9 H U o JHttsieh
TR o1 WU q GOR i ot snfa foean <
Herd © | 39 9 B o1 18T o gR1 &R o1 qul
A S I & 9% Tk die | gEd Wi ae
Arhfas fau@a &1 3T dgM &1 o fha S
o1 | Tore Txenedi w1 Sl S bl SHifdeht & fag ot
TR KT FA A1 | e fren ugfa # o 7w =
S Hehal | A el § off B R 3194 A1t sad
1 A& ©Y F I o oIt 3% A= 9 I8

fohar ST o1 | i, qgare, sgedr, fafher,
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foren & e1famd fawa 91 o gOR <01 § S forem
o ISR TR e A fean e § Wy g% Sgusia
Tt ¥, 7% forem s 1 Wik, wmife wd
amefeer <A1 gell o1 foehra e o |

JRa § faferfeeerior &1 stRey Afesh w1t # gon
o | 7% 91 I § foh IR Ifcs wer § @1 =
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ek it T BT 3 UgrE & |-y 31 faferi
TY, ST, faar-fauet snfe & fas &
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R TR et e T o | 3 @ ST Feifoe & 9
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7% faferdl =1 o< 1w off © IR whem ww ) &H
ST FANT SATITIHATEAR AT AMeq | Afgeh Hret
T TR 1 S ST HoR Bl o1 | q&1 T8
3R forg 37 FeR frodt 1 9o of A 91 39
el H 7% 9gd STIRMEH 8 3 9, Wy & 9 rm 9
off 7% 37U& TEd 9 foh 98 ff ARMEA H R ®
Sfta &1 R W Hien gure qear o | e st
& 3MeSl oMeR-faer iR sTem-fa=m wfmfaa 91
TE &1 qEE g oft 3feq =aer s8R 3feq
IMMR-foeR &1 9o #a 91" 1% SR forsr S

39 Ugfd & gRI =9 1 Y99 UhR BT 41| 39
TR 9 T4l & AHfEe St | 9Radd eidr o |
a8 Seed Sied Hl qul §9 9§ WIHR Hh TH
TAtHd Sited sid 9| fafHa €9 9 99 315 g
STH Soa GERI 1 T Sran an | fran g 39
gIEdA GURIE Bl o1 | 39 9ERE § 7% s @
e S | YA I i ST od 1 3R 3%
hded T 1 SURYT od 9| TS & 9HF | TR
feramer yeomn ol Tt | feord ¥1 SR W wR ¥,
3R =l yguw o 1 afe faemer =t % yomet
3R fe=ml 1 TEhR YoM Ud Yo SHIa oA
S e @ R foren § guR gvve ¥

e e HuTTett & g

Sfger hret =t Ten yomelt § ToF 1 AR 7
TR 9% QU1 ®9 9 e & TR § off | s1eriq foram
1 AferRR fFD 3, o f¥1en 1 gher 3, I8
ol 7% o1 o= 2rar o | fSeeRt 9o g ge fR
IS G TEy foenfad =&l &1 Teht | 514 f¥rem a1
T TRt &l 81 Tent | TR S f21em <l areran
TEi fet | Safer oTel wRa & -y foeed & o
foren & M oo U § | R o wed ot sfa
Td Y Tt Td G&Y i T7e o1 99 ST U
T | Ak Tt | TeRel i T 1 h1E (Av=d FTeH
T 1| TERe i T 1 |ieF fasn, T weeyo
LA o7 | I TS, HRST 3R & &N bl a1 W
R Tt off | 96 HRw T T 39 e § [eed &t
feafq sifa <o ot 12 30 = § 9eft = faan
A ST 9| B fagHi A e fran a rama &
Teh 1 TERell i Hawl Ju ®9 9§ Tl off iR

qIeT SieH S i 9 | T 91 I8 § o 3T
w1 frem STr=Ror g 2 < ST WeRd § | ST e
Ife & A o grm a« € s ST W
T |

Sfeeh el H TeeRel Yhid S GO g # fror
B 9| Tl T TRl foehe W B o W g
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e gaewsia €1

Sfeeh shrei foren o gur of | 39w § o,
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IR foren & &7 § 39 W Te Aferes 9o fegan S
o | faenelt st wed stferes wifth o & e @R o
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391 et T iR enfier w9 § 9g T o 9 g
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fawm@ & Tam W difqs fawm & fau eifas
JITRIA € | W SASeIhdl 39 91 i § fh AT &

R -foam o a0 W 9, o 3iR a1 are
F | IW AfHk HTA § 6 I AR BT AEH
T T Teehetl B ot o1 UTe & ST o
S o | e sl By e & ARl iR e
FHORAT § AFA S ot |"7 Saifer ada foren # 39
o frdi & fore s 21 7, 7 frat 7% &t o7t
U &Y F IeH F €, SR 7 & ST H w2
dfceh Weh Tq aTaeRy § &4 W A & fgan
ST § W 39 TS aareRl & gy ot 3@
ST Hhd € | 3T WAl SR ST H Her e
T ATIYTRAT ¢ | dfeh wTa ° w9 forem &0
gy faenfad T2 s o1 | S| Afes wre H 3=

ISR, WTshfdes, efeaferss =i qell & o ©
i €9 9 I a1 ST | [ERa i e # IR
9 & Ui 79 gfte feems <t § Safd TeRa & o
3T TR = L 9 g e Wi & &g IR
97 1 S TR hrdl Tl Taal o 12! a&qa: 3=d o
% B e 18T & T WA o HRO 3TH RN
99 & Yid 29 g 1 918 Tod o1 W&l o | [oehal
foren & oy § AU fo=Rl o1 3TeR fohan Sman o |
T Fren o W hf=a B T, 9E wdd fa=mi @
37919 B T | enfes et # foret e el W favera
FHIAT HiSA B T TH HRO sigfavargl qen
wigaredl 1 3&d Tl Sl TS i 3H1d & Ay

o ol fRrferd R IR SR 1 e | Sfea @
S 3187 A1 faUEt e 911 T 9RA & Qg-91g
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Toem) o ST TR e o | 3E et 1 FaE
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T foie foRan | 36 YhR TEhd AT 1R FHHeRUS
R Hf5d Teka fren o s & fauw @@= &
TE | TR fae el & SMER W @ 1 Hehell § R
Sfeh 1t bt Foren TSt i Ay IR afifefa
% TR 7 o Tt iR ¥R-oR quiden wura @
TS | 3R T Q6 i G i 394 GUR fohan ST
@ oA fearfa # Teeeta e 1 T AU 9 |
ST Bl |

et

A SN I o foweiool & YR W I8 Thal S
qehdl § foh TERa HITSt IR Ui YR e
foren ugfa waa forem dwomd 7€ of, afew o
siufrafites & #§ wRdE ifmd iR dnfas
SR o FYRE HIEAH 9 | WH ggHe iR o
TSt 1 I% JAE Fehrel o6t firen ugfa & sew
T we et faened Tet dT o, S 7 o Aftdsh
=1 fofera =, sfess ot iR =9 &1 off e
F| U faaeE ¥ I8 e g ¥ fw afew
TeehRel YUTeH 379 Fel &Y H TR i, STemeA,

e SR Hfaeq et dfareh Srrerer & fou s sTeel
Tiee T HI & | T, 9 Yomedt st dransti ot
T TET hi S Tehdll | IR Afgeh el § g4
qHTISTeh HehiotaT, Sif 31R ST i fre § 9=, 31k
wa faen W A SR 39 Taq 1 SR o |
SMYfTeR TRt Jedi o dey |, Frer &1 s1fer
ot forferse et =1 oof oo Eifira &1 T i Hera,
IR 7 & A o AT G oI T IUST hi
ST ehdl §1 A a9 Uigyd #, g6 (WO &R
SMhal’ & o T & oo gH=d’ H1 °n
STIAT BT | TRt Ui o YMead Hodi— i Hfdeh
foren, e Sfte, SR T5- T stcferdr— 1 sy
Toren =1 SfAeRan, Aifehehdn X THTERN @9 & Y
Tehihd i hi ATl § | a4 79 Tk Tt foram
e k1 9T ST Gehil S dehieh] &9 T TaH
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TR JerHIeTE hd THARTHHEE R Hiedi-
Y § e T T T, e I 1 ey ST,
TR 3TR A Hikehfaes M &R W =% Sl g |
T I% ¥ foh JoreiieT® & TH 1 3 YR § A1 0T ?

THERETE & 9

T St g1 e qEeiaay g’ & gReya
% HTHehi h1 holcl WTE B I5 Tel hidl difceh 37eh
AT e, WHTSTeh a2 Saelieh Sitad | o} S
ARTERE I T | Toh Ul HTERIie Siad & e
% THS U TH UL A FERI el o AT, TR,

Y I99 1 IW THEE &, afcsh gardl-gie &
THodE] TRy S 99ge | Hfed €1\ § 1
TR o7& 1 AR ®9 ot § 2R clishsiiad # =or
oTel Teh 3Teel 7 ot | =8 Sl fafa & ame &
T ! TeSIahTE ol € 1 ¢ STR=iad e’ aes
TG 1 Gl JiArTe ¥ | STH ollsh G&hid &1 geTeh
w2 ®Y 9 fewrE gedl ¥ | 9rTsies ®9 9, TsiHiden
9§ A1 TR oH F gre 9 ol 1 b iedehid
w0 gl IR TEiell § T w9 § feEE vear ¥

qmIfSIeh SR TeiHfdes sied o1 fa=1 aftfeafaa &
e et Tenfud foren ¥ 1 qoriie™ St A S &
T3l i 9IS & HIfHe &1 9 Sh{ T— =1 98 TRaR
& el S TRAT-TET B A R e & fafy=
T & TOR TEERE] i HATRT B A1 YSigH Fwae
TSl & A B | THERTHHE H i Siem sqagen
Teh ST THIS Te TSF hi ] gl 91 STERon
A 7 2R IO T F Syae iR FeRfiiE ¥
‘THERETE’ § SAreTtad e oaew, eyt

qerdl = 1519 e <h1 791 o f¥rel St o Afedsh 9
3 g | YRA wifgcd sl e areldt i ek
TSI T FAU S T | Ak 7 § off

IR, THIS, 3TER 5T ohi sheddl, Ta% giamea
T 7 B AT TE @RS ¢ st &
ek SR I & THoF & horaey * ¢ THaid-

forar Tir/areldt o6t == 2AfdeR o ¥ 1 hen WReTR
T off sen w1 gAUR o St w1 & SR W R
TETeRfa gerdie ‘ot TraEfaaa’ # foed € fF
fohd YR THERA 1 3T Tge f¥re gry 2 €,
S8 & AT qreldt b g §—

by fr= =8 afia garen |

TgR Fa HR IAfE oA i

org fa swrrgfefe S

TH 9T SAfesh it o 1l
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FHRY & BT foh 3 Y- Ivore g w1 R T H
=gd IRl 9 e fe ¥ 1 R TR w1 sy
FA T | JAH AGH -l Hl AT G-
Had-379d, T1 & -9 S A A a6
T I IS A §, FTh e STTAR THE ST &
- 7 | qad iR St I & fju-we faarg
I AT T Hed o—' TG TG Afe g 9’
3R 79 foarg 9 3R ‘I’ T R s1feE Hew <9
THARAHTH o TH - e a1 7T

Y ¥ T & 9T Td s3ad 9 & o
H fora-wdt gae #1 Aeayel TE 8 AREeH-
TR GaTE 1 3TET 39 kT H Bl ¥ fob 7y 1o
S fore gRT 9 S 91 @¥R SR gF 1 S Si fove
A PRI THE A TH & TH? 30 W
AR 3 a% fra-uredt Farg s §, o
forg-ureiet & Hg 1 FaRw & T

H T W a9 FAN |

fiwg & =fa fafea sam

TR foE g@ <R3 1w |

I3 Y T 16 |1 112

9y 91z T foh TR hI3 Sife Sa gl |

UM ot I8 heg (oeieh foramd 112

e | fRra St A ured § e qRIive-Tee
TS T A A B | STl TH BT ARTareT’ H e @
TS 3% YA W T<E H ¢ a1 Hh yEIfve
SO Sf5- I STTIR ST TehT T THIEH FHId % |
TFY &1 7S Fag gorde™ St oIk 3 & &

TR T=d ¢ | for 3 39 g« § qrseh] &l 37E ld ©
&

JAfe I wHen g AfE 2L |

S =S &1 g T

HAT 3Tellfoheh GAfE & 71 |

e 3RS Sife 319 St It

gt 79 FHesli | TH & ST I THE 3egd i
T HER HT & h TGN HEAT q1 TG0 T 7 |
THE % W 1 3e9d ot F@ T | 7Y & T A
el YT §U 39 € | o WILRO A5 %1 a8 U ©,
3@ T €, TRAT Tea=1 1 TR 21 § wifeha
TR TAHIQH ST I8 hgeht TH 1 AT ©eH
T 20 ¥ fop 10 @ WA W B9 T e W
Sefeh arEfasdl 98 ® fF 9 & (IW) /e ¥
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Research Paper

Dr. Ranjan Singh Yadav

Abstract

India’s journey in governance and administration
has been a delicate balance between tradition and
modernity. Historically, India’s administrative
framework was deeply rooted in its traditional
systems, drawing from a rich heritage of local
governance, as seen in the panchayats and other
indigenous institutions. These systems, while effective
in their context, were limited in scope, often focusing
on local or regional issues rather than the broader
national concerns. With the advent of British colonial
rule, India inherited a more centralized and formal
administrative structure. This introduced modern
bureaucratic practices, legal frameworks, and
infrastructure development, laying the foundation for
the contemporary administrative system. However,
the challenge for post-independence India was to
integrate these modern structures with its traditional
values and social fabric.

The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, sought
to merge these aspects by establishing a federal
system that respects local governance while
promoting a strong central authority. The introduction
of reforms such as the Panchayati Raj system aimed
to empower local bodies, ensuring that traditional
practices of self-governance could coexist with
modern administrative frameworks.

In recent decades, India’s governance has
increasingly embraced technology and innovation,
further pushing the boundaries of modernization.
Initiatives like the Digital India campaign, the
implementation of Aadhar for identification, and the
push for e-governance are testament to India’s
commitment to integrating modernity into its
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administrative practices. However, the challenge
remains in ensuring that these modern practices are
accessible and effective across diverse socio-
economic groups, particularly in rural and marginalized
areas.

India’s administration reflects a hybrid model
where traditional governance structures have been
preserved and modernized to address the
complexities of a rapidly evolving nation. The ongoing
task for India is to continue harmonizing these
elements, ensuring governance that is both inclusive
and forward-looking.

Introduction

India’s administrative practices have undergone
aprofound transformation over the centuries, evolving
from ancient traditional frameworks to modern
systems that leverage technology and innovation. The
history of governance in India can be traced back to
ancient times, where highly organized and centralized
systems were employed in empires such as the
Maurya and Gupta dynasties. The Mughals further
developed a complex administrative structure, which
later influenced British colonial rule. Under British
governance, India saw the establishment of
bureaucratic institutions that laid the groundwork for
modern administration. Post-independence, the
Indian government adopted a federal structure with a
focus on democracy and decentralization.

Effective administration has always played a
crucial role in governance, ensuring the
implementation of policies, maintaining law and order,
and delivering public services. It acts as the backbone
of governance, enabling both the government and its
citizens to interact within an organized framework.
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Over time, the focus has shifted from rigid, hierarchical
models to more flexible and citizen-centric appro-
aches, with technology now playing a key role in
enhancing transparency, efficiency, and accountability.

This paper aims to explore the evolution of India’s
administrative system from ancient times to the present
day and assess its impact on the nation’s governance
structures. By examining the major changes and key
innovations in the administrative practices, we can
better understand how they have shaped India’s
current governance framework.

India’s governance system has evolved
significantly from traditional frameworks to amodern,
technology-driven system, improving efficiency and
accountability. This evolution highlights the interplay
between historical legacies and contemporary
innovations, shaping a more responsive and inclusive
governance model.

Traditional Administration and Governance in
India

India has a long history of organized governance
and administration, evolving through various periods
from ancient times to the medieval era. Below is an
overview of governance during the Vedic period,
Maurya dynasty, Gupta Empire, and the Mughal
Empire.

Ancient India’s Administrative Structures
Vedic Period (1500-500 BCE)

The Vedic period saw the beginnings of
administrative structures in India, based on tribal and
familial governance.

Role of the King: Kings were considered the
ultimate authority, called Rajan, often chosen by the
tribal assemblies (Sabha and Samiti). The king’s
primary duty was to protect the tribe, ensure justice,
and preside over religious rituals.

Ministers and Priests: Priests, or Purohitas,
held great influence and advised kings on matters of
governance and spirituality. The Senani led the military
forces, and the Gramani governed villages.

Justice and Law: The king was the chiefjustice,
but tribal assemblies played a significant role in the
administration of justice. Vedic law was heavily
influenced by religious principles, with the Dharma
guiding legal proceedings.

Maurya Dynasty (322-185 BCE)

Under the Maurya dynasty, particularly during the

reign of Chandragupta Maurya and his advisor
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Chanakya (Kautilya), India saw one of its most
sophisticated and centralized forms of administration.

Arthashastra by Chanakya: Arthashastra, a
political treatise attributed to Chanakya, laid out
principles of governance, economics, warfare,
diplomacy, and military strategy. It emphasized the
importance of a well-organized bureaucracy and
espionage network.

Role of the King: The king was seen as the
absolute ruler but bound by the principles of statecraft
to maintain order and prosperity.

Ministers: The king was assisted by a council
of ministers (Mantriparishad), with each minister
overseeing different portfolios like finance, war,
agriculture, and justice.

Land Revenue: Land revenue was the primary
source of income for the state, often constituting a
percentage of agricultural produce.

Justice System: The Mauryan justice system
was rigorous, with laws covering various aspects of
crime and punishment. The Rajuka (officer)
administered justice at local levels.

Gupta Empire (320-550 CE)

The Gupta Empire, particularly under
Chandragupta I and Samudragupta, refined the
administrative machinery of ancient India, combining
centralization with regional autonomy.

Role of the King: The king was regarded as a
divine figure, governing with the aid of ministers. The
title Chakravartin (universal ruler) signified the
emperor’s extensive powers.

Ministers and Bureaucracy: The administrative
system was decentralized, with local rulers and
provincial governors (Uparikas and Vishayapatis)
enjoying considerable autonomy. However, the center
retained oversight of critical functions like defence and
taxation.

Revenue System: Land revenue remained the
major source of income, with the land divided into
categories based on fertility. Taxation was moderate
compared to the Mauryan era.

Justice: The Gupta period saw the codification
of laws influenced by Dharma Shastras and custom.
The king acted as the supreme judge, but local courts
(Kulika) handled everyday disputes.

Medieval Period: Mughal Administration
Mughal Empire (1526-1857 CE)
The Mughals introduced a highly centralized and
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elaborate administrative system, marked by
sophisticated taxation and revenue systems, legal
codes, and military organization.

Centralized Governance Model

The Mughal emperor was the supreme ruler,
wielding both political and military authority. His court
and ministers played pivotal roles in governance.

Council of Ministers: The emperor was aided
by various high-ranking officials, such as:

Wazir: Chief minister who managed state finances.

Mir Bakshi: The head of the military.

Qazi-ul-Quzat: The head of the judiciary.

Sadr-us-Sudra: The chiefreligious officer, who
looked after charitable activities and religious
endowments.

Taxation System

One of the most enduring legacies of the Mughal
administration was its taxation system, particularly
under Akbar.

Raja Todar Mal’s reforms: As Akbar’s
revenue minister, Todar Mal standardized the system
of'land revenue collection, known as the Zabt system,
where taxes were based on the average yield of the
land.

Jagirdari System: Military officers and nobles
were assigned lands (Jagirs) from which they could
collect revenue, which was partly used to fund their
military contingents.

The Mansabdari System introduced under Akbar
divided officials into ranks, and their status in the court
and the number of troops they were responsible for
raising were based on their rank.

Legal System

The legal system under the Mughals was based
on a combination of Islamic Sharia law and
traditional Indian laws.

The emperor had the final say in legal matters,
although Qazis (judges) were appointed in provinces
to handle local disputes.

Criminal justice was often harsh, with severe
penalties for theft, murder, and rebellion.

Military Administration

The Mughals maintained a large standing army
and a cavalry, as military strength was crucial to
maintaining their empire.

Akbar organized the Mansabdari system, where
nobles and military officials were ranked according
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to the number of soldiers and horses they maintained.

The Mir Bakshi supervised military operations and
maintained discipline within the ranks.

India’s administrative and governance structures
evolved from the tribal councils and familial rulers of
the Vedic period to the centralized and highly organized
systems seen during the Maurya, Gupta, and Mughal
empires. Each dynasty contributed to the development
of taxation, land revenue, legal systems, and military
administration, influencing governance in the region
for centuries to come.

Colonial Influence on Indian Administration

British colonialism fundamentally reshaped Indian
governance, leaving a legacy that continues to influence
the country’s administrative structure post-
independence. The British did not merely exploit
India’s resources but also implemented new systems
of governance, laws, and education that helped
maintain control while leaving a long-lasting imprint
on Indian administrative institutions.

Centralized Governance:

One of the key transformations during British rule
was the introduction of centralized governance. Before
colonial rule, India was a patchwork of princely states
and regional kingdoms, each with its own
administrative practices. The British, especially after
the Government of India Act of 1858, consolidated
power under the Crown and introduced a hierarchical
structure of administration that brought India under
direct control of the British Parliament. This system
introduced a highly centralized authority with the
Viceroy at the top, presiding over an extensive
administrative bureaucracy that functioned uniformly
across British India.

Indian Civil Services (ICS):

The creation of the Indian Civil Services (ICS)
was another significant development. Established to
maintain law and order and implement policies, the
ICS was the backbone of British administration in
India. The service was staffed mainly by British
officers, but over time, some educated Indians were
allowed to join after the open competitive exams.
However, it remained an elite body dominated by
British interests. The ICS introduced principles of
meritocracy, but it also ensured that the British
retained control by keeping key positions in the hands
of British officers. Post-independence, the ICS was
reformed into the Indian Administrative Service (IAS),
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but the foundational structure remained similar.
Land Revenue Systems:

British colonialism also changed the agrarian
structure of India through the implementation of
various land revenue systems. The most notable
among these was the Permanent Settlement of 1793,
introduced by Lord Cornwallis in Bengal. This system
transformed zamindars (landowners) into landlords
who were responsible for collecting taxes from
peasants. This policy was aimed at creating a loyal
landed class but had far-reaching consequences, such
as the exploitation of peasants and lack of investment
in agricultural development. Other revenue systems
like the Ryotwari and Mahalwari were introduced in
different regions, but all were primarily focused on
extracting as much revenue as possible, often leading
to indebtedness and poverty among farmers.
Introduction of Western Education and Legal
Systems:

The British also introduced Western education
as ameans of creating an educated class that could
help administer their rule. English became the medium
of instruction, and education was focused on
producing clerks and officials who would serve in
British institutions. This laid the groundwork for
modern education in India but also had the effect of
creating a divide between the English-educated elite
and the masses.

Alongside education, the British implemented
Western legal systems, replacing traditional systems
ofjustice. The introduction of codified laws, courts,
and procedures based on British models established
auniform legal system throughout the country. This
was aimed at creating a predictable environment for
British commerce and governance but also distanced
the legal system from Indian customs and traditions.
Divide and Rule Policy:

One of the most impactful strategies employed
by the British was their divide and rule policy. They
systematically exploited religious, caste, and regional
divisions to maintain control. For instance, the partition
of Bengal in 1905 was carried out along communal
lines, creating tensions between Hindus and Muslims.
The British also favoured certain communities, giving
them privileges to create loyalists, thus fragmenting
Indian society and preventing unified resistance. This
divisive policy had long-term implications, contributing
to communal tensions that persisted even after
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independence.
Post-Independence Challenges:

After independence in 1947, India faced the
monumental task of transitioning from a colonial
governance model to a sovereign democratic republic.
Many of the structures and systems left behind by the
British had to be reformed or adapted to suit the
needs of a democratic state.

Bureaucratic Continuity and Reform:

While the Indian Civil Services were renamed and
reformed as the Indian Administrative Services (IAS),
the bureaucratic structure remained largely intact. This
created a sense of continuity and stability, but also
led to challenges such as bureaucratic elitism, slow
decision-making, and a lack of connection with
grassroots concerns.

Agrarian Reform:

The land revenue systems introduced by the British
led to widespread poverty and indebtedness among
Indian farmers. Post-independence, India faced the
challenge of implementing land reforms to redistribute
land more equitably, but these reforms were met with
mixed success due to political resistance and
entrenched landowning elites.

Legal and Educational Reforms:

The Western legal system and education system,
while modernizing, were not easily accessible to the
vast majority of Indians. Post-independence
governments had to work on expanding educational
access and adapting the legal system to be more in
tune with Indian social realities.

Managing Diversity:

The divide and rule policies of the British left deep-
rooted divisions that India had to manage post-
independence. The partition of India itself was a
violent result of communal tensions fostered under
colonial rule. After independence, one of the main
challenges was to integrate princely states and foster
a sense of unity in a country marked by religious,
linguistic, and cultural diversity.

British colonialism fundamentally altered the
Indian administrative structure, leaving behind
centralized governance, a professional civil service,
and legal frameworks that continued post-
independence. However, the colonial legacy also
posed significant challenges, such as the need to
democratize these structures and address the social
divides that had been exploited during British rule.
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Despite these challenges, India has managed to adapt
and reform its governance systems to suit its
democratic aspirations.

Modern Governance Framework:

Constitution of India and Governance

The Constitution of India, which came into
effect on January 26, 1950, serves as the foundation
of modern governance in the country. It is the supreme
law, establishing the structure, powers, and functions
of various organs of government and guiding the
relationship between the state and citizens. The
Constitution enshrines fundamental rights, directive
principles, and duties, ensuring a balance between
individual liberty and societal welfare. It envisions a
sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic,
laying the foundation for governance based on justice,
liberty, equality, and fraternity.

Key features of the Constitution that underpin
governance include:

Separation of powers between the Executive,
Legislature, and Judiciary.

Federal structure with a clear demarcation of
powers between the Union and the States (Schedules
and Lists).

Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles
of State Policy which guide governance priorities.
Role of the Parliament, Judiciary, and Executive
in Governance

Parliament: The Parliament of India, comprising
the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and the Rajya
Sabha (Council of States), is responsible for enacting
laws, approving the budget, and holding the Executive
accountable through mechanisms like questions,
motions, and committees. It plays a key role in
lawmaking and representing the will of the people.

Judiciary: The Indian judiciary, with the Supreme
Court at its apex, is tasked with interpreting the
Constitution and ensuring that laws passed by the
Legislature are consistent with constitutional principles.
It has the power of judicial review to strike down
unconstitutional laws and executive actions. The
Judiciary also protects citizens’ fundamental rights and
resolves disputes between the states and the Union.

Executive: The Executive, led by the President
(constitutional head) and the Prime Minister (actual
head of government), implements laws and policies.
The Council of Ministers, headed by the Prime
Minister, is responsible for decision-making and
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administration. At the state level, the Governor is the
constitutional head, while the Chief Minister leads the
government. The Executive is accountable to the
Parliament or State Legislatures.

Federalism: Center-State Relations and
Governance

India’s federal structure divides powers between
the Center and the States through the Union, State,
and Concurrent Lists, enumerated in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution. Key areas like defence,
foreign affairs, and communications are in the Union
List, while police, health, and agriculture fall under
the State List. Both can legislate on subjects in the
Concurrent List, with federal supremacy in case of
conflict.

The Constitution provides mechanisms for
resolving disputes between the Center and States,
such as the role of the Inter-State Council and the
Finance Commission. However, governance in
India is quasi-federal, with a bias toward the Center,
as seen in provisions like Article 356 (President’s
Rule) and the power to dismiss state governments.
Bureaucracy in India
Evolution of the Indian Administrative Services
(IAS)

The Indian Administrative Service (IAS)
evolved from the colonial-era Indian Civil Services
(ICS), which was established to administer British
India. After independence, the IAS replaced the ICS
but retained its role as the backbone of the Indian
administration. The IAS officers are responsible for
implementing government policies, maintaining law and
order, and managing the day-to-day affairs of
government at both the central and state levels.

The evolution of the IAS represents continuity
with pre-independence governance structures, but it
has undergone reforms to align with democratic
governance and India’s development goals.

Role of Bureaucrats in Policy Implementation
and Governance

Bureaucrats, particularly those in the IAS, play a
pivotal role in policy formulation, implementation, and
governance. They ensure that policies crafted by the
Executive and laws passed by the Legislature are
executed effectively. Their duties include:

Advising ministers on policy matters.

Supervising public administration and maintaining
law and order.
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Managing resources and delivering public services
(education, health, infrastructure).

Ensuring compliance with rules and regulations.
Challenges Faced by the Indian Bureaucracy

Despite its importance, the Indian bureaucracy
faces several challenges:

Corruption: The misuse of power for personal
gain hampers development and undermines public
trust.

Red-tape: Excessive regulation and paperwork
slowdown decision-making, leading to inefficiency.

Politicization: Bureaucratic independence is
sometimes compromised by political interference,
affecting impartial governance.

Accountability: There is often a lack of
accountability for bureaucratic inaction or inefficiency.
Decentralization in India
Panchayati Raj System and Its Impact on
Grassroots Governance

The Panchayati Raj system, established through
the 73rd Constitutional Amendment (1992),
decentralized governance by creating a three-tier
system of local self-government at the village, block,
and district levels. The system empowers local bodies,
or panchayats, to make decisions on matters
concerning local development, agriculture, water
management, health, and education.

This system has had a profound impact on
grassroots governance by:

Bringing decision-making closer to the people.

Empowering marginalized communities and
women through reservations in local elections.

Encouraging local participation in governance and
development planning.

Empowerment of Local Bodies and Their Role
in Governance

The 74th Amendment (1992) further extended
decentralization by strengthening Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) like municipalities. These local bodies
have been empowered to levy taxes, plan for urban
development, and manage local infrastructure and
services.

Challenges to the effective functioning of local
bodies include:

Inadequate financial resources and excessive
dependence on grants from higher levels of
government.

Lack of capacity and expertise to manage
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complex local issues.

Political interference and lack of autonomy in
decision-making.

India’s governance system is a dynamic blend of
centralized authority and decentralized power,
with the Constitution serving as the guiding
framework. The roles of Parliament, Judiciary, and
Executive, along with federal principles and a robust
bureaucracy, are essential in shaping governance.
However, reforms in bureaucratic functioning,
improved Center-State coordination, and greater
empowerment of local bodies are necessary to
address contemporary challenges and ensure more
effective governance.

Technological Advancements in Governance
E-Governance Initiatives

E-governance refers to the use of information and
communication technologies (ICT) to deliver
government services, engage citizens, and improve
the functioning of governance systems. In India, e-
governance has played a crucial role in bridging the
gap between government authorities and citizens by
improving accessibility, transparency, and efficiency.
Several initiatives have been launched to promote
digital interaction and streamline government functions.
Introduction to E-Governance in India
Digital India Initiative:

Launched in 2015, the Digital India campaign aims
to transform India into a digitally empowered society
and knowledge economy. Its core components
include:

Broadband highways: Increasing internet
penetration and network infrastructure across rural
and urban areas.

Universal access to mobile connectivity:
Ensuring mobile connectivity in remote and rural areas.

Public internet access programs: Creating
digital access points, such as Common Service
Centres (CSCs), to provide e-services to citizens.

E-governance: Reforming government
processes and improving service delivery through ICT.

Information for all: Promoting open data and
transparency, enabling citizens to access government
information online.

Aadhar:

Aadhar is a unique identification project that
provides a 12-digit identity number to Indian residents.
It is a biometric and demographic-based system that
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ensures accurate identification of individuals, enabling
them to access various government services like
subsidies, welfare schemes, and banking. Aadhar has
significantly streamlined processes and reduced the
risk of fraud in beneficiary schemes.

Technology in Governance:

Use of cloud computing, data analytics, and
blockchain in decision-making, citizen engagement,
and public service delivery.

The implementation of e-offices and online
grievance redressal systems to ensure smoother
communication within government agencies.

Role of E-Governance in Improving
Transparency and Efficiency

Transparency: By digitizing records and
transactions, e-governance reduces corruption and
opacity in government operations. Systems such as
online RTI portals and public dashboards allow
citizens to monitor progress on various schemes,
holding the government accountable.

Efficiency: E-governance enhances
administrative efficiency by automating repetitive tasks
and reducing paperwork. It also enables faster
processing of applications and delivery of services,
cutting down delays and bottlenecks in traditional
governance models.

Case Studies: Success Stories
Karnataka (Bhoomi Project):

The Bhoomi Project is an online land record
management system launched by the Karnataka
government. It digitizes land records and provides
easy access to landowners and buyers. The project
has simplified processes related to land ownership,
sale, and transfer, eliminating the need for middlemen
and curbing corruption in land deals.

Andhra Pradesh (MeeSeva):

MeeSeva (meaning “at your service”) is an e-
governance initiative by the Andhra Pradesh
government, offering over 300 online services such
as issuing certificates, licenses, and permits. It allows
citizens to avail themselves of various services without
visiting government offices, significantly improving
transparency and reducing the need for bribes or long
wait times.

Smart Cities and Governance

The smart city concept integrates technology into
urban governance to make cities more efficient,
sustainable, and responsive to citizens’ needs. It
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involves using digital tools, [oT (Internet of Things),
and data analytics to address urban challenges like
infrastructure management, service delivery, and
resource optimization.

Role of Technology in Urban Governance

Smart cities rely on advanced technological
solutions to:

Improve service delivery: Automated waste
management, water distribution, and traffic monitoring
systems enhance urban services.

Engage citizens: Mobile apps, online portals,
and public dashboards allow citizens to actively
participate in governance by reporting issues,
providing feedback, and accessing city services.

Data-driven decision-making: Real-time data
collection and analysis through IoT sensors, cameras,
and devices provide insights for better urban planning,
resource management, and disaster preparedness.
Implementation of Smart City Projects

India’s Smart Cities Mission, launched in 2015,
aims to develop 100 smart cities that utilize technology
to create efficient urban environments. Key features
include:

Smart infrastructure: loT-powered utilities such
as smart lighting, intelligent traffic systems, and smart
grids that reduce energy consumption.

Digital governance: E-portals and mobile apps
enable easy access to services like healthcare,
education, and transportation.

Sustainable development: Green building
technologies, solar energy, and electric vehicle
infrastructure enhance environmental sustainability.

Some successful smart city projects include:

Pune Smart City: Implementation of a digital
traffic management system and smart waste collection
to reduce pollution and congestion.

Ahmedabad Smart City: Use of GIS-based
urban planning tools for efficient zoning and land-use
management.

These advancements showcase how technology
is reshaping governance in India, fostering more
inclusive, transparent, and efficient systems. Through
e-governance and smart city initiatives, India is
steadily improving its service delivery and enhancing
citizens’ quality of life.

Key Challenges in Modern Indian Governance
Corruption
Corruption remains a pervasive challenge in India,
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affecting various aspects of governance. This includes
the influence of political elites, bureaucratic inefficiency,
and widespread bribery.

Political Influence: Politicians often exercise
significant control over the administrative machinery,
undermining the independence of institutions. This
political interference leads to favouritism, biased
decision-making, and misuse of power.

Bureaucratic Inefficiency: Bureaucratic red
tape and a lack of accountability often result in delays
in project implementation, inefficiencies in public
services, and misuse of public funds.

Measures to Counter Corruption

Right to Information (RTI) Act: Enacted in
2005, the RTI Act is a landmark tool that allows
citizens to demand transparency from public
authorities. It has empowered individuals to question
government actions and seek information on public
spending, project implementation, and decision-
making processes. However, its implementation is
inconsistent, and attempts to dilute its provisions
continue.

Lokpal Bill: The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act of
2013 created an anti-corruption ombudsman to
investigate corruption cases against public officials.
However, it is yet to function at full capacity due to
lack of appointments and delays in operationalizing
the institution. Moreover, the Lokpal’s powers are
limited by the political system, making its impact less
effective than expected.

Population and Resource Management

India, with its vast population and diversity, faces
immense challenges in managing resources and
ensuring equitable distribution of services.

Diverse Population: India’s demographic
diversity comprising different ethnic, religious, and
linguistic groups complicates governance. Regional
inequalities, economic disparities, and ethnic tensions
often challenge national policies designed to be
universally applicable.

Resource Distribution: Unequal access to basic
resources like water, energy, and food remains a
critical issue. Urban areas tend to have better
infrastructure and services compared to rural regions,
creating imbalances that fuel rural-urban migration,
further straining city resources.

Public Service Delivery: The challenge lies in
delivering essential services education, healthcare, and
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sanitation to all citizens efficiently. Issues such as
inadequate infrastructure, lack of proper monitoring,
and corruption in welfare schemes impede the effective
distribution of public services.

Judicial Delays and Law Enforcement

The judicial system in India is marred by significant
delays and inefficiencies, affecting its ability to enforce
laws and ensure justice.

Judicial Backlogs: Indian courts have an
enormous backlog of cases, with millions pending
across various levels of the judiciary. Delayed
judgments affect not only citizens seeking justice but
also investor confidence, especially in commercial
disputes. The appointment of judges, poor
infrastructure, and procedural inefficiencies contribute
to these delays.

Delays in Legal Processes: Legal proceedings
are often long-drawn due to a combination of complex
procedures, insufficient staff, and frequent
adjournments. This delay undermines the public’s faith
in the legal system and hampers access to timely
Justice.

Law Enforcement Challenges

Police Reforms: Law enforcement agencies,
particularly the police, face severe challenges,
including underfunding, outdated training methods, and
political interference. Despite numerous
recommendations from committees and commissions,
reforms in policing, like modernizing equipment and
improving training standards, have been slow.

Accountability: There are also concerns about
police accountability, with reports of misuse of power,
custodial violence, and inefficiency in crime prevention.
Strengthening internal accountability mechanisms and
ensuring greater transparency in policing is essential
for upholding the rule of law.

Governance in India is a complex and multi-
faceted challenge, influenced by corruption, political
interference, resource management issues, and a
struggling judicial system. While measures such as the
RTI Act and the Lokpal Bill aim to enhance
transparency and accountability, their effectiveness
depends on robust enforcement and consistent
political will. Additionally, tackling issues like judicial
backlogs, law enforcement inefficiencies, and
population pressures requires a combination of
institutional reform, resource optimization, and
decentralization of governance.
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Conclusion

India’s governance has undergone a remarkable
transformation from its traditional systems to a modern
administrative framework. In ancient times,
governance was based on monarchies, village
panchayats, and local institutions, with rulers wielding
significant power through decentralized structures.
The Mughal period introduced a more centralized
administration, but it was the British colonial rule that
laid the foundations for the modern bureaucratic state,
introducing codified laws, civil services, and judicial
institutions. After independence, India adopted a
federal, democratic system with a robust constitution
that ensured separation of powers, checks and
balances, and a welfare-oriented state. Today, India’s
governance is characterized by democratic institutions,
an independent judiciary, and an extensive
bureaucratic framework, combined with initiatives like
digital governance and citizen empowerment.
Future Outlook

The future of governance in India looks promising,
driven by emerging technologies such as artificial
intelligence (Al), blockchain, and further digitization.
Al can enhance decision-making by providing data-
driven insights and improving the efficiency of public
services through automation. Blockchain has the
potential to ensure transparency and accountability,

especially in areas like land records, voting systems,
and public procurement. The ongoing digitization
efforts, exemplified by programs like Digital India,
will further bridge the gap between the government
and citizens, bringing services closer to the people
through e-governance platforms. With smart cities,
digital health records, and Al-assisted policymaking
on the horizon, the governance landscape is set to
become more inclusive, efficient, and transparent.
Final Thoughts
India’s governance system reflects the country’s
rich cultural diversity and democratic ethos, with strong
institutions that enable stability in a complex, pluralistic
society. Its strengths lie in its resilience, adaptability,
and ability to implement large-scale reforms like
Aadhaar (biometric ID) and Goods and Services Tax
(GST). However, challenges such as bureaucratic
inefficiency, corruption, and regional disparities remain
areas where reforms are needed. Further
decentralization, civil service reforms, and leveraging
technology to enhance transparency and reduce
corruption can strengthen the governance framework.
Balancing tradition with innovation, India is poised to
continue its evolution towards a more responsive and
forward-looking administrative system.
Dept. of Political Science
V.B.S.P.U, Jaunpur
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Introduction

Identity has always been central to India’s
democratic experience, but no identity has been as
politically entrenched as caste. From the early
decades of the republic to the turn of the twenty-first
century, caste shaped voting patterns, party formation,
political leadership, and coalition-building. Rajni
Kothari’s foundational work described how caste
became intertwined with political processes to such
an extent that Indian democracy could be understood
only by examining the symbiotic

relationship between caste and politics. However,
in recent years, this landscape has undergone a
profound realignment. Cultural nationalism—rooted in
civilizational narratives, symbolic politics, and welfare-
based legitimacy—has emerged as an overarching
framework capable of reorganizing caste identities
within it. Scholars such as Yogendra Yadav and Suhas
Palshikar argue that India is witnessing a new phase
of political consolidation marked by the decline of
caste-centric politics and the rise of an ideologically
cohesive nationalist discourse.
Historical Evolution of Caste Mobilization

The roots of caste mobilization in Indian politics
lie in the colonial and early post- independence
periods. Nicholas Dirks has demonstrated how
colonial categorization and census operations
formalized caste identities in new ways. After
independence, universal adult franchise transformed
caste into a political resource because it provided
pre-existing networks of solidarity, leadership, and
local-level influence. Rajni Kothari observed that the
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Political Realignment:
From Caste Mobilization
to Cultural Nationalism

“Congress system” effectively managed caste diversity
through elite accommodation and patronage,
maintaining stability while subtly reinforcing upper-
caste dominance. In the first three decades after
independence, caste operated implicitly as part of a
patron-client system rather than an explicit
mobilizational framework. However, economic
transformations inthe 1960s and 1970s—particularly
the Green Revolution—empowered many middle
peasant castes, giving them economic mobility and
enabling them to challenge upper-caste hegemony.
Ghanshyam Shah documented the rise of backward
caste movements that demanded greater
representation and social justice. The political
fragmentation following the decline of the Congress
party in the 1970s created fertile ground for regional
and caste-based parties. This period marked the
beginning of explicit caste mobilization, culminating in
the watershed moment of Indian politics: the Mandal
Commission reforms.
The Mandal Era and the Apex of Caste-Based
Politics

The implementation of the Mandal Commission
recommendations in 1990 marked a dramatic
reshaping of India’s political landscape. Yogendra
Yadav described this phase as the “second democratic
upsurge,” wherein backward castes entered politics
in unprecedented numbers, altering the configuration
of political power. The rise of parties such as the
Samajwadi Party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal, and the
Bahujan Samaj Party signaled the consolidation of
caste identity as the primary mode of electoral
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mobilization. Christophe Jaffrelot called this
transformation a “silent revolution” that empowered
previously marginalized groups. Kanshi Ram and
Mayawati mobilized Dalits around notions of dignity
and representation, while leaders like Lalu Prasad
Yadav and Mulayam Singh Yadav centralized
backward caste identity in their political platforms.
However, Indian scholars such as Suhas Palshikar
and Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd pointed out that this
phase, while transformative, carried inherent tensions.
The dominance of certain OBC groups—such as
Yadavs and Kurmis—often marginalized lower OBCs,
leading to internal fractures. Dalit politics, too, faced
divisions between dominant Dalit sub-castes and
those with less visibility. While caste mobilization
increased political participation and reshaped
leadership patterns, it also laid the ground for its
eventual saturation.
Limitations and Saturation of Caste Politics

By the early 2000s, caste politics began to
confront structural limitations. Kanchan Chandra
argued that caste mobilization in a competitive
electoral environment tends to fragment into narrower
sub-caste identities, undermining the formation of
broad political coalitions. This phenomenon was
evident across multiple states where caste-based
parties struggled to maintain cohesive vote banks.
Many caste parties were criticized for governance
failures. Zoya Hasan noted that caste-based regional
parties often relied heavily on patronage and identity
consolidation at the expense of administrative
efficiency, resulting in public dissatisfaction. Dipankar
Gupta argued that modernization, migration, and
urbanization weakened traditional caste bonds,
creating individuals whose political aspirations were
defined less by caste identity and more by economic
opportunity and globalized cultural exposure.
Moreover, the aspirational youth, increasingly
influenced by mass media and digital communication,
sought narratives that promised dignity, development,
and national pride—aspirations often unmet by caste-
centric rhetoric. Pratap Bhanu Mehta pointed out that
Indian democracy’s expansion created a demand for
a more inclusive and moral vision of governance,
something identity-based parties struggled to
articulate. These factors collectively contributed to
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the decline of caste as the primary axis of political
mobilization.
The Rise of Cultural Nationalism

Cultural nationalism emerged as a powerful
alternative to caste-based politics. Building on
Benedict Anderson’s notion of imagined communities,
Indian scholars such as Badri Narayan argue that
cultural nationalism constructs a shared civilizational
identity that transcends caste. This identity is rooted
in history, cultural memory, and symbolic
representation. The rise of cultural nationalism was
supported by decades of ideological work carried
out through social, educational, and cultural
institutions, creating a deep cultural reservoir that could
be politically mobilized. Andersen and Damle have
shown how extensive grassroots networks helped
reframe political identity in civilizational terms.
Technological change amplified this ideological
consolidation. The spread of social media and
smartphone access created new forms of political
communication capable of bypassing caste
intermediaries and connecting directly with voters.
Digital narratives focused on national pride, cultural
revival, and civilizational glory gained mass traction.
Pratap Bhanu Mehta argues that cultural nationalism
offered a normative vocabulary that resonated deeply
with aspirational citizens who sought dignity,
empowerment, and global recognition. This
ideological and communicational shift laid the
groundwork for cultural nationalism to supersede caste
as amobilizational force.
Welfare-State Governance and Cross-Caste
Consolidation

An important factor in the consolidation of cultural
nationalism was the transformation of welfare
governance. Universal welfare schemes such as
housing, healthcare, sanitation, and direct benefit
transfers strengthened the relationship between the
state and marginalized communities. Yamini Aiyar and
Michael Walton argue that welfare policies shifted the
logic of state—citizen engagement from caste- mediated
patronage networks to direct state delivery. This
undercut the influence of caste leaders who
traditionally mediated political support. Welfare-state
expansion created new forms of political belonging
rooted in citizenship rather than caste identity. Voting
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behavior became increasingly influenced by
perceptions of governance performance. Badri
Narayan observes that welfare schemes were
strategically used to integrate non-dominant OBCs
and marginalized Dalits into wider cultural-nationalist
coalitions, contributing to the formation of new political
blocs that cut across caste lines. This welfare-driven
consolidation enabled cultural nationalism to establish
durable cross-caste support.
Symbolic Politics and Ritualization of Cultural
Identity

Cultural nationalism also gained momentum
through symbolic politics. Public spectacles, temple
inaugurations, national celebrations, cultural festivals,
and mass rituals created emotionally charged collective
experiences. Ashutosh Varshney emphasizes that
symbolic politics plays a critical role in constructing
shared identities, particularly in diverse societies.
Cultural symbols operate at a broader scale than caste
markers and thus offer a unifying emotional
experience. Badri Narayan highlights that cultural
narratives and rituals provide a sense of dignity to
marginalized groups who may feel excluded from
traditional caste hierarchies. Cultural symbolism thus
becomes a tool for emotional integration, reinforcing
the appeal of cultural nationalism across diverse caste
groups. This symbolic dimension enhances the
political reach of cultural nationalism, making it a
formidable mobilizational framework.
Political Realignment: Caste Reconfigured
Within a New National Framework

While cultural nationalism appears to transcend
caste, scholars like Yogendra Yadav caution that caste
remains a deeply embedded social reality. Instead of
eliminating caste, cultural nationalism reorganizes caste
identities within a broader ideological framework.
Suhas Palshikar describes this as the emergence of a
new political bloc composed of upper castes, non-
dominant OBCs, and sections of Dalits, unified through
welfare, symbolism, and ideological narratives. Caste
remains relevant in electoral calculations, candidate
selection, and social hierarchies, but its political
expression is reframed within national-cultural identity.
This transformation aligns with Burnham’s concept
of political realignment, which refers to long-term,
durable shifts in political behavior and ideological
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cleavages. Caste becomes a reorganized resource
rather than a primary mobilizational identity.
Technological Transformation and the Decline
of Caste Intermediaries

Technological transformation has dramatically
accelerated the decline of caste intermediaries. Social
media, online video content, and digital political
campaigns have enabled national leaders to
communicate directly with citizens. Sahana Udupa and
Steven McDowell argue that digital platforms
create new “imagined collectivities” centered on
nationalism rather than caste. Digital media amplifies
emotional, symbolic, and personalized narratives that
favor civilizational identity over localized caste
identities. The constant flow of digital content
constructs a parallel public sphere where cultural
nationalism becomes the dominant interpretive lens.
This digital restructuring of the political sphere has
marginalized traditional caste leaders and networks,
further consolidating cultural nationalism.
Consequences for Democracy and Social Justice

The political realignment from caste mobilization
to cultural nationalism has complex consequences
for Indian democracy. On the positive side, cultural
nationalism has integrated diverse caste groups within
a broader narrative of national identity, reducing the
parochial fragmentation associated with caste politics.
Welfare-state governance has created new forms of
political inclusion rooted in citizenship rather than caste
affiliation. Marginalized castes have gained symbolic
recognition through cultural narratives that
emphasize their role in civilizational history.
However, significant concerns remain. Pratap Bhanu
Mehta warns that cultural nationalism may obscure
structural caste inequalities, creating an illusion of unity
while leaving deeper social hierarchies intact. Kancha
Ilaiah Shepherd argues that without addressing
systemic caste discrimination, cultural nationalism risks
becoming a homogenizing ideology that suppresses
subaltern voices. Ashutosh Varshney notes that
cultural nationalism may also diminish pluralism by
creating ideological boundaries that marginalize
minority communities. Thus, while the political
realignment offers new forms of integration, it also
poses risks for democratic equality and inclusiveness.
Conclusion
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The transformation of Indian politics from caste
mobilization to cultural nationalism reflects a profound
political realignment shaped by ideological
consolidation, technological modernization, welfare-
state governance, and symbolic politics. Caste, once
the central axis of political mobilization, has been
reorganized within a broader cultural-nationalist
framework. This shift has reshaped political coalitions,
voter behavior, and governance priorities, giving rise
to new forms of political belonging. Yet caste remains
an enduring social reality, and cultural nationalism’s
inclusive veneer risks masking persistent inequalities.

The future of Indian democracy will depend on how

it balances the cultural-nationalist narrative with

commitments to social justice, pluralism, and

constitutional equality. Understanding this realignment

is crucial for analyzing the evolving nature of identity,
power, and representation in contemporary India.
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Abstract

India is one of the largest under-trial detention
jurisdictions in the world, with almost three-fourth of
the prisoners being under-trial (UTPs). The paper is
political-science analysis of how the institutional
design, constraints of state capacity, coercive policing
styles, and judicial inefficiencies are the factors that
lead to the long-standing under-utilization of the judicial
mechanisms that are established to safeguard the rights
of the detainees. The paper presents a structural
governance issue: an absence of alignment between
legal norms and bureaucratic practice based on the
persistence of excessive pre-trial detention using
constitutional law, political-institutional theory, NCRB
datasets, Law Commission reports, and Supreme
Court jurisprudence, and exacerbated by socio-
economic inequalities and penal populism. The
research also assesses the implementation gaps of
some of the main reforms like Section 436A CrPC,
legal aid service, and the Arnesh Kumar guidelines.
The paper ends by a political-institutional reform
agenda to fill in the disjuncture between judicial design
and on-ground enforcement, and improve the rule of
law of the most vulnerable detainees in India.
Keywords

Under-Trial Detention, Institutional Design,
Judicial Inefficiencies, State Capacity, Penal Populism,
Legal Reform Implementation.

Introduction
The plight of under-trial prisoners in India reveals
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Underutilization of the Judicial

System with Respect to the
Rights and Status of
Under-Trial Prisoners in India

an old conflict between the ideals of constitution and
the real day-to-day operations of the criminal justice
system. Even though the Indian Constitution ensures
individual freedom, equal chances under the law, and
prevention against unreasonable arrest, a considerably
high percentage of individuals within the Indian prison
systems have not been found guilty of any crime.! A
number of them are kept in months or years in custody
pending the slow passage of their cases in the courts.
This fact casts solemn questions regarding the
functionality of the judicial system, as well as the
degree to which its mechanisms are actually
implemented in an attempt to protect the rights of
people who are yet to be considered guilty. The ratio
of under-trial inmates to the total population is always
very large in India showing severe systemic
deficiencies.? The use of pre-trial detention is usually
an indicator of the structural constraints and not the
seriousness of the suspected crime. The practical
barricades, which include inaccessibility to legal
services, ignorance of rights, procedural inefficiencies,
and administrative waste, all come to play to create a
scenario where the freedom of an accused individual
is more likely to be determined by socio-economic
status than the case. It is more apparent when
acknowledging the fact that the communities of
marginalization are overrepresented among those
being under-trial, indicating the trends of discrimination,
weakness, and disparity in accessing justice.’ The
poor enforcement of the legal protection is another
important problem. The Indian legal system has
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measures that promote the release on early release,
restrict needless detention and foster the idea that pre-
conviction imprisonment is an exception and not the
norm. Nevertheless, such safeguards are often not
utilized. Some of these under-trial inmates are eligible
to be released under the statutory requirements that
can serve to avoid keeping them behind bars longer,
but they are nevertheless confined in an effort to avoid
administrative glaciation, a lack of coordination among
the courts and prisons, or a mere lack of knowledge
by officials regarding the provisions of the statutory
provisions. Because of this, there are legal structures
that are meant to ensure liberty but they do not always
translate to real relief of those who are in need of it
the most. Judicial capacity is also very crucial in
determining the outcomes of under-trial detainees.*
The Indian courts have a huge number of cases in
their backlog, thus taking a very long time before these
cases can be heard, as well as leaving the accused
people long periods of uncertainty. These delays are
caused by insufficient staffing of the judiciary,
outmoded procedure, and disparate use of modern
tools of case management. Although legal changes
have been proposed and in certain instances, they
have been initiated, their effectiveness has been weak
unless they are supported by institutions and real-
world implementation. The political and social
consequences of these difficulties are enormous.’ The
high rate of under-trial detainees, along with the poor
level of judicial protection usage, is an indication of
the lapses in democratic responsibility and access to
justice. It emphasizes the fact that legal rights can be
theoretically present, but practically unattainable by
substantial groups of people. These issues cannot be
properly understood by merely examining the law but
rather by examining interaction of state capacity,
organization of the state, and social hierarchies to
create the experiences of under-trial prisoners.
Looking at such intersections gives an understanding
of'the reason why the judicial system is a underused
system and the consequences they have on the rights,
dignity, and daily lives of Indians awaiting trials.6

Theoretical Framework
This is because the theoretical basis of the
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multidisciplinary nature of the understanding of
underutilization of the judicial system with respect to
the rights and status of under-trial prisoners in India.
It is not a legal matter but rather one which cuts across
political science, studies of governance, criminology
and constitutional theory.” The next framework is
based on four large theoretical strands, namely, state
capacity, access to justice, carceral politics, and the
rule of law. These views combined can be used to
understand why under-trial detention exists despite
the constitutional guarantees, judicial dicta, and
constitutional promises of liberty.8 The first one is the
state capacity theory which concentrates on whether
or not governmental institutions can be effective in
the implementation of laws, provision of public
services and administration of justice.” Regarding the
under-trial prisoners, judicial delays, backlog, and the
uneven enforcement of bail or any release mechanism
are all best explained in terms of state capacity in this
case. The legal protections that accused people have
are hard to implement when the institutions are
understaffed, ill-coordinated, inefficient in
administration, or resource-deficient.!® This school
of thought focuses on the point that the problem is
not only legislative but very administrative and is caused
by the contrast between design and performance of
the institution on a day-to-day basis. Access to justice
is the second theoretical strand that studies the way
people relate to the system of law and hindrances
that do not allow them to receive fair treatment. In
the case of under-trial prisoners, there are barriers to
the realization of legal rights due to poverty, poor legal
literacy, absence of representation, and even social
marginalization.!! Theories of access to justice
emphasize the fact that the formal guarantees of access
to justice, including free legal assistance or the
presumption of innocence, are not always realized
by disadvantaged groups. This model can serve to
explain why some populations are more prone to stay
in excessive pre-trial incarceration even after
satisfying the legal and legal bail or release
requirements. This school of thought sees pre-trial
detention as not merely a legal resolution of the matter
but rather as a larger political platform that is indicative
of social stratification, perception of risk, and the
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coercive force of the state.> According to Carceral
theorists, criminal justice institutions tend to reproduce
already existing inequalities by exposing the
marginalized groups to increased surveillance and
custodial treatment. In this context, under-trial
detention is a form of state control over social and
political weaknesses, at times regardless of guilt or
innocence, according to the law.

Lastly, the rule-of-law framework also emphasises
the significance of predictability, impartiality and fair
application of law. Although the legal environment of
India is based on the strong constitutional values, the
fact that there is still a disconnection between the law
and practice poses the question of unequal application
and inconsistency of the procedures in the legal
framework.!3 The rule-of-law approach can be used
to shed light on the impact of delays, arbitrary
detention, ineffective enforcement of the protections
on the validity of the judicial system and the loss of
confidence in the population. A combination of these
four theoretical approaches gives a complete prism
of understanding the problems of under-trial prisoners
in India. They disclose that the poor use of the judicial
mechanisms cannot be explained only as a technical
issue. Rather, it is a product of lower structural
tendencies including institutional capacity, socio-
economic inequality, political power, and unequal
realisation of constitutional rights . This framework
enables taking the analysis in a holistic manner, which
relates the legal provisions with the wider political and
social reality that influence the experience of under-
trial detainees. !4

Legal and Constitutional Landscape

The legal and constitutional basis of the rights and
treatment of under-trial prisoners in India is
constructed on a solid basis of the civil liberties,
procedural safeguards, and judicial protections. The
Indian Constitution is at the centre of this framework
as it gives the fundamental rights that were aimed at
ensuring that the freedom of individuals is upheld, and
state is not allowed to act arbitrarily. The right to life
and to personal liberty is one of the pillars among
them.!® This right encompasses a right against unlawful
detention, entitlement to fair procedure and the right
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against a person being stripped of his liberty except
by a fair, just, and lawful process. The constitutional
obligation to guarantee under-trial inmates is further
justified by the more general principles of due process
and equality before the law.'® These guidelines mean
that most of the accused irrespective of socio-
economic status can claim equal entitlement to
procedural fairness. Another aspect of legal
representation highlighted in the Constitution is the
need to have access to legal aid through the
establishment of free counsel to those that are unable
to afford legal advice.!” This need is based on the
understanding that meaningful access to justice is a
component of a rights-based society that is
democratic in nature. The basic mandate of liberty
cannot be achieved properly without proper legal aid,
as it may turn into a luxury offered to a limited number
of people sufficiently equipped.!®

The statutory framework goes into greater detail,
though, by the protection of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), which sets forth the procedure
of arrest, bail, remand, and trial. The CrPC is filled
with the clauses that promote minimally restrictive use
of pre-trial detention, such as prescriptions of the
amount of bail and certain guarantees of the persons
who have been overly detained. Among the major
provisions is a release of under-trial prisoners who
have been in custody over a long period considering
the maximum sentence to the alleged crime. These
procedures are supposed to make pre-trial detention
not a punishment unto itself .

The court action has been instrumental in
enhancing the legal framework of under-trial inmates.
The Supreme Court of India has over the years
reiterated severally the need to avoid unnecessary
detention and also to make sure that constitutional
guarantees are not hollowed out by administrative
inefficiencies. The Court has through landmark rulings
also pointed out that speedy trial, humane treatment
and presumption of innocence are not mere ideals
but part of a justice system that believes in fairness.
Judicial guidelines have also led to the initiation of
reforms by the government agencies to cut the case
backlogs, to enhance access to legal assistance and
to simplify the criminal processes. With this massive

Global Thought * October 2025 91



legal and constitutional edifice, there is still a challenge
in the implementation of rights, as on paper. Crowded
prisons, lack of resources and disproportionate
application of statutory clauses still hinder meaningful
application of legal protection.! Also, the efficacy of
these safeguards is often undermined by institutional
inertia, absence of coordination between courts and
prisons, and marginalization of vulnerable populations.
The discrepancy between official principles and
practical facts shows the necessity of continuous
administrative changes and greater institutional
responsibilities. Altogether, the legal and constitutional
environment introduces a holistic model that would
safeguard the rights of the under-trial prisoners. Its
success however, rests in how well institutions are
committed to maintaining these principles over time
and how well the system can see to it that promises
made in the constitution are actually fulfilled in practice
across the board, irrespective of status or
circumstance.?

Empirical Overview: The Under-Trial Crisis in
India

One of the most burning issues to the criminal
justice system is the under-trial prisoner (UTP) crisis
in India. Statistical evidence indicates that India has
the highest percentage of pre-trial detainees in the
globe. The recent statistics provided by the National
Crime Records Bureau indicate that of the total prison
population more than 77 percent of the prisoners are
under-trial.2! It implies that an overwhelming
proportion of people in prisons did not commit a crime,
which indicates inefficiency in the system and reliance
on custodial detention as a response to default in
dealing with crime. The other important warning sign
of the under-trial crisis is prison overcrowding.
Numerous facilities are functioning way above the
designated capacity and some states have occupancy
rates of more than 180 per cent of the approved
capacity. Congestion increases the susceptibility of
under-trials, provision of basic facilities, health care
and rehabilitative services. Long-term pre-trial
detention is also associated with considerable socio-
economic impacts in terms of livelihoods, education,
and family setups.?? In many instances, they spend
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longer than what the law has stipulated as the
maximum sentence on the crime they were charged
with and this is an indication of extreme disconnection
between the law and the practice of administration.
Demographic studies indicate that the under-trial
prisoners are overrepresented in the disadvantaged
groups of society, such as the economically
disadvantaged groups, lower castes, and religious
minorities.? This excessive representation shows that
policing is systematically biased, arrest operations are
systematically biased, and access to legal
representation is systematically biased. Research has
always indicated that cases that are under-tried on
minor offences or economic crimes are usually kept
in custody merely because they cannot afford to be
put on bail or even hire a good lawyer.? This problem
is further aggravated by the fact that most individuals
do not have the awareness of the statutory provisions
or their eligibility of being released early, which leaves
the detainees at the mercy of slow judicial procedures
or intervention by outside advocacy group. Pre-trial
detention is also quite problematic. As per latest prison
statistics, there are thousands of under-trial prisoners
who have been in custody more than one year and
some prisoners are still in custody three to five years
without trial. This kind of extended detention is not
only in contravention of the constitutional right to
speedy trial but it puts a lot of strain on the judicial
system.?’ The judges are frequently ineffective in
handling the cases, with large volumes of cases, judicial
staffing, and delays in the application of the process
often creating bottlenecks in the system, which creates
additional bottlenecks and continues to pre-trial
detention. The statutory guarantees still do not utilise
the legal aid and support mechanisms. According to
the surveys, in less than 20% of the under-trial
convicts, professional assistance of the court is
provided, which means that the majority of the
population does not have real representation.
Overcrowding, length of imprisonment, and lack of
access to legal services contribute to the problem of
the criminal justice system in India, which highlights
the structural issues of the criminal justice system in
India. The available empirical evidence illustrates
clearly that under-trial detention is not a legal or
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procedural matter, but a multi-faceted crisis of
governance, social inequality, as well as institutional
capacity. All in all the empirical picture of the under-
trial prisoners in India depicts a profound systemic
issue. The large percentage of pre-trial detainees, long
jail terms, overpopulation, and socio-economic
inequalities all indicate the underuse of the judicial
processes aimed to protect the freedom.?® To deal
with this crisis, procedural, reforms, tougher legal
assistance, enhanced institutional capacity and tougher
monitoring measures are all needed in order to
guarantee that the constitutional rights become virtually
achievable.

Factors Contributing to Underutilization of
Judicial Remedies

The continued under-use of judicial processes as
an under-trial prisoner in India can be linked to a
combination of several interrelated factors including
procedural, administrative, socio-economic, and
political ones. Although there is an elaborate
constitutional and statutory foundation to ensure the
rights of the accused persons are taken into
consideration, the processes usually do not result into
the provision of timely and effective reliefto persons
awaiting trial.

Procedural Delays and Judicial Backlog - The
backlog of cases that plague the Indian court system
is one of the greatest contributors to judicial
underutilization. The court that has the least
responsibility in handling criminal cases is the trial
court, which has reported to be overwhelmed with
cases pending nationwide which are in millions. The
sluggishness of judicial operations does not allow
hearing bail requests, remand cases and trials on time,
and many under-trial inmates are detained much longer
than the law allows.?” These delays are increased by
procedural inefficiencies, obsolete practices, and a
poor level of adoption of case management
technology so that the courts can protect the
constitutional guarantees effectively.

Police Discretion and Arrest Practices - The
police practices are very important in forming the flow
of people to pre-trial detention. Although the law and
court rulings underline the need to arrest only in
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situations of unavoidability, the police tend to employ
detention as a standard tool of investigation. Arrest is
possible without adequate reasons especially to the
poor and marginal communities with little resources
to question the police. This makes under-trials flood
the courts because of the discretionary aspect of
policing coupled with ineffective control measures on
police practices and constrained the opportunity to
adjudicate the bail or release rights of the accused
due to its practical limitations of the law.?

Inadequate Legal Aid and Representation -
Legal representation is a fundamental right of fair trial
and most under-trial convicts do not have effective
access to counsel. Despite the provisions of the
Constitution and other legal statutes regarding free
legal aid, the reality is that, there is a lack of funds, a
case overload among lawyers and unequal allocation
of funds in the system. Most of the detainees do not
know their rights or the presence of any form of legal
help and cannot make their bail applications on time
or appeal against procedural anomalies. This
weakness is a serious impediment to accessing or
implementing judicial remedies where they
theoretically exist.

Socio-Economic Barriers to Bail - Economic
and procedural conditions of bails tend to be
disadvantageous to less economically powerful
prisoners. Financial sureties are often considered in
the bail decision and when a person is not able to
provide them, he is kept captive even after passing
other eligibility tests. Poverty meets with social
marginalization and lack of awareness, and that leads
to a scenario where in theory, everyone enjoys legal
rights, but in practice, these rights are unattainable by
most of the under-trials. These social-economic
obstacles support structural inequality in the criminal
justice system.?

Weak Enforcement of Judicial Guidelines -
The Supreme Court and other High Courts have
come up with comprehensive rules of ensuring that
arbitrary detention is discouraged and that judicial
intervention is implemented in due time. The landmark
rulings require the judicial review of detention
periodically, implementation of procedural protections
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in the course of arrest, and the stress on the use of
non-custodial measures where feasible. Nevertheless,
there is no standard implementation because of the
lack of institutional accountability, decentralized
administration, and no effective monitoring
mechanisms in place. These judicial proclamations
have minimal practical impact without the active
compliance on the level of police, prison executives,
and courts of lower level.

Political and Institutional Incentives - Lastly,
political and institutional incentives are the factors that
impact the pre-trial detention prevalence. The politics
of crime usually prefers tough-on-crime stories, which
discourages any reform that would lead to lower
incarceration rates or focus on alternatives to custodial
incarceration. Systemic delays are also enhanced by
bureaucratic inertia, risk-averse decision making and
fractured governance structures.3® The political
pressure and ineffectiveness of the institution will
guarantee that custodial imprisonment will continue
to be the default practice, as opposed to a well-
explained exception, and will consequently lead to
the underuse of the judicial procedures that are meant
to safeguard liberty. Combined, these aspects show
that the lack of using judicial remedies is not a
consequence of one failure but a multifaceted complex
of procedural, institutional, socio-economic, and
political processes. To overcome this issue, reforms
on various levels of government such as expansion of
judicial capacity, reforms of police services, greater
access to legal assistance, and institutionalization of
non-custodial means of pre-trial management are
necessary..

Recommendations and Conclusion

The solutions to the under-use of judicial redress
in dealing with the under-trial prisoners in India can
only be achieved through extensive changes in the
law, administration, social, and political levels. The
high number of cases pending adjudication,
backlogged legal processes, and the lack of judicial
capacity point to the fact that a serious expansion of
courts, the number of judges and employees,
modernization of the procedures, and the introduction
of case management systems that make use of
technology such as virtual hearings and automated
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tracking are the only way to guarantee the timely
adjudication of the cases and avoid the needless
detention of individuals. Enhancing legal aid is also
essential; this involves the provision of more trained
legal aid lawyers, creation of special legal aid units in
the prisons and holding of sensitization to inform
prisoners on their rights and eligibility to bail or early
release. Bail reforms and non-custodial practices
should be of priority where simplified procedures,
lowered finances and risk-based evaluation should
be put into consideration to make sure only those
who present real dangers are kept in custody. Police
reforms are also necessary to avoid false arrests and
arbitrary detention which has contributed greatly to
the under-trial inflow; these reforms should include
better training, a tight rein on its operations, inner
accountability measures, and better coordination of
the police, the prosecutors and the courts.
Administration of prisons such as separation of pre-
trial detainees, basic amenity provision, medical
facilities and rehabilitation programs can help to
reduce the adverse effects of overcrowding and
extended imprisonment and a systematic identification
of those who should be released under the stipulated
provisions of the law and subsequent release will
further ease the strain on the prisons. The law, trends
in detention, and best practices should be
implemented through policy and legislative
accountability, as well as data-driven monitoring and
effective implementation of the law. Taken together,
these measures can solve both procedural
inefficiencies and socio-economic inequalities that
make the marginalized and economically
disadvantaged prisoners unable to seek judicial
redress. Empirical evidence points to the fact that such
a high rate of pre-trial detainees, the length of the jail
term, and the imbalance of the system as evidence of
the combination of judicial, administrative, and social
failures, which makes it obvious that the issue of
under-trial detention is both a governmental and a
legal one. These reforms will help alleviate congestion,
speed up the process, and ensure the dignity and rights
of under-trial prisoners are respected, and
constitutional rights to liberty, equality, and fair trial
will actually be achieved. Finally, by establishing an
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effective, transparent and responsive criminal justice
system that focuses on addressing under-trial
population, the criminal justice system will reinforce
democratic governance and the protection of human
rights and will ensure that the criminal justice system
of India turns into one that will uphold the respect of
justice, equity and rule of law to all people regardless
of social-economic status.
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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic transformed India’s
skill development ecosystem, exposing its critical
vulnerabilities while simultaneously catalyzing
innovative approaches to vocational education and
training. The abrupt closure of training institutions
necessitated an immediate transition to online learning
modalities, creating unprecedented challenges for
learners lacking access to digital technologies and
resources. This comprehensive analysis examines the
pandemic’s multifaceted impact on India’s skill
development sector through systematic evaluation of
government reports, academic literature, industry
studies and field observations. The paper also
contributes to understanding pandemic-driven
educational disruptions and provides strategic insights
for developing resilient, adaptive skill development
frameworks that can effectively serve India’s
demographic dividend in the post-pandemic era.

Keywords: COVID-19, Skill Development,
Vocational Education, Digital Divide, TVET, Online
Learning, Lifelong Learning
Introduction

The COVID-19 pandemic created an
unprecedented global crisis that altered the
educational landscapes worldwide, with profound
implications for practice-based learning systems
(UNESCO-UNEVOC, 2020). India’s skill
development ecosystem, traditionally characterized
by hands-on training and industry-relevant
competencies, encountered extraordinary challenges
during prolonged lockdowns and social distancing
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Impact of COVID-19 on Skill
Development in India: Lessons

and the Way Forward for
Lifelong Learning

measures (International Labour Organization, 2020).
The pandemic’s impact transcended temporary
institutional closures, triggering a comprehensive
transformation in how vocational education and
training is conceptualized, delivered and assessed
(OECD, 2020).

The global economic disruption manifested
differently across sectors and geographical regions,
with some industries ceasing operations entirely while
others experienced unprecedented demand surges
due to skilled worker shortages (World Economic
Forum, 2021). Several sectors demonstrated
remarkable adaptability, reorienting production
capabilities toward essential items such as personal
protective equipment and medical devices (MoHFW,
2020). However, workers across all sectors required
adaptation to new organizational structures, including
stringent workplace safety protocols and remote
work arrangements (ILO, 2020).

Lockdown measures proved particularly severe
for vulnerable workers, especially those in the informal
sector dependent on daily earnings with limited
savings, raising critical concerns about basic survival
(Chadha & Agarwal, 2021). Women, constituting a
significant portion of wage labor, self-employment and
unpaid family work, faced disproportionate challenges
during this period (Agarwal & Choudhury, 2021).
Young people encountered exceptional difficulties in
labor market entry, potentially creating long-term
consequences for their career trajectories and earning
potential (Kapur, 2020).

The immediate challenge involved rapidly
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transitioning Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) provision from face-to-face delivery
to digital or blended learning modalities (Khasawneh,
2024). Several nations began developing virtual
workplace performance assessments, modifying
examination formats and transitioning traditionally
physical assessments to online platforms (UNESCO-
UNEVOC, 2020).

This paper examines the comprehensive impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic on skill education in
India, utilizing secondary data from various reports,
academic publications and field observations during
the pandemic period. It provides insights into
challenges faced, adaptations implemented and
lessons learned that can inform future resilience
planning for India’s skill development sector.

Job Market Dynamics during the Pandemic
1. Transformation of Work Patterns

The rapidly evolving nature of work during the
pandemic significantly expanded India’s skill
development requirements by reflecting persistent
concerns across industries regarding skilled worker’s
availability (World Economic Forum, 2021). This
transformation transcended sectoral boundaries,
affecting both manufacturing and service industries
equally (FICCI & EY, 2020). The pandemic created
distinct employment landscape winners and losers,
with online platform-based services experiencing
substantial growth while traditional professions
adapted through virtual delivery models (NSDC,
2021).

The formal footwear market declined as casual
and leisure footwear markets expanded, reflecting
institutional adoption of work-from-home cultures
(FICCI & EY, 2020). Similarly, fitness centers
transitioned to virtual delivery models, including online
personal training sessions, demonstrating sectoral
adaptability during the crisis (World Economic Forum,
2021).

2. Manufacturing Sector Challenges

Manufacturing sectors in India, particularly labor-
intensive industries, frequently employed cost-
minimization strategies for hazardous tasks, exploiting
the vulnerability of marginalized groups through
dangerous assignments (ILO, 2020). The
compensation structure remained disconnected from
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skill levels and social security provisions, creating
critical vulnerabilities during the pandemic period
(NITI Aayog, 2021). This highlighted the necessity
for fundamental mindset shifts combined with effective
skilling strategies to capitalize on India’s demographic
dividend benefiting industries, workers and society
(World Bank, 2021).

3. Emergence of COVID Warriors

Many industries struggling with economic
slowdown faced survival challenges during COVID-
19, implementing hiring freezes, salary reductions and
layofts as common business strategies for maintaining
operational viability (PIB, 2020). Conversely, demand
for frontline workers designated as “COVID
warriors” increased rapidly across various sectors
(MoHFW, 2020).

India’s Prime Minister characterized frontline
workers as “soldiers without uniforms,” primarily
including healthcare workers, sanitation personnel and
medical professionals (PIB, 2020). The official
COVID warriors designation encompassed nurses,
pharmacists, laboratory volunteers, National Service
Scheme participants, National Cadet Corps
members, ASHA workers, Anganwadi workers,
home guards and firefighters (MoHFW, 2020). The
framework outlined two fundamental expectations:
“cure” and “care” with medical professionals
providing expertise in the cure component while a
significant portion of the existing workforce could be
deployed for care components with appropriate
training and standards (PIB, 2020).

Impact of the Pandemic on India’s Skill
Development Ecosystem

1. Digital Transition and the Widening Digital
Divide

The majority of skill development programs in
India traditionally operated through classroom-based
delivery models, creating significant infrastructure
challenges when transitioning to online platforms
overnight (Sharma & Tiwari, 2021). Participants from
low-income families lacked access to essential digital
infrastructure, while trainers were inadequately
prepared for virtual training delivery, particularly from
home environments (Jafar etal., 2023).

The pandemic significantly widened the digital
divide between students with resource access and
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those without adequate support (Ministry of
Electronics & IT, 2021). Despite internet accessibility
increasing from 27% to over 50% in preceding years,
the majority of youth participating in skill development
programs had severely limited access to smartphones
and reliable data connectivity (Sharma & Tiwari,
2021). Programs at organizations like Dr. Reddy’s
Foundation, designed for unemployed youth from
low-income families, revealed that 25-30% of
students did not own smartphones prior to national
lockdown announcement (Dr. Reddy’s Foundation,
2021).

This digital divide created substantial barriers to
implementing effective online skill development
programs, effectively excluding significant portions of
the target demographic from continuing education and
training during the pandemic period (Gilbertson et al.,
2021).

2. Digital Opportunities and E-Learning
Innovations

Despite COVID-19 challenges, skill development
through e-learning gained increased importance and
acceptance as rapid global adoption of digital
technologies began redefining business operations
(KPMG India & Google India, 2017). The talent
landscape in this digital environment underwent
significant re-imagination, with digital education
creating opportunities for both educators and students,
ensuring greater participation in learning processes
(FICCI & EY, 2020).

With advancements in connectivity and aspirations
for customized learning, e-learning became integral
to most organizations’ training methodologies
(NSDC, 2021). Organizations leveraged multiple
learning channels, focusing on hands-on project-based
training and social learning approaches for
comprehensive skill development (OECD, 2020).

E-learning gained popularity for both technical
domains and soft skills development, with soft skills
competency delivery becoming increasingly digitized
through short concept audio-videos, real-life scenario-
based artificial intelligence solutions, secondary
research projects and smart gamified solutions
(FICCI & EY, 2020).

3. Commuting and Mobility Challenges
When lockdown measures were gradually
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relaxed, the job placement which is crucial success
indicators for short-term training programs were
negatively impacted due to several interconnected
factors (Skills India, 2021). Disruptions in demand-
supply chains resulted in fewer job openings, with
sectors such as retail, hospitality and tourism severely
affected, offering fewer opportunities compared to
healthcare, banking, finance, information technology-
enabled services, e-commerce and logistics (World
Economic Forum, 2021).

Fear of COVID-19 infection compelled students
and families to postpone job placements, while lack
of transportation facilities, particularly public
transportation preferred by most Indians, made
commuting to workplaces difficult even for students
receiving job offers (Agarwal & Choudhury, 2021).
As cities began reopening, local transportation costs
increased threefold, creating additional challenges for
students seeking entry-level positions paying between
INR 10,000 and INR 15,000 (Skills India, 2021).
Many youth in skill development programs preferred
working at hyperlocal businesses rather than traveling
long distances without affordable transportation
options (NSDC, 2021).

4. Funding Constraints and Resource
Limitations

Extended lockdown measures through
September-October 2020 made funding sources for
government-sponsored programs largely unavailable,
creating significant pressure on small skill development
organizations and forcing them to reduce project staff
(Choudhury, 2021). During this period, many
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) foundations
provided considerable flexibility to non-profit partners
for experimenting with new approaches, such as virtual
delivery and digital infrastructure support, to minimize
lockdown impacts on skilling programs (Pandey,
2021).

The pandemic created opportunities for CSR
foundations, private foundations, industry
partnerships, and employers to assume larger roles
in developing the country’s skilled workforce (NITI
Aayog, 2021). The phase one launch of Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 in January 2021
represented welcome development that helped
revitalize government-sponsored skilling programs
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(MoSDE, 2021).
Educational Delivery Modalities: Virtual,
Blended and Self-Paced Learning

During the COVID-19 pandemic, self-learning
applications and virtual programs experienced
significant growth, though maintaining equivalent
training quality with digital delivery models proved
challenging (Khasawneh, 2024). Issues included
logistical complications, trainer difficulties in digitally
engaging students and participant commitment
challenges in online learning environments
(UNESCO-UNEVOC, 2020).

Skill development programs already faced
challenges in training delivery and achieving desired
learning outcomes, with transferring solutions online
potentially exacerbating learning outcome difficulties
(OECD, 2020). Observations indicated that training
course impacts varied during lockdown depending
on online course characteristics, with theoretical
concepts effectively delivered online while practical
sessions still required classroom support (Khasawneh,
2024). Consequently, foundational courses produced
better results than those teaching technical skills online
(UNESCO-UNEVOC, 2020).

Based on virtual program learning experiences,
significant opportunities existed to develop high-quality
digital training solutions for youth demographics
through trainer-assisted programs deliverable in local
languages (NSDC, 2021).

Institutional Adaptations and New Learning
Approaches

Organizations demonstrated remarkable agility
through increased digital technology utilization, funding
portfolio diversification, new skill introductions and
Training of Trainers (ToT) course investments, helping
them survive the crisis while creating innovative
solutions (Pandey, 2021). Rapid transitions to online
training enabled management of key processes in core
employability skills training programs, though
healthcare skilling programs faced difficulties due to
their technical nature and practical elements involved
(Dr. Reddy’s Foundation, 2021).

Student onboarding strategies for virtual classes
changed, with clear explanations of virtual class
delivery through videos (MHRD, 2020). Students and
parents were encouraged to obtain smartphones while
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training was provided at reduced costs, enabling
purchase of necessary data packages for virtual
training participation (NSDC, 2021).

Training of Trainers course investments proved
extremely beneficial, with trainers receiving training
for effective virtual delivery while short videos on core
modules were created in vernacular languages
(Kapur, 2020). Virtual training was delivered via
video conferencing platforms in morning sessions while
WhatsApp was used in afternoon sessions to maintain
student engagement (FICCI & EY, 2020). Learning
management systems were utilized for assessment
administration and sharing core module videos for
student self-learning, with online parent meetings and
weekly sessions helping achieve positive learning
outcomes (MHRD, 2020).

Analysis of Challenges and Opportunities
1. Infrastructure and Access Disparities

The pandemic exposed significant disparities in
digital infrastructure access between urban and rural
areas, as well as across socioeconomic lines, creating
unequal opportunities for skill development and
potentially perpetuating economic inequalities
(Ministry of Electronics & IT, 2021). Rural
participants often lacked access to high-speed
internet, modern computing devices and quality
training facilities, creating barriers to effective online
skill development (Sharma & Tiwari, 2021).

2. Quality and Effectiveness Concerns

The rapid transition to online learning raised
concerns about maintaining training quality and
effectiveness, as traditional vocational education relies
heavily on hands-on experience, practical
demonstrations and direct supervision difficult to
replicate in virtual environments (Khasawneh, 2024).
While theoretical components translated well to online
formats, practical elements essential to skill
development remained challenging to deliver
effectively through digital platforms (UNESCO-
UNEVOC, 2020).

3. Trainer Preparedness and Capacity Building

The sudden shift to online delivery highlighted gaps
in trainer preparedness for digital instruction, with
many trainers lacking necessary technological skills
and pedagogical knowledge for effective online
teaching (Kapur, 2020). This situation necessitated
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rapid capacity building initiatives and significant
investments in trainer development programs to ensure
quality instruction delivery in virtual environments
(OECD, 2020).

4. Industry-Academia Collaboration Challenges

The pandemic significantly disrupted traditional
mechanisms of industry—academia collaboration,
adversely impacting internships, apprenticeships and
on-the-job training opportunities, with long-term
implications for practical skill development and
employment outcomes (ILO, 2020). Students lost
access to real-world work environments where they
could apply learning and develop professional
competencies (World Bank, 2021).

Policy Responses and Government Initiatives
1. National Skill Development Initiatives

The Government of India implemented several
policy measures to address pandemic-related
challenges in skill development, including continuation
of stipend payments for apprentices during lockdown
periods, development of online learning platforms and
provision of digital infrastructure support for training
organizations (MoSDE, 2020).

The National Skill Development Corporation’s
e-learning aggregator portal, eSkilllndia, offered more
than 400 curated courses from various knowledge
providers, partnering with international organizations
during the pandemic to provide online opportunities
for skill-seekers (NSDC, 2021).

2. State-Level Responses

Various state governments implemented
innovative approaches to continue skill development
during the pandemic, including traditional media such
as television and radio for educational content
delivery, mobile learning applications and community-
based training centers operating with social distancing
protocols (MHRD, 2020).

3. Public-Private Partnerships

The pandemic catalyzed new forms of public-
private partnerships in skill development, with
Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives playing
crucial roles in supporting skill development
organizations during the crisis, providing both financial
support and technological resources to enable
transition to digital delivery models (Pandey,
2021).
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Lessons Learned and Future Implications
1. Resilience and Adaptability

The pandemic demonstrated both vulnerability
and resilience of India’s skill development ecosystem
(World Bank, 2021). While traditional delivery
models were severely disrupted, the sector showed
remarkable adaptability in developing alternative
approaches to training delivery, highlighting the
importance of building flexible, multi-modal training
systems responsive to various disruptions (OECD,
2020).
2. Technology Integration

The forced digital transformation accelerated
technology integration in vocational education,
providing valuable insights into potential and limitations
of technology-mediated learning for skill development
(FICCI & EY, 2020). These lessons can inform
future strategies for blending traditional and
digital approaches to create more effective and
accessible training programs (UNESCO-UNEVOC,
2020).
3. Equity and Inclusion Considerations

The pandemic exposed and exacerbated existing
inequalities in access to skill development
opportunities, with the digital divide particularly
affecting students from rural areas, low-income
families and marginalized communities (Jafar et al.,
2023). Addressing these inequalities requires
comprehensive strategies beyond technological
solutions, including infrastructure development,
affordability measures and targeted support for
vulnerable populations (Ministry of Electronics & IT,
2021).
Recommendations for Building Resilient Skill
Development Systems
1. Infrastructure Development

Investment in digital infrastructure is crucial for
ensuring equitable access to skill development
opportunities, including expanding high-speed internet
connectivity to rural areas, providing affordable
devices to students from low-income families and
developing robust online learning platforms capable
of handling large-scale usage (Sharma & Tiwari,
2021).
2. Hybrid Learning Models

Future skill development programs should adopt
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hybrid models combining online and offline learning
approaches, providing flexibility while ensuring
practical training components are adequately
addressed (UNESCO-UNEVOC, 2020). Such
models should leverage strengths of different delivery
modes while mitigating respective limitations (OECD,
2020).

3. Trainer Development

Comprehensive trainer development programs
are essential for successful implementation of
technology-enhanced learning, focusing on both
technological skills and pedagogical approaches for
effective online and hybrid instruction (Kapur, 2020).
Continuous professional development should be
institutionalized to keep pace with evolving
technologies and learning methodologies (World
Bank, 2021).

4. Industry Engagement

Strengthening industry-academia partnerships is
crucial for maintaining practical relevance of skill
development programs, including developing virtual
internship programs, remote mentoring initiatives and
innovative approaches to workplace learning
maintainable during disruptions (ILO, 2020).
Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic fundamentally
transformed India’s skill development landscape,
creating unprecedented challenges while generating
unique opportunities for innovation and reform. While
the crisis severely disrupted traditional hands-on
training methodologies forming the backbone of
vocational education, it also catalyzed rapid digital
transformation that permanently altered how skill
development is conceptualized and delivered.

The pandemic’s multifaceted impact affected
different stakeholders variably, with students from
disadvantaged backgrounds facing the greatest
challenges due to limited access to digital infrastructure
and resources, exacerbating existing educational
inequalities. Training organizations rapidly adapted
delivery models with limited resources and preparation
time, while the broader ecosystem, including industry
partners and government agencies, re-imagined their
roles in supporting skill development during the
Crisis.

Despite these challenges, the crisis demonstrated
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remarkable resilience and adaptability of India’s skill
development ecosystem. Organizations developed
innovative training delivery approaches, leveraged
technology in unprecedented ways and created
partnerships that had not existed before the pandemic.
This experience provided valuable insights into digital
technology potential for expanding skill development
access while highlighting limitations, particularly for
practical, hands-on training.

The lessons learned during the pandemic have
significant implications for India’s skill development
future, highlighting the need for more resilient, flexible
systems adaptable to various disruptions while
maintaining quality and accessibility. The experience
underscored the importance of addressing digital
divides and ensuring technological solutions do not
exacerbate existing inequalities.

Moving forward, India’s skill development
ecosystem must embrace hybrid approaches
combining the best aspects of traditional and digital
learning methodologies, requiring continued investment
in digital infrastructure, comprehensive trainer
development programs, and innovative industry-
academia collaboration approaches. Most
importantly, it requires commitment to ensuring
technological transformation benefits are shared
equitably across all society segments.

The pandemic provided an opportunity to
re-imagine and rebuild India’s skill development
system in more inclusive, accessible and responsive
ways to changing economic and societal needs. By
learning from pandemic period challenges and
innovations, India can develop more resilient and
effective approaches to harnessing its demographic
dividend through comprehensive skill development
initiatives.

*Assistant Regional Director
Indira Gandhi National Open University

**Former Professor

Department of Continuing Education and Extension
University of Delhi

and

Director, Suramya an Equitable

and Sustainable Development Forum, Delhi

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



References:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Agarwal, P., & Choudhury, P. (2021). “COVID-
19 and its impact on education, social life and
mental health of students: A survey”. Children and
Youth Services Review, 121, 105866.

Behera, B., & Gaur, M. (2020). “Impact of
COVID-19 on the skill development movement in
India”. Journal Press India.

Chadha, S., & Agarwal, P. (2021). “Impact of
COVID-19 Pandemic on Women’s Education and
Employment in India”. Social Change, 51(2), 228-
235.

Choudhury, I. (2021). “Challenges with skill
development programmes during the pandemic”.
IDR Online.

Das, K. (2021). “Skill Development in India:
Challenges and Opportunities during COVID-19
Pandemic”. Journal of Skills Development, 11(2),
50-59.

Dr. Reddy’s Foundation. (2021). “The digital divide
and skill development: A case study”.

FICCI and EY. (2020). “Reconfiguring Indian
education: Empowering for the new normal”.
Gilbertson, A., Dey, J., Deuchar, A., & Grills, N.
(2021). “India’s COVID-19 divide in digital
learning”. Pursuit, University of Melbourne.
Indian Council for Research on International
Economic Relations (ICRIER). (2020). “The
efficacy of online skill training in India”.
International Labour Organization. (2020).
“COVID-19 and the world of work: Impact and
policy responses”.

International Labour Organization. (2020). “Skills
development in the time of COVID-19: Taking
stock of the initial responses in technical and
vocational education and training”. ILO
Publications.

Jafar, K., Ananthpur, K., & Venkatachalam, L.
(2023). “Digital divide and access to online
education: New evidence from Tamil Nadu, India”.
Journal of Health Economics and Policy, 15(2),
124-138.

Kapur, R. (2020). “Impact of COVID-19 on the
education sector in India”. Education India Journal:
A Quarterly Refereed Journal of Dialogues on
Education, 9(2), 92-101.

Khasawneh, M. A. S. (2024). “The challenges
facing vocational education online from the

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

teachers’ perspectives”. Journal of Curriculum and
Teaching, 13(2), 180-195.

KPMG India & Google India. (2017). “Online
Education in India: 2021”.

MHRD, Government of India. (2020). “Digital
initiatives for education and training”.

Ministry of Electronics & IT, Government of India.
(2021). “Digital India: Bridging the digital divide”.
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India. (2020). “COVID-19
warriors”.

Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE). (2021). “Revamped
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana”.
Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship. (2020). “Guidelines for opening
apprenticeship training facility post COVID-19
lockdown”. Government of India.

National Sample Survey Office. (2011-12). “Status
of education and vocational training in India (68th
round)”. Government of India.

National Skill Development Corporation. (2021).
“Impact of COVID-19 on skill development in
India”. NSDC Publications.

NITI Aayog. (2021). “Post-pandemic reforms for
inclusive and sustainable growth”.

OECD. (2020). “Skills outlook 2021: Learning for
life”.

Pandey, P. (2021). “Organizational agility and
innovation in skill education during the COVID-
19 crisis”. Indian Journal of Training and
Development, 51(1), 60-74.

Press Information Bureau. (2020). “PM’s address
to frontline COVID-19 workers”.

Sharma, R., & Tiwari, V. (2021). “Bridging the
digital divide in India: Challenges and
opportunities”. International Journal of Information
and Education Technology, 11(3), 132-137.

Skills India. (2021). “Placement and employability
assessment during COVID-19”.
UNESCO-UNEVOC. (2020). “Technical and
vocational education and training (TVET) in the
times of COVID-19”.

World Bank. (2021). “Skilling India: Lifelong
learning for a future-ready workforce”.

World Economic Forum. (2021). “India’s skills gap:
Mobilizing collaborative responses for recovery”.

Global Thought * October 2025 108



Research Paper

Shubham Kumar*

Siddhant Gupta**

Abstract

This comparative analysis of the structuring
and the governance of the prison systems in India
and Germany show that the history, constitution
making and the capacity of the state determine
divergent results in penal systems. In India, the
system, which remains largely punitive and
security-centred, is marked by chronic congestion,
high levels of under trials, bureaucratic hierarchies
and disproportionate state capacity, even in 2012.
Monitoring systems are usually not independent
and sustained, and they help to maintain many of
the challenges identified by the lack of sanitation,
custodial brutality, a lack of infrastructures, and
the absence of healthcare, legal and mental-health
services. Having been reconstructed after World
War 11, in the spirit of human dignity at the core
of its constitutional regime, Germany has evolved
a model of the governance of prisons, based on
decentralization and freedom of rights. It focuses
on rehabilitation, normalization and social
reintegration in its prisons and is aided by
professional  staffing, evidence-based
management, robust federal guidelines, and open
independent monitoring. Its correctional
philosophy includes education, vocational
training, therapy and planned pre-release. The
juxtaposition between these systems helps the
study to trace larger political trends: in Germany,
prisons represent an exemplar of high capacity
welfare state, and a system of consensus-oriented
government, whereas in India, prisons are an
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Assessing Prison Governance

in India and Germany :

A Comparative Political Study

embodiment of an institutional barrier of diverse
developing democracy, the custodial reform in
which is politically marginal. The comparison has
added policy lessons to both, and perhaps in the
future Germany can emulate the approaches of
India with respect to rights-oriented approaches
and professionalized management and India could
benefit with approaches of community-based open
prisons and low-cost rehabilitation. Finally, the
research postulates that the governance of prisons
is a commanding measure of the capacity of state,
practice of democracy and investment of the
society in human dignity.

Keywords: Prison governance, India—Germany
comparison, penal philosophy, state capacity, inmate
rights, rehabilitation and reintegration

Historical and Constitutional Foundations of
Prison Governance

The Indian and German historical and
constitutional background of governing the prison is
not just a legal framework but also what the political
culture and social philosophy of the country as well
as the path of state-building development influenced
the development of both nations. When analyzing
these underpinnings, it is possible to see the reasons
why the two nations, the two democratic nations that
are constitutional, have positioned their views on
imprisonment, punishment, and the treatment of a
human being dramatically differently.! The current
system of prisons in India has a strong institutional
connection with the colonial British rule. British prisons
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were regarded more as a means of control rather than
reform (Bozzi, 1995), and this line of thinking greatly
influenced early policy and laws towards prisons and
the direction towards which they were governed. The
best-remained heritage of this decade is the Prisons
Act of 1894 that created a strict security-focused
system revolving around discipline, isolation, and harsh
labor.? Its clauses were the interests or concerns of
the colony like ensuring order, getting labor and
surveillance as opposed to paying attention to the
welfare or rehabilitation of the prisoners. According
to scholars, the Act formalized a bureaucratic and
hierarchical prison administrator that emphasized on
punishment and not on correction (Arnold 213).
Following independence in 1947, India adopted this
colonial law with little modification and despite the
suggestion of radical changes by various reform
committees (including the Mulla Committee (1980-
83)) the law was not properly implemented since the
willingness to do so was scarce at the national level
and different states had disparate capacities to
implement it.? India has a constitutional system of
governance of prisons which is characterized by
federalism. Prisons, according to the State List in the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution under its Entry
4, are the prisons whose only jurisdiction is the
government of states. This has resulted in a wide range
of differences in terms of prison management,
infrastructures, budgeting and reform programs
throughout 28 states and 8 Union Territories in India.*
Even though other states have taken progressive steps
like open prisons, rehabilitation programs, others are
challenged with the chronic overcrowding,
understaffing and decayed infrastructure. This
fracturing can be seen as mirroring more general
trends of administrative inequality in the federal system
of India where disparities in development have
profound impacts on the results of governance.’ The
judicial system in India has been transformative in
increasing the constitutional protection of the prisoners
even when there is one that is stagnant in the legislative
system. Article 21, which enshrines the right to life
and personal liberty, was actively interpreted by the
Supreme Court particularly since the 1970s, as giving
a broad array of rights to the inmate such as
safeguarding against torture, access to the attorney
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and a human habitable living environment. Sunil Batra
v. Lotman 2009. Sheela Barse v. Delhi Administration
(1978). The case of state of Maharashtra (1983)
defined that inmates must not be deprived of their
basic rights just by being put into custody. What can
be seen through these judicial interventions is a
trend of judicial governance, by which the
administrative vulnerabilities of the state are filled by
the imposition of norms of care, control and
responsibility by the courts on the state. Yet,
researchers point out that court reform cannot replace
structural legislative reform, in particular, when the
main body of statutory regulation is still based on the
colonial values.®

The system of prison management in Germany
originated in a polar opposite movement of the history
based on horrible effects of such kind of government
and the necessity of the moral judgment line to
reconstruct the institutions of the democratic society,
which was ruined by the World War I1. Atrocities of
Nazi-incarceration, concentration camps, and
governmental violence entrigued a reformative
outburst in evaluating the connection between the state
and the individual. A calculation of this kind came into
being in the very first article of the Basic Law
(Grundgesetz) of 1949 which stated: HUMAN D
Ignity shall be inviolable.” This promise of human
dignity written in the constitution (Menschenwurde)
significantly changed the philosophy of punishment in
Germany as noted by scholars. This contrasted with
the experience in India whose colonial inheritance of
penal governance, whereby all institutions such as
prisons were run under a constitutional vision based
on rights and founded on the aspects of respect,
proportionality and human treatment of the individual.
A philosophical fix was already embedded in the
Federal Prison Act of 1976 (Strafvollzugsgesetz),
which continues to be one of the most effective penal
laws across Europe in the modern day.?
Rehabilitation, and not deterrence or retribution, were
the primary goals of imprisonment that were explicitly
defined in the Act. It identified the principle of
normalization, according to which the life within prison
is to be as similar to the life in the society as possible.
In this principle, prisons ought to offer chances of
education, work, therapy and socialization but any
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limit of liberty should not exceed the required level.?
Scholars claim this Act was a breakthrough in
achieving a congruence between prison management
and democracy and make certain the incarceration
never disrupts the basic citizenship rights. Prison
administration in Germany was also influenced by the
federal system in the country. At first, the prisons were
federally governed, however, in 2006 there was a
constitutional change that devolved the prison control
to the Lander (federal states). Every Land has since
its own law concerning prison, though these laws are
bound by general constitutional rules, particularly, the
rule of human dignity and proportionality. This model
is a combination of both decentralization and
uniformity model whereby regions are flexible to
national standards. In contrast to India, state
independence leads to unequal governance partly, as
witnessed in India sometimes, but the high
constitutional court and well-endowed bureaucratic
institutions of Germany guarantee that instances of
rights-based principles are minimized and checked
up. The other pillar of the constitutional police system
in Germany is that there are independent monitoring
structures, including state ombuds offices and state-
level preventive structures necessitated by the
Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture
(OPCAT).! These organizations enhance the integrity
system and ensure the prisons are open and capable
of adhering to the human rights standards. India on
the other hand has visiting committees and human rights
commissions, but due to political influence, lack of
training and inability to enforce them they tend to have
limited powers.

When coupled together, these historical and
constitutional paths demonstrate two radically
different prison government models.!! The inherited
colonial model and a fragmented federal system
continues to define India, and the judicial activism tries
to provide the gaps that legislative inertia has created.
The German model was constructed in a conscious
effort to work around human dignity, democratic
accountability, and a professional approach of prison
to welfare-state. These historic disparities still affect
the modern-day prison policy, administrative potential,
entitlement of inmates, and rehabilitation plans in the
2 countries.
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Administrative Structures and Institutional
Capacity

The political systems, culture of governance and
the capabilities of states as demonstrated in the
administrative setups and institutional capacities of
India and Germany are part of the overall differences,
which are ultimately influenced by the politics
foundations and culture and the overall capabilities of
the states, which end up determining the functioning
of the prisons in its normal day to day operations.!?
The knowledge of these structures helps in our
understanding how the power is structured, the way
of distributing resources and the maintenance of
accountability within the respective countries of
correctional administration. Though India and
Germany are both federal democracies, there have
been intense contrasting models of the prison
governance due to practical realities of their
administrative systems. The bureaucratic hierarchies
of India allow the administrative structure as a result
of the colonial rule.!3 The state governments handle
prisons and the chain of command normally proceeds
downwards, with the State Home Department being
followed by the Director General of Prisons who is
followed by Inspector Generals, Deputy Inspector
Generals, Superintendents, and lowly administrative
functions. This is a structure that heavily emphasizes
on command and control and most of the decisions
are central to higher ranks in bureaucracy. Prison
personnel in most states are not a special section of a
particular cadre of correctional faculty, but a group
of police personnel or even general administration
staff. Consequently, the system is inclined to pay more
attention to security and discipline rather than
rehabilitation or psychological support. Prison officers
also do not get the necessary training particularly in
such areas as conflict management, rights of prisoners
and the management of mental health because many
prison officers are training with limited or inconsistent
training resulting in unequal professionalism among
states.!* The significant characteristic of the
institutional capacity of India is a high degree of
diversification. The richer states that had more
powerful administrative structures, i.e. Kerala, Tamil
or Maharashtra, were more likely to have rather well-
organized prison systems, more staff education spots,
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and more access to rehabilitation methodologies. On
the other hand, the poor states such as Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand face poor funding, endemic
overcrowding and serious staffing shortages. The
problem of overcrowding is one of the greatest
administrative problems, as it tends to exceed national
capacity.!® The percentage of prisoners who are
undertrials is still very high and it burdens the prison
administration and the prison resources further since
they are not necessarily allocated to rehabilitation or
vocational training. These organizational problems
reveal the poor institutional capacity which reduces
the prison governance in India. The other opportunity
is the absence of technological integration. Despite
the introduction of digitized record keeping systems,
video conferencing to appear before the court and
online systems where individuals visit each other, the
practice is not universal. Even now, there are lots of
prisons that use the manual registers and outdated
processes, which lower the level of transparency and
effectiveness. Audits and inspections are conducted
internally however the frequency and quality of such
audits and inspections differs drastically.'® Although
India has arrangements such as Board of Visitors,
State Human Rights Commissions and internal
vigilance systems, such mechanisms of supervision
tend to be independent or powerless. This undermines
the accountability of administration and leaves
problems like custodial violence, bribing and
mismanagement to exist.

The administrative system of Germany, in turn,
serves as a manifestation of high capacity welfare state,
long history of following the principles of efficiency,
professionalism and government by rights.!” All Prison
administration is decentralized to the Lander
(federals), but all effectively are constitutional balanced
in terms of human dignity, proportions and
rehabilitation. Every Land has a Ministry of Justice
that manages prisons, however, prison workers are
usually well trained specialists, such as correctional
officers, psychologists, social workers, and vocational
educators. This professional diversification allows
developing a more holistic atmosphere, when security,
rehabilitation, and welfare are not conflictual values.
The expertization of the German correctional staft'is
one of the main features of its administrative power.
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Officers go through an extensive training, which
incorporates psychology, communication, conflict
mediation and legal provisions.'® Most of the facilities
have more staff to inmate ratios than those found in
India which enables to provide personal attention,
counseling, therapeutic programs and planned inmate
supervision. Decision-making in administrations is
decentralized at the prisons individually, providing the
superintendents and lower managers with a lot of
freedom in structuring programs that would fit their
inmate groups. Itis flexibility with which the institutions
become responsive and innovative. The prison
infrastructure in Germany is also representative of the
administrative capacity. The majority of prisons
nowadays are contemporary, clean and built with
smaller units or cells instead of large and crowded
barracks. Most of the facilities have special areas of
education, workshops, therapy, and outdoor activity.
Of particular interest are open prisons, where the
prisoners are housed in semi-independent structures,
and where they can work outside throughout the day.
These amenities need a strong administrative oversight
and social assistance structures that Germany has
developed well in terms of community based alliances,
rehab agencies and reintegration procedures funded
by the state. Another aspect in which Germany has
good institutional capacity is the use of technology.
Computerised schedules, surveillance, organised data
of inmates, and digital record systems increase
transparency and decrease the amount of
administration required.! The efficient supervision is
provided by the electronic monitoring system, which
is active in a large number of facilities, where they
organize semi-open or conditional release programs,
providing more autonomy to inmates. Administrative
auditing, inspection and evaluation are routine and
their findings are made publicly. Accountability is further
enhanced with the assistance of independent
monitoring bodies like ombuds offices and the human
rights committees. Such systems will make the prison
administration transparent, consistent and occur based
on the values of the constitution.

The two countries are also differentiated in the
patterns of funding. Germany spends considerably
more per inmate, which allows using high-quality
facilities, training of quality personnel, psychological
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assistance and effective rehabilitation programs.2?

Comparatively, the prison-budgets of India are usually
too small to satisfy any fundamental infrastructural or
medical requirements. This inequalities is moulding
institutional competence at all ranks-sanitation and
living standards to education possibilities and
administrative management. In spite of these
differences, these two systems have some similar
pressures. Increasing populations of foreign prisoners,
language barrier, and the growing demand of
psychological services are some of the challenges that
Germany has to deal with. India with limited structural
capabilities has been innovative with open prisons in
states such as Rajasthan and other programmes like
skill development, prison industries and law aid clinics.
Nonetheless, most of the innovations in India tend to
be small-scale because of the insufficiency of
resources and unstable political compromises.
Conditions of Incarceration and Protection of
Inmate Rights

Incarceration in India and Germany represents
an immense diversification of political priorities,
administrative capabilities, and legal cultures, which,
in their ultimate manifestation, bylives such as prisoners
in both systems.?! Indian prisons are still plagued by
years of systematic overcrowding, lack of resources,
and unequal standards of service, whereas a prison
system based on robust constitutional rights and a
rehabilitative ethos of punishment is relatively humane
and rights-aceous as in Germany. It is therefore
important to know about these variations in order to
judge the level at which each system respects the
dignity and the basic rights of the incarcerated
people.2? Overpopulation in India is one of the most
continued problems. Most prisons have way over
capacity as mandated by the constitution and this is
mainly because of the high percentage of under-trial
inmates who are still awaiting trial instead of receiving
sentences. This adds to small living quarters, poor
sanitation amenities, and poor access to the simple
necessities like clean water and bedding. The Indian
prisons are often associated with the shortage of staff,
the lack of modern medical equipment, and the slow
nature of referrals to specialized services. There has
been a severe underdevelopment of mental health
support and most prisons do not have educated
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professionals such as psychologists or counselling
service providers.?3 Additionally, cases of custodial
violence, staff misconduct, and inmate-on-inmate
violence show the weakness of monitoring systems
and accountability that is more effective that its
counterpart. Germany suggests a very contrasting
picture, in the great part because of focusing on the
concept of the so-called normalization, which
presumes that life in prison must be as close to the
outside conditions as it can get. German prisons are
usually furnished with either personal or limited
communal rooms rather than big barracks and
institutions tend to have similar standards of hygiene,
nutrition and medical treatment afforded as those that
are in the community. Medical care in a nation is
provided by qualified health care institutions which
are a part of a national healthcare, and psychological
assistance is very common.? The physical setting is
also carefully designed in order to minimize stress and
aggression through an open space, academic and
work rooms that support positive habits. Right
protection to inmates is another zone that separates
the two systems. In India, the rights of life, dignity,
access to legal assistance, and torture protection are
supported by constitutional rights and judicial rulings.
Nevertheless, these rights are not uniformly applied,
which is partly because there is a lack of control over
them and the bureaucracy in managing prisons. There
are legal aid services, which are however strained
particularly in the rural areas. There is a tendency that
independent monitoring committees have limited
resources or power and therefore reduce
effectiveness.?’ The rights system in Germany has a
greater and more practical entrenchment. The rights
of prisoners will not be lost but will be limited to the
ones defined by the sentence. Regular inspections are
carried out by independent ombuds and external
monitoring bodies, which releases the findings to the
people and holds them accountable. The prisoners
are subjected to grievance systems, lawyers, learning,
jobs and rehabilitations programs which are aimed at
enabling the prisoners to integrate back into the
society. Communication, visiting, or movement
restrictions are highly controlled and solitary
confinement is applied with a tight rein. In general,
the difference in living conditions and the
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implementation of the rights is significant even though
both India and Germany value the need to protect
the rights of inmates.?® India still is struggling with the
systemic obstructions based on the overcrowding,
lack of resources and bureaucratic stagnation;
meanwhile Germany with its rights-based policy and
well-resourced mechanism that proves what
committed and competent administration can
accomplish. Increased oversight, increased
rehabilitative facilities, and increased transparency
deserve significant attention in improvement of the
state of affairs in the Indian prisons.
Rehabilitation, Reintegration, and Penal
Philosophy

Modern penology is based on rehabilitation and
reintegration, which defines the way societies conceive
the role of punishment and the state roles toward
persons imprisoned. Comparing India and Germany,
one can see that the two nations conceptualize the
idea of the commitment to the revisionist notion of
justice differently, but their institution-based and
philosophical approaches to the penal cause them to
take radically different directions. The instrument of
the system in Germany is deeply rooted in the
principles that prison must limit liberty but not dignity
hence making rehab the sole focus.?” The framework
of India, increasingly reform-focused but still largely
operating in a punitive and security-depriving
paradigm it has been due to the effects of colonialism,
unequal distribution of resources, and sociopolitical
limitations. In the modern world, Germany provides
one of the best examples of the rehabilitation-centered
penal philosophy. German law focuses on the
reintegration of offenders into society as the main goals
of imprisonment and the prison regime is specially
built to resemble the situation in the external society.
It is a normalization principle that acknowledges the
fact that reintegration does not occur once one has
been released, but rather in prison.?8 Training on job
skills, psychological counselling, substance-abuse
rehabilitation, as well as access to jobs are considered
as crucial elements in the prison setting. Employees
are also widely trained not just in security but also in
communication and conflict de-escalation and this
establishes a culture in which officers are user of a
task, part social worker/mentor. Open prisons, semi-
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open prisons and community based programs provide
opportunities through which inmates are able to
maintain their family ties, to work as well as take a
slow path of reentry back into the community. The
focus on post-prison preparation assists to prevent
the risk of recidivism and this is done based on an
idea of indivine treatment, dignity, and arranged
opportunities as prerequisites of ultimate behavioral
change. Rehabilitation is also a recognized objective
of the official penal philosophy in India, with special
emphasis placed on reformative provisions in the
Constitution, in directives of the Supreme Court, and
in national law and policy, including the Model Prison
Manual. The idealistic implementation of these ideals,
however, is skewed. Other states have done so with
some more radical changes like the open prisons in
Kerala, the vocation programs in Tihar Jail and yoga
and meditation based programs are also some changes
done in a select few states.?? Reform-oriented
programs are often shrouded by overcrowding,
shortages, low funds, and the custodial mode of
thinking. There are other vocational training
workshops, literacy courses, and skills development
programs and their coverage and quality widely vary
between states. Reintegration support Reintegration
support, including post-release counselling,
employment assistance, or community-based
monitoring, is very meager which exposes most group
released inmates to social stigma, homelessness and
recidivism.3? The large percentage of undertrial
prisoners is a major challenge that India faces in the
rehabilitation efforts made by the Indian government
since they form the major proportion of the prisoners.
Since they remain unconvinced, they are locked out
of work attempts, long-term education program or
carefully designed reintegration planning. The
continuity between prison programmes and the
community support services is also missing which
contributes to weakening the efforts on reintegration.
Also, rehabilitation is hampered by lack of expertise
like social workers, psychological and trained
counsellors, who can offer systematic approach to
rehabilitation. Given these differences, penal
philosophy has a significant role in explaining them.
The German model is driven by the rights culture of
the legal system that is the result of the constitutional
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culture of the post-war era when human dignity
became the central focus of the state agenda.! The
German model perceives the loss of freedom as the
punishment and should not make the situation in the
prison more painful. This attitude promotes investment
insocial services, personnel training, and re-integration
models. The development in the penal philosophy of
India maintains the influence of the colonial-era rule
that gave more emphasis to discipline, surveillance,
and order than human development. Judicial
intervention in reforms is a common occurrence as
opposed to systematic political intention, which slows
the change and constrains transformation of
institutional change. Nevertheless, these differences
do not mean that both nations do not have a chance
to learn relationally. The reintegration pathways, good
psychological support systems and normalization
principle that characterize Germany offer good lessons
to the Indian policymakers who want to reformulate
their prison philosophy to be more modern. On the
other hand, the experimental experience of open
prisons within India and the community-based
rehabilitation may provide low-cost alternatives that
may add variety to German discourse regarding the
further limiting of incarceration. Finally, the issue of
rehabilitation and reintegration is a critical assessment
of the democratic postulates of a society and its faith
in second chances. Although Germany is a prime
example of the rights-based penal philosophy, Indian
gradual changes and new advances do indicate a
system trying to create some balance between the
available resources and its constitutional obligation
to human dignity. Enhancement of these reformative
channels is still at the forefront of ensuring human, fair
and future-prudent governance of prisons.
Oversight, Accountability, and Comparative
Findings

The mechanisms of oversight and accountability
are the necessary elements of the democratic
governance of the prison system, as they serve to
define how the states exercise the coercive power,
as well as to guarantee that the rights of the people of
the penitentiaries are not violated.33 The difference
between India and Germany stands out especially
vivid when comparing the two nations. Germany is
characterized by very organized and transparent
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systems of oversight, the basis of which is deep in
constitutional protection and federal norms and
associated with the culture of rights-based
governance.3* Although India is constitutionally bound
by upholding the rights of prisoners, it has yet to solve
the problem of disjointed control packages, deficient
material resources, and bureaucracy. These
differences can give valuable knowledge on the
relation between a political capacity, administrative
culture and democratic values of a nation and its way
of governance in the prison. The oversight structure
of Germany has the advantage of having several layers
of institutional coordination. Regular inspection of
prisons, reviewing of complaints, and releasing of
public reports on shortcomings with corresponding
corrective recommendations are undertaken by
independent agencies, including state-level ombuds
institutions along with external commissions. Such
mstitutions also are autonomous, which enhances their
credibility and makes the prison administrations
responsible outside the mechanisms of review. Courts
also become proactive in the defence of the rights of
the inmates. Disciplinary action can be appealed,
conditions of confinement, or administrative decisions,
and this habit of incarceration reinforces a culture of
law, which places imprisonment and denial of judicial
recourse.’® The federal nature of Germany also
obligates the existence of the same minimum standard
in all the states so that the states do not experience
severe differences in the conditions of prisons. The
system puts transparency in its core: the results of the
inspections, academic assessments, and the reports
of the government can be publicly accessed and allow
the civil society and researchers to conduct
knowledgeable audits. The oversight mechanisms of
India are more disjointed given the very complex
federalist structure of the country and diversity in the
capacities of the states. Although there is a high level
of constitutional and judicial oversight, it is not
practiced in a steady manner. Much of the reform
discourse is often guided by the Supreme Court and
High Courts intervening to tackle violations,
overcrowding, custodial violence or scarcity of basic
facilities.3® Nevertheless, judicial activism will tend
to substitute systematic oversight but not to
complement it. Prison visits and advisories by statutory
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bodies like the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), State Human Rights Commissions
undermine their effectiveness due to lack of force,
staffing constraints and lack of enforcement.3” The
boards of Visitors as community-based oversight
committees are seldom active and miscellaneous in
their operations. The fact that they are not
institutionally independent and are dependent on the
state administrations makes them even less effective.
There is other difference in data transparency between
the two systems as well. India has the National crime
records bureau, which releases yearly statistics about
the prisons; however, the statistics are not analytic
and focus on the situation but not the details of rights
adherence, the state of the facilities, and the
performance of the programs. Germany, in its turn,
combines the data collection with the qualitative
measurements, enabling the evidence-based
policymaking and long-term planning. Also, Germany
promotes cooperation between the prison authorities
and the educational facilities, which leads to a higher
number of research-based reforms and the ongoing
testing of rehabilitation programs. The research access
to the prisons in India is very restricted and regulated;
it lowers the chances of empirical evaluation and
transformation to the discussion. Analyzing the
comparison of oversight and accountability
mechanisms of the two countries, a number of larger
trends can be identified. The success of Germany lies
in the independence of the institutions, transparency,
and political adherence to human dignity. Its control
mechanisms are proactive and not responsive and this
is in an ability to keep high standards than it responds
and reacts to crisis. The regulation in India is reactive
as it depends heavily on the courts, the spotlight of
the media and the sporadic political focus. The
resource limitation, overcrowding, and administrative
systems entrenched in the colonial California distant
practice and policy contributed to the gap between
policy and practice. Nevertheless, India has a
significant positive example as well. The proactive
judges have developed a progressive jurisprudence
that enlarges the rights of prisoners. Causes that
included in the attention of the civil society
organizations are custodial deaths, women prisoners
and the needs of undertrials. There are also examples
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of states that implemented some new reforms, open-
prison regimes and online monitoring platforms, which
may lead to a more massive transformation. The
existing comparison between oversees and
accountability shows that the governance within
prisons is eventually an action that depends on political
will and administrative culture. The system in Germany
shows how a rights based penal ideology, combined
with powerful institutions, can produce a humane and
effective correctional environment. The problems
faced by India point to the absence of structural
aspects but indicate that serious reform can still occur
when the state administrations, courts and civil
societies collaborate. The main factors that will
empower the control institutions, frequent control,
improve transparency, and create accountability by
means of independent organizations are the steps to
the better governance of the prison in India. In both
nations, ongoing assessment and engagement among
the citizenry is critical towards maintaining democratic
checking on one of the most controlling and least
noticeable institutions of the state.
Conclusion

In this comparative perspective of the Indian and
German prison regimes, it has been revealed that the
extent of a penal regime is a profound expression of
the political will, administrative competence and
determination of a nation concerning the human dignity.
The rights-based model developed in Germany that
relies on the idea of normalization and rehabilitation
shows that close supervision, professional personnel,
and policies aimed at reintegration have the ability to
provide humane and effective correctional settings.
Although rules, rules, and constitutional protection
along with progressive judicial interventions are
guiding India, the country is still grappling with such
persistent challenges as overcrowding, high numbers
of undetermined cases, minimal resources, and lack
of cohesive oversight. However, a system that can
be reformed is monitored in studies of innovative
practices in a number of states. What the comparison
demonstrates is that intelligent prison governance
cannot be made just by the infrastructure but a change
in philosophy, long-term investment, and allocation
of responsibility by the institutions. With some of the
lessons learned during the German reintegration
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strategy and enhanced control over and rehabilitation
Indian prison system can be progressed to a more
human, productive and democratically oriented
system.
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Abstract

Developing historical thinking skills in senior
secondary students is essential for achieving meaningful
history education. These skills empower learners to
critically analyze sources, evaluate diverse
perspectives, construct well-informed interpretations,
and appreciate the complexities of historical narratives.
This article explores how educators can foster key
historian skills—sourcing, contextualization,
corroboration, interpretation, multiperspectivity, and
historical argumentation—transforming students into
budding historians. Drawing on foundational
scholarship in history education from prominent
figures such as Wineburg, Seixas, Lee, Levstik, and
Barton, along with insights from contemporary studies
on history pedagogy, this article delineates the
theoretical underpinnings and pedagogical strategies
aimed at fostering these disciplinary skills in
educational settings. Developing historical thinking
skills among senior secondary students is fundamental
to ameaningful history education. Such skills empower
learners to critically examine sources, evaluate diverse
perspectives, construct well-informed interpretations,
and appreciate the complexity of historical narratives.
This article explores how educators can foster
essential historian skills—such as sourcing,
contextualization, corroboration, interpretation,
multiperspectivity, and historical argumentation—to
transform students into budding historians. Drawing
on foundational scholarship in history education by
Wineburg, Seixas, Lee, Levstik, and Barton, as well
as insights from contemporary studies on history
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From Learners to Young
Historians: Fostering
Disciplinary Skills in Senior
Secondary History Classrooms

pedagogy, this article outlines both the theoretical
foundations and pedagogical strategies for nurturing
these disciplinary skills within school settings. The
discussion aligns these skills with the expectations set
forth by the NCF 2005, NCERT’s Position Paper
(2006), and NEP 2020, all of which emphasize
conceptual understanding and inquiry-based learning.
This article offers a rigorous conceptual analysis of
historian skill development in Indian senior secondary
classrooms.
Keywords

Historical thinking; disciplinary skills; sourcing;
contextualisation; corroboration; multiperspectivity;
historical interpretation; senior secondary education
1. Introduction

History education at the senior secondary level
must aim to equip learners with the intellectual tools
necessary to engage critically with the past.
Contemporary educational frameworks in India, such
as the National Curriculum Framework (NCF, 2005)
and the NCERT Position Paper on the Teaching of
Social Sciences (2006), stress that history should be
perceived not as a mere collection of static facts but
as a discipline characterized by interpretation
grounded in evidence, reasoning, and argumentation.
The National Education Policy (NEP, 2020) also
promotes teaching methods that encourage critical
thinking, analytical skills, and inquiry-driven learning.

In this framework, the development of
disciplinary skills is crucial, as they enhance student
involvement and enrich the comprehension of history’s
interpretative nature. Scholars like Wineburg (2001)

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



argue that historical thinking is significantly different
from ordinary modes of understanding; it demands
specific mindsets that need to be explicitly taught.
Seixas and Morton (2013) further clarify historical
thinking as encompassing the examination of evidence,
recognizing continuity and change, identifying causes
and consequences, evaluating historical importance,
and applying perspective-taking. Together, these
frameworks stress the necessity of fostering
disciplinary skills in school learners.

Despite these goals, research in the field of history
education indicates persistent shortcomings in skills-
based instruction. Students frequently encounter
history mainly as storytelling or summaries from
textbooks rather than as a process of inquiry. Teachers
may find it challenging to translate disciplinary
techniques into productive classroom activities or may
lack confidence in assisting students with intricate
interpretative assignments. This situation underscores
the demand for pedagogical models that deliberately
nurture historian skills and enable students to
engage with the discipline as a vibrant and analytical
field.

This article seeks to fulfill this requirement by
presenting a thorough theoretical basis for developing
historian skills and suggesting teaching strategies that
aid students in moving from passive participants to
emerging historians. Systemic reforms in the
curriculum and teacher training are vital for achieving
this vision and fostering a collective sense of purpose
among educators and policymakers. By exploring
essential disciplinary skills and their impact on
classroom practices, this article contributes to the
ongoing discourse surrounding history pedagogy in
the context of Indian senior secondary education.

2. Review of Literature
2.1 Disciplinary Foundations of Historian Skills

The development of historical skills is rooted in
the epistemology of the discipline. Wineburg (2001)
highlights that thinking historically is considered an
“unnatural act” since it requires critical assessment,
contextual reconstruction, and an openness to
ambiguity. In contrast to everyday reasoning, which
typically seeks clear-cut answers, historical reasoning
embraces uncertainty and appreciates interpretive
discussion.
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Seixas and Morton (2013) define six historical
thinking concepts that act as benchmarks for
educational objectives: significance, evidence,
continuity and change, cause and consequence,
perspective-taking, and ethical judgment. These
concepts provide a framework within which
students can cultivate a nuanced understanding of the
past.

Lee (2005) points out that learners often start
with simplistic beliefs—viewing history as a static
account or assuming that interpretations are merely
subjective opinions. With proper guidance, students
evolve to understand that historical narratives are well-
reasoned constructions based on evidence.

2.2 Evidence and Sourcing in Historical Thinking

Teaching sourcing requires specific instruction
because students frequently lack the ability to assess
adocument’s origin, intent, and bias, which is essential
for developing critical evaluation skills. Wineburg
(2001) contends that proficient historical readers
analyze not just the content of a source but also the
methods and reasons behind its creation. This
necessitates that students interrogate the superficial
meaning and explore deeper contextual elements.

Research in history education consistently
indicates that students seldom engage with sourcing
unless it is taught directly. When provided with
support, learners become more skilled at assessing
reliability and recognizing the partial or contextual
nature of narratives. This underscores the importance
of structured educational guidance.

2.3 Contextualisation and Historical
Understanding

Contextualisation requires placing events, actions,
or viewpoints within wider temporal, cultural, political,
or social contexts. Seixas (2013) states that true
historical understanding cannot occur without
reconstructing the environments in which individuals
lived and made choices. Contextualisation confronts
presentist interpretations and enables students to grasp
the intricacies of human experience.

Lee (2005) points out that the capability to
comprehend context develops gradually and must be
nurtured through ample exposure to background
materials such as maps, demographic details, visual
cultural elements, and secondary narratives.
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2.4 Corroboration, Interpretation, and Narrative
Construction

Corroboration involves students analyzing various
sources to ascertain how different accounts agree or
differ. According to VanSledright (2011),
corroboration is essential for fostering disciplinary
literacy, as it allows students to identify inconsistencies
and assess evidence.

Interpretation, on the other hand, entails
integrating various types of evidence to formulate
historical explanations. Levstik and Barton (2001)
point out that students often gain from assignments
that require them to build and defend interpretations,
as these tasks compel them to engage deeply with
evidence and reasoning.

2.5 Multiperspectivity and Critical Historical
Reasoning

Multiperspectivity acknowledges that historical
events can be perceived from various viewpoints.
Levstik and Barton (2001) note that interacting with
arange of perspectives cultivates empathy and critical
awareness, especially in diverse societies where
conflicting histories influence identity and civic
discussions.

Understanding multiperspectivity is crucial for
developing critical thinking, particularly in diverse
contexts like India, where recognizing multiple
narratives strengthens democratic citizenship and
diminishes dependence on unquestioned histories.
2.6 Ethical Understanding in the Study of History

Engaging in ethical reflection allows learners to
address issues of justice, responsibility, and moral
assessment. Apple (2024) contends that teaching
history carries ethical obligations because it shapes
how students view power, inequality, and human
agency. Students cultivate ethical reasoning by
interacting with marginalized voices, confronting
challenging historical events, and considering the
implications of past actions.

3. Theoretical / Conceptual Framework
3.1 Historical Thinking as a Cognitive
Apprenticeship

Historical thinking is nurtured through guided
involvement in the practices of the discipline. The
theory of cognitive apprenticeship suggests that
students gain expert skills when instructors model the

116 e gie © L 2025

thought processes, support tasks, and progressively
shift responsibility to the learners. In history education
classrooms, this entails that educators explicitly
showcase how historians scrutinize evidence,
reconstruct historical context, and formulate
interpretations.
3.2 Developmental Progression in Students’
Historical Understanding

Studies by Lee (2005) and VanSledright (2011)
indicate that students” historical understanding evolves
across discernible stages. Learners transition from
viewing history as a singular narrative to
acknowledging interpretive diversity and eventually
crafting their own evidence-supported interpretations.
This developmental trajectory shapes teaching
strategies.
3.3 Alignment with Indian Curricular Frameworks

The NCF 2005, NCERT 2006, and NEP 2020
emphasize the importance of conceptual
understanding, critical thinking, and inquiry-based
learning. These policy documents highlight the
necessity for students to engage with historical
evidence, recognize various viewpoints, critically
assess the past, and partake in discussions that
encourage reasoned decision-making. The historian-
skills framework is directly aligned with these goals,
rendering it pertinent for senior secondary classrooms
education.
4. Discussion

Cultivating historical skills in senior secondary
students requires transforming classrooms into
environments where learners take an active role in
building historical understanding. Instead of simply
memorizing established narratives, students should
participate in the intellectual activities typical of
historians: questioning sources, interpreting evidence,
examining various viewpoints, and forming well-
reasoned arguments. This section explores essential
historian skills and the teaching methods through which
educators can foster them.
4.1 Sourcing: Analyzing the Origins and
Intentions of Evidence

Sourcing serves as the primary and fundamental
skill for historians, enabling students to investigate the
origin, authorship, purpose, and viewpoint of a
document. Wineburg (2001) contends that sourcing
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challenges students’ tendency to accept texts at face
value and encourages a mindset inclined toward
critical analysis. Proficient historical readers consider
the creator of a document, the reasons behind its
production, and how its context may have influenced
its content.

In senior secondary classrooms, sourcing can be
actively developed through clear demonstrations.
Teachers can analyze sample documents, verbally
explaining how they assess reliability, motivation, and
intended audience. This approach clarifies the
historian’s method and equips learners with tangible
strategies for questioning the authority of texts.
Educators can also create sets of documents that
promote comparisons between official reports,
personal testimonies, and visual materials, thus
emphasizing how different types of sources convey
varied intentions and perspectives.

By consistently engaging with sourcing, students
come to understand that historical evidence is
constructed rather than impartial. This not only
enhances critical reading skills but also prepares
learners for more intricate interpretive tasks.

4.2 Contextualisation: Reconstructing Historical
Worlds

Contextualisation enables students to place
events, actions, and interpretations within wider
historical contexts. Seixas and Morton (2013)
highlight that comprehending the past necessitates an
understanding of the social, political, cultural, and
economic circumstances experienced by historical
figures. Without this insight, students may evaluate
historical events through contemporary perspectives,
thus misrepresenting their interpretations.

Teachers can foster contextualisation through
activities that engage learners in the historical
atmosphere. Creating timelines, analyzing
demographic trends, exploring visual culture, and
examining current debates can all assist students in
reconstructing the backdrop of historical occurrences.
Encouraging students to juxtapose their own life
experiences with those of individuals in the past also
promotes empathetic understanding and challenges
anachronistic interpretations.

Contextualisation enhances historical
comprehension by steering students toward more
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intricate interpretations. It allows them to understand
why particular events transpired as they did and how
overarching structures influenced both individual and
collective actions.
4.3 Corroboration: Comparing Sources to
Evaluate Claims

Corroboration entails comparing multiple
documents to assess the consistency and credibility
of claims. VanSledright (2011) notes that
corroboration is fundamental in developing evidentiary
reasoning, as it exposes students to contradictions,
omissions, and alternative perspectives. Historians
seldom depend on a single source; rather, they compile
and triangulate evidence from various materials.

Students can cultivate corroboration skills through
structured comparison activities. Teachers might
present conflicting narratives of a historical event,
asking learners to identify areas of agreement or
disagreement, clarify inconsistencies, and evaluate
which interpretations are more convincing based on
evidence. Such activities help students recognize that
historical narratives are disputed and that strong
interpretations necessitate careful assessment of
multiple sources.

Corroboration encourages intellectual
independence. Students begin to realize that they
should not accept any document without scrutiny;
instead, they need to interrogate and evaluate evidence
before reaching conclusions.

4.4 Interpretation: Constructing Meaning from
Evidence

Interpretation requires students to integrate
evidence into cohesive accounts of the past. Lee
(2005) posits that interpretation is a developmental
journey: students shift from viewing history as a single
narrative to acknowledging the validity of multiple
interpretations based on various questions or
frameworks. Interpretation compels learners to utilize
evidence purposefully and form reasoned conclusions.

Teachers can nurture interpretation by creating
inquiry tasks where students must formulate
explanations rather than merely identify facts.
Assignments could involve writing evidence-based
essays, creating thematic narratives, or developing
digital presentations rooted in historical sources. By
offering supports—such as graphic organizers, prompts
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for thesis statements, or argumentation frameworks—
educators assist students in organizing complex
information into convincing interpretations.

Interpretative ability is the defining quality of
historical thinking. When students develop their own
explanations, they perceive history not as a static
collection of knowledge but as a dynamic field
influenced by inquiry and discussion.

4.5 Multiperspectivity: Grasping Diverse
Historical Perspectives

Multiperspectivity denotes the capacity to
acknowledge and assess various viewpoints within
historical narratives. Levstik and Barton (2001)
contend that this ability is vital for cultivating critical
thinking and civic consciousness, particularly in diverse
societies where historical interpretations frequently
intersect with identity and power dynamics.

Educators can promote multiperspectivity by
offering narratives from various social groups, regions,
or ideological stances. For instance, when teaching
about independence movements, it is beneficial to
include perspectives from political leaders, women,
marginalized communities, and colonial administrators.
Engaging in activities like role-plays, comparative
textbook analyses, and debates facilitates students’
understanding of the reasons behind differing
viewpoints and how these variations influence
historical comprehension.

Multiperspectivity nurtures intellectual humility and
enhances students’ capacity to navigate complex and
contested narratives. It prompts learners to engage
with the past with an open mind, acknowledging that
historical intricacies cannot be simplified to a singular
explanation.

4.6 Historical Causation and Significance:
Grappling with Complexity and Importance

To comprehend cause and effect, students must
analyze the elements that shape historical occurrences.
Seixas (2013) notes that historical causation is rarely
straightforward; events arise from the convergence
of structures, contexts, and human actions.
Consequently, educators should guide students to look
beyond oversimplified explanations and develop a
nuanced understanding of how and why events
transpire.

Meanwhile, assessing historical significance
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involves students evaluating why certain events,
figures, or developments are remembered more
significantly than others. They must consider the
impact, relevance, and significance of these factors
over time and across various contexts.

Teachers may assign tasks that compel students
to rank causes based on their influence, justify the
importance of events, or debate pivotal moments in
history. Such activities enhance students’ analytical
reasoning abilities and deepen their conceptual grasp
of historical processes.

4.7 Ethical Understanding: Considering Justice,
Responsibility, and Memory

Ethical considerations in history involve
recognizing the moral dilemmas inherent in studying
the past. Apple (2024) highlights that teaching history
carries ethical obligations because it shapes civic
awareness and affects how students interact with social
inequalities. Ethical reasoning encourages learners to
navigate complex historical narratives, reflect on
diverse experiences, and contemplate the moral
implications of past actions.

Educators can cultivate ethical understanding
through discussions on controversial events,
examination of marginalized perspectives, exploration
of human rights matters, and reflection on historical
memory. These activities promote sensitivity, empathy,
and a critical approach to the ethical aspects of history.
4.8 Classroom Structures that Support Historian
Skill Development

Historian skills thrive in educational settings that
promote inquiry, discussion, and contemplation.
Several pedagogical structures support this
development and growth:

Inquiry-Based Units

Learners investigate historical inquiries through in-
depth explorations, gathering evidence, analyzing
sources, and presenting their interpretations.
Document-Based Questions (DBQs)

DBQs require students to construct arguments
based on curated collections of primary and secondary
sources, integrating sourcing, contextualization,
corroboration, and interpretation.

Collaborative Investigation

Group assignments encourage cooperative

reasoning and introduce students to various
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perspectives. Learners engage in debates over
interpretations and collectively refine their ideas.
Argumentative Writing

Structured writing assignments demand that
students develop claims, back them up with evidence,
anticipate and counter opposing arguments, and offer
coherent reasoning.

Reflective Practices

Journals, self-assessments, and peer feedback
motivate students to evaluate their historical thinking
and recognize their progress.

These structures gradually nurture independence
and confidence, enabling students to think and work
increasingly like historians.

5. Implications

Cultivating historian skills among senior secondary
students necessitates systemic shifts at multiple
educational levels. Such skills cannot thrive in
environments dominated by rote memorization or
limited assessment practices. Instead, they require
innovative teaching methods, curricular coherence,
teacher training, and thoughtful assessment reforms.
The implications below outline the structural changes
needed to support a historian-skills framework in
Indian schools.

5.1 Implications for Classroom Pedagogy

To facilitate meaningful engagement with historical
inquiry, teaching strategies must transition from passive
information delivery to active investigation.
Conventional teaching methods that prioritize
memorization restrict students’ engagement with
evidence, reasoning, and interpretation. Classrooms
should instead create opportunities for learners to
encounter varied sources, engage in discussions, and
develop their own interpretations.

Educators must employ instructional techniques
that emphasize evidence analysis, comparative
evaluation, and interpretive debates. For example, the
consistent use of primary sources allows students to
practice sourcing and corroboration. Inquiry-based
questions introduced at the start of lessons encourage
learners to tackle historical issues rather than simply
receive fixed answers. Structured discussions aid
students in articulating their reasoning, while teacher
modeling clarifies analytical processes.

Such teaching approaches require careful planning
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and an awareness of students’ developmental needs.

Teachers must identify suitable scaffolding—Ilike

graphic organizers, question prompts, and sentence

frames—that supports students’ gradual acquisition
of historian skills. Over time, these scaffolds can be
diminished as students gain confidence in their abilities.

Ultimately, a historian-skills approach necessitates
a classroom atmosphere that values curiosity, critical
engagement, and reflective questioning.

5.2 Implications for Curriculum Development
Curricular frameworks must explicitly integrate

historians’ skills into learning outcomes, instructional
materials, and suggested pedagogical approaches.
NCF 2005 and NCERT 2006 acknowledge the
importance of conceptual understanding, yet curricular
implementation often remains content-heavy. To
nurture young historians, curricula should foreground
disciplinary practices over exhaustive factual
coverage.

Curricular reforms may involve the following
strategies:

* Integrating primary sources directly into
textbooks to encourage sourcing and
interpretation.

* Designing thematic units organised around
historical problems rather than event sequences.

* Providing exemplars of student inquiry,
including annotated interpretations and sample
evidence analyses.

* Embedding multiperspectivity by presenting
contrasting narratives and encouraging learners
to compare them.

* Reducing content overload to create space for
deeper exploration and discussion.

Curricula that place disciplinary skills at the centre
help teachers coordinate their methods with the goals
of historical thinking and enable students to engage
with the construction of historical knowledge.

5.3 Implications for Teacher Education and

Professional Learning
The success of a historian-skills approach

depends heavily on teachers’ knowledge, confidence,
and pedagogical repertoire. Therefore, teacher
education programs must deliver explicit training in
historical methodology, inquiry-based learning, and
assessment of disciplinary skills.
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Initially, pre-service teacher education should
incorporate coursework on historiography, historical
thinking frameworks, and inquiry pedagogy.
Understanding the contributions of Wineburg, Seixas,
and VanSledright can offer teacher candidates a robust
theoretical foundation. Practical learning
experiences—Ilike microteaching with sources and
analyzing student work—should also be included to
strengthen their preparation.

Second, In-service professional development
should assist active teachers in gradually adopting
disciplinary methods. Workshops, peer learning
groups, collaborative lesson planning, and model
lessons can support teachers in honing their techniques
and gaining confidence in running inquiry-based
classrooms. Teachers benefit from testing, reflecting
on, and improving their approaches, aided by collegial
discussions and mentoring from experts.

Moreover, it is essential to directly address
teachers’ beliefs. Educators who perceive history as
a fixed narrative may find it challenging to accept
interpretive teaching methods. Therefore, professional
development should promote contemplation of
epistemological beliefs and encourage identities that
align with disciplinary practices.

5.4 Implication for Assessment Reform
Assessment plays a significant role in shaping

classroom practices. To develop the skills of
historians, assessments must go beyond memory-
based questions and assess students’ capabilities to
analyze, interpret, and construct arguments using
evidence. Conventional assessment methods often
limit historical thinking by rewarding shallow
memorization.

Revised assessment approaches can include:

*  Questions based on sources that require students
to assess reliability, compare differing views, and
interpret meanings.

* Document-Based Questions (DBQs) that
encourage students to integrate information from
various sources.

* Extended writing assignments that allow
students to formulate arguments supported by
evidence.

* Formative assessments such as reflective
journals, group conversations, and peer
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evaluations that are in line with historical thinking

principles.

* Rubric designs that clarify criteria for assessing
evidence, reasoning, interpretation, and
communication.

Reforming assessments aligns evaluation with
learning goals and reinforces the cultivation of
historians’ skills. When students are aware that their
assessment will focus on their reasoning, they are more
inclined to engage thoroughly with inquiry activities.
Conclusion

Converting senior secondary students into young
historians necessitates reimagining history education
as an engaging process founded on disciplinary skills
and knowledge. Skills of historians—such as sourcing,
contextualization, corroboration, interpretation,
multiperspectivity, and ethical reasoning—are crucial
for developing students’ abilities to think critically,
interact with various perspectives, and create
meaningful interpretations of history.

This article has contended that fostering these
skills demands a consistent alignment of teaching
methods, curriculum, teacher training, and assessment.
By drawing on the theoretical insights of Wineburg,
Seixas, Lee, Levstik, Barton, and VanSledright, the
article presents a strong framework for
comprehending the cognitive and methodological
aspects of historical thinking. It also emphasizes the
significance of ethical reflection, recognizing that
history education shapes students’ civic identities and
their engagement with complex societal issues.

To nurture historians’ skills, classrooms should
emphasize inquiry rather than rote memorization,
conversation over mere recitation, and interpretation
instead of simple transmission. Teachers must act as
facilitators of critical thought, guiding students through
detailed evidence analysis and motivating them to
express well-founded interpretations. Curricula
should incorporate disciplinary skills and allow for an
in-depth investigation of historical issues. Teacher
training programs ought to provide ongoing and
practice-oriented support for inquiry-based teaching,
Assessment methods must match disciplinary aims and
evaluate how learners develop their historical
understanding.

When these aspects come together, students are
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empowered to progress from passive learning to
active engagement with the discipline as emerging
historians. This type of educational experience equips
them not just for scholarly pursuits but also for
responsible citizenship in a varied and intricate world.
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Abstract

Indonesia as the world’s largest archipelagic state
and a pivotal Southeast Asian power, it doesn’t see
the Indo-Pacific region as battlefield rather a maritime
common space vital for trade, security and global
supply chain. Indonesia’s Indo-Pacific approach
tactfully balances between the US-China power
contest, through embodying nation’s longstanding
approach of “active and independent” or Bebas Dan
Aktif foreign policy. These perspectives are well
reflected in former President Joko Widodo’s 2013
vision of “Global Maritime Fulcrum” or Poros
Maritim Dunia. Which eventually evolved into
Indonesia’s approach for ASEAN Outlook on the
Indo-Pacific (AOIP) in 2019. Which lays a
blueprint for inclusivity, rule of law and sustainable
development over zero-sum game in the region. In
order to manage China’s assertive claims in South
China Sea, Indonesia’s actively participates in
ASEAN and US led forums, bolsters military ties such
as exercise Garuda Shield, and yet avoid formal
pacts like AUKUS to not provoke China, the top
trading partner. On the other side, Indonesia
engages in China’s BRI for economic gains, as well
as engages India, Japan and Australia to diversify its
strategic partnership. Simultaneously, it champions the
ASEAN centrality and greater economic
cooperation in the region. Ultimately, Indonesia peaks
how middle powers can navigate great power
contests, prioritising agency over allegiance.
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Indonesia’s Indo-Pacific
Approach: Navigating the
US-China Power Contest

Introduction

The post-Cold War global order has witnessed
radical shifts over the last decades. For a brief period
of time, followed by the collapse of Soviet Union
global power distribution underwent for a unipolar
world order. That had only one centre of power the
United States. The rise of developing world especially
China and India are leading to a multipolar world
order. Where rather than one core centre of power,
there would be multiple centres of power.

This is seen as power shift from Trans-Atlantic
to Indo-Pacific region. Indo-Pacific spans across the
Eastern Coast of Africa to Western Coast of the
United States. This region consists about two-third
of world population, seven of ten most powerful
militaries, six nuclear weapon possessing nations, nine
of ten busiest ports in the world, sixty percent of global
maritime trade, and four of five largest economies
(White House, 2022). It indicates the prominence of
the Indo-Pacific region in changing global order. It
brings both great opportunities and challenges for
countries within the region. It demands both the
regional and global powers to actively engage in order
to secure their strategic interests and tackle their
adversaries within the very same region, including
Indonesia. Indonesia as a pivotal power in the
Southeast Asia has a larger geopolitical role to play.
Hence, it makes essential to understand Indonesia’s
Indo-Pacific approach and examine its implications
towards the regional security of the Southeast Asia
(Koyuncu, 2023).
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Indonesia’s Security Priorities

Indonesia is the largest nation in the Southeast
Asiaboth in terms of population and size of economy.
Itis also the largest archipelagic country in the world,
lying in the midst of a significant strategic location
where Indian and Pacific Ocean meets. Due to long
tradition of leadership and unmatched power,
Indonesia’s diplomatic voice within in Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) significantly
matters (Muhibat, 2019). Therefore, it is quite
essential for Indonesia to have a neutral stance
regarding the great power competition in region and
pursue peace and harmony for common good of
ASEAN countries. It is also seen that Indonesia is
among those few powers who essentially denies
picking sides, rather tactfully balances between the
great power competition in the region (Koyuncu,
2023).

Indonesia’s security priorities have a number of
issues. It spans across internal affairs to external
security threats. The internal security issues include
social unrest, separatism and terrorist activities. Terror
incident such as the Bali bombings in 2002 which
caused over 200 deaths (National Museum of
Australia, 2025). These separatism issues extensively
prevail in the province of Aceh and East Papua. While
social unrest is always a possibility due its large
diversified population (Hammond, 2025).

While the external security priorities of Indonesia
include tackling maritime threats, piracy in sea lanes
and safe guarding the deep sea. Indonesia as an
archipelagic state it has a huge coast line and a large
number of islands, to which it requires to protect in
order to maintain the national security. Hence, it makes
a compulsion for Indonesia to constantly monitor
the region and safe guard its interests (Kembara,
2024).

In a broader sense Indonesia has a constructive
role to play in order to tackle any foreseen challenges
and secure its strategic interests across the region. Its
commitment for active participation in regional and
global security can be achieved through a combined
measured approach of a tactful diplomacy, peace
keeping and humanitarian assistances to regional
neighbours (Scott, 2019).
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Indonesia’s Indo-Pacific Approach: Vis-a-vis the
US and China
(i) Indonesia-US Bilateral Relations

Indonesia is undisputedly the most powerful
country in the Southeast Asia. Since its inception,
Indonesia has seen playing a key role in formulating
the policies within ASEAN forums (ASEAN, 2024
and Cabinet Secretariat of Indonesia, 2025). ASEAN
officially announced its Indo-Pacific strategy in 2019.
Undoubtedly, Indonesian Foreign Ministry has played
asignificant role in unveiling the ASEAN Indo-Pacific
strategy (Kembara, 2024).

The “Indo-Pacific Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation” was announced in 2013 by then
Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa, that
serves as the cornerstone of Indo-Pacific Strategy
by ASEAN. The “ASEAN Centrality” foundation
ideas were presented by Indonesian President Joko
Widodo in November 2018 during his address at the
East Asia Summit. The “ASEAN Centrality”
emphasises on openness, inclusiveness, transparency,
and the respect for international law (Kembara,
2024).

The rise of Indo-Pacific region is hugely
responsible for the power rivalry between the United
States and China. Where both the powers are strongly
pushing their respective power projection to gain
influence over the region. This power rivalry is
providing both challenges and opportunities for
countries across the region (Andrews, 2025). Picking
a side between either side of the power is hard. Hence
pursuit of neutrality, prioritisation of national interest
and commitment for peace and prosperity is the only
option for the regional powers to ensure peace and
stability. The leadership trend of Indonesia, since
former President Widodo who took office in 2014
and present President Prabowo who took office in
2024 are mostly matches the policies of other ASEAN
countries in order to pursue their respective “ASEAN
centrality” approach in the larger Indo-Pacific region
(Koyuncu, 2023 and Setiawan, 2025).

Moreover, Indonesia has an active role to play
to guide the ASEAN institutions such as the ASEAN
Regional Forum, the East Asia Summit and the
ASEAN Defence Minister’s Meeting. Indonesia also
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encourages both the United States and China to join
them. Through this approach Indonesia is conveniently
forcing both the United States and China to follow
the path of ASEAN rather ASEAN being just an
institution who follows the path and strategies of the
United States and China (Anwar, 2023). Indonesia
has also demonstrated its capacity by addressing the
“Free and Open Indo-Pacific” with a greater
inclusiveness of all the forum member including China.
This strategy has propounded by the United States
to contain China, showing Indonesia’s willingness to
play its balancing role in the region (Mohan, 2025).

The diplomatic voice of Indonesia is only going
to embolden more with each passing year. The
sizeable economic advancement of the country is
providing a great stature in regional decision making.
Compared to the last decades, geopolitical
importance and leadership spirit of Indonesia has
come a long way. As its economy grows it will provide
a promising landscape for the regional security.
Indonesia is the fastest growing over USD 1 trillion
economy since the last decade except India and
China. It will soon join the club of upper middle-
income countries if the growth remains as it is (Verico,
2021).

Over the last decade the bilateral relations
between the Indonesia and United States have rapidly
grown. Taking significant jumps in terms of diplomatic
and security developments. These bilateral relations
have moved to a next level when the former US
President Barack Obama visited Indonesia in 2010,
resulting signing the “Comprehensive Partnership”
between two countries. Subsequently both nations
have signed “Strategic Partnership” in 2015. This
agreement took bilateral relations into one step further
scaling up the strategic cooperation, making Indonesia
an exclusive ally of the United States in the region.
Each year both countries are conducting numerous
military exercises both bilaterally and multilaterally,
enhancing both counties to tackle the security threats
and terrorism across the region (White House, 2015).

In addition to this, Indonesia considers the United
States as a top security partner regarding the issues
of Natuna Island. The “Super Garuda Shield” a joint
exercise between Indonesia and the United States is
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often regarded as Indonesia’s front most deterrent in
relation to the Natuna Island issue (Shekhar, 2022).

Arms purchases are another significant front in
the Indonesia-US bilateral relations. In 2022 the
United States sold about 36 units of F-15EX fighter
jets to Indonesia worth of USD 14 billion. Initially
Indonesia was also looking for Russia’s SU-35 but
due sanctions over the fighter jet and other strategic
concerns, it opted for F-15EX (Lee, 2022). In the
past as well, Indonesia did defence purchases from
the United States. It includes F-16 C/D Block fighter
aircraft, AH-64D Apache Block III Longbow
Helicopter, MV-22 Block C Osprey aircraft and
AGM-65k2 Maverick missiles (Department of State,
2025).

The reason why Indonesia is continuously seeking
to deepen strategic ties with the United States is
because it is a crucial extra regional power in this
region. The more Indonesia will cooperate, the more
it can secure its strategi position in the region. As
Indonesia views a free, open and rule based-order in
the Indo-Pacific region, it becomes essential to
cooperate with other like-minded nations including
the United States to maintain peace and harmony.
Indonesia knows cooperation with the United States
is critical to maintain independent strategic choices.
In return, this cooperation will bring range of
opportunities for Indonesia to play an active role in
the regional and global security affairs concerned to
the broader Indo-Pacific region (Laksmana, 2021).

Indonesia-China Bilateral Relations

On the other side, Indonesia has a very deep
cooperation with China. Perhaps it is one of those
few countries in the world that is able to smartly
balance its relations between both the United States
and China. Since the establishment of “Strategic
Partnership” in 2005 and “Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership” in 2013 between Indonesia and China
their bilateral ties have rapidly grown. Which is
reflected in both their economic and security
cooperation (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2013).

In 2013 when the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) has started its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
Indonesia was among those few countries around the
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world that overwhelmingly established trade relations
with China to gain economic benefits. As a result of
this Indonesia was able to gain large scale investments
from China. Subsequently, the economic ties between
the two nations have rapidly grown (Anwar, 2023).

Furthermore, these developments made China the
largest trading partner of Indonesia. As per data of
Chinese Authority in 2021 the bilateral trade between
Indonesia and China were USD 124 billion. The
Indonesian export was nearly USD 64 billion and
import USD 60 billion respectively. Recent major
Chinese investments in Indonesia are Jakarta-
Bandung High Speed Railway, Batang Toru hydro
energy project, Morowali electric vehicle and lithium
battery factory setup, Jatigede dam, the Medan-
Kualanamu highway, and Kuala Tanjung port
(Koyuncu, 2023).

The major exports of Indonesia to China are coal,
nickel, copper, palm oil and agrarian products. Since
the geopolitical tension between the China and
Australia are increasing, Indonesia emerged as a major
supplier of coal to China. China heavily requires coal
for its economic sustainability as well to keep
functioning its manufacturing sector (Anwar, 2023).
These growing economic relations with China are
helping Indonesia to turn as a major investment hub
in the region. This development will also help
Indonesian authority to build stronger cooperations
with other ASEAN countries. Apart from China, due
to the invest-friendly legal regulations Indonesia is also
able to attract investments from Japan, Australia,
European Union and the United States. Especially in
the energy and geothermal field, which is helping
Indonesia for its economic growth (Koyuncu, 2023).

Indonesia’s role in maintaining the regional security
in the Southeast Asia includes a range of aspects.
Since the formation of ASEAN in 1967 Indonesia
has played a crucial role in it. Alongside Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines it was one
the founding member of the regional grouping
(Acharya, 2009). Over the years Indonesia was
playing a very active role among ASEAN member
states in the matter of foreign policy, trade, economic
ties, and defence issues (ASEAN, 2024 and
Setiawan, 2025).
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Indonesia is also playing a critical role in
combating the non-traditional security threats in the
region along with the other ASEAN countries. It
includes tackling the terrorism, piracy and trans-
national crimes. It also put emphasis on tackling human
security and drug trafficking concerned to the region.
Indonesia is also seen actively tackling the natural
calamities such as the flood, cyclone and Tsunami
whenever the region faces it (Setiawan, 2025).

Conclusion

In conclusion it can be said that, Indonesia as the
most powerful country in Southeast Asia has a larger
geopolitical role to play. Indonesia requires to actively
participate in the regional affairs in order to secure
both its regional and global interests. In recent years
Indo-Pacific region has seen a shift from an economic-
centred region to more defence and strategic centred
region. Therefore, all the major countries that belong
to this part of the world has a larger strategic role to
play, including Indonesia.

Further, Indonesia can play a role of diplomatic
facilitator to maintain peace and stability in the region.
These diplomatic outlook of Indonesia will help to
balance between the great powers, especially the
United States and China. Also, these balance of
power efforts not only helps Indonesia to navigate
strategic complexities but also it helps all other
ASEAN countries to manage great power
competition, and pursue their individual security
interests to maintain peace and stability. The Indo-
Pacific region is a highly contested space between
United States and China. Duet to its balancing
strategy, Indonesia would remain as one of those few
powers that is able to balance between both the
powers. Simultaneously, championing the ASEAN
centrality approach in the Indo-Pacific and larger
economic cooperation in the region (Laksmana,
2021).

Despite, such highly tensed geopolitical
environment, Indonesia sought to speak with both
Russian and Ukrainian leadership to look for a
constructive solution to end the war. It also advocates
for a peaceful solution for both Israel and Palestine,
with a reasonable stance addressing security concerns

Global Thought * October 2025 125



of both the sides. These are few examples, that
demonstrates the active neutrality of Indonesia in
global security affairs. Indonesia is determined to
follow the “active and independent” or Bebas Dan
Aktif foreign policy, that meant for an independent
stance regarding its core foreign policy issues, including
managing the great powers in the Indo-Pacific region.
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7 e & fREl o Wem H ed hdt §-
el § 1 § AT =E 1 Si Afe = o5 Tm
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‘T @ e ¢ fe Rt
o HEl i b T2 TSl
T et feren § ‘=R
ol fora 1 oes
Theh el Tl B T 1 HETeRT ¢ | %eh el gar |’
(‘=R I3 24, STHH U &I 1)
T € TEl R S T i H ST STyfa
Gl 1 <A1 1 & T A § el geh! hfaarsii §
- foa gt oes RTeq & oad W TRl |5 WA
H 37 ¥\ o6l o1 GUR Rt Swfadr § 9 Th
3T o 378 YRt T @l 7 | Il =t fSieht 9
IS HEd fad st wfgarsti § To) o €, St
T g T Tt S g e s aHehTel
TIATRRI | 2791 hiadedi # gl € 96l HeR St @
TG - R, @, ves, Ui, aron H o foet #i
ST e St § 1 SARreT § et fasiferai bt
TS, o9 oA B S i IEEe, 9l & ©dl
IR & e o= Terdt gan @ S At 3a= At
T 98 TR-TR-=R FHICAT 379 B 1 Tk oeg IgH

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



foer ¥ S <t § 1 o, 9RE, Hisl & SeH |
HeR St T S R o9 1 qerme o 1 uftwE
R R s &t J&i *t foq-fag-fag <@t g
foa =1 3 & T e 3vd foe & w9 § e
7T Sl 1 @ d TTed © HD 39 ANE o fod &l A
o w1fter g5 &1 g8, 2Ifug Sd 3 R a=E &
g TS hfodl H, Tereel 791 <4 o— Sd | S §
IV TehY/ T 3191 & § Gord o ® 91 (S,
3 24, TRl H HRH)

sl ot St § smre ofe] 1 /3
FH WEA T fF T 3 T T A IR A
Heed 1 o Sl § 1 9 Hed © -

‘g STIR | o T 7 S

3R ISR 56 Yo o1 €

8 IR o 37X IS IE HAT Bl

(ST o & | e, T3 32, A fooepat a1+ft)

TEYEA & %A H haR STt i Hfad § w991 foa
oft 37U Tk ST Te=H TEd §- ' ogs iR fafean’
FHfadr H |9 39 We & G Tl AHhS! & e 9

fafean =1 T8 W) 1 W1 § 1 7 9% g1 571 9ehal §
31fq Hegw ot foRan <1 Tean 71
IGh! AN W IR
fafean & g =1
TAHE! & Hed gL W I T X
e ATt ot |
3R AT B AR 3T Il § YL HL
TMre 21 S T |
(o€ IR fafgan, g3 6, =l 9 <@)
THheR ST ST BXeh Shifadl § 37 STV ol T &
&, St Aot =kt et o1 few © 1 &0 S 2R S
Y o= T8 W & ST 3R HeR S i hiad sie|
i fe St €1 et ki 3TmE | Wfaat, $er
ST T H S A E Y T i
T 3R Tk F BRI AT ISR A §
THITAE TR
et faam
eTd T Siers
facett fargafaeme™, faeett

wed Uy

1. ‘TR § 9RE’, SherA1Y {98, Tsehdet e,
T HERIU-1990

2. 'S U W E', heray g, YR e,
T GEHTU-2012

3. R W W, HeRAY g, T YheH, 1999

4. W AT & T, HeRA1Y 9, VHTF G,
2004

5. 'IW FHER AR 3777 Higand’, herar fog, a1
TEHIU-1999

6. ‘ot facea 1eft’, SRy fog, USwAA
YT, 1960

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

7. ST 1 I5H, R fH7, TSTHTe YoM

8. ‘=fa 3 wal’, HerAy fog, fHdae = yhem,
2014

9. ‘TR WeehR ', Sherary fug, frae =X yehem,
TEHTU-2004

10. AEEATY R AR - Herae fog, Tsiwud
YhRT, 2005

1. smyfrer wfgar # faa-faum, sy fog,
STeh HeT YhIRTH, 1980

12. hfed & T 9fqqH- THeR f98, Tdd 9heH,
TEHTU-2009

Global Thought * October 2025 137



Research Paper

Sanjay Kumar

he current research work entitled “MSME is the

Powerhouse of the Indian Economy”” emphasizes
the critical contribution of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMESs) to the overall economic,
industrial, and social growth of India. Being a
developing country with extensive demographic and
regional diversity, India is greatly dependent upon
MSMEs to provide employment, foster
entrepreneurship, and ensure balanced regional
development. These enterprises, although small in size
individually, as an aggregate contribute to a
considerable portion of the country’s industrial setup
and are commonly known as the pillar of the Indian
economy.

The research defines the MSME sector according
to the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Development (MSMED) Act, 2006, which
categorizes the enterprise in terms of investment in
plant and machinery and turnover on a yearly basis.
As per the Act, micro enterprises deposit up to Rs. 1
crore with turnover up to Rs. 5 crores, small
enterprises up to Rs. 10 crores with turnover up to
Rs. 50 crores, and medium enterprises up to Rs. 50
crores with turnover up to Rs. 250 crores. This
categorization of industries in this manner ensures
focused financial and policy interventions to foster
industrial growth across all levels.

Empirical evidence presents the substantial
contribution made by MSMEs towards India’s
economy. They constitute almost 45% of the nation’s
industrial jobs, 50% of all manufactured exports, and
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MSME the powerhouse of
Indian economy

95% of industrial establishments across the country.
Additionally, they provide about 20% of India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and are the second-largest
employment source following agriculture. The article
relies on DGCI&S, SEBI, and PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry reports to provide an
example of how MSMEs are key stakeholders in
export promotion, domestic production, and the
generation of employment. MSME exports registered
uniform growth in every class — micro, small, and
medium —between 2020 and 2023, an indication of
the resilience of the sector and its growing integration
into international markets.

Apart from their economic importance, MSMEs
have strong social and development implications. They
offer employment opportunities to millions, primarily
in the rural and semi-urban areas, thus minimizing
rural-urban migration and fostering regional balance.
MSMEs also encourage local innovation, skill building,
and entrepreneurship at the grassroots level. As per
the PHD Chamber report (2016), 59% of the
workforce in MSMEs is skilled, 21% are on-the-job
trained, and 20% are unskilled, highlighting their
contribution towards human capital generation.

Yet, the paper also lays out significant challenges
that afflict the sector — ranging from poor access to
finance, delayed payment, poor technology adoption,
infrastructural limitations, and overcomplicated
regulatory structures. To overcome these problems,
the government has introduced different support
measures such as Udyam registration, Emergency

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



Credit Line Guarantee Schemes (ECLGS), cluster
development programs, and digital empowerment
initiatives. These policies have improved MSMEs’
formalization, access to credit, and competitiveness.

The paper argues that the MSME sector is not
just an industrial category but the very basis for India’s
self-reliant, job-rich, and inclusive growth strategy.
By nurturing innovation, boosting exports, and
opening up possibilities for small entrepreneurs,
MSMEs will be instrumental in achieving India’s
developmental vision under Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Consolidating this sector via persistent policy action,
technology upgradation, and skill upgradation will be
crucial to realizing sustainable economic growth in the
next decade.
Keywords:

MSME, Economic Growth, Employment
Generation, MSMED Act 2006, Industrial
Development, Exports, Regional Development, India.

India is a developing nation with large population.
India’s diverse cultural region, different geographical
conditions, and different MSME numbers are
increasing day by day, even after the liking of people.
It needs to cater to all sections of society. Industry is
important for the growth of the country. It caters to
the various aspects of life. MSMES stands for micro,
small & medium enterprises. This industry is small in
size compared to other industries but large in numbers.
They cover a broad range from the small artisan
Workshops, street business, small manufacturer
service provided, up to the Startups. India officially
classified MSMEs under the Development Act 2006.
Under this Act. MSMEs are classified into 3
categories on the basis of investment in plant &
Machinery and Annual turnover. They are often
referred to as the backbone of India, as they provide
employment opportunities in large numbers. They help
in GDP growth, Poverty alleviation, and regional
development.

It has a great impact on the social, economic,
and political culture of India. MSME generate the
revenue for the country it is the backbone of all the
sectors MSME will generate the revenue for the
country. It is the backbone of all the sectors. MSMEs
generate the economy by strengthening the export of
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goods. It will help to maximize the growth of the
country. We can have sufficient foreign exchange by
exporting goods to different countries. It has to negate
the trade deficit and earn foreign exchange by
strengthening a major portion of exports. As per the
data, it comprises 50% of India’s total manufactured
exports, 45% of India’s industrial employment, and
95% of all the industrial units in the country. The latest
data support the DGCI&S report, “out of the total
6.34 cr enterprises, 31% enterprises were engaged
in manufacturing, 36.3% enterprises were involved
in trading activities, and the remaining 32.7% were in
the other services sector. This shows the MSME has
grown significantly. It concerned the different segments
of the industry. MSME numbers are increasing day
by day. Even in the rural areas, MSMEs have grown
significantly. This helps in the regional development
of rural areas. It eradicates the backwardness of the
region.

It generates employment opportunities for all
types of people, from the minimally educated to labor.
It helps to reduce the pressure on the metropolitan
cities. MSME is a labor-intensive industry. It requires
a large number of workers to perform the day-to-
day activities. They contribute substantially to the GDP
and promote innovation at the grassroots levels.

According to DGCA’s report on MSME
merchandise EXIM status report of the India’s
MSME comparative studies.

Export by registered MSME in USD Million

MSME | 2020-21 | 2021-2022 | 2022-2023
TYPE

Micro 16829 | 25185.6 29876.7
Small 338351 | 44183.8 45087
Medium | 37694.1 | 49918.8 50562.1
Total 88380.2 | 119288 125526

This data shows that micro and small industries
have slow growth, while medium industries grow
significantly, providing better export opportunities to
generate more revenue and help strengthen the Indian
economy. MSME needs various ideas and economic
support from the government. India’s geographical
diversity also matters. MSMEs should be located
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where raw materials are easily available and require
innovation, improved transportation, infrastructure
development, and better conditions.

MSME contributes 20% of GDP and the largest
generator of employment MSME is the second largest
employer of agriculture SEBI indicates “they contribute
around 20% of GDP and the largest generate of
employment after the agriculture the sector is the
second largest employer”.

After 1991 India adopt adopted liberalization
privatization and globalization It’s a great it has a great
impact on the industries it helps in the growth and it
important important for the growing of developing
countries. The Government of India make MSME
Act 2006 as MSMED ACT 2006

At incorporation of Act
Category | invested in plant | Annual turnover
& machinery/
equipment
Micro <Rs. I crore <Rs. 5 crore
Small <Rs.10crore  [<Rs. 50 crore
Medium | <Rs.50crore (< Rs. 250 crore
Before 2006 Act
Category | invested in plant | Annual turnover
& machinery/
equipment
Micro Rs. 25 lakh Rs. 1 lakh
Small Rs. 1 crore -
Medium | Not Define Not Define

Significant changes were made in the Act 0of 2006.
It has a great impact on the Indian economy. It
accelerates the growth rate.

MSME catheter’s challenge is that it should be
addressed so that the MSME does not have any
hurdles in growth. It has significant problems like
capital investment, delayed payment , and complex
regulations. It needs technology improvement so that
it matches their world manufacturing units. It must
enhance productivity.

MSME is the backbone and is important for the
future. It helps economic growth and overall industrial
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development. More MSMEs are needed to cater to
different segments and improve employability. This is
essential for the labor class, which often lacks skills.
The government must run programs to help laborers
gain industry-required skills.

According to PHD Chamber and Commerce and
Industry and even Media 2016 in micro small
enterprises “59% of employees are skilled, 21% are
the on the job training and 20% are unskilled.

In this way is the backbone of Indian economy it
accelerates the growth of the country it caters the
various segments India needs more and more MSME
towards Heart strengthen the economic growth it is
for the welfare of the people of the country it It affect
all the segment of the country and it could affect all
the requirements of the future generation government
must strengthen the MSME in the country.

MSMEs are more than a sectoral classification
in India — they are an infrastructure for social and
economic life underpinning livelihoods, local
development, and India’s industrial foundation. The
nation’s recent policy drive — formalization through
Udyam/UAP, large-scale emergency credit
interventions, increased guarantee coverage, and
competitiveness initiatives — has nudged the sector
toward increased resilience and formality.
Government data of 2023-2024 show huge
registration and employment figures (tens of millions
of jobs and a few crore registered units), and by end-
2024 the sector was in strong job creation and
recovery mode. But persistent bottlenecks — finance,
technology, market access and informality —need
sustained, calibrated policy effort. Building MSMEs
will be at the core of India’s goal of inclusive, job-
rich growth in the decade to come.

Sri Venkateswara College
University of Delhi
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‘q‘jw 3R Yopfd & o9 I i 9 Wes,
SR AR W Fae @l ¥ | AFa qea
o1 faehra & yhfa & Tead A g ¥ | I UHfa @
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SHH! YT HLT ¢ | TR qE SN 3Heh U3 Tl Ao
w9 § wefia off T sEifere a7 whfa & @ gaen
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3% yTifw: gTIf~a: omif=a: "'\ (TASTAE 36:17)
FTorg 1 oAt Teh I AT b Al TG h
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TR e T BT 1 T3 <01 & | Tk STIRTS
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e T T | FHo et Afgw HIelE wiaar 7
3R YA & ST=IqH WTeTHE Gl hi AT H
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Tha @ T8 fést mfe 1 wfa off wfa &

Tepfa # =g Afcs we # & fewr <t ¥ ) gfren
Tord g foRama ‘A" 21§ SR afcer wife § wapfa
R qfe & o= Tl WheHes oY fe@ms < 7
TEE U BT Tenafas off o =i Afesw qer
Gyerd: SO e gS o HRIal & forrer § aRfaa
off Al F° ¥ A Yhfd gRI HH LA &

ST ST o1 el =Ta 11 & =R 978 Sfifaehret
Tt Shiadl o1 =R Shia B A1 HGYRES 1 6T i
St eTar et o1 9= 99H & fau Seel @i
HIERES & ®Y H YRehfeqd Hial g1 STigemrei
ifecd § Yhid ol Seor@ YA, -0 2@
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%1 T SR S € 98 § YN 1R 3TehTed | 71 |
TE O a9 Yeol gadierd S 3 39 9UF S aret
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T W | Swfadmeett # off I8 3Tehie § eifeh g
% @i ‘fo T g < 91y, gereg 9@, gRA,
OS], GE-Ghd Gehldl &' | S T SThIA T T2
¥ I8 U Ufdqeifass qed § T et | oMbl aR

AT § SIS | ST JHIE & I8 Uahid W& iR
e el 1 Tdie &1 GE<d 9 1 ved,
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Abstract

This article traces the historical evolution of Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI) in India from its early
precursors in e-governance initiatives to its
contemporary manifestation as a comprehensive
layered architecture integrating identity, payment, and
data exchange systems. Beginning with the National
e-Governance Plan of 2006 and the Second
Administrative Reforms Commission’s vision of
citizen-centric governance, the narrative examines
how the establishment of Aadhaar in 2009 created
the foundational identity layer, despite significant
concerns about privacy, exclusion, and the absence
of statutory backing. The subsequent development
of the Unified Payments Interface and data exchange
mechanisms like DigiLocker and DEPA layered
additional capabilities onto this foundation, creating
what became known as the India Stack. The article
critically analyses the JAM Trinity’s implementation
in welfare delivery, documenting both claimed
efficiency gains and documented exclusions resulting
from authentication failures and mandatory
requirements. Finally, it examines India’s recent efforts
to promote DPI internationally during its G20
Presidency, raising questions about whether this
promotion adequately accounts for the problems
characterizing India’s own experience. The historical
account reveals DPI’s trajectory as contested and
complex, marked by significant function creep and
ongoing tensions between efficiency, inclusion,
surveillance, and democratic governance that remain
unresolved.
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Introduction

Digital Public Infrastructure, or DPI as it is
commonly referred to in policy documents and
academic literature, has become something of a
buzzword in discussions about governance and
development in India over the past decade. Although,
the concept itself and the systems it describes have
deeper historical roots that are worth examining
carefully. At its most basic level, DPI refers to a set
of shared digital systems, platforms, and networks
that enable the delivery of services at population scale,
creating what proponents describe as the foundational
architecture for digital governance in the twenty-first
century. In the Indian context specifically, DPI has
come to be closely associated with what is termed
the India Stack, a layered architecture of digital
identity, payment systems, and data exchange
mechanisms that have been built incrementally over
the past two decade (Aiyar 2024).

The significance of DPI in India cannot be
overstated when one considers the sheer scale of its
implementation. The Aadhaar system, which forms
the identity layer of India’s DPI, has enrolled over
1.3 billion residents, making it quite literally the world’s
largest biometric identification program. The Unified
Payments Interface, or UPIL, which constitutes the
payment layer, processed over 185 billion transactions
in the financial year 2024-2025 alone,! transforming
how millions of Indians conduct financial transactions
in their daily lives. These systems have become so
embedded in everyday governance and commerce
that it is difficult to imagine how the Indian state
functioned without them just two decades ago, though
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this ubiquity also raises important questions about
dependency, exclusion, and the concentration of
power in digital infrastructure that this essay will
explore.

Understanding DPI’s historical development is
crucial, not merely as an exercise in chronology but
because the history reveals important patterns about
how governance technologies emerge, how they are
justified to public, and how their purposes and scope
often expand beyond what was originally envisioned
or promised. This paper traces the evolution of Digital
Public Infrastructure in India from its earliest
precursors in e-governance initiatives of the early
2000s through the establishment of Aadhaar as the
cornerstone of digital identity, to the subsequent
layering of payment and data exchange systems that
created the comprehensive architecture that exists
today. As noted above, this is not simply a story of
technological progress, but rather a complex narrative
involving bureaucratic ambitions, political economy,
global influences, and ongoing contestations about
privacy, exclusion, and the proper role of the state in
mediating citizens’ access to services and their
movements through both physical and digital spaces.
Early E-Governance Initiatives: Laying the
Groundwork

The story of Digital Public Infrastructure in India,
at least in its contemporary form, does not begin with
Aadhaar in 2009 as is sometimes suggested in official
narratives, but rather has roots in earlier e-governance
initiatives that established both the technical
capabilities and the bureaucratic imagination for what
digitized governance might look like. The National e-
Governance Plan, or NeGP as it was known, was
approved by the Government of India in 2006, building
on recommendations from several expert committees
and earlier pilot projects that had experimented with
computerizing government functions.? This plan
envisioned the computerization of various government
services and the creation of what was termed
‘common infrastructure’ that could be shared across
different government departments and levels of
administration. It was an early articulation of what
would later be called Digital Public Infrastructure,
though the terminology had not yet been standardized.

It is worth noting that these early e-governance
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initiatives were heavily influenced by the Second
Administrative Reforms Commission, which
submitted its reports between 2005 and 2009 and
emphasized the need for ‘citizen-centric governance’
that could be achieved through information
technology.? The Commission’s reports argued that
India’s governance challenges, particularly corruption,
inefficiency, and the inability to effectively deliver
services to citizens, could be substantially addressed
through the adoption of digital technologies that would
create transparency, reduce human discretion in
administrative processes, and enable better monitoring
and accountability. This framing, which positioned
technology as a kind of solution to governance failures
that were fundamentally political and institutional in
nature, would persist and shape how DPI was justified
in subsequent years, creating what some scholars have
described as a form of ‘technological solutionism’
where complex social problems are reframed as
technical challenges requiring technical fixes.

However, these early initiatives faced significant
challenges in implementation that reveal important
lessons about the difficulties of creating population-
scale digital systems in a country as diverse and
complex as India. The NeGP’s Mission Mode
Projects, which aimed to computerize specific
government functions like land records, transport, and
commercial taxes, encountered problems ranging from
inadequate infrastructure and lack of interoperability
between systems to resistance from bureaucrats who
saw digitization as threatening their discretionary
powers and the informal economies that surrounded
manual processes. More fundamentally, and this gets
to a core challenge that would persist even as more
sophisticated systems like Aadhaar were developed,
there was no unified system for establishing digital
identity that could work across different government
departments and programs, meaning that citizens had
to maintain multiple identity documents and prove their
eligibility separately for each service they sought to
access.

In retrospect, this identity problem created the
opening for Aadhaar to emerge as what was
presented as a comprehensive solution. If the
fundamental challenge to effective e-governance was
the inability to definitively identify individuals and
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eliminate what were termed ‘ghosts’ and ‘duplicates’
from government databases, then a biometric
identification system that could provide each resident
with a unique 12-digit number linked to their
fingerprints, iris scans, and photograph would solve
this problem at its root.# This was the promise, at
least, that was articulated when the Unique
Identification Authority of India was established in
2009. Although, we will examine below, the reality of
how Aadhaar has functioned has been considerably
more complex and contested than this straightforward
narrative of technological problem-solving might
suggest.
The Aadhaar System: Foundation of Digital
Identity

The establishment of the Unique Identification
Authority of India, or UIDAI, in January 2009
marked what might be termed a watershed moment
in the development of India’s DPI, though the system
that would emerge was quite different from what had
been initially envisioned and its evolution reflects the
complex interplay of bureaucratic ambitions, political
pressures, and technological possibilities. Nandan
Nilekani, co-founder of Infosys and a prominent figure
in India’s technology industry, was appointed as the
first Chairman of UIDAI and brought with him a vision
of creating what he termed ‘a unique identity for every
resident’ that could serve as the foundation for
transforming how the Indian state delivered services
to its population.®

The initial conception of Aadhaar, and this is
important to emphasize because it differs from how
the system eventually came to function, was that it
would be a purely identity system that would provide
individuals with a number that could be used to prove
their identity when accessing services, but would not
itself be linked to any particular service or entitlement.
In other words, Aadhaar was supposed to answer
the question ‘who are you?’ but not questions like
‘are you eligible for this subsidy?’ or ‘are you entitled
to this service?’, which would remain the domain of
specific government programs using their own eligibility
criteria (Aiyar 2024). The UIDAI would simply
provide a platform for identity authentication, allowing
service providers to verify that the person presenting
an Aadhaar number was indeed the person to whom
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that number had been issued, based on matching
biometric data collected at the point of authentication
against the biometric data stored in the UIDAI’s
Central Identities Data Repository, or CIDR as it is
known.

However, even as enrolment in Aadhaar
proceeded rapidly, with hundreds of millions of
residents providing their biometric and demographic
data at enrolment centres set up across the country,
significant concerns were being raised by civil society
organizations, privacy advocates, and even some
government agencies about the implications of creating
such a comprehensive biometric database. The lack
of any statutory backing for Aadhaar was particularly
troubling, as noted above, since UIDAI had been
created through an executive order rather than
legislation, meaning there was no clear legal
framework governing how the data collected could
be used, who could access it, what protections existed
against misuse, or what recourse individuals had if
their data was compromised. The Supreme Court,
responding to petitions challenging Aadhaar’s
constitutional validity, passed several interim orders
directing that Aadhaar should remain voluntary and
that no individual should be denied services for lack
of an Aadhaar number, though as scholars like Reetika
Khera have documented extensively, these orders
were widely violated as various government
departments and even private entities began making
Aadhaar mandatory for accessing services (Khera
2019).

The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and
Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act was
eventually passed in 2016, providing statutory backing
for the system, though the manner of its passage was
itself controversial.® The Act was introduced and
passed as a Money Bill, which is a parliamentary
procedure that allows legislation to be passed by the
Lok Sabha alone without requiring approval from the
Rajya Sabha, where the government lacked a majority
at the time. This use of the Money Bill route to bypass
normal legislative procedures raised serious questions
about democratic process and whether such a
significant piece of legislation with profound
implications for privacy and civil liberties should have
been subjected to more thorough parliamentary
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scrutiny and debate, but the government defended
the procedure as legitimate and the Act came into
force.

The 2016 Act attempted to place some limitations
on Aadhaar’s use, specifying that it could only be used
for ‘targeted delivery of subsidies, benefits and
services’ paid for from the Consolidated Fund of India,
and establishing some privacy protections including
prohibitions on sharing authentication data and
requirements for informed consent. However, and this
is quite significant, the Act also contained broad
exceptions that allowed the government to use
Aadhaar data ‘in the interest of national security” and
permitted private entities to use Aadhaar for
authentication purposes subject to regulations that
would be framed later, creating openings for the kind
of function creep that critics had warned about, where
a system designed for one purpose gradually expands
to serve many other purposes that were not part of
the original vision or justification.”

By the time the Aadhaar Act was passed, the
system had already enrolled over a billion residents
and had become, whether through legal mandate or
de facto requirement, necessary for accessing an ever-
widening range of services from opening bank
accounts to registering SIM cards to filing income
tax returns to receiving subsidized food rations under
the Public Distribution System (PDS). This created
what scholars have described as a form of “civil death’
for those unable to obtain Aadhaar or whose biometric
authentication failed, as they found themselves
excluded from services they were entitled to receive,
sometimes with devastating consequences for their
survival and dignity (Ramanathan 2010).

Building the India Stack: Layering Payment and
Data Systems

With Aadhaar established as the foundation, the
next phase in the development of India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure involved layering additional systems on
top of this identity infrastructure to create what became
known as the India Stack, a term that captured the
architectural metaphor of different technological layers
building upon each other to create comprehensive
digital capabilities. The UPI, which was launched in
2016, represented the payment layer of this stack
and aimed to revolutionize how money moved through
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the Indian economy by creating an interoperable digital
payments system that could work across different
banks and payment service providers.

UPTP’s significance lies not merely in its technical
capabilities, though those are impressive, but in how
it transformed the political economy of payments in
India by enabling what are termed ‘peer-to-peer’
transactions that could occur directly between
individuals’ bank accounts without requiring
intermediaries like credit card networks or earlier
mobile wallet systems that kept money trapped within
proprietary ecosystems. The system uses the existing
infrastructure of bank accounts and mobile phones,
allowing any individual with a bank account and a
smartphone to make or receive payments by simply
entering a virtual payment address or scanning a QR
code, with the actual movement of money occurring
through the traditional banking system but mediated
through the UPI interface that handles the messaging
and authentication.

The adoption of UPI was truly remarkable in terms
of speed and scale. From processing just over 100
million transactions in its first full year of operation in
2016-17, UPI grew to process over 100 billion
transactions by 2023, a thousand-fold increase in
volume that is probably unprecedented for any
payment system globally.® This growth was driven
by several factors including demonetization in
November 2016 which created urgency around digital
payment alternatives, aggressive promotion by the
government which framed UPI as a form of financial
inclusion and formalization of the economy, and
network effects where the value of the system
increased as more merchants and individuals began
accepting UPI payments.

However, UPI’s success has also raised concerns
about the concentration of power in the digital
payments ecosystem. While UPI as a protocol is
ostensibly open and interoperable, in practice the
market has become dominated by a small number of
third-party applications, particularly Google Pay and
PhonePe, which together account for over 80% of
UPI transaction volumes.® This concentration means
that a handful of private corporations, most with
foreign ownership, have access to enormous amounts
of data about Indians’ financial transactions,
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consumption patterns, and social networks, creating
privacy concerns and questions about whether the
ostensible public infrastructure of UPI has effectively
been captured by private interests who benefit from
the data generated through the system.

The data exchange layer of the India Stack,
formalized through systems like Digilocker and the
Data Empowerment and Protection Architecture or
DEPA, represents an attempt to create what
proponents describe as a ‘consent-based data sharing
framework’ that would give individuals control over
their data while enabling its flow between different
service providers in ways that could unlock economic
value and improve service delivery. DigiLocker,
launched in 2015, provides a cloud-based platform
where citizens can store digital copies of their
documents like educational certificates, property
records, and other credentials, which can then be
shared with service providers as needed rather than
requiring individuals to carry physical documents
everywhere (Aiyar 2024).

DEPA, which is a more recent and ambitious
Initiative, aims to create a framework where individuals
can grant time-bound, revocable consent for different
entities to access their data held by various custodians
like banks, insurance companies, or government
agencies. The architecture uses what are termed
‘consent managers’ who act as intermediaries
facilitating data flows in accordance with the
individual’s consent, theoretically putting individuals
in control of their data and enabling them to leverage
it for their benefit, for instance by sharing financial
transaction data with lenders to establish
creditworthiness without having to provide physical
documents.1?

However, critics have raised significant concerns
about whether these consent frameworks actually
empower individuals or merely create a facade of
consent that legitimizes data extraction by
corporations and the state. As scholars examining
DEPA have noted, the notion of ‘informed consent’
becomes quite problematic when individuals must
either consent to data sharing or be excluded from
accessing essential services, creating what amounts
to coerced consent rather than the genuine voluntary
agreement that the term implies. Moreover, the
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complexity of data flows in digital systems means that
individuals often cannot meaningfully understand what
they are consenting to or anticipate how their data
might be used, analysed, or combined with other
datasets to generate insights or predictions about them
that they never intended to reveal.

The Consolidation Phase: JAM Trinity and
Government Schemes

The period from 2014 onwards saw what might
be termed the consolidation of DPI into
comprehensive governance through the
implementation of numerous government schemes that
leveraged the layered architecture of identity,
payments, and data exchange to transform service
delivery. The JAM Trinity, an acronym for Jan Dhan
(bank accounts), Aadhaar (digital identity), and Mobile
(phones),!! became the centrepiece of this
consolidation, with the government arguing that these
three elements together created the infrastructure
necessary for ‘Direct Benefit Transfer’ (DBT) that
could eliminate intermediaries, reduce leakages and
corruption, and ensure that subsidies reached
intended beneficiaries directly into their bank
accounts.

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, launched
in August 2014, aimed to provide universal access to
banking facilities by opening bank accounts for all
households, particularly targeting the unbanked poor
who had historically been excluded from the formal
financial system. The campaign was remarkably
successful in numerical terms, opening hundreds of
millions of new bank accounts within a few years,
though questions remained about whether these
accounts were actively used or remained dormant,
and whether simply having an account translated into
genuine financial inclusion when many account
holders lived far from bank branches and faced
various barriers to actually using banking services.

The integration of Aadhaar with these Jan Dhan
accounts, and the increasing use of mobile phones
for authentication and payment, created what the
government promoted as an infrastructure for
transforming welfare delivery through DBT. Under
DBT, instead of distributing subsidized goods through
ration shops or other intermediaries, the government
would calculate the subsidy amount and transfer it
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directly to beneficiaries’ bank accounts, allowing them
to purchase goods at market prices, theoretically
giving them more choice and eliminating the corruption
and inefficiency associated with the PDS.

However, the implementation of DBT revealed
significant problems that illustrate the challenges of
translating the DPI vision into reality on the ground.
Authentication failures, where individuals’ fingerprints
could not be read due to worn prints from manual
labour, poor quality fingerprint readers, lack of
internet connectivity, or other technical issues, meant
that people who were entitled to benefits found
themselves unable to access them (Khera 2017).
Studies documented authentication failure rates
ranging from 5% in some states to as high as 49% in
Jharkhand, meaning that approximately half of all
authentication attempts were failing, denying people
access to food rations and other essential services
(Dréze, et al. 2017). For individuals whose
fingerprints consistently failed to authenticate, and this
is particularly tragic, the technological system
effectively rendered them non-existent from the state’s
perspective, unable to prove they were who they
claimed to be and therefore unable to claim the
benefits to which they were legally entitled, a condition
scholars have termed ‘civil death’ (Ramanathan 2010).

The consequences of these authentication failures
and the broader exclusions created by making
Aadhaar mandatory for welfare schemes were
documented in numerous studies and reports by civil
society organizations. People died of starvation after
being denied rations due to authentication failures or
because they lacked Aadhaar numbers, elderly
persons and persons with disabilities faced enormous
difficulties traveling to enrolment centres or completing
authentication, and marginalized communities already
facing multiple forms of exclusion found themselves
further disadvantaged by technological systems that
didn’t account for their lived realities (Khera 2019).
These exclusions raise fundamental questions about
whether the efficiency gains and leakage reductions
claimed for DPI-enabled welfare delivery justify the
human cost of excluding vulnerable individuals from
accessing basic necessities, or whether the
technological infrastructure has effectively made
governance less inclusive rather than more inclusive
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as was promised in official narratives (Aiyar 2024).
DPI Goes Global: India’s G20 Presidency and
International Promotion

The period from 2020 onwards has seen India
actively promoting its Digital Public Infrastructure
model internationally, positioning DPI as a
development paradigm that could be adopted by
other countries, particularly in the Global South, to
accelerate their digital transformation and improve
service delivery. This promotional effort reached its
peak during India’s G20 Presidency in 2023, when
DPI was made a priority agenda item and multiple
sessions and working groups focused on sharing
India’s experience and encouraging other countries
to adopt similar approaches.?

The government created what is termed the India
Stack Developer Portal and has actively worked with
international organizations like the World Bank to
promote the adoption of Modular Open Source
Identity Platform, or MOSIP, which is an open-source
version of Aadhaar-like identity systems that countries
can adapt to their contexts. As of 2024, MOSIP has
reportedly been implemented or is being piloted in
eleven countries including Morocco, Philippines,
Ethiopia, and Guinea, suggesting that India’s DPI
model is indeed finding resonance internationally,
though the long-term outcomes of these
implementations remain to be seen.!3

The international promotion of DPI has been
framed by the Indian government and international
development organizations as a form of ‘digital public
goods’ that can help countries leapfrog development
challenges and achieve the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals more efficiently. The narrative
emphasizes that DPI is not about any particular
technology but rather about architectural principles
of creating open, interoperable, and inclusive digital
infrastructure that can serve as a foundation for
innovation and service delivery. This framing positions
India not merely as exporting specific technologies
but as offering a development paradigm that other
countries can adapt to their contexts, creating what
scholars have termed a form of ‘techno-nationalism’
where technological capabilities become a source of
geopolitical influence and soft power.

However, critics have raised concerns about
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whether this international promotion of DPI
adequately accounts for the problems and exclusions
that have characterized India’s own experience with
these systems, or whether it presents an overly
optimistic narrative that downplays the risks and
challenges. Civil society organizations have argued
that countries adopting DPI frameworks should be
made fully aware of issues like authentication failures,
function creep, privacy violations, and the potential
for these systems to enable state surveillance and
control, rather than being sold a vision of technological
transformation that glosses over these very real
problems (IT for Change 2025). There are also
concerns about the political economy of DPI adoption,
where international financial institutions and
development agencies encourage countries to invest
in these systems as conditions for aid or technical
assistance, potentially creating dependencies on
particular vendors or technology platforms and
foreclosing alternative development paths that might
be more appropriate to local contexts.
Conclusion: DPI’s Trajectory and Unresolved
Questions

The historical trajectory of Digital Public
Infrastructure in India, traced from early e-governance
initiatives through the establishment of Aadhaar and
the subsequent layering of payment and data systems,
reveals a complex and contested process that cannot
be reduced to simple narratives of either technological
progress and inclusion or digital authoritarianism and
exclusion. The reality contains elements of both, with
the same infrastructure that has enabled genuine
improvements in some aspects of service delivery also
creating new forms of exclusion, surveillance, and state
power that raise profound questions about privacy,

autonomy, and democratic governance.

What is clear from this historical account is that
DPI did not emerge fully formed from a single policy
decision but rather evolved incrementally through a
series of initiatives that built upon each other, often in
ways that exceeded or diverged from what was
originally intended or promised to the public. The
scope and purposes of these systems have consistently
expanded through what scholars term function creep,
where infrastructure created for welfare delivery
becomes used for policing, where identity systems
become payment systems become data exchange
platforms, and where voluntary systems become
mandatory requirements for accessing essential
services.

The future trajectory DPI in India remains
uncertain and will depend on ongoing political
contestations about how these systems should be
governed, what limits should be placed on their use,
and whose interests they ultimately serve. The
questions raised by DPI’s development, about the
proper role of technology in governance, about the
balance between efficiency and inclusion, about
privacy and surveillance, about state power and
individual autonomy, these are not merely technical
questions that can be resolved through better system
design but are fundamentally political questions that
require democratic deliberation and ongoing vigilance
to ensure that infrastructure serves people rather than
people serving the infrastructure.
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Abstract

This paper looks at how the Upper Ganga-
Yamuna Doab changed from a thickly forested area
on the edges of state control into a settled farming
region between the 13th and 17th centuries.! I argue
this was not something that just happened by itself. It
was a planned, long-term project by the state. The
process had three main parts: cutting down the forests
(jangal-bari) that gave shelter to rebels, spreading
agriculture to create revenue, and setting up new
villages, towns and trade routes to make
administration easier.2 Using evidence from Persian
chronicles, traveller accounts, and modern historical
geography—especially Irfan Habib’s Atlas of the
Mughal Empire-this study shows how political power
in medieval India worked by changing the land itself.3
The story of the Doab in this period gives us a clear
example of how states grew by turning forests into
farms and frontier zones into heartlands.
Introduction

Let me begin by describing the Upper Ganga-
Yamuna Doab at the start of the 13th century. This
region, the fertile land between the Ganga and
Yamuna rivers, was in a very different condition than
what we see in Mughal maps. To the best of my
knowledge, the historical records from the early Delhi
Sultanate do not talk about a major war here between
the Sultan’s armies and the forces of an established,
rival king. There is almost a complete absence of
mention of any strong local polity or any significant
urban centre here before the Sultans themselves began
their interventions.*
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The Upper Ganga-Yamuna Doab

from Forested Frontier to

Agrarian Heartland (13th—17th

Centuries)

What the sources do talk about, repeatedly and
with a sense of urgency, is that this region, covered
with dense forest and located uncomfortably close to
Delhi, provided perfect shelter. It was a refuge for
rebels, for elements hostile to the Sultanate’s authority,
and for groups that challenged state control.> This
tells us something fundamental about the early
relationship between the state and this space. The
primary conflict here was not state-versus-state, but
state-versus-forest. The forest was not just trees and
wildlife; it was a political space—a zone outside the
control and revenue net of the state, what scholars
like Sunil Kumar would term a mawas.%

The Sultans of Delhi, therefore, began what would
become a centuries-long project to transform this
landscape. As we know from the historian Ziya’ al-
Din Barani, Sultan Ghiyas| al-Din Balban (. 1266—
1287) specifically ordered the systematic clearing of
forests north and east of the Yamuna to destroy these
hideouts. He actively encouraged farmers to settle
there and is said to have taken severe measures
against the nomadic pastoralist communities of the
area.” This was the foundational act. The project was
so successful that later court historians, like Shams-i
Siraj Afif, lament the loss of good hunting grounds—a
complaint that ironically signals a pacified and tamed
landscape.® The traveller Ibn Batttitah’s note about
seeing rhinoceros in the nearby Tira’1 (Terai) region
gives us a hint of the rich wildlife that existed in the
broader area, which was gradually pushed back as
the frontier of human settlement advanced.’

My research focuses on understanding this

Global Thought * October 2025 165



comprehensive process from the 13th to the 17th
centuries. What was the actual pattern of settlement
expansion? Can we really say the entire region was
settled in this period? A careful look at the sources
and, crucially, at Irfan Habib’s An Atlas of the Mughal
Empire, suggests a more graded picture. Certain parts,
especially along the riverbanks and major routes, were
settled early, while the interior tracts filled in later. !
What factors decided this pattern? Was it only about
being close to a big river like the Ganga or Yamuna,
or did other things matter just as much-like local
topography, smaller tributaries, considerations of
defence, and deliberate state policy? By piecing
together evidence from chronicles, travel accounts,
and the work of modern environmental and economic
historians, this paper argues that the making of the
agrarian Doab was a conscious, long-term act of
territorialisation by successive states.!! Political
control was established and made permanent not just
by winning battles, but by permanently altering the
region’s ecology and human geography.

A good amount of important work has been done
on the history and geography of the Ganga plains,
but when we look closely, my specific area and period
of focus still have some gaps. Dilip K. Chakrabarti’s
important book, Archaeological Geography of the
Ganga Plain: The Lower and the Middle Ganga,
provides a very useful methodology. It shows us how
to mix archaeological survey data with geographical
and historical evidence to reconstruct settlement
patterns.!? But as the title says, his study focuses on
the lower and middle Ganga. He leaves out the upper
part, which is precisely my region of study. Similarly,
B.D. Chattopadhyay’s insights in his work Aspects
of Rural Settlements and Rural Society in Early
Medieval India help us think deeply about how rural
settlements were organised, their links with towns,
and their social structure.'3 But his work mainly deals
with the early medieval period and doesn’t centrally
cover the phase of intense, state-led forest clearance
and settlement push that began with the Delhi
Sultanate.

This study tries to build on and talk to two main
kinds of scholarship. First, the work on state formation
and frontier politics in medieval India. Here, the work
of Sunil Kumar is very important. In his book The
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Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate, he develops and
uses the concept of the mawas.! These were forested
or marginal areas that existed as zones of refuge and
resistance, spaces outside the direct control of the
state. This idea is extremely helpful for understanding
the early history of the Doab. It moves us beyond
seeing forests just as physical features; we start to
see them as active political spaces.

Second, I use the ideas coming from the field of
Indian environmental history. Scholars like Mahesh
Rangarajan, Chetan Singh, and others have shown
convincingly how pre-colonial states were powerful
agents of ecological change.!S Their actions—creating
hunting reserves (shikargah), digging canals for
irrigation, and clearing forests for security and
settlement—actively shaped the landscape. As
Dhirendra Dangwal’s work on Himalayan forests
shows, the idea of “political forests” emerged from
this period of state intervention to control resources. 16
The process in the Upper Doab fits this pattern well.
My argument is that the region’s political integration
happened through its environmental transformation.
The state’s political project was, at the same time, a
large-scale ecological project.

Ecology and the Political Space of the Mawas:

To really appreciate the scale of the change that
happened, we need to first try to reconstruct the
ecological and political baseline of the region around
1200 CE. Based on geographical studies and
historical clues, the natural vegetation of the Upper
Doab, before the big medieval clearances, would
have included tropical dry deciduous forest. This was
especially true for the bangar tracts—the older, higher
alluvial ground away from the active floodplains of
the rivers.!”

Irfan Habib, in his geographical notes, points out
that while there were some early historical settlements
along the western bank of the Yamuna, the middle of
the doab was a different story. He observes that “a
traveller crossing the middle doab faced danger from
tigers,” and that in the 13th century, the area “almost
certainly had pockets of jungle and forests connected
with the sub-montane forests by ravines and jungle
running along the Yamuna and Ganga.”'8

This was not empty or wasted land. It was a
functioning ecological zone with its own balance—
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specific plants, animals like tigers and deer, and human
communities who knew how to live within it, such as
various forest-dwelling groups and pastoralists.
Politically, however, it was what Sunil Kumar terms a
mawas. From the viewpoint of a centralising state
whose power depended on collecting land revenue,
territory that was forested and not under firm
administrative control was ghayr ma mur—uninhabited,
or more accurately, un-administered.!® It was a space
for those who wanted to avoid or resist the state:
rebels, independent chieftains, and mobile pastoral
groups. The fact that the early Sultanate chronicles
constantly describe the Doab forests as a “refuge”
for threats to Delhi, and never as the core territory of
arival kingdom, is very revealing.2? It shows that the
state’s main adversary in this region was not a
competing sovereign, but the very condition of forested
wilderness that made resistance possible. Therefore,
the first and most urgent task of the state was to
dismantle this political ecology.

The transformation of the Doab did not happen
in arandom or piecemeal way. It unfolded through a
set of interconnected strategies that followed a clear
state logic. We can break this down into three main
parts that worked together.

1. Forest Clearance (Jangal-bari) as Political and
Military Strategy

The initial drive was straightaway about security.
The chroniclers of the Delhi Sultanate, from Minhaj-
1Siraj Juzjani to Ziya’ al-Din Barani, are very clear
in describing the forests around Delhi as a persistent
security headache. Barani writes that Sultan Balban,
recognising the danger, ordered the systematic cutting
of forests in the Doab and Mewat regions specifically
to destroy the bases and hideouts of rebels and
troublemakers.*!

This was jangal-bari (forest-clearing) as a direct
military and political act. It was an assault on the
mawas, aiming to physically erase the ungovernable,
sheltering space and replace it with an open, visible,
and controllable one. The ecological impact of such
orders was immediate and severe. As Meena
Bhargava notes in her work on environmental frontiers,
such state-ordered clearance for security and
subsequent settlement was a primary driver of
deforestation in the medieval period, permanently
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changing habitats and the distribution of species.*?

The scale of this change is hinted at in the later
sources. The complaints of Sultan Firtiz Shah Tughluq
(r. 1351-1388) and even echoes from Balban’s own
time about the disappearance of good hunting grounds
are very telling. 23 As studies on Mughal hunting show,
the shikar was not just a sport; it was a ritual of
dominance over the natural world and a symbolic
display of control over territory.2* The loss of
accessible hunting grounds signified not necessarily a
lack of game, but rather the prior conversion of that
wild territory into a more valuable asset: taxable
farmland. The state’s economic priority had overridden
its elite recreational one.

2. Agrarian Expansion and the Creation of
Revenue-Generating Land

Cleared forest land was of limited direct use to
the state unless it could be made to generate a steady
stream of revenue. Therefore, the project of forest
clearance was intrinsically linked to, and almost
immediately followed by, state-sponsored agrarian
expansion. Both the Sultanate and later the Mughal
state actively promoted the extension of cultivation
(zira at). This served two critical purposes at once: it
populated the landscape with stable, revenue-paying
peasants (ra iyat), and it physically consolidated the
state’s hold by replacing a wild, unpredictable
wilderness with orderly, productive, and monitorable
space.

The pattern of this settlement did not happen
randomly. Following Irfan Habib’s geographical logic,
the initial belt of settlement and state control probably
clung to the line of the western Yamuna bank, which
was the vital corridor connecting Delhi with the eastern
provinces.?S Over the following centuries, expansion
pushed incrementally inland. This movement followed
the courses of smaller tributaries like the Kali Nadi,
the Hindon, and their branches, which provided
essential water for irrigation and daily life. Settlers
would have naturally sought out the more fertile and
better-drained bangar soils, avoiding the flood-prone
khadar (new alluvium) of the active river channels.?®

The state provided the essential administrative
skeleton for this new agrarian geography. Cleared and
settled tracts were organised into parganas—the basic
revenue districts. Market towns (ganjs) and

Global Thought * October 2025 167



administrative qasbas were established or officially
promoted, often at strategically important points like
river crossings, confluences, or route junctions. The
late medieval and early modern settlement of Afghan
Rohilla groups in the 17th and 18th centuries, which
eventually led to the formation of independent
principalities, represents a later, somewhat unintended
phase of this long process. As Jos J.L. Gommans
discusses in his work on the Indo-Afghan empire,
the Rohilla expansion was itself a form of frontier
settlement, filling in the political and demographic
spaces within the already partly integrated Doab.?’
It shows how the state-initiated process of peopling
and controlling the land could, over a long period,
generate new and powerful political actors who
operated within the framework created by earlier
states.

3. The Genesis of Trade Routes and Urban
Nodes

An expanding agrarian society producing surplus
grain and other goods naturally stimulates commerce,
and commerce requires and fosters infrastructure. The
Ganga and Yamuna rivers became vital transport
arteries for moving bulk goods like grain, timber, salt,
and sugar. The location of towns that grew to
prominence in this period-Badaun, Amroha, Sambhal,
and later Mughal-era foundations like Shahjahanabad
(modern Shahjahanpur)-was primarily strategic and
economic rather than archaic. They emerged not from
ancient urban continuity but as nodes connecting
productive new agrarian hinterlands to the riverine
and overland trade routes.?

The Mughal state, with its exceptional focus on
administration and documentation, perfected and
mapped this network. Irfan Habib’s Atlas of the
Mughal Empire provides the definitive visual proof of
this integration. Map sheets 7B and 8 A show a dense
web of parganas and towns crisscrossing the Upper
Doab by the late 16th century, all connected by a
hierarchy of clearly marked routes.?® The whole
region now fell firmly within the sarkar of Delhi and
later the subah of Delhi. The meticulous quantitative
data recorded in the A’in-i Akbari for these very
parganas is the ultimate textual testament to the
region’s completed transformation. It lists thousands
of villages, detailed crop yields, and specific revenue
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rates.3® This bureaucratic record-keeping proves the
region was no longer a forested frontier or a
problematic mawas; it was a calculated, measured,
and productive component of the Mughal Empire’s
economic heartland. The forest had been fully
transformed into a fiscal resource.

The settlement and integration of the Upper Doab
were not caused by a single factor. They were driven
by a powerful, synergistic combination where political
will, economic logic, and environmental opportunity
became inseparable and fed into each other.

The Primacy of State Policy: The overriding driver
was the state’s intertwined need for security and fiscal
sustenance. The military campaign against the mawas
was the essential, catalytic first step that made all
subsequent development possible. This was a top-
down, deliberate project of territorialisation, not a
bottom-up, organic migration.

Economic Imperatives: A state apparatus,
especially one maintaining large armies and a complex
aristocracy, required sustainable and growing revenue.
Transforming a security liability (the rebel-harbouring
forest) into a fiscal asset (taxable farmland) was the
economic engine that justified, funded, and
perpetuated the entire political project. In this sense,
agrarian expansion was state-building.

Environmental Constraints and Opportunities:
Within this overarching state framework, local
geography dictated the specifics of the settlement
pattern. Access to water (major rivers, tributaries,
later canals), soil quality, and defensible topography
determined the exact location of villages, qasbas, and
ganjs. The state’s policy worked within, and then
dramatically altered, these environmental parameters
to serve its goals.

This process created a self-reinforcing cycle.
Forest clearance enabled stable farming. Farming
produced surplus, which required trade routes,
markets, and currency. Trade encouraged the growth
of towns, which in turn required stronger
administrative and military presence, further cementing
state control. Each step deepened the region’s
physical and economic integration, systematically
erasing its former identity as a peripheral wilderness
and weaving it tightly into the political and economic
fabric of North India.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the history of the Upper Ganga-
Yamuna Doab from the 13th to the 17th centuries
presents a seminal case study of state-driven
territorialisation in medieval and early modern South
Asia. It was a deliberate, protracted project where
military conquest was necessarily followed by a
profound and intentional environmental and socio-
economic transformation. The dense forests—the
mawas that challenged the political authority of Delhi—
were systematically cleared in a decisive political act.
The land was then methodically repurposed: first for
security, then for agriculture, with new settlements
planted as instruments of control, and trade routes
laid down to integrate the region into wider imperial
networks.

This long-term process, documented in the
concerns of contemporary chroniclers and later
mapped in the meticulous geography of historians like

Irfan Habib, reveals a central, often under-
appreciated, mechanism of empire-building in the
Indian subcontinent. Empires were consolidated not
only on battlefields but in fields, forests, and
marketplaces. The Doab’s five-century journey from
a forested refuge and zone of resistance to the agrarian
and administrative core of first the Delhi Sultanate
and then the Mughal Empire underscores a
fundamental historical truth of the period. Asserting
lasting sovereignty over people was ultimately
contingent on asserting effective sovereignty over their
land, which very often meant irrevocably changing its
very nature from wilderness to settled landscape. This
was the longue-durée work of the state—the slow,
determined, and calculated conversion of a turbulent
frontier into a governed heartland.
Phd Research Scholar (History)
School of Social Sciences,
IGNOU, New Delhi.110068

References:

1. This periodisation and the core argument of state-
led transformation is supported by the synthesis
of evidence in: Irfan Habib, An Atlas of the
Mughal Empire (Delhi: Aligarh Muslim University,
1982); Sunil Kumar, The Emergence of the Delhi
Sultanate (Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2007).

2. This tripartite framework is my analytical
construct, derived from connecting the processes
described in primary sources like Barani and Afif
with the models of state formation in Kumar,
Emergence, and agrarian expansion in Irfan
Habib, The Agrarian System of Mughal India
(Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1999).

3. The methodological reliance on Habib’s Atlas is
central. See Habib, Atlas, Sheets 7B, 8 A for visual
evidence of the settled landscape.

4. This observation is synthesised from a reading of
early Sultanate chronicles like Minhaj-i Siraj
Juzjani, Tabaqat-i Nasir1, ed. ‘Abd al-Hayy
Habibi1 (Kabul: Anjuman-i Trikh-i Afghanistan,
1963-64). The absence of major pre-13th
century urban sites in the Upper Doab is noted in
archaeological surveys summarised by Dilip K.
Chakrabarti, The Archaeology of the Ganga Plain

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

(Delhi: Aryan Books, 2006).

5. See for instance, Ziya’ al-Din Barani, Tarikh-i
Firuzshahi, ed. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rashid (Aligarh:
Department of History, Aligarh Muslim University,
1957), p. 58, where the Doab forests are
described as a den for rebels ( mufsidan ) and
the Mewatis.

6. Sunil Kumar, The Emergence of the Delhi
Sultanate, 1192—-1286 (Ranikhet: Permanent
Black, 2007), pp. 184-217.

7. Barani, Tarikh-i Firuzshahi, p. 58.

8. Shams-i Siraj Afif, Tarikh-i Firtizshahi, ed.
Mawlaw1 Vilayat Husayn (Calcutta: Asiatic
Society of Bengal, 1891), p. 267.

9. Ibn Battutah, The Rehla of Ibn Battuta, trans.
Mahdi Husain (Baroda: Oriental Institute, 1976),
p. 112.

10. Habib, Atlas, Sheets 7B & 8A and accompanying
notes.

11. This interdisciplinary approach is inspired by the
works of Chakrabarti (archaeological geography),
Chattopadhyaya (rural settlements), and
Rangarajan (environmental history) cited
elsewhere in these notes.

12. Dilip K. Chakrabarti, Archaeological Geography

Global Thought * October 2025 169



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

of'the Ganga Plain: The Lower and the Middle
Ganga (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2001).
B.D. Chattopadhyaya, Aspects of Rural
Settlements and Rural Society in Early Medieval
India (Kolkata: K.P. Bagchi & Company, 1990).
Kumar, The Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate,
pp. 184-217.

Mahesh Rangarajan and K. Sivaramakrishnan,
eds., India’s Environmental History: From Ancient
Times to the Colonial Period, 2 vols. (New Delhi:
Permanent Black, 2012); Chetan Singh, Natural
Premises: Ecology and Peasant Life in the
Western Himalaya, 1800—1950 (Delhi: Oxford
University Press, 1998).

Dhirendra Dangwal, “The Political Forests of
Uttarakhand, India: A Historical View,”
Environment and History, 24(3), 2018, pp. 357-
378.

This synthesis is based on ecological inferences
in M. S. Randhawa, A History of Agriculture in
India, Vol. IT (New Delhi: Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, 1982), and the
geographical descriptions in Habib’s Atlas notes.
Irfan Habib, “The Geographical Background,” in
The Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol.
1:¢.1200—.1750, ed. Tapan Raychaudhuri and
Irfan Habib (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1982), p. 10.

Kumar, The Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate,
p. 189.

Barani, Tarikh-i Firazshahi, p. 58.

Abid, pp. 57-58.

Meena Bhargava, “Forests, Pastoralists and

170 TS die © EEH 2025

23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

Agrarian Society in Mughal India,” in Frontiers
of Environment: Issues in Medieval and Early
Modern India, ed. Meena Bhargava (New Delhi:
Aakar Books, 2015), pp. 65-91.

Afif, Tarikh-i Firoizshahi, p. 267; Barani also
implies this growing tension between preserving
hunting grounds and clearing land for settlement.
Emilie F. Guitard, “The Mughal Emperor’s Hunt:
A Political Ritual of Domination,” South Asia
Multidisciplinary Academic Journal [Online],
262022.

Habib, “Geographical Background,” p. 10.
This pattern is deduced from the distribution of
parganas in Habib’s Atlas and standard
geomorphological understanding of settlement in
alluvial plains. See also, B. B. Lal, The Ganga
Plain: A Study in Geomorphology (Varanasi:
National Geographical Society of India, 1976).
Jos J.L. Gommans, “The Rise of the Indo-Afghan
Empire, ¢.1710-1780” (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1995),
pp. 41-60.

For the economic and administrative role of such
towns, see Satish Chandra, Medieval India:
From Sultanat to the Mughals, Part Two (New
Delhi: Har-Anand Publications, 2005), pp. 145-
160.

Habib, Atlas, Sheets 7B, 8A.

Abt al-Fazl ‘Allami, The Am-i Akbarz, Vol. 11,
trans. H. S. Jarrett, ed. Jadunath Sarkar (Calcutta:
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1949), pp. 285-310
for the detailed pargana listings of the carkr of
Delhi.

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



va § 9RAE Spfa & R Afgdia ¥
foea Mval & e H WRdg G&hid 3
31eff § WaTaR § | MRS IRERT BT G IRl R e
3R wwpfa § e €1 aRdia o @reen iR
3MeATCHS AY 1 GG TH TERfq 1 AT 37
W | Rd Gepfa # qeed o1 fowe e @ R
g g o, o1ef, o SR Hier § wiAfea ¥ A= &
SiieF-gef T yHfd Sgemamt 3R = W)
T IR o it Gfear § o 1 HEw © d R iR
frefor =1 oft S & T iR R T ¥
fova # IRA™ W1 i SRR Gad e 7
St €| U1 & RO & RAE SR 995 o
¥ | fava i o= Gepfqal sl wrat & o § T 8
T, SRl WA | T HETd i ST 3a1 el ¢
o ST eifeaed TEqwed # o off faemm 1 o
g & greieas Tl 9 U ¥ | o6l ot wigaret §
IR T Ta TR ! ga e g1 9 o
fordra/aifeca &1 § dfesh 370 Sifehd & I8 3IR
T AR FIT o TERid 1 e Hel § |
TR GEhia 2797 ol Fawar | gRenfoa et
7 “afe gfva =1 o= gwpfa = =% fog,
TErerfiEr, 9 IR Hifen Y gwhfa &, ST
RO i T X gt § | IRAT HeIrd Sy §
iR iR sTdfta forfora =21 €, =8l waw ot faean
1 oI T | Sk A T FE-TSt FFad sfaerd

% weEel B %A 8 FH! ¢ BAR T8 IR

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

Stifard €, Sgep! Sftear gt Ferand # gefara )
e o e § Anet ool &1 S gen ugfa ®, 9%
3T oft AR & TreT o few § 1 vRa § gt 95
T S IR T, (T, T ST, F@T St T, g
&1 ST T 3T oft THRY HEhd o foem B | R
et o1 Sfav=aa fafaearei 3§ € oifer e &1
HEF T H T A, IR v g A R 3w
AR 1 diiferen Sonre fafasmmst ¥ a0 8, T 3R
SRl @ 9T ¥, T AR o1 ¥ ufed §1 9 8
T &1 JeTel, Jaldl ¥ 3T=Rifed &l &, a8l gl 3iR
el wd gl ¥ o ¥ ad fafauar uwrd=
GE{ 1 U8AM ¢ | BAR TRl et ot fafoemm &=
31 TIH & YR W 5 St § | Aren faws foreami
o1 faftaa € 76l ¥ afess oo Gepfa i aresw o
BT T | AT TS GEh(d i fafaerar gaRt qear st
Tl hi AR hi TE JA! ¢ 9Rd H T 3R
IO IRA T e df qHE SR atR U i
STOT TS Siiedt St § | ot siro- st &5 9IRa ot
SRCAATAG! SIHEAT § | TRl TS o faforear sTehdl
TE Tehdl ! iaagal ©1 39T 99T HRU URAT
SAHAE § WRAE 9%hia & god fafggarst § of
TH T T IS W T T Feand we-awsti §
3 &, IR 9% o, Sfd, T iR o & AR I
fafaerar wewar 1 @fed T8 Fdl § dfcw Tehfa &
YIS o HIO G T il §

IRATT FEhid i dfvaeh e ‘TefRus’ &t

Global Thought * October 2025 171



W@ ¥ I8 FR0 ¥ &0 andE R fova & T
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ARG ot | Tfec 3R Teepfa 1 TrerY 9gd Tl
3R gem ¥ wife &4 Sfaw S faem § sik
qepfa g8 Sfod S & GERR T 1Y I T
Hrfec TAN 3R Tahid oh1 2Af¥esred a1 § | T&pia
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Aifecd IR TEH{ 1 STy 9gd Tes o eI
Bl | Hifeed W O] T HEhTd o1 g4 g §
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Ty g Hifd # wifat S SR 3 FRa T,
forg# =y o smerst, Tifienfies foxite sier, ST
A Il bl THYT 1 HHT IR STHT FeieH I
¥ 78 TR fafad 9Ra @ 2047 foom & &y

176 TS gie © T 2025

IR R, IS ohl TR SN |
uR=

IRA § T a8 M W SAAifeTsE aiedd
=cl @1 § Hifeh I8 TaaIdl ohi Irdres! foehfaa ara
(2047) & SfRIV T YE3TA I @ | 39 IRad=
i FHST RAT ST i @R H =T €, S TI
IRUR I bl ST Yenadi & e Sfeet gAfaar
A T © SR T § fafir wll e gfesmi
FT AETIHAT Bl § (FYH TS ST HIY
[FTATHIIT], 2023) |

Teeyfi SN Hee

IRd H SHifers feafa fifas ®1 9 aea
T T 1 2050 T NG H 60 T IR ITY 3Ty 31
1 el STEET T T 20 HFTd B 1 3TAM ¥,
S 3T AT 140 THferA gt @t g | ageht
2050 Tk 300 TAfera | 2ferk & ST@m (FuATHT,
2023) SfEF TR H 39 a6 1 gig SN o X

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



T o}, S Stferrter Tl § gfqeen T 9 9 8 T ¥,
IRA H ST Jeamen H GER T § Tohaldl ol Hehd
AT - S 1950 H =@ o, AR T AT e
70 98 ¥ — 3IR TS &7 Bl hH R W E, g
IRUMTEEY SEEAT 1 TR HHaIh gl §
(Tqus fear, 2025) |

- ATl IRERT A, IO &, IS i S@HTe
AT, AT SRR AT IR SehT IO HET T9a
o1 e %, S Hamifed oo $iR eradt gHeA

* Il i TEWA W SHHIETRE Tl o
EEIER

T Gt SR el & foe Igi Tt SEre
1 G: TR T STevashal § | INER & SR
FHt R YAE HA H dgdl FIa A SR
@I YOIt o1 TS feam €, S 9t g7l i q@viel
% ISl 1 Teh aST feddl oed shdl off (41T, 2025) |
TG 30 A 1 o1 T © fof ua-gemfa gfteshin
TaH 37 9 F1 @I 1 T Y F IR 5a

% R {deh AMGEl o Teh U< H Aol 9 3Taf-fed
T (91ET, 2025, AR IR 791, 2023) | 37 e
J IR SR TraATeHeh o SR Teherad SR g
% faah FHeA &l aeran fean (Wet, 2025) | T/
off, T84 Yo, Tohal IRERT &1 J9R, 919 9fd |
gfgetedl &1 ogdl YRRl 3fiT Jvatehior St
HrTTSIeh- ATl gfshansfi 4 59 <@ <4 aral
STATERY o1 a1fed o feam § (e, 2025; g, 2022;
FHART AR Yoot 2024) |

T 3R sdt foar 35 sigd &1 A © ¢
STfereRTeT W R (80 + o6) Hfgwmd &, i &
aAferenter faemn iR anfya €, @ik ae fag fom-
HAeYe Hif SR AR gfdfshan i sTavasha
gt St 3y, feim ofR wmfee-snfye afve &
gfdesed W foar 3t § (FuAuwd, 2023; Afgen
T a1 foehrd H3er, 2023; S&gUas, 2022) |
SHATRETRT BT 3T e Ffgaret

qRA I SHHIEAh! ol TS 9 95 @l
FSehT 77T STaTET R et T@YIE A & 3 T
JITERTE F9T T2 el § | $H T o SHiiedhia
Yod § S99 1 SH a9, URAR & Sl hi
Tedl ST, TRl &l H YA, oW SR | SniHa
HRT Yot onfhe &, St weft T e aee | o
TG 1 Yepfd 3T Feerar =1 genfad ohed ¥ |

* TRER 1 F2dT 3R AR &l Jord

* 97 HIIGRT Seetl

* T Uied 2R dedl @ Sifeetd

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

AT S 8, Ao 21 e &, e garsi, €-aher
gfaenati R =R-snenfia ArdT Janst St Trem
e i STEvIhdl a¢ St ¢ (HAR AR 97,
2023) |

Tehol RARI o 3IGHE T AIcad He— e Soreh
T hY T&A 9 T, 08 Il o Teholud, A
ST SR UL 1 B o Fehall &, 11 6 T8 H
TS AT T TRt | e iReh © (91T,
2025; T8, 2022) | T TRey et TEEnsi &t
et Ge frafq a1 @R =R w3t ¥, s g5
AT SR e @IS L el Sl b 3Tfefeh e
3R MTEATTS T8 BT © (SseuEe, 2022; YRd
1 AT T, 2024) |

T ygfaal & fau sifedt Aif@i 8k Fam=m =t
MITIRAT BIdt §, SY WENTTRT-Temd =T
(Ieiafsfam, 98" I W@eed 3UhU), SEa
A ATeil bt ST TR Uf¥TeTor, Trer-smenfa
I ST A Tl 1 qHT L & forg wrizga
AL i GiAET TSH AT (Fed T 3., 2024;
TCUTS 3T, 2025) |
TIORT S IRER shi S@TA & S Aigd

IRER T T hi TRATT TRYT JoTet T
IRER T A WO T AT T S Hihicash
e el IR enfies mransti # fHfed &, <tel afar =1
i ¥ fF 8 it &t S@IA HL, Th Teol
forer o TS frafa & fem & w9 § (9,
2025; 93T, 2025; HAR IR 77f, 2023) |

Global Thought * October 2025 177



URER & T@UTA ST qRUReS Ufaar

TR YWY e (Hed U2 37Te., 2024) i

Uferfas &9 9, YRAE IRER SRR 96 a1
foreafia 9 iv 2 ifeai s & =a & == an srEa™

fiae & SR dNR & 7d0d & U dSi” i
Gafshan & Fehddh © | TR IRTEX ST i YT

& O H Tedl off STel 99, hasd TR g

ey 9ren fhy Sa 9 (g, 2022; 9@t 2025) 139

TR 1 dg-TEHTd qRaries ALeA1 qamehiaa

SHIET @A T T HIA G- DI

a3 M-I9R 'y, foad =afwma

@, fofg o, e T 3R WeaE &

e e T e § (12T, 2025; HAR TR 97,

2023) |

IVTHT aTEAfaehdTd : URER st ST o

gfada

* IRA H STMYfehinIul, e iR smfefsw
SR 7 HYH INER L= AR IqH!
Jfirerradl T formereR it 9o fou § (FAR 3R
Teordl, 2024) | Tehed URER, IH! shael Aal-Tadr
3R 3T T=u § ety 399 €9 W A T,
oo™ w9 § vl 3R enfefer ®q 9 fasmfaq &=
T el AW YR 1 UER o1 T § (fog,
2022; YA 1 Tk TSI, 2024) | GL&
39 SeATe o 7T ohl STl T Heeaq Ui g
AT

*  TeRiaTS SR el ol agar : e, Seetento
3R ved Sfaw & g9a & ded ga difedt &

IRER Y SETA Hi T 7, T8 AT, F iR
FUMSHET @A & s Tee] & Te UeT It §
(f=, 2022; W, 2025) |
Aehritehl Weeer 3 fefies Tam=m

TNt A Jefieh oy, SRy @R frH,
STTAhTE =arert 3iR aftss At & qrmfsres
JS1a WICHMH! o T IRER i @A H AR
FHET YE H A T (T T 37a., 2024; FEUTS
sfedn, 2025) | T8 AT SUHIU HE@qUl Hehdl
3R R =T FIRt hRd € IR S@et A are
w@rer fafehcasl i TEifed &9 9 Hohd 2d ,
LT g © SR WA HLH dreil IR et FH Hid
T (HIed T2 3741, , 2024; BeUTS T8, 2025) |
AIETIeh 3T WA WETTa qHe=

gqer-3neia nfafafest 9fEar w1 @ &
fore a8 wecayul g A1 fasmed 99 W ¥
TSI, T T Tk g, e Famd iR
TS THT T Dl € HeR X, 98 FoAal
(a3 a1 foeer ae dfed), SR TASHsd gr
gatad el SR (WIET, 2025) | 3 HISA WHEIRSR
3TehCTT & YIS o1 HH I &, STTHTT 3R T

o= el § aRed swefi-sheft TeR A1 TehR-Teh]

foehcdl & 94 H Bl ¥ @A I b IR

T FHH T 3 & W1 § (A, 2025; Hied T2

31d., 2024) |
UFTE AR Ao SEHTA HaTg

T T2 Srfosharsli ol I wH & fore, IR
T H A, S e wRe A, 6 AR
qREReRT I I i @A § IMHe foham ST
I[& B T Y, W TR H (HER SR 9Hf, 2023) |
Ar=fieh T YW AfhiTd sl Jad, <6
Fard, FRFTRT Jard iR greed YeH Fd T
TW AfdT =1 feRfeaeRdt & Is ¥g & 9
TeeishaR V-39 3R HIEEl i ogd] T&l

178 TS Aie * L 2025

- STl hl URd YSH id © (ZUTst 3fean, 2025) |

T UREl & |1, IRUfeh TUeTsl 3R syfieh
AR dIsti & <Hid W q91d Uer | ¥ 3l
RER & Tors A1 3UeT 81 Fehd! ©, fowe 0 | gmm
F AN A T A3 AT TR SATehien-Jia
A SR % S F (H1eT, 2025) | I O AR
TS B &, SIY 3Tehalrd, 27ef ohi st shird aRem;
J T TeA U § SR HEHiEs AT i
Tavashal & (e, 2022; AR 31X v, 2023) |
T-IMENRA @A Fard

T yirferd srfefeadn =4, frfseneRfoe iR
TG A a1l TREREhT 1 YT A & S

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



frerifid = strervaearEr =1 H S § (Feqes gfemn,
2025) | wTHET 3R fafera faqor e, e w9
9, S COVID-19 HemRl # favie &9 ¥ Hecqul &

TET X Wi @ & AU Hiewd

TiteTeh g™
Hragel U o ST Bl STh! gaai i e T,

St ¥, T4 & e IR TR T@TE q% Ugd
T T (TE T2 3., 2024) |

fafyrse gt T@wTe giaeng

O T IR ITeh WA I doh HL § TeR Y
Tohd T (e TE 3Tet., 2024 ) | MRS JS19 A
R dE T TehHl HeEdl el & WY A g,

FEIHH, WAl U @A Al T SR I
%I & § T U HAV shg G TR 1 TEITT
@A § (R 1 A THeT0T, 2024 ) | BTeAl(h,
Ufqeifas €9 ¥, JSIHH T SHelfhd [hAT T o,
eI 3 JalT bl T[orE, MarFar 3iK i
% TR h! T ¥ (FAR AR 39T, 2023) | TR
I @ Al 3R g SHeH, S e €9 9

3T TTT 1 HH FHLCAT § TR I= STATET HTdhHl 1
TS ¥ T | et 29 &t oTufd Tt §
(TqUS sfeaT, 2025) |
e TeeTehdl Wehd 3 Tehiehd HaTg

T . GHM TIehiH faf= STIURINT o T1e Thidhd
g : e R, @ FA 9l T Sredfe
IR =S WE W Thihd 3HHE U AR

& IR qeAw 211 9l &, Fafad fafean, aiRses
3R wrmifsre wfafafesl gem wid €, 990 ®9 9
Sifeet STeRaeRarell sl Felfed id & (9ed T2
3T, , 2024) |
toh o ST

TWEHR G-I WEHE & &5 H 3Ta0el Sl A &
gfshal H TR-THRT TleA fanie €9 § Ty %,
o &9 & 7Tt IR Wi TR W e SEre
W, WHY T35 3R Amfes Fod AAigs @R
TR, HishT Sioq Jelt bl sigrel 94 3R -
ighTd aa=id i g Tarareat § st TR SR

yfaferan 3R IREnfies T=r (e, 2025) |

T GIH T § @IS FHI aTel & a5 hl
%Y H 3R TEWE T IRGHRIA § IR HA i
T §, TR fearTs B @& foTT SHar 8iR TR &
e wete e @ 3IR Ted S SHIG 7 (JTed
T 3., 2024) |
T ST Sttt

AR % eSS, GEANTA TR qehr1ehl TF § Semg
g

ANTTET 3R el : 30 aNTd bt 279 & U9TeR
TEA AR o TRk aTe] STHIUT qh Igd i

TS (91T, 2025) §RI i STt & | WG "eaeh
% HIeEm 9, T 9T I8 gAfved i | Heego
firert frurdt € fF 95 Tetea oIk gamifes &9 9
Tferd ¥ (HAR 3T v, 2023) |
HIIEE 3T SRR UgA

FHHATT Tl TEITA HIA T SISl bl THR
A o IROTHEEEY, e hrELde o shriege ifaat
1 T e & S it i ST & 3T § 1 A
TS A ATl Fet, el 1 & He 3R iH-aree
FHEAT HEHE T S W g arel A & fou
e HALS S @ Hehd & (e TE 3Td., 2024 ) |
FRURET F 3RS TH AR HhRn I §
S hrl Stae Hqer TR ArgTfae fHentsti sl gt
T & foTT sig-NghTa © (Feaust gfea, 2025) |

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

T, R Afeeh wH T el gt T gfaffee
arferer & (9RA h1 enfefer waeron, 2024) |
e ST : GLANTT S@YT & ST 3R
YRl & e & foc® whole THeE YA 6l
FHSIR T Hehal © (FAR IR T, 2023) |
TISET e @
1. Hrar-Toar 2R 9fss AR 1 wRo-aoor 2R
He AHfIH, 2007
2. aftsg Amfyadl & fau wwiwad F1EdHH
(FEYTTEE)
3. Uy I iR foxita g
HhRIHE faeh iR Fam=rR
ﬁﬁvﬁgmﬁwﬁmaﬁ'rﬁﬁw
T o e[S, WOMETRTd gATfaal ada @

Global Thought * October 2025 179



H“-IIOIOI')IRCII Elﬁ chHS(IX °h{(1“| %l
Hifee har 3iiR et @
qRA H 65 TfaeTd | 374k I 1 STERT et

Sl AfeHEl SR ST ohl forita FLam <l s (3R
[T, 2024) |
G T STl e T8ell ol Uiediied i

T @Sl & UM UgH i SIS T ¥ |
foefier T HA 9 W gy §, -
I HA HESER AR = TuA 7, 3R
- SATMNE STATA HTIHH T , S TS
1 S & (Tl Heler, 2024) |
TRTEeRaT 3T |G heldh

LI G711 bl c@Te, fodie €9 9 gg1emi
3R afdT 3w & ufq Apfaw wow & sufkfq,
TeE WA § W11 § HEfHd § (9, 2025) | 36 W@
! AT &g IRanl & foe faar =1 faua § =ife

e wiera gfereor, gomoE, Ted q@e s
HATETAIST TRT SMH © (91, 2025) |

rerstieh- it F8ar $iX X ehi) WS+ &
HIEH | HiEehiaeh €9 9 HagTeiel il i a@HTe
& S-SR ST FEITd HiSe Sl Sl (3o
gfea, 2025) |

T 3R e Frdrs il &l Tehied i S
S I e & oY H 39 & AR & (|
T2 3., 2024) |

2047 % fere foe : foenfaa ke ¥ ufter Sfxa

3% UM &1 1 9T Sl § 3R 33T 3 iR
BRI THfd HTfhHl 1 ST A & foaw TR T2
T (Zus gfear, 2025) |
feritar smed

TR o[l & s et e Se ¥ Ol §
3R U SR STeferiferes Sl (Sseguae, 2022)
H oo AqH ¥ | SHE Grifeeh Rk gAed,
YIS @A 3R AHTS AT 61 e
% fou vt i § 1 39 R Afus 95 T
T IR sdifaes €9 @ aier ) Rk e €, <
AR @A HH I o § (Ted T2 3.
2024) |
@Rl Taraar °re

TS, T IR HAMEe W@ & g sifeeh
Bl 7T § ik TEIE i aTell T J8d SEHre
(9T, 2025) | SRS @Y L T i Bl
3R it sifyer Hifaan gRR iR feure § gehiot
¥ (|UR 3R vl 2023) |
A ahl UTeH o g sfifara fawmiRst

IR T 39 AT B 1 g IR geafeerd

ST 1 QTN

IRA 2047 T T 9T < o910 i T@ W
3 9¢ Wl €, Il i @A H1 Teh 997,
TS AR fehrss Afea fawfad &1 &1
STl TSR ifd 2R fashrg =t g & &9 §
g 37 W R
HITH T 31X wianfier argtes yonferat

Y HEINTG Fa=R | ¥ T I8 ¥ o Teeg@w
B ! UMY 9=ad R T©fud fomen e 7, S8R 9 9Ra
 HieT fareer T 9T Yonet 1 A1 33T W T
I g UYH TS & g & &9 H & Hyl - forad
ST 1 H YA IR URER &I TEATE FHA aral
H el 31 & fau S-HW, Fafewan fgfe,
FRfSTaaRdt, wrel SR TmrsiiehLr enfhe § (Feudst
gfean, 2025) |
URER & Hed & ©U | deh-iehl Uehieh{uT

UIENTTehT o1 SEIHTA, &1 SR g i Joral |
GUR & foTe ueh Torifaes giaen & 9 8 Wi ™|
T T TSI T el WIehiy ohi FamTieT
LAl & TS <o geier, SR Eee v, SaIaehTa
3T 3R S@HTA i aTe] Vegfer Hied STewash

LT i STETIFRAT § ¢ SIS SOR & ST
7|

reedifres YO Y TR e, G @A
T ST @ ol T TehT SR S@YTE hid et Jansit

180 TAEcT Aie * IEEH 2025

AR, IMHS SR, ¢ STARTRdl & TR
HaEd Teteh s (Hed T2 3., 2024) & HIEAH §
T TR ST TR B

€ HT i TS € foh FHSIR AT bl Hiswe!

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898



W WM fT 91 ol 98 A SR 32 S
Hfed forwrdt R wifefen feary, wasiR
1 TEEyU, A iR fo-wfan =1 e &
L& I QU (e Fo&I, 2024) |

URAR st TEHTHA T ST T TITTTHERTIT ST
Al

SIS o ATETH Q3G wgH & i Ar1fsTes rHsre
3R M Sern Sl ¥ (FAR IR 9f, 2023) |
rseRet

SIEEA i Sl 9 TGl 39 o Y WA H IRER
FI @A it TSIt Yhfd & foTw @I Jiga &
SMA-F TS i SEvISdl § &l T &

WA T ATl ohl TR SR Wedre, S
SRIR T IR, s IR snfdfs &9 9
TAETE B €, IRaR-hf5a Aed & fore wewerguf
71 io=nfier Ufereyor STk YU ISR, S
& T @I % Tl Uee hishd (TTHIT=TEE )
IR Gefed TR TR Al g 3ifFezd 3R
SRS TSR Al H e fort SId €, o1 3299 IR
% HC! ! SHTERIN S SEH &N YSH i B,
S for TIYE-3TEHe HOR IR gt mefte
fafeer (AR IR wmf, 2023) |
faiter i TTHTTeh T STet SRl |9TTh ST

TSt o e & o et feerar 1ol off
Tl ¥ 39 gfechion #, ggmacen 4vE i
T 3R Sgd SHR1 ST =1feu difeh I8 A
3 AT AN Sl AT T SR SATSiifash
STITIHATS ! T A & fau gam & (enffsw
T, 2024) |
TT T ST T EEur

ISl o TSIaIsT % Se A=A YUterdl oh
TR0 Teh TH WHIA § S Torern 3R Afde
&N T TR T SR &l bl IgeE H g
3R anforfaer T@ret | favarg of < § (W,
2025) |

Thell 3R FHETEl & fid STR-NErTa iy
S Tete-u-ieiie wRryfa & 9 1 dedted
F §, TS h TN F FH FA AR difedt &
o HEH F 9 H HeE A © | HEH e hi
nfafafisl, TRufe Rew IR w@Edd SEEaE &

qiEpfae €9 9 TG AiEhiden Joai ol T
FXA © AR REl, FureRt IR fowres It wi
WA 1 TR o TeTu, wferd THel, T -Tshihda
WA 3l bl TgM, 3R Frefieht -Gt e
TEAUl 1 IMHA A H Aeg 9 TRAR @I
IffEerfaent 51 h1 SIgM o1 TEIe © (IS feaT,
2025) |
IEA IR U SISl & SE U R e
Hisd T 3R Tg-&d T (R 1 R
[T, 2024) 1 HIcAIed ek shadsl, foamrem,
T@IA HT Al TR SR AR e 7 HisE
A 1 WA HA & o ifama = # agama
BT AT | IRER T TEITA A aTel & FeTeq,
e S HEEe W SAE, TLN Jarsl 3R
TSI GR&T ST o 31397 H 7 haldl ST hid
A TR sier H B sifeeh ot off Toeer 1 (HER
iR Imi, 2023) |
SReehdl Ao, Ta-TENTa hidshal R
TSI Tihfd & IRuMHEEY Whias aRadT
oft BT ST STSi o W SR qrAtferes feafa i s
FHOT 3R W & =i @I ¥ IS Feisdh hl
HH HAM (18T, 2025) |
e TR (&t farsmm)
FIETG ShicTS
feeet favafaeme™

** It e Ureer (T8 fagm faam)
LTS it
et favataame™

T g
1. 9, A (2025) | FSFI T S@HTEA H IRER 6

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

fHehT | TR WEE SHA S® sfedn, 11(2),
75-89 |

Global Thought * October 2025 181



Toqust gfean| (2025). fasfad ara : 9t 33
% feTu ®HTST ? https://www.helpageindia.org/
viksit-bharat-society-for-all-ages

2. AR, TE., AR I, 3R, (2023) | 9RA § et
Hifaat 3R @IS HEAT| THA E GIvTe
qiferdt, 51(2), 287-305 |

3. HAW, TH., iR Uoordl, W. (2024) | YR #
T Rt TG IR e Yo : Uifanties gema
1 Teh AT | 3FeTA SHa AT FRTe Wel,
43 (1),55-701

4. 9ed, 4., ifed, 3R, IR Tsd, 9. (2021) |
RA | 71 ! ST @ o fefsea @rea
THANY | T ST Yo UEfTeht, 17(4),
112-1301|

5. 9ied, 9., 9ifed, 3R, , 31k =4, 6. (2024) |
T oh! @A % TSl | GrENTehT | e
a1 fore SHa, 30(2), 101-1151

6. fog, @ (2022) | TRLRTOT 3R 9RA | [T !
TS TR Heh] AN UG | S 3T 3T6H
Hiferrarsit, 28(3), 240-259 |

7. HIH U SHEEA I (JEATHAT) | (2023).
IRd B 2050 ek ST kT SATSTET 20% B |

https://india.unfpa.org/en/news/india-ageing-

elderly-make-20-population-2050-unfpa-report.

182 Tiect Aie * ITEEE 2025 Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal * ISSN : 2456-0898



Research Paper

Dr. Ashish Kumar Jha

Abstract

Communal riots in colonial Bihar were rarely
spontaneous outbursts of religious animosity. Rather,
they were deeply embedded in conflicts over public
space, religious visibility, and sensory practices—
especially religious processions and the use of sound.
This article examines how Hindu revivalist movements,
particularly the Arya Samaj, cow protection Sabha’s,
and later the Hindu Mahasabha, transformed religious
rituals into politicized performances enacted in shared
urban and rural spaces. It argues that religious
processions became crucial sites where revivalist
ideology, colonial governance, and everyday inter-
communal relations intersected, frequently resulting in
communal violence. By foregrounding sound,
movement, and spatial occupation, this study
contributes to a growing historiography that
understands communalism as a product of colonial
modernity and organized cultural politics rather than
primordial religious hostility.
Introduction

The historiography of communal riots in colonial
India has long oscillated between two dominant
explanatory frameworks. On the one hand are
interpretations that emphasize deep-seated religious
antagonism and cultural incompatibility between
religious communities. On the other are explanations
that focus on administrative failures, colonial
misgovernance, and the inability of the colonial state
to manage religious diversity. Early colonial accounts,
including police and district reports, frequently
portrayed communal violence as sudden eruptions of
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Religious Processions, Sound,

and Space : How Revivalist

Practices Triggered Communal
Riots in Bihar (c. 1880-1947)

irrational religious passion, often invoking ideas of
“fanaticism” and “native excitability.” Nationalist
narratives, while rejecting colonial racism, often
echoed similar assumptions by treating riots as
unfortunate but marginal deviations from an otherwise
harmonious social order.

From the late twentieth century onwards,
historians began to challenge these frameworks by
emphasizing the political, social, and cultural
production of communalism. Scholars demonstrated
that communal identities were not timeless but
historically constructed through colonial policies,
electoral politics, and changing social relations. More
recent scholarship has further refined this
understanding by focusing on everyday practices—
rituals, festivals, neighbourhood interactions, and
conflicts over public space—that structured communal
relations long before violence erupted.

Within this evolving historiographical landscape,
Bihar remains a relatively underexplored region.
Compared to the extensive scholarship on
communalism in the United Provinces or Bengal, Bihar
has often been treated as peripheral. Yet between the
late nineteenth century and Independence, Bihar
experienced recurrent communal disturbances in
towns such as Patna and Gaya, as well as in districts
like Shahabad, Saran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga.
Archival records reveal that many of these riots
followed strikingly similar patterns. They were
frequently preceded by disputes over religious
processions, the playing of music near mosques, and
disagreements about rights to streets and
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neighbourhoods.

This article argues that communal riots in Bihar
between c. 1880 and 1947 must be understood not
as spontaneous breakdowns of order but as structured
outcomes of sustained conflicts over space, sound,
and religious visibility. Hindu revivalist movements
played a crucial role in reshaping religious rituals into
public performances of power. Processions became
political acts, sound became a medium of domination,
and public space became a contested terrain. These
developments interacted with colonial governance,
which sought to regulate religious practices through
law and administration but in doing so intensified
competition and undermined earlier modes of
negotiated coexistence.

Processions as Political Performance

Religious processions were among the most
visible and contentious forms of public religious
expression in colonial India. As Sandria Freitag has
argued, processions functioned as collective
performances through which communities asserted
identity, hierarchy, and claims over public space.
Streets were not merely physical pathways but
symbolic arenas where power was enacted and
contested.

In Bihar, Hindu revivalist organizations
deliberately expanded the scale, frequency, and
visibility of religious processions from the late
nineteenth century onwards. This expansion took
several forms. Participation increased as students,
akhara members, volunteers, and revivalist activists
were mobilized. Visual symbolism became more
elaborate, with religious icons accompanied by flags,
weapons, and banners carrying slogans. Most
importantly, procession routes increasingly passed
through Muslim-majority neighbourhoods.

These routes were rarely accidental. Colonial
records show repeated disputes over what
constituted a “customary” route. Claims of tradition
often masked recent innovations designed to assert
Hindu presence in contested spaces. By repeatedly
traversing specific streets, processions worked to
normalize Hindu claims over urban space and to
redefine neighbourhood boundaries. Thus,
processions were not passive reflections of religious
sentiment but active political performances that sought
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to reshape the spatial order of towns and cities.
Sound as Assertion of Authority

Sound was central to the politics of religious
processions. Drums, cymbals, conch shells, bells, and
shouted slogans such as “Har Har Mahadev” were
not incidental embellishments but deliberate
instruments of spatial domination. Sound announced
presence, demanded attention, and created temporary
hierarchies of audibility and silence.

In colonial Bihar, one of the most persistent
flashpoints was the playing of music in front of
mosques during prayer times. Hindu revivalist groups
framed music as an integral component of religious
celebration and claimed that it represented a customary
right. Any attempt to restrict music, especially near
mosques, was portrayed as an infringement of religious
freedom and an insult to Hinduism.

For Muslims, however, the playing of loud music
during prayer times was experienced as a deliberate
provocation. It disrupted sacred time and challenged
religious dignity. The conflict was not simply about
noise but about authority: who had the right to define
acceptable behaviour in shared public spaces.
Competing soundscapes—music versus azan—thus
expressed competing claims to power and legitimacy.
Public Space under Colonial Rule

Colonial governance profoundly shaped these
conflicts. The colonial state claimed neutrality and
sought to regulate public space through permits,
policing, and legal adjudication. Religious processions
required official permission; routes and timings were
scrutinized; the use of music near mosques was
sometimes restricted.

However, these interventions often intensified
conflict rather than resolving it. By formalizing religious
practices into legally recognized rights, the colonial
state transformed flexible, negotiated customs into
rigid and competing claims. Communities increasingly
appealed to colonial authorities to legitimize their
control over streets and sound. Public space became
a legal battleground, with each community seeking
official recognition ofits claims.

Hindu Revivalist Movements in Bihar:
Arya Samaj

The Arya Samaj emerged as a significant force in

Bihar from the late nineteenth century, particularly in
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urban centres such as Patna, Gaya, and Muzaffarpur.
Emphasizing Vedic purity, reform, and a return to an
imagined ancient Hindu past, it sought to consolidate
Hindu identity in response to Islam, Christianity, and
colonial modernity.

Shuddhi (reconversion) campaigns formed a
central component of Arya Samaj activity. These
ceremonies were often accompanied by public
processions that made reformist practices highly visible
and contentious. By foregrounding purification and
reconversion in public space, the Arya Samaj blurred
the boundary between religious reform and political
mobilization. Its emphasis on public display and
assertive identity formation contributed significantly
to the communalization of everyday religious life.
Cow Protection Sabha’s

Cow protection movements found fertile ground
in Bihar’s agrarian economy, where cattle held
economic, religious, and symbolic significance. Cow
protection Sabha’s mobilized religious sentiment
around the figure of Gau Mata, organizing meetings,
pamphlet campaigns, and processions.

These processions frequently passed through
mixed or Muslim-majority localities and often
coincided with rumours of cow slaughter. Whether
true or fabricated, such rumours served as powerful
catalysts for violence. Cow protection politics linked
religious devotion with economic anxieties and
communal fear, intensifying polarization and
legitimizing aggressive action in the name of religious
defence.

Hindu Mahasabha (1930s—1940s)

By the 1930s and 1940s, the Hindu Mahasabha
introduced a more overtly political and militarized
form of Hindu revivalism in Bihar. It promoted uniform
rituals, standardized symbols, flags, and slogans, and
encouraged disciplined participation in religious
festivals. Festivals such as Ram Navami became
increasingly politicized, functioning as occasions for
mass mobilization and public assertion.

The Mahasabha’s activities marked a decisive shift
from reformist revivalism to explicitly political Hindu
nationalism. This shift further eroded the space for
negotiated coexistence and intensified communal
polarization.
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Processions in Colonial Bihar:

Hindu revivalist processions in Bihar shared
several common features. They were frequently
organized during major festivals such as Ram Navami,
Durga Puja, and Shivratri—occasions that already
carried significant religious and emotional weight.
Participants carried religious icons alongside swords,
tridents, and flags, combining devotional symbolism
with martial imagery. Loud music with martial
overtones reinforced the assertive and confrontational
character of these events.

A defining feature of these processions was the
insistence on routes through Muslim neighbourhoods.
Over time, the repeated use of these routes
transformed religious rituals into acts of territorial
assertion. Participation in processions became a
marker of communal loyalty, while absence suggested
vulnerability or dissent.

Sound, Prayer, and Provocation

One of the most persistent sources of communal
tension in Bihar was the conflict between procession
music and the azan. Hindu revivalist groups argued
that music was an integral and customary component
of religious festivals. Any attempt to restrict it—
particularly near mosques—was framed as an attack
onreligious freedom.

Muslims, however, viewed such practices as
deliberate violations of sacred norms. The conflict was
not merely about sound but about authority over
shared space and time. These disputes frequently
escalated into violence, revealing the fragility of colonial
arrangements for managing religious diversity. Sound
functioned as a marker of hierarchy and power.
Loudness signified dominance, while enforced silence
implied subordination. Competing soundscapes
transformed abstract ideological differences into
tangible, emotionally charged encounters that often
culminated in physical violence.

Case Studies of Communal Riots in Bihar

A close examination of communal riots in Bihar
reveals that violence was rarely sudden or accidental.
Instead, riots followed recognizable patterns shaped
by revivalist mobilization, spatial contestation, and
colonial administrative practices. This section
examines three key sites—Patna, Gaya, and the districts
of Shahabad and Saran—to demonstrate how religious
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processions, sound, and control over public space
repeatedly triggered communal conflict.

Patna: Ram Navami, Urban Space, and the
Politics of Route

Patna, the administrative and commercial centre
of Bihar, witnessed some of the most frequent and
intense communal disturbances in the province during
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
city’s mixed population, dense neighbourhoods, and
symbolic importance as a colonial capital made it
particularly susceptible to conflicts over religious
visibility and public space.

Ram Navami processions emerged as a recurring
flashpoint in Patna. From the early twentieth century
onward, Hindu revivalist organizations—often linked
to the Arya Samaj and later to Hindu Mahasabha
networks—systematically expanded the scale of Ram
Navami celebrations. Processions grew larger, more
organized, and more assertive, featuring akhara
contingents, martial music, religious slogans, and
symbolic weaponry such as swords and tridents.

A central source of conflict lay in disputes over
procession routes. Revivalist organizers increasingly
insisted that Ram Navami processions pass through
Muslim-majority mohallas such as those around Patna
City and the old riverine quarters. These demands
were justified through claims of ““traditional routes,”
even when archival records suggest that such routes
had either been abandoned earlier or had only recently
been introduced. The insistence on these routes
transformed routine religious celebrations into
deliberate acts of spatial assertion.

Sound played a decisive role in escalating
tensions. Loud music, chanting, and drumming were
deliberately performed near mosques, often
coinciding with prayer times. Colonial police report
repeatedly noted Muslim objections to music during
azan or namaz, as well as Hindu claims that any
restriction constituted an infringement of religious
rights. These conflicts over sound were rarely resolved
through negotiation; instead, they hardened into
competing legal claims brought before colonial
authorities.

Significantly, colonial records reveal that violence
in Patna was frequently anticipated. District
magistrates and police officials often received
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intelligence reports warning of possible trouble days
or even weeks in advance of major festivals. Despite
this foreknowledge, preventive measures were either
inadequate or inconsistently enforced. When riots
broke out, colonial inquiries typically focused on
identifying the immediate spark—such as stone-
throwing or a physical altercation—while ignoring the
broader pattern of organized provocation through
processions.

Patna’s riots thus illustrate how communal violence
functioned as a predictable outcome of repeated
revivalist strategies rather than as a spontaneous
breakdown of order. The street became a contested
political arena, where sound, movement, and visibility
were deployed to assert dominance and provoke
confrontation.

Gaya: Pilgrimage, Shuddhi,
Intensification of Symbolic Conflict

Gaya presents a distinct but equally revealing case.
As one of Hinduism’s most important pilgrimage
centres, Gaya held immense religious significance. This
symbolic importance amplified the stakes of communal
conflict, as control over space and ritual practice in
Gaya carried meanings that extended far beyond the
town itself.

From the late nineteenth century, Gaya became a
stronghold of Arya Samaj activity. The organization’s
emphasis on religious reform, Vedic purity, and
Shuddhi campaigns found fertile ground in a town
already saturated with ritual activity. Shuddhi
ceremonies in Gaya were often accompanied by public
processions, transforming what might otherwise have
been relatively contained religious events into highly
visible public spectacles.

These processions frequently passed through
mixed or Muslim-majority neighbourhoods, bringing
reformist Hindu assertions into direct confrontation
with Muslim residents. The presence of pilgrims from
outside the town further intensified these tensions.
Pilgrims were often unfamiliar with local arrangements
of coexistence and were more receptive to revivalist
rhetoric that framed Muslims as obstacles to Hindu
resurgence.

Religious fairs and pilgrimage seasons added
another layer of complexity. During peak periods, the
town’s population swelled dramatically, placing

and the
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pressure on infrastructure, markets, and policing.
Revivalist groups exploited these moments to stage
large processions, increasing both their numerical
strength and their symbolic impact. Loud music,
slogans, and ritual displays during these events
heightened the sense of confrontation.

Colonial records from Gaya indicate that
communal violence often erupted during such periods
of heightened religious activity. Conflicts over sound—
particularly music near mosques during prayer times—
were a recurring theme. As in Patna, colonial
authorities attempted to regulate these practices
through permits and restrictions, but such interventions
often appeared arbitrary or biased, further inflaming
tensions.

Gaya’s riots underscore how pilgrimage centres
could become particularly volatile sites of communal
conflict. The convergence of revivalist ideology, mass
religious mobility, and colonial governance
transformed sacred space into a battleground of
competing communal claims.

Shahabad and Saran: Cow Protection, Rural
Power, and Elite Patronage

While urban centres like Patna and Gaya provide
important insights into communal conflict, rural and
semi-rural districts such as Shahabad and Saran reveal
how revivalist mobilization operated beyond cities.
In these districts, cow protection movements played
a central role in triggering communal violence.

Bihar’s agrarian economy gave cow protection
politics particular resonance. Cattle were not only
religious symbols but also vital economic assets. Cow
protection Sabha’s mobilized these sentiments through
meetings, pamphlets, and—crucially—processions
celebrating Gau Mata. These processions frequently
passed through mixed villages or market towns,
asserting Hindu claims over shared rural spaces.

Rumours of cow slaughter were a common trigger
for violence. Colonial records repeatedly note that
such rumours spread rapidly, often during festivals or
market days, mobilizing large crowds within hours.
Whether these rumours were true was often irrelevant;
their power lay in their ability to activate pre-existing
communal anxieties and revivalist narratives.

Local elites played a crucial role in these
mobilizations. Zamindars and influential landholders

Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal ¢ ISSN : 2456-0898

often provided financial support, protection, or moral
endorsement to cow protection movements. In some
cases, they actively participated in organizing
processions or shielding activists from legal
consequences. This patronage linked revivalist
mobilization to existing structures of rural power,
reinforcing communal divisions and making violence
more sustainable.

In Shahabad and Saran, communal riots often
followed a familiar pattern: a cow protection
procession, a rumour of slaughter, an attempt to assert
dominance over a market or village street, followed
by clashes that escalated into arson, looting, and
physical violence. Colonial policing in these districts
was often limited, slow, or complicit, allowing conflicts
to spread before being contained.

These cases highlight how communalism in Bihar
was not confined to urban politics but was deeply
embedded in rural social relations, economic anxieties,
and elite power structures. These case studies
demonstrate that communal riots in Bihar were not
peripheral or exceptional phenomena. They reveal a
consistent pattern in which revivalist practices, sensory
politics, and colonial governance interacted to
produce violence. By examining Bihar at the micro-
level, we gain a clearer understanding of how
communalism functioned as an everyday, organized,
and spatially embedded process in late colonial India.
Colonial State and Riot Regulation

The colonial administration attempted to regulate
communal tensions through permits, route restrictions,
and policing. In practice, these measures often
appeared biased or inconsistent. Policing practices
reinforced communal identities and treated violence
as a law-and-order issue rather than a political
phenomenon. Police and district report framed riots
as expressions of religious fanaticism or failures of
native self-control. Such narratives depoliticized
revivalist strategies and obscured the role of colonial
governance in structuring communal competition.

Before intensified revivalist mobilization, many
towns in Bihar exhibited shared festivals, negotiated
coexistence, and informal compromises over sound
and space. Revivalist movements replaced these
practices with a rigid discourse of rights, encouraging
confrontation over accommodation. Communal riots
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thus represented the collapse of everyday coexistence
under the pressure of politicized religion.
Historiographical Contribution

This study contributes to debates on communalism
as a product of colonial modernity, the politics of
sensory practices, and the importance of regional
histories beyond dominant narratives centred on the
United Provinces and Bengal. By foregrounding
sound, movement, and spatial occupation, it challenges
explanations that view communal riots as inevitable
expressions of religious hostility.
Conclusion

Religious processions in colonial Bihar were not

neutral cultural practices. Through sound, movement,
and spatial occupation, Hindu revivalist organizations
transformed everyday religious expression into
political demonstrations of power. Communal riots
were not accidental eruptions but structurally
embedded outcomes of revivalist strategies interacting
with colonial governance and local social tensions.
Understanding these dynamics is essential for a
nuanced history of communalism in late colonial India.
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Research Paper

Kusum Jha*

Abstract

The Ramayana is more than just an old story—it is
a guide to ethical living and a reservoir of cultural
wisdom that continues to shape societies across South
Asia. Within this expansive narrative, Mithila holds a
special place as the land of Sita, whose life symbolises
dignity, resilience, and self-sustainability. For the
women of Mithila, Sita is not merely a mythological
character but a cultural archetype embodying
ecological harmony, patience, and inner strength. Her
story provides enduring models for navigating
adversity while upholding self-respect, dharma, and
communal well-being.

This paper explores how the ethical and ecological
lessons of Sita are preserved and transmitted through
Mithila’s living traditions—folk songs, rituals, and
Madhubani paintings—situating them within the broader
framework of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS).
Ritual songs such as Parichhan and Bidai geet
transform personal rites of passage into ethical
pedagogy, while visual representations in Madhubani
art function as texts of moral instruction. Scriptural
references from the Valmiki Ramayana,
Ramcharitmanas, and Mithila Ramayan reinforce Sita
as the “ideal of stri-dharma,” praised by Tulsidas for
her purity and fortitude.

Through interpretative and sociological analysis,
this study foregrounds women as custodians of living
epics, linking Sita’s ethical model with contemporary
debates on gender, dignity, and sustainability.
Madhubani artists such as Dulari Devi, Rani Jha, and
Manisha Jha demonstrate how traditional art evolves
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Women as Custodians of
Living Epics: Mithila’s
Ramayana Traditions within
the Indian Knowledge
System

to incorporate feminist reinterpretations while
maintaining continuity with cultural memory. Global
dissemination of these traditions—through diaspora
songs and international exhibitions—demonstrates how
Mithila’s Ramayana heritage contributes to universal
discourses on ecological ethics, gender justice, and
cultural sustainability.

Keywords: Sita; Mithila; Ramayana; Indian
Knowledge System; Madhubani painting; folk songs;
women’s cultural heritage; sustainability
1. Introduction

This is because the Ramayana has always been
considered as a textbook that would cut across
borders of religion and address some questions of
duty, morality and justice which would universally
resonate. It is also a document of artistic creativity,
not just of theology, but a historical record of a library
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of' social practices, oral traditions, and expressions.
Mithila (between northern Bihar and southern Nepal),
is identified as a hub within this epic and is glorified as
the home of Sita. These rituals, music and discoveries
of'the region place Sita not once as a divine being,
but as an ethical guide to the women, an embodiment
of values of quality, environmental consciousness and
manoeuvrability. For centuries, women of Mithila have
served as custodians of this artistic memory,
transmitting the assignments of the Ramayana through
oral traditions similar to marriage songs (parichhan,
bidai geet), ritual performances, and the famed art
form of Madhubani Paintings. In such practices, Sita
undergoes the ordeals and passages to be saved as
duties in the present-day living. Marriage to Ram, exile
in the timber and fire by fire are more than mere events
of myth, but are seen as models of moral conduct
and the eco-friendly existence. In this paper, we take
asociological approach, placing Ramayana traditions
of Mithila in the context of the Indian Knowledge
System (IKSS) that points to the holistic unity of textual,
oral, ritual, and ecological knowledge. It states that
such traditions cannot remain in one place they
develop and evolve with reinterpreting and preserving
the ethical essence. Similarly, these traditions spread
internationally - both via practising diasporas and via
transnational exhibitions such traditions expose the
ability of original women voices to enter into
international debates on gender, justice and
sustainabilities.
2. Research Methodology

The paper is a cross-method approach that
reduces to both text analysis of the sources of
Ramayana and conducting the field work in the village
of Ranti, Madhubani in Bihar. The population list of
explorations featured 50 women aged 18 to 40, called
deliberately because they took part in the activities of
folk songs, rituals and painting traditions.
Styles employed include

Semi-structured interviews and vocalizers can be
stressed: women artists and vocalizers will be asked
to share their lived experiences in semi-structured
interviews.
* Quasi-participant observation: Intensive

participation in marriage rites and song

206 TG AT * ’FEI 2025

performances.

» Case studies: documents of such artists as Dulari
Devi and Manisha Jha.

* Audio records Collection of Parichhan and
Bidalsongs to interpret.

*  Analytical examination Closure reading of Vantali
of the visionary Rama works, Rama two and a
half chrantis, Ramacharitmana, and Rama Mithila.

The analysis of data was connected to the style
of quantitative (percentile representation of women's
places) and quantifiable (qualitative interpretation)
data analysis; the combination of a story and the
symbolic meaning became dominant.

3. Scriptural Foundations & Ethical Assignments

The foundation of Mithila’s Ramayana traditions
lies in the authority of scriptural textbooks, which give
both ethical guidance and ecological knowledge. The
character of Sita has come out as an ethical role model
in several textbooks - Valmiki Ramayana,
Ramacharitmanas writings of Tulsidas and the orally
transmitted Mithila Ramayana. These textbooks
enlighten the songs, rituals, and pictorial tales practised
by Mithila ladies, enabling them to store, renegotiate
and delegate the Sita task force over several
generations.

Valmiki Ramayana

The Valmiki Ramayana is the epic that grounds
the plight of Sita as being highly iconic, as we connect
the earthly life to ecological and social responsiveness.
She arises of the ground itself, and pressing the saint
ship of natural wallets, and the moral injunction to
cover them.

SRS q gHTeHT &5 e Hatde |

AT T AT < &5 S

(Balakanda 66.15)

“She was discovered on the earth itself in the
sphere of King Janaka, the righteous soul. Because
she was born of the crinkle, she was given the name
Sita. ”

This verse conveys multiple layers of meaning
1. Ethical Sita embodies virtue (dharma),

emphasising that moral excellence is thick from

one’s social and domestic liabilities.
2. Ecological Being born from the crinkle, she
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symbolizes mortal dependence on the earth,

buttressing sustainable agrarian practices as a

sacred duty.

3. Social Her identity as Janak’s son establishes her
part in upholding the honor and ethical frame of
Mithila. Other events, just like the exile of Sita
and Nianaka Agnipariksha, bring out flexibility,
following dharma when there is hardship and
ethical choice. Those stories provide an example
of how ethical reasoning works with virtue subtly
as one has to survive or fail a test on the morals
by making difficult decisions or merely performing
ritualistic actions..

Ramcharitmanas
Tulsidas, in his R 2 anaware Mahakavya

(Ramscharitm teaches) gives women greater stature
amplifying Sita as an embodiment of womanly virtue,
providing a subtle sensitivity to stri-dharma. Modesty,
tolerance, moral courage, are rated, treated by her
also as having the most important place in harmonious
life.

ST w9l gas T |

a1 91 fo forma stéenrt i’

(Ayodhyakanda, Doha 121)

(“Like amama, a friend, a confidant, a woman
should be dear to all, free from pride.”)

The verse emphasises

* Relational ethics A woman’s conduct impacts
family, society, and godly order.

*  Moral civilisation Pride-free living and service to
others are central merits.

* Integration with diurnal life, Ethical ideals aren't
abstract but practicable within domestic and social
spaces.

Tulsidas also emphasizes on the smartness and
insights of Sita. To give an example, she chooses to
be treated by Ram in exile when proved ethical
courage and the act of choice, not mindless
obedience. Similar delineations support that moral
agency and adherence to dharma are intertwined,
furnishing a template for both women and men in
ethical decision-making,

Mithila Ramayan

The Mithila Ramayan, which is orally spread in
maithili, localises the story of Sita and mediates
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between the archetypes of the god and the culture of

the encouraging locals. Then, Sita is constantly

appertained to as Maithili Putri, emphasising her
identity as both the son of Janak and a representative
of Mithila’s ethical and ecological values.

" o et SR T,

TH G SEel Sfed & 99 &

“Sita remained the jewel of Janakpur, binding
her life’s path with Ram.”)

This oral tradition emphasises
* Regional identity Sita’s ethical and social gesture

reflects the values of Mithila, making the original

culture thick from scriptural ideals.

» Folklores: Folk songs drawn in the version of
Ramayan teach the young women the principles
of flexibility, excellence and associated ethics.

* Durability and adaption As oral narratives, these
stories evolve, incorporating contemporary social
and ecological enterprises while maintaining core
ethical assignments.

The Mithila Ramayan frequently elaborates on
occurrences that are compactly mentioned in Sanskrit
textbooks, similar to
* Agripadhyay, Madhukala, Murthika: Agrarian,

tutoring and nature.

 Interconnection with original townies, depicting
social ethical behavior and working together.

» Problems of ethics in exile, with some practical
tips on how to make decisions when faced with
limited options.

These stories make Sita a universal and original
model of morality, uniting divine formulas with the lived
practice.

Her story teaches about the idealism and roles of
an ethical gesture. Ecological mindfulness and social
responsibility are thicker. Ethical, Social, and
Ecological Integration Across these textbooks, the
assignments from Sita’s life can be distributed as
1. Ethical tolerance, courage, adaptability, moral

attachment, and relational responsibility.

2. Family honour, a social honour, positive
community, respecting elders and being socially
responsible.

3. Ecological Reverence for the earth, sustainable
use of coffers, and harmony with nature.
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By integrating textual knowledge (sastra) with
original oral and visual traditions, Mithila women
embody and transmit these assignments, icing that the
ethical, social, and ecological confines of Sita’s life
remain alive and applicable.

4. Sita — Rama Vivah and Folk Songs

Marriage to Ram or guarded with the purpose
of Sita, or Sita and Ram Vivah is one of the central
plots of Mithila artistic and moral imagination. In
addition to a religious celebration, it is a pedagogical
instrument passing moral, ecological and social values
over generations. Women in Mithila construct the

s

et

ethical geography almost hand-crafted by way means
of songs, gestures, and participating together, and they
carry out missions of quality, versatility and relational
duty. The Vivah is a source of reflection, interpolation
and internalisation of all the life and merits of Sita in
original communities.
Parichhan Songs

Parichhan means ritual medicine of bridegroom
during the days before marriage. In this time of the
year, women come together in order to sing songs
that contain festivity, teachings, and moral teachings.
These songs are also addressed to the bridegroom
advising her to the social and moral opportunities of
married life.

One typical song of the Parichhan community is
a song that talks of advantage, learning, and co-
operative duty.

g wE e o R w9 A e |

SRR % IR, TH 1 R o i

(“ hear, friend, your beauty and virtue are praised,
you're the pride of Janakpur, joining knowledge with
Ram.”)
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Subsequently the song connects physical beauty
with being responsible in ethics thereby depicting the
harmonization of aesthetic, moral and social values.
The implication is that the behaviour of the bridegroom
is not just the character by itself, but the honour of
the family of origin and this unites the issues of ethics
on individual levels in the collective identity.

A second Parichhan song teaches tolerationality,
adaptability of emotions, and of empathy.
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(““Maintain tolerance, son, be watchful in ménage
duties, live life with Ram, combining knowledge and
service.”

Strri-dharma here is stressed not as Incident
commanding submission, but as a form of positive
moral action - keeping a balance between duty,
wisdom and relationship harmony. As a carrier of oral
tradition, women elders apply these songs to instill
practical ethics, social awareness and emotional
intelligence in young-ish generations.

Bidai Songs

Bidat is the parting of the bridegroom out of her
birth homes to her husbands homes. This ritual with
emotional coloring is transformed into a pedagogical
part with help of song. Women also teach through
Bidai songs, which teach about flexibility, self-sacrifice
and longevity of the marital and social ties between
women and men, turning sorrow to ethical
contemplation.

Apoignant illustration
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(““ Sita departs for Ayodhya, Janakpur weeps; in
the moment of farewell, the heart becomes a flood
tide of gashes.”)

This stanza sums up the two sides of specific
loss and intergenerational memory. Separated
emotionally by the bridegroom, but set down by a
song as a task in adaptability, responsibility and ethical
behavior. The community is in a manner included in
grieving and celebration, Strengthened values and
sustainability of moral norms. Another Bidai song
highlights social duties and relational ethics

“of-arg o emferafe @,
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(“With the blessings of parents, you shall live
completely in your connubial home, following Sita’s
path with dharma and propriety.”)

Then, Sita functions as a living ethical template.
Even her gestures, exile, abidance and moral
attachment, are transformed into useful lessons to
young misters coming to new households.

Symbolism and Ethical Pedagogy

It is densely emblematic in the songs that are sung
at Vitraen rituals. The commitment into singing is an
ethics-inclusive performance embedded in the
exercise of memory in that way, yes even to the
illiterate. With the help of conceit and narrative, other
merits similar to tolerance, bravery, and relationship
balance, are unraveled in the ritual cloth.

For illustration

» Flowers and beautifiers said in songs stand as
symbols of chastity and moral loveliness.

* Allusions to Janakpur and Ayodhya tie specific
behaviour to native and celestial order.

His use of imagery of gutters, timbers as well as
hearthstones places the women in the ecological and
domestic networks which is the case of integrating
ethics and eco-system.

Intergenerational Transmission

Women take a pivotal role as art transmitters.
maters, aunts and older women guide the misters
through the songs, give meanings, show gestures and
provide content to the narratives. This inter-
generational trade is durable, and the assignments of
assignments are to be adapted to the modern
environment, keeping ethical cores. As an example,
in ultramodern marriages, Parichhan and Bidadai
songs can give allusions to education, financial
independence and ecology, expressing new social
realities devoid of any ramific bond to tradition.

4.5 Modern Adaptations

Vivah songs though based on tradition are not
fixed. Mithila artists and communities living today also
modify lyrics and melodies to suit contemporary
problems like gender equalities, concerns around the
environment and women education. It is the spread
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of these songs and their easy access through the digital
media that has made the diaspora communities to
maintain and pass on ethical and cultural knowledge
even beyond the continent where they once worked.
There are videos, on-line tutorials and recordings that
make sure that the pedagogical lessons of Sita and
ethical can and does serve as the same beyond the
geographic reach of Mithila.

4.6 Ethical, Social, and Ecological Integration

Ethical education and social and environmental
awareness could never be separated by that means:

» Ethical: Brides are taught resilience, relational
responsibility and humility.

» Social: Songs affirm communal cohesion, elders
and memory of origin.

* Ecological: Participants get in touch with the
natural world by references to gardens, rivers, and
agricultural cycles, leading them to understand the
issue of human dependence on and responsibility to
the natural world.

This integration is a typical example of the Indian
Knowledge System (IKS) in which an integration
happens among ritual, ethics, and ecology, not
segmented into separate parts, and shows them to
be holistic pedagogical entities.

Table 2 : Types of Folk Songs in Mithila

Ramayana Traditions

Song Type Context Ethical Theme

Parichhan Pre-wedding Ideal wifehood,
preparation dignity

Bidal Farewell after Sacrifice, resilience
marriage

Vivih geet During wedding Harmony, dharma,
rituals collective joy

5. Character of Shri Ram

Although Sita stays at the heart of the cultural
and ethical imagination of Mithila, Shri Ram holds a
kind of complementary position concerning rectitude
and earnestness as imposers of seen morals and moral
accountability, in personal conduct and an exemplary
role in guiding others. Traditions of Mithila also do
not just look at Ram as a model husband (Maryada
Purusottam), son-in-law (jamata) .His virtues play a
vital role in the comprehension of the ethical system
under which Sita goes.

The Valmiki Ramayana describes Ram as:
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(“Ram is the embodiment of Dharma itself.”)

At Mithila, songs and folklore often indicate how
Ram obeyed dharma, honored Janak, and how
ethically he treated Sita. Marriage as a union on the
basis of scholars and ethical devotion is made and
displayed in wedding songs, where the good attributes
ofthe groom are brightened with the good assets of
the bride.

The oral traditions of Mithila describe Ram as a
person who is sensitive to ecological and social
backgrounds as well. The sources of memory about
him include the fact that he respected trees even in
exile, he was kind to sages and community, and he
taught peace between nature and man. Through the
comparison of the physical strength of Sita and ethical
path of Ram, Mithila traditions introduce the audience
to the image showing their marriage as the harmony
of masculine and feminine qualities, in which dharma,
humanity, and environmental caring meet.

By the duality, a complete ethical pedagogy is
provided by the Ramayana as practised in Mithila. It
is the tenacity and humanitarianism of Sita that one
learns through women and the pleasure in his character
of restraint, limiting justice and consequentiality which
is seen in Ram and emulated by men. Collectively,
their stories provoke the outlook of social ethics that
are intrinsically gender-inclusive, but arguably eco-
COnscious..

6. Madhubani Painting Analysis

Also called Mithila metalwork paintings The
Madhubani / Meithili paintings, also called Mithila art,
is atraditional visual art system originating in northern
Bihar and southern Nepal. Historically trained by
women, this art is both an expression and repositorium
of moral, ecological, esthetic wisdom. Madhubani
paintingss in the ambiance of Ramayana traditions by
Mithila serve the function of textual books,
establishing the lives of Sita and Ram, inculcation of
morals, and reinforcement of the collective memory.
Traditional Themes

Madhubani Paintings portrays important events
in the life of Sita and in the Ramayana. Such
workshops can present not only the illustration of
narratives but also pass the ethical, social, and
ecological tasks.
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1. Swayamvara of Sita
Praises the agency of Sita in selecting Ram which

lays stress on virtue, perceiving, and ethical judgment.

May often be associated with peacocks, lotus
flowers and decorated halls, references to beauty,
chastity and content.

As akind of tutoring in the mind of young girls,
insisting on the importance on virtue, learning and
judgment in their life decisions.

2. Sita in Exile

* Shows individuals to be flexible and morally
upright around difficult situations.

* Ecological perceptivity and harmony with nature
Goods Natural rudiments, such as trees, gutters
and creatures are highlighted.

» Transfers tasks of tolerance, rigidity, and moral

in weary circumstances.

. Agnipariksha

Rep means the Sita ordeal by fire so as to establish
her purity and good morals.

»  Refersto morally binding, integrity, and the victory
of the good over the mistrustfulness of the society.

*  Promotes contemplation of moral issues, specific
accountability and bravery.

Common motifs The lotus flower, fish, callings,
and geometric bords are used as conventional ones
with an emblematic meaning. The lotus signifies
chastity, fish signify fertility and substance and catcalls
signify alert and spiritual freedom. With all these
images, the onlooker assimilates both ethical and
social values as well as enjoying ecological
interconnection.

Contemporary Artists
Ultramodern Madhubani artists reinterpret

traditional narratives to engage with current social,

ecological, and feminist enterprises.

* Dulari Devi

*  Focuses on the Ram — Sita marriage as a
collaborative festivity of ethical cooperation.

* Uses bright colors and intricate patterns to
punctuate collaborative joy and social cohesion.

*  Knows the classic manners with references to
the ethical and social motifs.

Rani Jha
*  Brings feminist views, and the character of Sita

° W
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can be depicted as an active, not a submissive
character.

*  Such things as choosing to be resistant and
autonomous despite patriarchal readings of the
epic.

* Integrates contemporary social commentary on
gender equivalency into visual narratives.

* Manisha Jha

*  Revision of Sita to ecological protector, with use
of timbers, gutters, catcalls and foliage, in big
colour.

*  Highlights the interdependence between nature
and how individuals live.

*  Designs pedagogical instruments between
tradition, sustainability, and women agency.

Socialism and Pedagogy
Madhubani Paintings can be considered as a

multistrata teaching instrument. They pass ethical,

ecological and social information through visual liar.

* Colors

*  Red signifies vitality, heroism and loaded marital
joy.

*  Green stresses increase and produce and nature.

*  Yellow is understood to be the knowledge,
wisdom and good omen.

* Motifs

*  The Geometric capitals represent order, structure
and reflect social and cosmic harmony.

*  Creatures, catcalls, and trees break ecological
thoughtfulness and death-terrain interrelatedness.

Even the very activity of the painting can be
described as pedagogical. During carnivals, marriages
and religious ceremonies, women jointly create
showpieces and paintings, and therefore impart
knowledge across the generations. Internship in
families retains ways, motives and emblemic
elucidation, consolidating the steadiness of ethical,
artistic and ecological decifers.

Eelaboration and International distribution.

Madhubani paintings have grown beyond
traditional walls to trans-national galleries, shops and
exhibitions.

U.S., U.K., Mauritius etc Diaspora communities
introduce pictures about the life of Sita in the
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combination of aesthetical beauty and ethical and

ecological stories.

 digital platforms taught application of paintings by
contemporary artists as well as disseminating
stories in the domain of ethics, icing conservation
and international coverage.

 transnational exhibitions assemble Madhubani art
in the context of universal debates of women
agency, sustainability and ethical liar.

By these developments, the tradition of the
Madhubani paintingss has survived to depict how
the women as bearers of the grand discourse habituate
their discourses to ultramodern social, ecological,
and global environments.

Integration with Indian Knowledge System( IKS)

Madhubani paintingss depict the IKS principle
on awhole.

« Sastra (Book) paintingss depict narratives from
Valmiki Ramayana, Ramcharitmanas, and Mithila
Ramayan.

* Smrti (oral tradition) Songs and stories guide
the definition of events, symbols, and motifs.

» Acara (ritual practice) paintingss are frequently
created for carnivals, marriages, and religious
observances.

* Prakrti (ecology) Flora, fauna, and natural
rudiments convey sustainability and ecological ethics.

This is in evidence of the fact that visual art
becomes a repository of ethical, ecological, and
artistic relay that supports the integrated epistemology
of Indian Knowledge Systems.

Table 3 : Selected Madhubani Paintings

Artist Title of Painting Dimensions Theme/Interpretation

Dulari Devi Sita-Ram Vivah 30x40 inches Celebration of
collective joy

Rani [ha Sita in Exile 36x48 inches Feminist
reinterpretation

Manisha Jha Sita as Earth Mother | 48=60 inches Ecological symbolism

7. Sociological propositions & Interpretations
Functionalism

Rama traditions in Mithila can be anatomized with
various sociological perspectives to see its continuity,
elaboration and its pedagogical role.

According to the functionalists, rituals, songs and
paintings are means to cohesion in the society. They
pass across ethical morals, uphold gender places
and create permanence between generations. In case,
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Parichhan and Bidai songs are these companion songs
who discusses the appropriate behavior and
accompanyings powerful on a transitional change in
life and idealizing cooperative moral fabrics..
Emblematic Interactionism

In emblematic interactionism, the highlighted types
are the participated meanings embedded in daily
actions. In Mithila, movements in ritual songs, patterns
in paintingss and signs of mournment or happiness in
weddings are signs that are understood by other acts
elsewhere. To use the example, the Bid with Bidaki
song turning of individual emotion to group tutoring
or buttification of social meaning of flexibility, sacrifice
and quality.
Feminist Sociology

The key role of women as guardians of these
traditions is a challenge to formalise the patriarchal
set-ups. Through sustaining, practicing and establishing
these art forms, Mithila women make claims of agency
in product of knowledge. It is important to mention
that the issues of womanish labor, creativity and moral
authority warrant attention in the work of these
people, as they contribute to the maintenance of the
collective memory.
Postcolonial Feminism

Mithila women participate as well in postcolonial
feminist reconnection of Sita. social discourses often
construct Sita as unresistant or subservient when
earlier traditions show her as active, elastic, and
immorally independent. The oral and visual tradition
enables women to gain control of the artistic power
and unite the lived experience to the scriptural ideals
and defy the reading of the women that are evaluated

externally.
Table 4 : Sociological Lenses on Mithila
Ramayana
Sociological Theory Insight Applied to Mithila
Ramayana Traditions
Functi ins social harmony Through ritual pedagogy

i
Symbols carry shared
meaning

Women as cultural agents

Symbolic Interactionism Sita-Ram symbols teach

dignity and resilience
‘Women act as agents of
cultural continui

Localized reinterpretation
resists external impositions

8. Global Applicability & IKS Perspective

Mithilan Ramayana country folk traditions have
become transnational, an example of how park of
the rigidity and universal nature of the original systems
of knowledge.

Feminist Sociclogy

Postcolonial Feminism Resists external domination
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*  Diaspora Communities
* Inthe United States, Mauritius, Trinidad, and Fiji

Maithili diaspora Maithili speaking people still

perform the Parichhan and Bidadai songs at

marriages. These practices are artistic anchorages
and maintain some ethical training, and social
cohesion actually outside of the original
geographic milieu. The most regular participants
of such performance are diaspora women who
continue playing the role of custodians but
adjusting lyrics, warbles, and ritual behaviors to
the novel social and ecological environments.

 International Exhibitions

Madhubani paintingss with images in the life of
Sita have been exhibited encyclopedically and can
be seen in the Crafts Museum, New Delhi, to the
British Museum, London and the art gallery centers
of New York. These displays interlude the aesthetic,
ethical and ecological imprisonments of Mithila art,
pushing original female knowledge into international
discourses on sustainability, gender justice and art
history.

* Indian Knowledge System( IKS) Perspective

From the IKS standpoint, Mithila’s Ramayana
traditions represent integrated epistemology Sastra
(scripture): Ethical and ecological knowledge drawn
from texts.

*  Smrti (oral tradition): Transmission through songs
and narratives.

e Acara (ritual practice): Embedding ethics in life-
cycle events.

» Prakrti (ecology): Respect for the environment
as an ethical imperative.

The example of Sita born of the earth, protecting
both natural and social ecosystems, and the
pedagogical application of songs and paintings
embodies the harmonious unity of ethics and ecology
and cultural knowledge, which are the main
characteristic of IKS.

9. Conclusion & Counteraccusations

This article shows that Ramayana traditions of
Mithila are not fixed bones as much as they are living
epistemologies. By means of songs, rituals, and
paintingss, women preserve and transform the
qualitative, adaptive and ecological custodianship that
is bestowed upon them by Sita in her assignments.
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The marriage between Ram and Sita has become an
example of a moral collaboration, strengthening the
sense of collective respect, ethical duty, and
community by training.

The social processes underlying the traditions, as
they emerge through sociological analysis, include
how the structures of social life, the memory of art
and the empowerment of women as creative and
ethical agents are perpetuated. Functionalist views
accumulate their role in social cohesion; emblematic
interactionism focuses on readings behind ritual acts
and visual imagery, feminist and postcolonial
perspectives admit the role that women work in
preserving and reconstituting knowledge.

The wide-spreading nature of the knowledge of
Miithila across the world shows the universality of local
knowledge. These practices are practiced by the
diaspora communities and the transnational cult and

show that women of original voices can play their
part in the worldwide changes of gender justice,
ethical living and environmental sustainability.

To sum up, the women of Mithila are the guardians
of verbal epics as they bear the principles of the Indian
Knowledge System when ethical, ecological and art
knowledge are summed up. Their work validates that
the traditional practices met their relevance in the
modern society and could be discussed as reliable as
models to explore the ways to cope socially, ethically,
and environmentally. ?
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Footnotes

1. Valmiki Ramayana references are taken from the
Gita Press edition (2018).

2. Tulsidas’ Ramcharitmanas references from the
Kashi edition.

3. MithilaRamayan verses documented through field
recordings in Ranti village.

4. Painting dimensions noted from artist archives and
museum catalogs.
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